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Character-Based Literacy Program Independent Study 
Lesson Plan, Wonder, Week 1  
 

 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

Kindness Requires Empathy. Kindness is the desire to lift others’ spirits, 
help the ones in need, and mend relationships. Kindness requires that I take 
the time to listen, understand, and take action to benefit other people and the 
world.  

 

What is Treacher Collins Syndrome? 
The main character in Wonder, Auggie Pullman, was born with a rare form of Treacher 
Collins syndrome, a gene mutation that affects approximately one in every 50,000 
babies born in the United States. It is a craniofacial syndrome, meaning the bones and 
tissues of the face do not develop as they should, affecting facial structures like the jaw, 
nose, cheeks and ears. Though it can result in serious complications and children with 
Treacher Collins may need several corrective surgeries, the syndrome doesn’t affect an 
individual’s intelligence. 
 
How does empathy differ from sympathy?  
People often confuse empathy and sympathy. To understand the central themes of 
Wonder, it may be helpful to review and understand the differences between these two 
terms. Empathy can be defined as a person’s ability to share the emotions of another. 
When you empathize with a person or character, you can imagine yourself as him or her 
in a particular setting. In contrast, when you sympathize with someone you may feel 
care or concern and wish to see him or her in a better situation, but you don’t 
necessarily share the person’s perspective or emotions. When expressing sympathy, 
one’s facial expression may show caring and concern, but not shared distress. 
Sympathy can lead to empathy, but not always.  

What is a Padawan? 
When Auggie starts school he has a small braid in the back of his hair. Julian asks if it’s 
a “Padawan” thing, and the chapter titled “Padawan” begins with Auggie cutting off the 
braid. A Padawan is a Jedi apprentice in the Star Wars series. Meaning “learner” in 
Sanskrit, a Padawan must pass trials before becoming a Jedi Knight.  
 
What is a Punnett Square? 
Via’s section begins with her attempt at describing August objectively and exploring the 
genetic causes of his syndrome, including a reference to Punnett Squares. Punnett 
Squares are visual representations of Mendelian inheritance theory. They illustrate 
possible combinations of recessive and dominant genes. Recessive genes aren’t likely 
to show up as a trait, whereas dominant genes are more commonly expressed. A 
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common example is blue and brown eyes. Blue eyes are caused by a recessive gene, 
and brown eyes are caused by a dominant gene, but people who have brown eyes can 
carry recessive genes for blue eyes in their DNA. So if both of your parents have brown 
eyes, but carry the recessive gene for blue eyes, you may be born with blue eyes. In 
Wonder, we learn that Via worries that she too carries the gene that caused Auggie to 
have Treacher Collins syndrome.  

What is “The Plague”? 
Students at Beecher Prep say they have “the Plague” if they touch Auggie. The Plague, 
also known as Black Death, refers to several incidences in which highly contagious 
diseases which resulted in the death of as many as 45-50% of the European population 
within a four-year period. The deaths of 75-200 million people resulted in significant 
religious, social, and economic upheaval and ultimately the course of European history. 
This is what students say will happen if they touch Auggie. 
 

Word Wall Here are twenty-five vocabulary words to help analyze the novel.   

 

august ordinary petrified anomalies leadership 

precept kind monuments aversion observations 

via 
 

universe apparition spitefully flabbergasted 

saint plague Anubis biracial museum 

shepherd deformed sympathetic hobo empathy 

 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pages 1–185 in the book, Wonder.  

 
RESPOND 

Timeline List the 15-20 most important events on the timeline. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
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Week 1 Timeline: Wonder 
 
Instructions: Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, get the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events. 

 Write one sentence per event.   
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Map  

Build a character web for this week’s reading selection.  

 Show how the main characters in Wonder are connected. 

 Include relevant character traits. 

 Indicate whether these traits and relationships have changed over time. 

