Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Student Activity: After students have read pages 19-20, have the students answer the

following questions:

1. How many main traits are there in the best essays, stories, and reports?

Match the following traits with the correct description. Place the letter of the correct

description on the line next to the trait.

1. Stimulating Ideas

a. Good writing contains all the right words in
all the right places. It includes vivid action
verbs, specific nouns, and colorful modifiers.

2.Effective Sentence style

b. In the best writing, you can hear the writer’s
personal voice. Voice is the special way a
writer expresses his or her ideas. Writing that
has voice shows that a writer really cares about
his or her topic.

3. Logical Organization

c. Good writing follows the rules for
punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling. It
is carefully edited to make sure that it is
accurate and easy to follow.

4. Engaging Voice

d. Good writing has a clearly developed
beginning, middle, and ending. The overall
organization effectively holds the writing
together and makes it easy to follow.

5. Original Word Choice

e. Effective writing presents plenty of
interesting information. It holds a reader’s
attention from start to finish and shows that the
writer knows a lot about his or her topic.

6. Correct, Accurate Copy

f. Effective writing flows from sentence to
sentence, but it isn’t predictable. Sentences
vary in length and begin in different ways.
Smooth-reading sentences give writing a
pleasing rhythm.

Student Activity: After reviewing pages 83 and 84 in Write Ahead, have the students
answer the following and then underline the part of the sentence discussed in the

guestion in the example that precedes it.

1. The subject is the part of the sentence that oris

a. Juan was a good friend.
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2. The predicate is the part of the sentence that about the
subject.
a. | think Belinda was having a second child.

3. There are two kinds of predicates: The that includes the
verb along with words that modify the verb; and the that
is the single word that says something about the subject — shows action or links it to the
rest of the sentence.

a. Eddie went to college in Fresno.

b. Eddie and Juan went to school in Fresno.

4. The two main types of verbs are: and verbs.
When a sentence has more than one simple subject or predicate, it is said to have
and

a. Eddie and Juan played games at the park. .
b. Eddie slept and ate at his apartment.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Narrative Writing p. 141
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Student Activity: Read the example given for stimulating ideas on page 21 with the
class. Then, using today’s reading selection from Buried Onions, have the student
identify a paragraph that shows the trait "stimulating ideas."

Student Activity: Using page 86 from Write Ahead, have the student answer the
following:

1. A sentence fragment does not express a complete idea. It is missing one or more
important parts. Correct the following:

a. Went for a ride to the playground.

b. His stenciled numbers on the curb.

2. Arun-on sentence is two sentence without punctuation or without a connecting word
(and, but, or). Correct the following:

a. Dogs poked their long snouts between my legs | was a young man at work.

3. Acomma splice is an error made by joining two sentences with a comma instead of
a conjunction, a period, or a semicolon. Correct the following:

a. Lupe was looking for enemies, careful, always careful.

4. A rambling sentence happens when you put too many little sentences together with
the word and. Correct the following:

a. | ate tortillas and folded the dish towels and when she called and begged me
to me to do something and | didn’t answer the telephone for many days.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Personal Narrative p. 142
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 21 and 87.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Logical Organization on page 21 with the
class. Then, using the reading selection for today from Buried Onions, have the
students identify a paragraph that shows the trait "logical organization."

Student Activity: Sentence Agreement. After reviewing page 87, sentence agreement,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. One Subject: In most basic sentences, a single subject is followed by the verb.
Correct the following:
a. Eddie travel/travels to the north side by bike.

b. Eddie’s aunt want/wants him to avenge his cousin's death.

2. Compound Subjects connected by AND: If a sentence contains a compound
subject connected by and, it needs a plural verb.
a. Eddie and Mr. Stiles travel/travels to the dump by truck.

b. Eddie and Mr. Stiles like/likes to plant birch trees.

3. Compound Subjects connected by OR: If a sentence has a compound subject
connected by or, the verb must agree in number with the subject nearer to it.
a. Eddie or his friends dig/dug the holes for the tree.

b. Eddie or his friend dig/dug the holes for the tree.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 6 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Descriptive Writing p. 140
Use p. 15, second paragraph in Buried Onions as an example.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 22 and 88.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Engaging Voice on page 22 with the
class. Then, using the reading selection from Buried Onions, have the students identify
a paragraph that shows the trait "engaging voice."

