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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Introduction 
 

 
 
Summary 
 
Dragonwings is a novel about an eight-year-old boy named Moon Shadow who leaves 
his home in China to join his father Windrider in America. Windrider spends his days 
doing laundry and his nights dreaming of flying. Windrider and Moon Shadow leave the 
comforts of China Town so that Windrider’s dream can become reality. During the years 
that follow, Windrider and Moon Shadow must live among non-Chinese Americans, in 
order to make his dream a reality. After years of building models of planes, Windrider 
completes his plane, his Dragonwings. Will Windrider’s dream come true? Will 
Windrider fly?  
 
Content Warnings 
 
On pages 91-97 there is a detailed description of the drug opium and the effects it has 
on some individuals. It also details where the drug is injected and the feeling of euphoria 
afterwards. In this section, Black Dog is missing and Windrider finds him at the Opium 
Den. He is being confronted by the Justices for his assault of a prostitute. The topic of 
drug binging and overdosing can be sensitive for some readers. 
 
Content Warnings 
 
Integrity Requires Wholeness.  Integrity requires that the way you live your life is life is 
whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity moves you to do 
difficult and new things not just easy and accustomed things. The novel ends with 
Windrider realizing that he cannot have his two loves together: love of flying and his 
family. He chooses his family.  
 
Project  
Research the experiences of another immigrant group in California around the turn of 
the century, such as the Irish, Germans, Japanese, or Mexicans. Write a comparison 
between the experiences of that group in California and the Chinese experience as 
found in Dragonwings. 

Film Resources 
 
Sorry there are no film resources that match Dragonwings.    
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Final Writing Assignment 
 
As a final writing assignment, you will create an Emergency Preparedness document. 
Your document should include important telephone numbers, local and nearby shelters, 
and your community evacuation routes. The plan should also include what do with the 
old and injured, as well as a meeting point just in case you get separated from your 
group or family members.  Included in your plan should be a list of items you should 
always have stowed away in case of a disaster such as first aid kit, water, food, radio 
and flash light. Don’t forget a plan for meeting parents or children. 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Week 1 
  
 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Integrity Requires Wholeness.   Integrity requires that the way I live my 
life is whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity 
moves me to do difficult and new things, not just easy and accustomed 
things. 

 
Research and define each of the following background questions.  They will be 
important pieces to the story.  Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
What was the T’ang Dynasty? 
 
What is the history of Chinatown, San Francisco? 
 
What are Queues? 
 
What is reincarnation? 
 
What is Opium? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

demons(1) lynched (1) paddies (2) heirlooms (4) dowries (9) 
ornamentation (13) flaws (19) betrayed (21) scrolls (23) amiably (24) 
vendors (24) nimbly (25) washbasin (25) rebellion (32) rainment (34) 
surge (46) pillowed (46) knelt (47) transparent (51) poultice (51) 
iridescently (55) lullaby (59) knickknack (61) rheumatic (62) deliberate (65) 
 

READ 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 1-68 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List 15-20 of the most important events on your Timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline. 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
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• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or Map: where did the characters go? 
 
KWL Chart 
Create a KWL Chart. Begin filling out everything you know about America and China in 
the 1900’s. Add to it each day. 

 
Map 
Get a map of San Francisco and put it on the wall. You will be asked to locate and label 
various locations around San Francisco. Locate and label Chinatown and Barbary 
Coast 

 
Bookmark 
Create a bookmark shaped like a kite. On one side of the kite write the word Integrity 
and the word Moon Shadow. On the other side write the word Integrity and the word 
Father. As you read in the novel, each day you will write on your bookmark the various 
ways each character shows integrity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create Open Mind Portrait of Moon Shadow. Add to it each day. 
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 
Bloom Ball 
A bloom ball is a paper ball of 12 cut out pentagon shaped circles. On each pentagon 
shaped circle you will be asked to either draw or write something. At the end of this 
novel you will 12 pentagon circles that you will later staple or table together for one 
really big ball.   
 
Side 1- List the complete title of the book, the authors first and last name. Place your 
last name and first initial at the bottom.   
 
Scene Sketch 
Draw what Moon Shadow first sees as he arrives at the port. Use information described 
on page 16. Draw the Dragon King as described on page 46-47. 
 
Character Characteristics Chart 
Fill out information on each character as they appear in the novel.  
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Quote Poster 
Write your favorite saying or quote on a white piece of paper. Use colors, and shapes to 
help create a beautiful poster. When you’re done, place the white paper on long 
rectangular red paper.  
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create OMP of Windrider, and add to it each day. 
 
Postcard 
Create a postcard. On one side draw Windrider and the Dragon King flying together. On 
the other list five tests or five traits of a Superior Man that you think Windrider will have 
to pass or possess in order to return to the land of the dragons. 
 
Plot Profile Chart 
Using the reading for the last few days create a plot profile chart of the main events to 
date. Scale them 1-10 regarding level of importance to the story. 
 
Craft 
Make a kite using paper and string. Decorating it with shapes, colors, quotes, saying, 
and pictures that best describe the type of person you are.  
 