You can create the character web on paper or digital file. The example below uses 
images from the book’s website: https://wonderthebook.com/characters). Your work will 
be graded based on understanding of the characters, creativity, and effort.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXPLORE 

Actions 
Taken

Participates in school tour 
(pg 23)

Decides to try going to 
school (pg 34)

Quote

"...I didn't know, so if 
anything, I was kind of 
giggly. I couldn't stop 

thinking about all the jokes 
Daddy had made..." (pg 15)

"I looked at Mom's face, and 
that's when I realized she 
was just as nervous as I 

was" (pg 18)

Traits

Humorous

Courageous

Actions 
Taken

Via yells at kids on 
the playground 
when she sees 
them mocking 
Auggie (pg 3)

Quote

"Via doesn't see me 
as ordinary. She 

says she does, but 
if I were ordinary, 
she wouldn't feel 
like she needs to 

protect me as 
much." (pg 3)

Traits

Protective

Actions 
Taken

Genuinely smiles at 
Auggie and tries to 

help him (pg 30)

Quote

"'Juian's a jerk,' he 
whispered before 
Julian reached us. 
'But, dud, you're 

gonna have to talk.' 
He said this 

seriously, like he 
was trying to help 

me." (pg 30)

Traits

Friendly

FRIENDS, 
CLASSMATE

S 

SIBLINGS 

https://wonderthebook.com/characters
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Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.  

At the beginning of each section, the author has included a character illustration and a 
song lyric or quote. Reflect on the illustrations and lyrics given to August, Via, Summer, 
and Jack. How do they add to your understanding of each character? Can you think of a 
song lyric or a movie quote that represents you? Write your chosen quote in a style, 
color, and size that best represents your connection with the words. What illustrations or 
images would you add to complete the title page of your own chapter?  
 

Discussion Answer the following discussion questions.  

 
Answer the key questions. Use evidence from the text.  
Ordinary–Home (pp. 3–34) 
1. What does Auggie’s dad mean when he says that sending him to middle school will 

be like sending “a lamb to the slaughter” (pg. 10)? 
2. Why was Auggie more nervous to meet his classmates than Mr. Tushman and Mrs. 

Garcia? 
3. How did Julian, Charlotte, and Jack interact with August during the school tour?  

 
First Day Jitters–Names (pp. 35–80) 
1. Why doesn’t Auggie offer to help Henry with his lock? What do you think might 

happen if he did offer to help? 
2. What is Auggie’s interpretation of Julian’s response to Ms. Petosa in homeroom? 

Why do you think he made that choice?  
3. Why did Auggie invite everyone from his homeroom to his birthday party?  

 
A Tour of the Galaxy–Time to Think (pp. 81–117) 
1. How does Via see herself in the universe of her family?  
2. How would you describe Via’s relationship with her brother?  
3. Why do you think Via keeps some of her personal problems to herself?   

 
Weird Kids–The Egyptian Tomb (pp. 118–132) 
1. What is “the Plague” refer to at Beecher Prep?  
2. Why do you think August is angry at Summer? 
3. Did you learn something about Summer in this section that surprised you? 

 
The Call–The Boyfriend (pp. 133–185) 
1. Why did Jack punch Julian? 
2. What caused Jack to cry in Mr. Tushman’s office? 
3. What happened to Jack when he returned to school after winter break? What would 

you do if you were in his shoes?  

 
 
 
Analyze the following key paragraphs. 
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Key Paragraph, p. 3 
“I know I’m not an ordinary ten-year-old kid. I mean, sure, I do ordinary things. I eat ice 
cream. I ride my bike. I play ball. I have an XBox. Stuff like that makes me ordinary. I 
guess. And I feel ordinary. Inside. But I know ordinary kids don’t make other ordinary 
kids run away screaming in playgrounds. I know ordinary kids don’t get stared at 
wherever they go.” 
 
Instructions  

1. Create a two-column table. On the right side write the reasons why Auggie thinks 
he’s ordinary. On the left side, write the reasons that he recognizes that he is not 
ordinary. 