Student Activity: Sentence Agreement. After reviewing page 88, sentence agreement,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. Unusual Word Order: When the subject is separated from the verb by words or
phrases, check carefully to see that the subject agrees with the verb.

a. Eddie, along with his family, work/works in the fields picking onions.
b. A group of workers pick/picks onions in the sweltering heat.

c. The Jimenez’s, a new family, is/are from Jalisco, Mexico.

d. From the parking lot come/comes a loud cry.

e. From the parking lot come/comes two loud screams.

f. Has/Have your parents returned from the hospital?

g. Has/Have your brother returned from the hospital?

2. Infinite Pronouns: Use a singular verb with the indefinite pronouns listed on page 88.
Remember that some indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural. You must study the
words that come between the subject and verb to decide.

a. Nobody like/likes to work in the fields when it is 100 degrees.
b. Everybody in the family was/were praying for Jesus’ killer to get put in jail.
c. Most of Eddie’s friends live/lived in the same neighborhood.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 4 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Focus p. 140
Determine the focus in the “Miracle in Tent City.”
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 22 and 89.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Original Word Choice on page 22 with
the class. Then, using the reading selection from Buried Onions, have the students
identify a paragraph that shows the trait "original word choice."

Student Activity: Sentence Problems. After reviewing page 89, sentence problems,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. Wordy Sentences: Check for words that repeat what the writer has said, and re-
write the sentence using the rule regarding wordy sentences.
a. Eddie took his books to sell back at the city college for money for his
returned books at the campus bookstore.

2. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement: Make sure the pronouns in your sentences
agree with their antecedents.
a. Eddie listened to Angel in his apartment, and they/he decided not to go
along with Angel’s plan.
b. Everyone wanted to open his or her/their present first.
c. The student council members listened to the president, and then they/he
or she asked questions.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 6 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Dialogue p. 140
Use the middle of page 48 in Buried Onions as an example.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 23 and 90.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Effective Sentence Style on page 23 with
the class. Then, using the reading selection for today from Buried Onions, have the
student identify a paragraph that shows the trait "effective sentence style."

Student Activity: Sentence Problems. After reviewing page 90, sentence problems,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. Pronoun Shift: Make sure the pronouns in the sentences below agree in person
(first, second, or third) with the nouns they replace.
a. After Mr. Stiles’ truck was stolen, he/they were very upset and both
wanted his/their truck returned.
b. When the family heard of the death, they/he were/was very upset and
prayed for his/their father.
2. Double Negative: Cross out one of the negatives to make the sentence correct.
a. Eddie was so cold he couldn’t hardly feel his hands.
b. Eddie didn’t want no one to know what he did to warm his hands.
3. Confusing OF and HAVE: Circle the correct word in the sentences below:
a. Eddie should of/have stayed at the fire because it was so cold.
b. If Catarina came over to the cabin, then Eddie would have/of been happy.
4. Misplaced modifiers: Make sure your modifiers are close to the words they
describe. Make corrections to the following sentences:
a. After sitting in his apartment all day, Juan met with Eddie.

b. Trampita watched in the car with Torito, Ruben, and Rorra.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 8 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.
Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead

Symbol p. 138 Example: From the reading thus far, what does the buried onion
symbolize for Eddie?
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 23 and 91.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Correct, Accurate Copy on page 23 with
the class. Then, using any part of Buried Onions, have the students identify a paragraph
that shows the trait "correct, accurate copy."

Student Activity: Combining Sentences. After reviewing page 91, combining
sentences, have the students combine the following sentences:

1. Combine the following:
a. Eddie wants to buy a car.
b. He wants a car that runs well.
c. He wants a car for a good price.