Discussion 
 
Key Questions (p. 1-12) 

1. Where is the land of the Golden Mountain? 
2. What are the reasons Moon Shadow gives that explains why he and his 

mother are not currently living with his father? 
3. Who are the “demons” that the author is referring to? 
4. Why don’t you think Mother talks about Father or the Golden Mountain? 
5. Why do you think the call America the “Golden Mountain”? 
6. What are your thoughts regarding why wives cannot go to America? Would 

you have allowed yourself to be separated from your husband like Moon 
Shadow’s mother and father or his grandmother and grandfather? 

7. How do Father and Wife communicate to each other? 
8. How do the Tang people count years differently? 
9. How long has Father been gone? 
10. Age is differently computed in the Middle Kingdom and that of Americans. 

How do they differ? 
11. The author does a great job describing Mother. In your own words describe 

Mother and explain how she illustrates integrity to Moon Shadow? 
12. In your opinion, do you think if Mother would have talked about Father more 

that maybe Moon Shadow would not have left with Hand Clap to join his 
father in America? 

13. Do you think Moon Shadow should leave? Why or why not? 
 
Key Questions (p. 13-24) 
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1. The word “demon” means a variety of things to the Tang people. Give three 
meanings found in the novel.  

2. Do you think they will live up to that name? 
3. Have you ever felt like a stranger in a strange land? How so? 
4. What advice did Hand Clap give Moon Shadow? 
5. Describe the interview process that Moon Shadow went through? What 

surprised you about the process? 
6. Did Moon Shadow see the Golden Mountain when he arrived? Explain. 
7. What was Moon Shadow’s first impression of America? 
8. How do you feel about the use of the word demon in the novel? How does it 

make you feel? 
9. How does the word classmates differ from the way we use classmates? 
10. Describe Hand Clap?  
11. Why is Moon Shadow disappointed that there is no Golden Mountain? 
12. What do you think Golden Mountain is an analogy for? Why do you think the 

people of Middle Kingdom, China, kept referring to America as the Land of 
the Golden Mountain? 

13. How do the houses in China Town differ from those in other parts of San 
Francisco? How does Moon Shadow know he arrived in Chinatown without 
his father telling him? 

 
Key Questions (p. 24-39) 

1. Describe Chinatown through the eyes of Moon Shadow. 
2. Who are the brotherhoods? 
3. What happened to the women that arrived in Chinatown or San Francisco? 
4. Why is that only men sold items on the street? 
5. What are the three virtues of the Stranger? Why are they important? Why do 

you think Laurence Yep made a point to put in the novel? 
6. Who and what is the Company? 
7. What gift did Moon Shadow receive from his father? Why is it significant? 
8. “They gave you things for your body, I gave you things for your something for 

your soul.” What type of person is Windrider? 
9. How is the Tang custom of marriage different from ours? 
10. Describe how Black Dog’s name relates to his personality and character?  
11. What happened after dinner? How would you have reacted? 

 
Key Questions (p. 40-54) 

1. What are some thoughts about the fact that Tang men can have more than 
one name given to them at birth? Would you like to have multiple names? 

2. As you are coming of age and entering a new chapter in your life what name 
would you give yourself and why? 

3. Retell the story of how Windrider received his name. 
4. What did Windrider do in his previous life? 
5. What did Windrider do to cause him to leave his previous life and enter the 

mortal life? 
6. Are there similarities of Windrider’s previous life to his mortal life? How so? 
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7. What is a “softskin”? Why might the Dragon King view “softskins” as being 
inferior? 

 
Key Questions (p. 54-68) 

1. How was Windrider able to fly with the wings Dragon King gave him? 
2. Describe the Lord’s thrown? 
3. If you were about to speak to anyone, dead or alive, just once who would it be 

and why? 
4. How do the others respond to Windrider’s incident? 
5. What does the quote “Then we must both be as dragons can be and must not 

try to put out the sun”? 
6. Why do you think Moon Shadow didn’t tell anyone about who carved him the 

Monkey King?  
7. How do the people in the Company treat Moon Shadow? 
8. What does an average day look like for Moon Shadow?Why doesn’t Moon 

Shadow go to school during the day? 
9. What did Moon Shadow study while in attending Tang school? 
10. If you speak another language, do you find it odd weird that the English 

language only has 26 characteristics? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product from today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Passage, p. 5-6 
 “I failed miserably the first times I tried to fly the kite, but Mother would not let me 
give up; and eventually I got quick enough and strong enough and smart enough so that 
my kite would be flying far overhead ---so far away that I would lose sight of the string I 
had attached to the kite, and the kite would seem to be some colored patch of rainbow 
thaw s following me about” (p. 5-6). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Not only was Father a kite maker he was maker of “marvelous” kites. As Mother 
began to show Moon Shadow how to fly a kite she instructed him that he need to 
practice on the “ordinary” ones first and must become wiser before he would be able to 
fly the elegant ones. She did this so that Moon Shadow could appreciate the art of the 
kites that his father has made.  
 Is there anything in your life that you had to learn to appreciate before it became 
yours; were a part of it, or able to purchase it? For example: practicing hard to make the 
baseball team, or saving your money to purchase a computer.  
 Write a paragraph describing what the item, event, or organization was.  
Why did you want to be a part of it? Did you appreciate it more after you had to 
work hard for it? Describe the steps you took in order for you to feel like you were 
ready and now able to appreciate what you were going to purchase or be a part 
of.   
 