2. Based on what your introduction to Auggie, would you agree that he’s an 
ordinary kid? Why or why not?   

 
Key Paragraph, p. 65 
“YOUR DEEDS ARE YOUR MONUMENTS…This precept means that we should be 
remembered for the things we do. The things we do are the most important things of all. 
They are more important than what we say or what we look like. The things we do 
outlast our mortality. The things we do are like monuments that people build to honor 
heroes after they’ve died. They’re like the pyramids that the Egyptians built to honor the 
pharaohs. Only instead of being made of stone, they’re made out of the memories 
people have of you. That’s why your deeds are like your monuments. Built with 
memories instead of stone.”  
 
Instructions  

1. This paragraph shares Auggie’s response to Mr. Browne’s October Precept. 
Consider your own response to Mr. Browne’s precept. In what ways does your 
response differ from Auggie’s?  

2. Create a two-column table. On the right side write the names of three central 
characters. On the left side, write the actions that you think they should be 
remembered for thus far. What do these actions say about each character?   

 
Key paragraph, p. 109 
“Auggie really wanted to be a Star Wars character called Boba Fett, so Mom looked for 
a Boba Fett costume in Auggie’s size, which, strangely enough, was out of stock 
everywhere. She went to every online store, found a few on eBay that were going for an 
outrageous amount, and finally ended up buying a Jango Fett costume that she then 
converted into a Boba Fett costume by painting it green. I would say, all in all, she must 
have spent two weeks working on the stupid costume. And no, I won’t mention the fact 
that Mom has never made any of my costumes, because it really has no bearing on 
anything at all.” 
 
Instructions  

  
1. Why do you think Via goes into such detail describing the effort her mother put 

into August’s costume? 
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2. Do you agree with Via when she says that the fact that her mother had never 
made any of her costumes is irrelevant to the broader point she is making? Why 
or why not?  

 
Key Paragraph, p. 120 
“I should say that I don’t really feel sorry for him anymore. That might have been what 
made me sit down with him the first time, but it’s not why I keep sitting down with him. I 
keep sitting down with him because he’s fun.”  
 
Instructions  

1. Describe what you know of August and Summer’s friendship thus far. How does 
this paragraph fit with your understanding of the dynamic between them?  

2. What does this paragraph reveal about Summer’s character?  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 141 
“So, here’s why I changed my mind. It wasn’t so I wouldn’t have to hear Mom give me a 
whole lecture. And it wasn’t to protect this Auggie kid from Julian, who I knew would be 
a jerk about the whole thing. It was because when I heard Jamie talking about how he 
had run away from Auggie going ‘Ahhh,’ I suddenly felt really bad. The thing is, there 
are always going to be kids like Julian who are jerks. But if a little kid like Jamie, who’s 
usually a nice enough kid, can be that mean, then a kid like Auggie doesn’t stand a 
chance in middle school.” 

Instructions  
1. Describe what you know of August and Jack’s friendship thus far. How does this 

paragraph fit with your understanding of the dynamic between them?  
2. What does this paragraph reveal about Jack’s character?  

EXTEND 

Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Ordinary–Home (pp. 3–34) 
What does it mean to be an ordinary kid? Do you agree with Auggie when he says that 
the “only reason I’m not ordinary is that no one else sees me that way?” (pg. 3). Why or 
why not.  

 
First Day Jitters–Names (pp. 35–80) 
Write a paragraph about why people might reject others who are different from them. 
You are encouraged to use evidence from the text, personal experiences, and other 
resources to support your opinions.  

 
A Tour of the Galaxy–Time to Think (pp. 81–117) 
Why does the author retell some of the same story events from another character’s 
perspective? Write a paragraph about whether or not the shift in perspective from 
August to Via changes your understanding of key events in the story, like the first day of 
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school and Halloween. You are encouraged to use evidence from the text, personal 
experiences, and external examples to support your claims. 