2. Combine the following:
a. Eddie loves Jesus.
b. He also loves Juan.
c. He also loves his mom and dad.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write three short sentences that can be
combined into one.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Beginning p. 139
Closing p. 140
Identify both ideas in today’s reading.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 24 and 92.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Evaluating your Writing on page 23 with
the class. Then, using today’s reading selection from Buried Onions, have the student
assess the short story using the Assessment Rubric.

Student Activity: Use a Key Word and Series of Words. After reviewing page 92, Use
a Key Word and Use a Series of Words, have the students complete the following:

1. You can combine, or put together, ideas from sentences by moving a

from one sentence to the other. The key word may be an

or

2. ldeas from can be combined into one sentence

using a of or

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 8 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technigue and Terms: From Write Ahead

Modifiers p. 141

Example from Buried Onions “... the city now becoming a rural landscape of ugly
farms with rusting tractors sitting in the hot sun.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead page 24.
Student Activity:

Check for Understanding: Have the students use the rubric from page 24 to
evaluate one of their writing pieces from the last seven days.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead

Revision p. 142
After using the rubric on p. 24, make the necessary changes to improve the piece of
writing used.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead page 24.

Student Activity:
Check for Understanding: Have the students use the rubric from page 24 to
evaluate another one of their writing pieces from the last seven days.

Writing Technigue and Terms: From Write Ahead

Summary p. 142
Write a one-paragraph summary of Buried Onions by Gary Soto to this point in the
reading.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

This week teachers will lead students in a review of the techniques introduced over the
last two weeks. Teachers may want to design a different plan to check for
understanding, but the following suggestions takes the original lesson and repeats it for
student review and skill mastery.

Student Activity: After students have read pages 19-20, have the students answer the
following questions:
1. How many main traits are there in the best essays, stories, and reports?

Match the following traits with the correct description. Place the letter of the correct
description on the line next to the trait.

1. Stimulating Ideas a. Good writing contains all the right
words in all the right places. It includes
vivid action verbs, specific nouns, and
colorful modifiers.

2.Effective Sentence style b. In the best writing, you can hear the
writer’s personal voice. Voice is the
special way a writer expresses his or
her ideas. Writing that has voice shows
that a writer really cares about his or
her topic.

3. Logical Organization c. Good writing follows the rules for
punctuation, mechanics, usage, and
spelling. It is carefully edited to make
sure that it is accurate and easy to
follow.

4. Engaging Voice d. Good writing has a clearly developed
beginning, middle, and ending. The
overall organization effectively holds
the writing together and makes it easy
to follow.

5. Original Word Choice e. Effective writing presents plenty of
interesting information. It holds a
reader’s attention from start to finish
and shows that the writer knows a lot
about his or her topic.

6. Correct, Accurate Copy f. Effective writing flows from sentence
to sentence, but it isn’t predictable.
Sentences vary in length and begin in
different ways. Smooth-reading
sentences give writing a pleasing
rhythm.
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Student Activity: After reviewing pages 83 and 84 in Write Ahead, have the students
answer the following and then underline the part of the sentence discussed in the
guestion in the example that precede it.

1. The subject is the part of the sentence that oris

a. Juan was a good friend.

2. The predicate is the part of the sentence that about the
subject.
a. | think Belinda was having a second child.

3. There are two kinds of predicates: The that includes the
verb along with words that modify the verb; and the that
is the single word that says something about the subject — shows action or links it to the
rest of the sentence.

a. Eddie went to college in Fresno.

b. Eddie and Juan went to school in Fresno.

4. The two main types of verbs are: and verbs.
When a sentence has more than one simple subject or predicate, it is said to have
and

a. Eddie and Juan played games at the park.
b. Eddie slept and ate at his apartment.

Writing Technigue and Terms: From Write Ahead
Narrative Writing p. 141
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Student Activity: Read the example given for stimulating ideas on page 21 with the
class. Then, using today’s reading selection from Buried Onions, have the students
identify a paragraph that shows the trait "stimulating ideas."

Student Activity: Using page 86 from Write Ahead, have the students answer the
following:

1. A sentence fragment does not express a complete idea. It is missing one or more
important parts. Correct the following:

a. Went for a ride to the playground.

b. His stenciled numbers on the curb.