Key Passage, p. 13 

http://www.scu.edu/character


 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	

8 

 “And that was that. I won’t go through the tearful good-byes or the boat ride on 
the river to Canton, the port city, or the first few days on the demon boat. I was young 
and I was homesick and I was frightened…” (p. 13). 

  
Writing Prompt 

Moon Shadow has decided to leave the only home he knows with a family that 
has raised him feed him and loved him. His destination: San Francisco to stay with a 
father he has never met and a place where he does not know the language.  

How would you feel if you were eight and were on your way to a new 
country where you don’t know the land, the language, the people, and meeting 
your dad or mother for the first time? 
 
Key Passage, p. 23 
 “Suddenly, I felt as if I had come home. I can see the town Tang people even 
now in the late afternoon sun—not as it is now, full of souvenir shops and neon signs, 
but as it was then. The houses and the stores had all the right colors and shapes, for 
they had been built not by demons, but by Tang people. It looked much like the streets 
in Canton, the city in the Middle Kingdom from which I had sailed. The roofs of the 
buildings here were tiled and arched, and the walls, windows, and doorways were in 
gold or red or green…” (p. 23). 
 
Writing Prompt 

The “Land of the Golden Mountain” was not what Moon Shadow expected. The 
land was brown not golden and full of people that appeared to be full of hatred. An 
invisible line separates the Tang people from the “demon” people.  

Imagine you are Moon Shadow and write a letter to your mother telling her 
about the new land. Tell her about what she will see if she were to visit. Write one 
or two paragraphs describing American as it appears thru the eyes of Moon 
Shadow. 
 
Key Passage, p. 49 
 “Then, in one of your playful moods, you grew as large as the world and tried to 
blow out the fires in the sun by fanning your wings. For that great crime, your head was 
cut off and you were reborn among the softskins. And among them you must remain 
until you prove yourself worthy once again of being a dragon” (p. 49). 

  
Writing Prompt 

Windrider was once a superior dragon that had the ability to heal the sick and 
great physician of all the dragons but got big headed or over confident and was 
beheaded for his crimes. Windrider was caught cheating at dice, criticizing beautiful 
poems and made terrible puns. As a result he lost everything he loved was killed just to 
be reborn into the mortal world.  

Write of a situation where you were overconfident and the results ended 
badly or not the way you wanted. Explain what you could have done different and 
what was the outcome. Use details to explain the situation.  
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Key Passage, p. 60 
 “But finally, it was time for me to return to the mortal world. It was reluctantly that 
the Lord said good-bye to me and added, ‘We will save a place at the banquet table for 
you. You will be eating with us soon, though, if you just remember to watch for the tests 
and hold to the dragon-ness within that softskin body. Now fare you well’” (60.) 

  
Writing Prompt 

Many times in this book, Windrider must make hard decisions. Always, he tries to 
imagine what the Dragon would do.  

Write about a paragraph or two about a time when your integrity was 
tested- when you had to really consider what the right thing to do was before you 
acted. Explain the situation. What was the result of your actions? Explain how 
you felt about the results of your choice or choices? 
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KWL Chart 
 

K W L 

What do you know? What do you want to know? What have you learned? 
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Name: 

Character Characteristics Chart 
Character Character Traits 

 
Moon Shadow 

 
 

 

 
Hand Clap 

 
 

 

 
 

Uncle Bright Star 
 
 

 

 
 

White Deer 
 
 

 

 
Lefty 

 
 

 

 
Black Dog 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Week 2 
  
 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Integrity Requires Wholeness.   Integrity requires that the way I live my 
life is whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity 
moves me to do difficult and new things, not just easy and accustomed 
things. 

 
Research and define each of the following background questions.  They will be 
important pieces to the story.  Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
Who were the Wright brothers? 
 
What is Drug Addiction? 
 
What is Justice? 
 
What is Manslaughter? 
 
What does it mean to begin again? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

hitching post (69) mournful (70) reins (72) intuitive (72) loftily (80) 
sternest (82) evaporated (85) binge (87) chided (88) compensation 

(96) 
abacus (98) reform (99) repulsive (102) mealy-mouthed (104) hatchet (111) 

kinsman (113) astonishment (115) panting (115) prodded (116) disobedience 
(116) 

tenement houses 
(123) 

cobblestone (124) turret (125) methodical (127) dung (133) 

 
READ 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 68-134 
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RESPOND 

Timeline List 15-20 of the most important events on your Timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline. 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or Map: where did the characters go? 
 
KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to OMP of Moon Shadow. Add to OMP of Windrider. 
 
Bookmark 
Add to integrity bookmark.  
 