 
Weird Kids–The Egyptian Tomb (pp. 118–132) 
Charlotte is nice to Auggie, but Summer is kind to him. What is the difference is 
between being nice and being kind? Write a paragraph about the courage it took for 
Summer to demonstrate kindness. Consider the following: Is it difficult not to go along 
with excluding someone when others are?    

 
The Call–The Boyfriend (pp. 133–185) 
In the beginning of the novel, Jack is described as a well-liked and popular student. In 
this section, his actions result in him being socially excluded by people that he had 
considered friends. Do you think social exclusion is a form of bullying, even if it doesn’t 
involve physical harm? Write a paragraph to express your opinion, and support your 
claims with evidence from the text, personal experiences, or external examples.    
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Character-Based Literacy Program Independent Study 
Lesson Plan, Wonder, Week 2  
 

 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

Kindness Requires Empathy. Kindness is the desire to lift others’ spirits, 
help the ones in need, and mend relationships. Kindness requires that I take 
the time to listen, understand, and take action to benefit other people and the 
world.  

 
What is The Elephant Man? 
In this chapter, Justin mentions that his school is originally going to put on a production 
of “The Elephant Man,” but the teacher suddenly switches to “Our Town” instead. The 
Elephant Man is a play by Bernard Pomerance which premiered in London in 1977. The 
story is based on the life of Joseph Merrick, who was known for the deformity of his 
body. The play doesn’t call for prosthetic makeup, but asks the audience to imagine 
Merrick’s appearance based on the physicality of the actors.  
 
Who is Lobot? 
In this chapter, we find that Auggie’s hearing has deteriorated to the point where he 
needs hearing aids. Most hearing aids hook over your ears or fit inside your ear. The 
shape of Auggie’s ears won’t allow this, so he had to get a hearing aid that wraps 
around the back of his head. Auggie’s doctor compares this to Lobot, another Star Wars 
character. In the Empire Strikes Back,Lobot had a computer wrapped around his head 
so that his brain was connected with central computers allowing him to “talk” with the 
computers directly.  
 
What is Our Town?  
Auggie and his family go to Via’s school’s production of the play, Our Town. Our Town 
is a play within a play written in 1938 by Thornton Wilder. It tells the story of a fictional 
American small town in the early 20th century through the lives of its citizens. In the final 
act, one of the main characters has died and returns to Earth to relive one day. Her joy 
at seeing loved ones turns to pain as she realizes how little people appreciate their 
lives.   
 

Word Wall Here are fifteen vocabulary words to define and add to the Word Wall. Note: The book 

includes a section titled A Selected Glossary. Use this Glossary to learn new words in Spanish.    
 

abnormality anomaly geneticist cyan monologue 

bionic taciturn hysterically ashamed ovation 

remote entitled pathetic extraordinary euphoric 
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incantation courteous orc intense imbeciles 

seismic metaphors attribution revelation cusp 

 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pages 186–313 in the book, Wonder.  

 
RESPOND 

Timeline List the 15-20 most important events on the timeline. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
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Wonder Week 2 Timeline 
 
Instructions: Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, get the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events. 

 Write one sentence per event.   
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Map  

Continue building a character web for this week’s reading selection using the 
instructions from Week 1.  

 Show how the main characters in Wonder are connected. 

 Include relevant character traits. 

 Indicate whether these traits and relationships have changed over time. 

You can create the character web on paper or digital file. Your work will be graded 
based on understanding of the characters, creativity, and effort.  

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.  

 

1. Why do you think Justin’s section is written without punctuation? What does this say 
about his character? Take a paragraph from one of the other chapters and rewrite it 
without punctuation, as Justin might. How does the inclusion of punctuation change 
the paragraph’s tone? Meaning? Which do you prefer? Why? 
 