2. Arun-on sentence is two sentence without punctuation or without a connecting word
(and, but, or). Correct the following:

a. Dogs poked their long snouts between my legs | was a young man at work.

3. Acomma splice is an error made by joining two sentences with a comma instead of
a conjunction, a period, or a semicolon. Correct the following:

a. Lupe was looking for enemies, careful, always careful.

4. Arambling sentence happens when you put too many little sentences together with
the word and. Correct the following:

a. | ate tortillas and folded the dish towels and when she called and begged me
to me to do something and | didn’t answer the telephone for many days.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Personal Narrative p. 142

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics
www.scu.edu/character



Character Based Literacy Program Name:
Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 21 and 87.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Logical Organization on page 21 with the
class. Then, using the reading selection for today from Buried Onions, have the student
identify a paragraph that shows the trait "logical organization."

Student Activity: Sentence Agreement. After reviewing page 87, sentence agreement,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. One Subject: in most basic sentences, a single subject is followed by the verb.
Correct the following:
a. Eddie travel/travels to the north side by bike.

b. Eddie’s aunt want/wants him to avenge his cousin's death.

2. Compound Subjects connected by AND: If a sentence contains a compound
subject connected by and, it needs a plural verb.
a. Eddie and Mr. Stiles travel/travels to the dump by truck.

b. Eddie and Mr. Stiles like/likes to plant birch trees.

3. Compound Subjects connected by OR: If a sentence has a compound subject
connected by or, the verb must agree in number with the subject nearer to it.
a. Eddie or his friends dig/dug the holes for the tree.

b. Eddie or his friend dig/dug the holes for the tree.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 6 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Descriptive Writing p. 140
Use p. 15, second paragraph in Buried Onions as an example.
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 22 and 88.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Engaging Voice on page 22 with the
class. Then, using the reading selection from Buried Onions, have the students identify
a paragraph that shows the trait "engaging voice."

Student Activity: Sentence Agreement. After reviewing page 88, sentence agreement,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. Unusual Word Order: When the subject is separated from the verb by words or
phrases, check carefully to see that the subject agrees with the verb.

a. Eddie, along with his family. work/works in the fields picking onions.

b. A group of workers pick/picks onions in the sweltering heat.

c. The Jimenez’s, a new family, is/are from Jalisco, Mexico.

d. From the parking lot come/comes a loud cry.

e. From the parking lot come/comes two loud screams.

f. Has/Have your parents returned from the hospital?

g. Has/Have your brother returned from the hospital?

2. Infinite Pronouns: Use a singular verb with the indefinite pronouns listed on page 88.
Remember that some indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural. You must study the
words that come between the subject and verb to decide.

a. Nobody like/likes to work in the fields when it is 00 degrees.

b. Everybody in the family was/were praying for Jesus’ killer to get put in jail.

c. Most of Eddie’s friends live/lived in the same neighborhood.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 4 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Focus p. 140
Determine the focus in the “Miracle in Tent City.”
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Character Based Literacy Program Name:

Date:

Teach a Mini Lesson using Write Ahead pages 22 and 89.

Student Activity: Read the example given for Original Word Choice on page 22 with
the class. Then, using the reading selection from Buried Onions, have the students
identify a paragraph that shows the trait "original word choice."

Student Activity: Sentence Problems. After reviewing page 89, sentence problems,
have the students correct the following sentences:

1. Wordy Sentences: Check for words that repeat what the writer has said, and re-
write the sentence using the rule regarding wordy sentences.
a. Eddie took his books to sell back at the city college for money for his
returned books at the campus bookstore.

2. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement: Make sure the pronouns in your sentences
agree with their antecedents.
a. Eddie listened to Angel in his apartment, and they/he decided not to go
along with Angel’s plan.
b. Everyone wanted to open his or her/their present first.
c. The student council members listened to the president, and then they/he or
she asked questions.

Check for Understanding: Have the students write 6 sentences applying the rules
learned in this lesson.

Writing Technique and Terms: From Write Ahead
Dialogue p. 140
Use the middle of page 48 in Buried Onions as an example.
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