Map 
Locate and label DuPont Street and Polk Street on your map. 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Advertisement 
Create an Advertisement for the Company Laundry Service. Prepare the ad as a 
magazine ad with an emphasis on visuals, or do it as a billboard, TV ad, radio ad, etc.  
 
Bloom Ball 
Acrostic Poem: Use the name of a person, place or thing from the story to create 
acrostic poem.  
 
Describe the Black Dog main character of the story. Include both physical and 
behavioral characteristics in your description. 
 
Postcard 
Write a letter to Moon Shadow Mom, as if you are Moon Shadow, and tell her what you 
have been up to in America. Make sure to use detail and examples from the reading to 
paint a clear picture.  
 
Cubing 
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Who, what, when, where, why. Complete cubing exercise. 
 
Plot Profile Chart 
Pick 5 events that you think have been significant in the story so far. Decide on a scale 
on 1 (low) to 10(high) how intense you think this event is, and mark your score in the 
appropriate box. You will complete the chart by picking an additional 5 events that you 
think have been significant in the story so far. Decide on a scale on 1 (low) to 10(high) 
how intense you think this event is, and mark your score in the appropriate box. 

 
Newspaper 
Use construction paper to create the front page (one side only) of a newspaper. Pick out 
a name of your newspaper. Today, you are the first reporter on the scene where a 
brutal murder seems to have taken place last night. Write an introduction that opens 
with the facts. Include further details in the body. Conclude by speculating what may 
have happened and what will likely happen next in this investigation. 

• Make up a name for your newspaper. 
• Add an appropriate date and editor, your name. 
• Write 3 headlines about 3 important events from the novel.  
• For each headline, write the beginning of each article (2 sentences). 
• Include 1 drawing, cartoon, or picture for each of the 3 articles with appropriate 

captions.  
• Add other parts of a newspaper e.g. an editorial, letters to the editor, weather 

chart, sports events, cartoons, etc. 
Evaluation:  

• Neatness/Presentation 
• Accuracy in spelling and grammar 
• Creativity (variety of ideas/media) 
• Relevancy to the time period and to the topic 
• Completion of all parts of the newspaper 

 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create open mind portrait of Miss Whitlaw. 
 
Character Profile Chart 
Create Character Profile Chart for Windrider. 
 
Discussion 
 
Key Questions (p. 68-82) 

1. How does Father respond to Moon Shadow’s fears of the new world? 
2. How is Windrider at being a father? 
3. What does an average day look like for Moon Shadow? 
4. How does Windrider come to receive Mr. Alger’s business card? Do you think 

Windrider will ever call on Mr. Alger? 
5. What is the “superior man”? 
6. Is Mr. Alger a “demon?” is he a “Superior Man?” Why or why not? 
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Key Questions (p. 82-97) 

1. Why do you think Uncle is so upset about the demons flying machines? 
2. In your opinion why do you think Uncle would be willing to tell the demons 

that Windrider lied if Windrider brought over his wife? 
3. Is Uncle justified for his reasons for not wanting Windrider’s wife to come over 

to America? Explain 
4. Is Uncle taking out his anger regarding Black Dog on Windrider? 
5. Where did they find Black Dog? 
6. What does it mean that each Brotherhood had its own territory? 
7. Who are the Justices? What is their role? 
8. How does Windrider manage to scare off the Tang Justices? 
9. Would you have gone to look for Black Dog? Is that what a Superior Man 

would do? 
 
Key Questions (p. 98-112) 

1. Do you think Blackdog learned his lesson?  
2. Explain what you think the author meant when he wrote “Maybe when he had 

first begun to take dope, he had just mean to get a way from his conflicts; but 
after awhile, taking dope had become an end in itself,” means. 

3. How long has Moon Shadow been in the United States? 
4. Retell Blackdog's version on how opium arrived in Tang/Middle Kingdom? 
5. If Black Dog is so miserable why don’t you think he doesn’t return to his home 

in the Middle Kingdom? 
6. What is Moon Shadow’s reaction to Black Dog beating him up?  
7. How were the Virtues of the stranger significant in today’s reading? 
8. Where do you think Windrider going in the middle of the night? 

 
Key Questions (p. 112-122) 

1. Why did father go to the Brotherhood building? 
2. In your opinion was it wise for Moon Shadow to go with Windrider to look for 

Black Dog? 
3. In your opinion did Moon Shadow save Windrider’s life or was he the reason 

Windrider must leave town? Explain your answer. 
4. Do you think it is a good idea for Windrider and Moon Shadow to leave the 

Tang town or do you think they should see if Uncle could pay off the 
Brotherhood? 

5. Where are Moon Shadow and Windrider going to live? 
6. What did Father meant when he said “I feel like I’ve just woken form some 

long dream. I can follow the dragon’s ways better among the demons than 
among the Tang people”? 

7. What was significant about Uncles gift to Windrider?  
8. How is the title of this chapter fitting to the events in this chapter? 