2. Like many other kids, Auggie worries about what he’s “known for.” Using a variety of 
magazines, newspapers, old books, photographs, or images printed from online, 
make a “known for” collage that represents what you have been known for, what you 
are currently known for, what you’d like to be known for, or some combination of the 
above.  
 

3. Mr. Browne asked all of his students to send him their personal precept by postcard 
over the summer. Think about what you have reflected on over the course of this 
unit, and which ideas in the novel resonated with you the most. Write a postcard to 
your teacher with your own personal precept.  

 
Discussion Ask discussion questions.  

Answer the key questions. Use evidence from the text.  
Olivia’s Brother–The Universe (pp. 186–204) 
1. What does Justin think about Via’s family as compared to his own?  
2. Why does Justin intervene after walking Jack to the bus stop? 
3. Why is Via upset about her decision to keep the play from her family?  

 
North Pole–The Ending (pp. 205–234) 
1. Why do school events like the science fair make Auggie especially nervous? 
2. Why do you think Auggie is so resistant to his hearing aids? What changes his 

mind? 
3. How do Auggie and Via move past their argument?  
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Camp Lies–After the Show (pp. 235–248) 
1. Why does Miranda lie at camp? How do you think this relates to her treatment of Via 

at school?  
2. Do you think Miranda’s problems with her family relate to her changing behavior at 

school and with Via?  
3. What motivates Miranda to give Via the lead in the school play? 

 
The Fifth-Grade Nature Retreat–Bear (pp. 249–281) 
1. What does Auggie struggle with while packing for his trip?  
2. How do Jack and Auggie get away from the older kids in the woods? 
3. Describe Auggie’s reaction to what happens in the woods.  

 
The Shift–Appendix (pp. 282–313) 
1. What changes for Auggie when he returns to school after the Nature Retreat? 
2. Do you think Auggie should press charges against Eddie? Why or why not? 
3. Compare Auggie’s reaction to being on stage at graduation with his discomfort being 

in front of parents at the school science fair. Why do you think he reacts differently?  

 
Analyze the key paragraph. 

 

Key Paragraph, p. 204 
“…the universe was not kind to auggie pullman. what did that little kid ever do to 
deserve his sentence? … you purchase a ticket when you’re born. and it’s all just 
random whether you get a good ticket or a bad ticket. it’s all just luck…no,no, it’s not all 
random, if it really was all random, the universe would abandon us completely and the 
universe doesn’t. it takes care of its most fragile creations in ways we can’t see. like with 
parents who adore you blindly. and a big sister who feels guilty for being human over 
you. and a little gravelly-voiced kid whose friends have left him over you. and even a 
pink-haired girl who carries your picture in her wallet. maybe it is a lottery, but the 
universe makes it all even out in the end. the universe takes care of all its birds.” 
 
Instructions  

1. Based on Justin’s perspective on Auggie’s fate, would you say that Auggie is 
lucky or unlucky? Explain.  

2. Do you agree that the “universe makes it all even out in the end”? Why or why 
not?  

 
Key Paragraph, p. 225 
“I’ve never seen Dad cry before, but I saw him cry tonight. I had gone into Mom and 
Dad’s bedroom looking for Mom to put me to bed, but saw Dad sitting on the edge of 
the bed, taking off his socks. His back was to the door, so he didn’t know I was there. At 
first I thought he was laughing because his shoulders were shaking, but then he put his 
palms on his eyes and I realized he was crying. It was the quietest crying I’ve ever 
heard. Like a whisper. I was going to go over to him, but then I thought maybe he was 
whisper-crying because he didn’t want me or anyone else to hear him.” 
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Instructions  
1. Given all that we know about what Auggie’s family has experienced together, 

does it surprise you that this is the first time Auggie has seen his father cry? Why 
or why not?  