 
Key Questions (p. 123-134) 

1. Describe what Moon Shadow saw as they arrived to their new home? 
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2. How is Polk Street different than Chinatown? 
3. What do you think will happen to Windrider and Moon Shadow now that they 

are living in the Demon part of town?  
4. How do you think Moon Shadow is feeling, moving away from the Company 

and away from the Tang part of town? 
5. In your opinion, why is it important to make a good first impression? 
6. Why did Moon Shadow and Windrider present Miss Whitlaw a picture of the 

Stove King? 
7. In your opinion, knowing the time period why do you think Miss Whitlaw 

agreed to have Moon Shadow and Windrider stay with her? 
8. How do you think Moon Shadow and Windrider will do in their new 

surroundings without the support of the Brotherhood? 
9. Describe Miss Whitlaw. 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product from today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Passage, p. 75 
 “I leaned forward eagerly. ‘Do you think that was the Dragon in disguise? Do you 
think it was a test?’  

Father gave my queue a friendly tweak. ‘You’re too ready to find tests 
everywhere.’ He grinned. ‘Why can’t he just be demon?’” (p. 75). 

  
Writing Prompt 
 Moon Shadow thinks that every demon they encounter is a Tang in 
disguise testing Windrider. Have you ever been in a situation where you thought 
your integrity was being tested and weren’t sure why? Or maybe you have been 
in a situation and felt that you were being tested to choose between right and 
wrong.  
 In a paragraph write about a time where you felt that your integrity was called into 
question. Describe the situation and the outcome.  
 
Key Passage, p. 83 

“We got a paper saying that I was a partner in the store and owned a thousand 
dollars worth of property: but that was  only for the demons. I actually don’t have a 
share in the store. 

‘But you could bring Mother over with that piece of paper.’ 
Uncle cleared his throat. He did not like what he had to say. ‘Not while I’m the 

head of this Company. I’d go to the demons and tell them that the paper was a lie.’ 
 ‘But if the demons knew that Father wasn’t’ a real partner  in the store, they 
might send me home as well,’ I said. ‘And maybe the demons would even send Father 
back home because he lied’” (p. 83). 

  
Writing Prompt 
 In today’s reading Moon Shadow finds out that Father lied in order to bring him 
over. Moon Shadow wants Father to bring Mother over using the same paper. Uncle 
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doesn’t want Windrider to bring his wife over and tells him that if he tries to bring his 
wife over that he will tell the demons Father lied.  
 Is it ever ok to lie? Windrider lies in order to bring his son over. Is there 
ever a good reason to lie? Write a paragraph explaining whether or not you think 
there is ever a good reason to lie? Is a good lie a show of integrity or lack of 
integrity? Explain why or why not. 
 
Key Passage, p. 108 
 “‘If you won’t go to the demons, there’s only one other way to make sure that 
justice is done,’ Father said. ‘And that’s to do it myself.’ There was something about his 
posture and the look of his eye that reminded of dragons. All the others in the room 
could feel it, too.  
 Then I realized that to be a dragon meant more than just taking an interest in the 
magic of machines. It was also to live by the spirit of dragons, and Father felt that no 
dragon would let such as act go unpunished.  
 ‘Dragons,’ Father went on, ‘protect their own brood’” (p. 108). 

 
Writing Prompt 
 Windrider is deeply distressed by the behavior of Black Dog towards his son.  He 
feels that the Company should go to the Demons police and file a complaint. The 
Company wants to keep in the “family” and allow the Sleepers to take care of Black 
Dog.   
 Write a paragraph in which you write a letter to Windrider explaining how it 
is important to have integrity in such difficult situations. Explain in the letter that 
integrity requires him to do difficult and new things not just easy and accustomed 
things. 
 
Key Passage, p. 119 
  “I feel like I’ve just woken form some long dream. I can follow the dragon’s ways 
better among the demons than among the Tang people” (p. 119). 
  
Writing Prompt 
 Windrider must now live among the demons but appears to not mind. He is not 
as worried about living among his enemies as the people in the Company. Have you felt 
that you belonged someplace else then your current position?  
 Write a paragraph detailing a time where you believed you didn’t fit in 
someplace? How did it make you feel? Explain what you did about it. Do you still 
feel that way? If so, what do you think you can do to fix the situation. 
 
Key Passage, p. 134 
 “Father and the demoness talked politely about the neighborhood—where was 
the best place to shop for what. The demoness seemed genuinely to want to help us, 
and I began to think that she was one of the good demons. I looked about her kitchen—
curiosity got the better of politeness. When I finally finished looking around her kitchen, I 
realized I had gone through four more of the cookies” (p. 134). 
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Writing Prompt 
Moon Shadow was hesitant regarding meeting new demons that different than 

Windrider. Moon Shadow has never seen a demon up close and personal until he 
meets Miss Whitlaw. Miss Whitlaw and Moon Shadow have only their first impression to 
decide whether or not they believe the other is good character. Moon Shadow decides 
that Miss Whitlaw is of good character and genuinely wants to help them.  
 Have you ever encountered a person like Miss Whitlaw, different from you 
in every way, and yet sees you as a person not as someone that is different than 
them? Write a paragraph explaining why you think it is important not to judge 
people based on your differences but on their similarities. Make sure to include a 
time where you were judged by the color of your skin and not what is on the 
inside. Explain how it made you feel. Use that example to aid in your answer.  
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Name: _____________________________  
 

Advertisement 
 
Materials: 
Large piece of construction paper, 9x12, 12x18, or 18x24 
Markers, crayons, pens, pencils, colored pencils  
Scissors, hole punches, construction paper, yarn, and glue sticks 
 
Directions:  Create an Advertising Poster, using the appropriate materials, to 
convince and persuade your clients.  Find an important item, activity, job or service from 
the story for which you could make an advertisement.   
 