2. What does this paragraph reveal about Auggie’s father?   
 
Key Paragraph, p. 243 
“So on opening night, no one that was even remotely close to me was even there. And 
the thing is, I realized in my third or fourth rehearsal that I was good at this acting thing. 
I felt the part. I understood the words I spoke. I could read the lines as if they were 
coming from my brain and my heart. And on opening night, I can honestly say I knew I 
was going to be more than good: I was going to be great. I was going to be 
extraordinary, but there would be no one there to see.” 
 
Instructions  

1. What does this paragraph reveal about how Miranda sees herself?  
2. Do you think Miranda’s acting ability is related to the image she’s built for herself 

apart from Via? Why or why not?  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 273 
“When we got back to our section in front of the movie screen, no one had even noticed 
we’d been gone. Mr. Tushman and Ms. Rubin and Summer and all the rest of the kids 
were just watching the movie. They had no clue how something bad had almost 
happened to me and Jack. It’s so weird how that can be, how you could have a night 
that’s the worst in your life, but to everybody else it’s just an ordinary night. Like, on my 
calendar at home, I would mark this as being one of the most horrific days of my life. 
This and the day that Daisy died. But for the rest of the world, this was just an ordinary 
day. Or maybe it was even a good day. Maybe somebody won the lottery today.” 
 
Instructions  

1. Given all of the previous challenges that Auggie has described, why do you think 
this particular experience stands out as being “one of the most horrific days of 
[his] life”?  

2. Can you relate to the disjointed experience that Auggie describes in this 
paragraph? Explain.  

 
Key Paragraph, p. 300 
“Here Mr. Tushman looked up at the audience. ‘Kinder than is necessary,’ he repeated. 
‘What a marvelous line, isn’t it? Kinder than is necessary. Because it’s not enough to be 
kind. One should be kinder than is needed. Why I love that line, that concept, is that it 
reminds me that we carry with us, as human beings, not just the capacity to be kind, but 
the very choice of kindness.” 
 

Instructions  
1. What does the phrase “Kinder than is necessary” mean to you?  
2. Do you agree with Mr. Tushman that kindness is a choice? Why or why not?  
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EXTEND 

Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Olivia’s Brother–The Universe (pp. 186–204) 
At this point in the novel, you’ve read from the perspectives of five different characters 
who each experience and demonstrate kindness in different ways. Using specific 
examples from the text, cite three or more instances in which these characters have 
gone out of their way to choose to show kindness. How are these examples similar? 
How are they different?  

 
North Pole–The Ending (pp. 205–234) 
Throughout this section, characters overcome their disagreements with each other 
when they are confronted by a shared loss. Using specific examples from the text, cite 
two or more instances in which grief drives change in the plot. Consider how this 
change is connected to the character’s growth throughout the novel to this point.   

 
Camp Lies–After the Show (pp. 235–248) 
In Wonder the characters’ identities emerge and change throughout the novel. How do 
characters bridge the gap between the type of person they think they are and the type 
of person others see them as? Using specific examples from the text, cite two or more 
instances in which we see Miranda struggle with her sense of self. How do her struggles 
impact the broader narrative?   

 
The Fifth-Grade Nature Retreat–Bear (pp. 249–281) 
As much as Auggie and his friends have grown throughout the story, suffering is a 
constant presence. Even when he’s having a great time at the nature retreat, the cruelty 
of others proves inescapable and once again he’s left to rebuild his sense of dignity and 
self-esteem.  Write one paragraph about the ways in which Auggie handles his sadness 
and suffering. Consider the following: What does Auggie learn from his suffering, and 
how does this compare and contrast with other characters like Jack, Miranda, and Via? 
You are encouraged to use evidence from the text, personal experiences, and external 
examples to support your claims. 

 
The Shift–Appendix (pp. 282–313)  
Your final writing product is a persuasive essay in response to the following questions: 

 What is Wonder’s central message? 

 Is there more than one?  

Your essay should be 500 words (two pages double-spaced). You may use your 
previous writing responses for parts of the essay. The essay should have a clear 
argument aimed at convincing readers to accept your interpretation of the novel.  
 