Requirements:  Provide a title, visuals, a slogan, and a one-to-two sentence 
persuasive statement explaining the positive aspects of your advertisement.   
 
Examples: 
Review the following examples.  Think of one advertising idea for each area below from 
the story you are now reading.  Then, fill in the blanks with one idea for each area.   
 
Items:  

• A Classic Car – East Side Dreams 
• Boxing Gloves, etc. – The Contender 
 
• ______________________________________________________  

 
Services: 

• Legal Services – Atticus Finch, To Kill a Mockingbird 
• Fortune Telling – Soothsayer, Julius Caesar 

 
• ______________________________________________________ 

 
Activities: 

• Join a Quidditch Team – Harry Potter 
• Collect Money for the Poor – A Christmas Carol 

 
• ______________________________________________________ 

 
Jobs: 

• Ranch Hands – Of Mice and Men  
• Sailors – Ulysses  

 
• ______________________________________________________ 

 
-CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE- 
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Step 1:  Decide on one of your advertising ideas.  Write it below. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Step 2:  Brainstorm possible ideas for your main theme, what you want to convince the 
public.  You could create a slogan, a rhyme, or a catchy phrase.  List 2 key words or 
phrases around which you could construct your theme. 
 
_____________________________    _____________________________ 
 
Step 3:  Brainstorm possible reasons the advertisement would benefit your clients.  List 
two of them below.   
 
_____________________________    _____________________________ 
 
Step 4:  Brainstorm possible ideas for graphics, drawings, pictures, images, etc. you 
could use to help persuade the public.  List two of them below. 
 
_____________________________    _____________________________ 
 
Step 5:  Write rough drafts of all of your text.  Proofread these as needed, and then 
revise and edit.   
 
Step 6:  Layout your text and graphics.  Arrange and rearrange these until you have 
them placed where you want them. 
 
Step 7:  Put your advertising poster together.  Add any additional artwork, highlights, or 
details to finish your project. 
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10c12 Cubing Biography 
 
  Who is person? 

Date of birth? 
Death? 

  

  Where did this 
person grow 
up? 

  

 What 
relationships 
did this person 
have?  

What did this 
person do? 

What was this 
person like? 

 

  Why is this 
person 
important? 
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2c12 Cubing Directions: Assembling the Cube 
 
  back 

 
fold 10th 
 
pull to the back 

  

 fold 1st top 
 
fold 9th 

fold 4th  

fold 3rd 
 
push behind 
front 

left side front right side 
 

fold 6th 

 
push behind 
front 

 fold 2nd bottom 
 
fold 7th 

fold 5th  

  fold 8th 
 
pull to the back 
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3g6 Plot Profile Chart 
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Name: _____________________________  
 
Newspaper 
Title:_______________________________________________________ 
Date:           
Editor (Your Name):_________________________________________ 
Directions:  Fill out the boxes below to brainstorm ideas.  Write you sentences 
and ideas in rough draft form so that you can edit and revise. 

 
Headline 

 

 
Headline 

 
Headline 

Sentence #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sentence #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sentence #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sentence #2 

Sentence #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sentence #2 

Graphic with Caption  
 
 

Graphic with Caption 
 
 

Graphic with Caption 
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4g6 Character Profile Chart 
example 
1 

          example 
1 

          
 

Trait 1 
    

Trait 2 
 

          

example 
2 

  
Character 

  example 
2 

        
        

            

            

            

example 
1 

        example 
1 

        
 

Trait 3 
  

Trait 4 
 

          

example 
2 

      example 
2 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Week 3 
  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Integrity Requires Wholeness.   Integrity requires that the way I live my 
life is whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity 
moves me to do difficult and new things, not just easy and accustomed 
things. 

 
Research and define each of the following background questions. They will be 
important pieces to the story. Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
What is reincarnation? 
 
Who was E. Nesbit? 
 
What is a glider plane? 
 
What are cable cars? 
 
What was the San Francisco earthquake of 1906? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

apologetic (135) fetched (138) antiquated (140) amber (148) patronizing (149) 
boarders (150) boycott (151) mockingly (152) hooky (153) wingspan (10) 
whopper (164) halting (165) propeller (165) ambition (166) correspondence (171) 
obediently (175) taut (175) hamper (177) greedy (179) constellations (186) 
monopolized (190) somber (192) prosperous (195) twilight (196) debris (198) 

 
READ 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 135-202 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List 15-20 of the most important events on your Timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline. 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
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• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or Map: where did the characters go? 
 
KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to OMP of Windrider. Add to OMP of Moon Shadow. 
 
Bookmark 
Add to integrity bookmark.  
 
Map 
Locate and label Sand Dunes, Ocean Beach, and Seal Rock in San Francisco. 
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Bloom Ball 
In writing, describe one setting (time/location/weather condition of story). 
 
Scene Sketch 
Sketch the scene on pg. 138-139 of the dragon in the stain glass window of Miss 
Whitlaw’s home. What colors are used? What does Miss Whitlaw believe about 
dragons? Use details described to create your sketch. Sketch a glider plane. How big 
will you draw it? What colors are used? What will you name it? 
 
Venn Diagram 
Compare and Contrast the different opinions regarding dragons from the perspective of 
Moon Shadow and Miss Whitlaw. 
 
Airplane 
Design your own airplane, using graph paper. Go to 
http://www.amazingpaperairplanes.com/FoldingALCM.html. Follow the directions and 
build the plane suggested.  
 
T-Chart 
Create a list of similarities and differences between the Lee’s and Whitlaw’s.  
 
Plot Storyboard 

http://www.amazingpaperairplanes.com/FoldingALCM.html
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Recreate the story so far by using pictures. Under each picture write a heading that 
describes that picture. Draw at least 5 pictures but no more than 10. 
 
Character Profile Chart 
Create a character profile chart of Miss Whitlaw. 
 
Bloom Ball 
Draw a conflict from the story and label it by type and kind. 

External—struggle with force outside one’s self 
Internal—struggle within ones’ self 

 
Postcard 
Create a postcard image of Moon Shadow at the water pump. On the other side, 
pretend you are Moon Shadow. Write a brief letter to your mother and Grandmother in 
China, telling what happened and that you and Father are all right. Use language that 
Moon Shadow might use. 
 
Discussion 
 
Key Questions (p. 135-149) 

1. How do you know when Windrider or Moon Shadow are speaking Chinese 
and when they are speaking English? 

2. What is Miss Whitlaw’s niece’s name? Do you think she and Moon Shadow 
will become friends?  

3. What is the significance of Windrider going by Mr. Lee to Miss Whitlaw and 
not his Tang name?  

4. Why do you think Mr. Lee lied to Miss Whitlaw about the conversation 
between father and son regarding dinosaurs? 

5. What reasons does Moon Shadow give for thinking Miss Whitlaw was a Tang 
woman in a previous life? 

6. How is daily life similar and different for Moon Shadow on Polk Street? 
7. In your opinion why is Moon Shadow so insistent on telling Miss Whitlaw 

about their dragons? 
 
Key Questions (p. 150-163) 

1. How are the Lee’s being treated in the demon territory? 
2. What happens to Moon Shadow when he takes out the garbage? 
3. Why do you think it was important for Moon Shadow to stand and allow the 

demon boys to throw trash and stones at him? How would you have reacted? 
4. Why is Moon Shadow afraid to leave the stables in the middle of the night? 
5. Why does Robin think Moon Shadow is afraid of the pump? 
6. Describe the relationship between father and son? 
7. How are Moon Shadow and Windrider able to understand the knowledge in 

the aeronautical books if they understand little of the English language? 
8. What books does Moon Shadow use to begin to learn to read English? 

 
Key Questions (p. 163-175) 
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1. How did Moon Shadow learn to read and write English? Do you think 
Windrider will learn? 

2. Why do you think Windrider is initially angry with Moon Shadow for having 
written to the Wright Brothers? 

3. Do you think it was a good idea that Moon Shadow wrote the letter to the 
Wright brothers? Would you have written them a letter? Why or why not. 

4. Why do you think Windrider is so fascinated by airplanes?  
5. Describe the friendship between Robin and Moon Shadow. 

 
Key Questions (p. 175-188) 

1. Describe the day at the beach for the Lee’s and the Whitlaws. 
2. In your opinion, why did Mr. Lee attach the poem to the glider? 
3. What do you think is Mr. Lee’s dream? 
4. Do you think he will be able to make his dream come true? Why or why not? 
5. How is Robin unlike the girls that Moon Shadow has met before? 
6. What influence has Robin and Moon Shadow had on each other? 
7. Do you think that Moon Shadow had a right to provoke a fight with Jack? 

Explain. 
8. Retell the story of the Spinning Maid. 
9. How was Miss Whitlaw able to distract Mr. Lee from being sad? 
10. Do you think the title, Earth, Wind, and Water is a fitting title for this chapter? 

Explain. 
 
Key Questions (p. 189-202) 

1. How are Windrider and Moon Shadow surviving in demon territory? 
2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living at Company and living 

in demon territory? 
3. How are American New Year and Chinese New Year different?  
4. How did Moon Shadow and Windrider spend their New Year? 
5. Describe the Feast of Pure Brightness. 
6. Describe the meeting of Uncle and Windrider. What occasion brought them 

together? 
7. Retell the experience of the earthquake as described by Moon Shadow? 
8. Have you ever been in an earthquake? How did you react? Was there any 

damage to buildings or people that you remember? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product from today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Passage, p. 149 
 “‘A dragon do terrible thing, yes,’ I said, struggling for the right words. ‘But 
dragon, they do good thing too. Bring rain for crops. They king among all…all reptile. 
They emperor of all animal’” (p. 149). 

 
Writing Prompt 
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   Moon Shadow is shocked to learn that Miss Whitlaw thinks that dragons eat 
people and destroy towns. Moon Shadow has decided he is going to educate Miss 
Whitlaw about the “true” identity of dragons and explain to Miss Whitlaw that not all 
dragons are bad.  
 Have you ever felt the need to change a person’s perspective of something 
or someone? Write a paragraph describing a time where you wanted to change 
someone else’s thoughts about a person. Explain why it was so important for you 
to change their mind. How did you convince him/her/them? Were you successful? 
Explain how did you felt afterward?  
 
Key Passage, p. 148-149 
 “Another thing to say for the demoness was her genuine interest in learning 
about people as people. Where some idiot like myself would have been smug and 
patronizing, the demoness really wanted to learn. And like father, she was not afraid to 
talk to me like an equal. ‘I don’t think I understand’” (p. 148-149). 

  
Writing Prompt 
  Even though Miss Whitlaw has grown up with the idea that dragons are bad and 
eat people she is open minded to what Moon Shadow has to say to her about dragons.  
 Are you an open minded or closed-minded person? Can anyone change 
your perspective about a certain issue or subject? Write a paragraph explaining 
why you think it is important to be open-minded.  Use examples to support your 
reasoning.  
 
Key Passage, p. 158 

“Then he turned the glider over in his hands. I took some more scraps of paper 
with clean backs out of his pocket. It was my turn to take notes (and also get some 
writing practice in demonic). ‘It need more wing surface,’ Father mused. And he went 
into a lot of jargon about center of gravity and wing configuration” (p. 158). 

   
Writing Prompt 
  Windrider has a passion about flying, science and aeronautical books. His 
passion has become an obsession for him. He works and read only to improve his 
understanding of how airplanes are able to fly like kites.  
 Write a paragraph about Windrider explaining his love for model airplanes. 
Provide an introduction, a body and a conclusion. Use the five W’s and consider 
the following questions. Where does Windrider’s love for flying come from? How 
did he get his name? How does he know so much about airplanes when he has 
never flown? What sources has he used to gain information? Do you think he will 
ever actually fly? 
 
Key Passage, p. 182 
 “Robin stood at the steps. She heard the shrill voices of the boys and suddenly 
she nodded her had as if she understood. I did not want to be patronized.  

‘Well, why don’t you go fly your glider?’ I demanded. 
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‘Oh, I don’t know,’ she said airily. ‘It’s a little too late to do it. I guess I should get 
dinner ready, too.’ She kicked me lightly. ‘Curse you for being a good influence on me’”  
(p. 182). 

  
Writing Prompt 
 Robin and Moon Shadow have been spending a lot of time with each other, each 
learning the other’s mannerisms, behavior, and personality. Moon Shadow does not 
have to tell Robin that he is scared to go outside, yet she understands why when she 
hears the voices of the boys.  
 Write a paragraph explaining how Robin amplifies the word integrity. What 
difficult thing did she do? Give three examples in which Robin has shown 
integrity in the novel.   
 
Key Passage, p. 191 
 “I can see that she really wanted to make herself feel better. No sense taking 
chances with the supernatural, and so on. I could tell her train of thought because I 
sometimes carried the little cross she had given me in my picket--- just as insurance. I 
mean maybe American demons could be scared off by American charms” (p. 191). 

  
Writing Prompt 

Everyone has something they keep around the house or wear around their neck 
that reminds them of being safe, or maybe something that reminds them to stay 
motivated.  For example, some one may keep a rock in there purse to remind that they 
things are not has hard as it appears. Some have pictures that remind them that some 
issues are bigger then them. And some have pictures and items that are for cultural and 
other personal reasons.  
 Is there anything that you wear or carry in your purse or pocket that 
reminds you to stay positive or protects you from evil?  Write a paragraph 
explaining what this item is and its significance. Finally explain why it is 
important to you.  
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Name: ___________________________________  
 

Character Profile Chart  
 
 

 
Character Profile Chart Instructions 

 
1. Write the name of the character in the box at the top of the chart. 
 
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has.  Describe each with a key 
word or phrase, and then write them down in the 4 boxes below the character’s name. 
 
3. For each trait, find 1 concrete example from the story. Write each example in the box 
below each trait box.  
 
 
 
 
 

Character’s Name 
 

Character Trait 
 

Character Trait 
 

Character Trait 
 

Example From The Text 
 

Example From The Text 
 

Example From The Text 

 

http://www.scu.edu/character


 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	

35 

Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Week 4 
  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Integrity Requires Wholeness.   Integrity requires that the way I live my 
life is whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity 
moves me to do difficult and new things, not just easy and accustomed 
things. 

 
Research and define each of the following background questions. They will be 
important pieces to the story. Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
What is Martial Law? 
 
Where is Golden Gate Park? 
 
What is the history of the San Francisco Presidio? 
 
What is the difference between Selflessness and Self Preservation? 
 
What does it mean to sacrifice? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

candelabrum (203) shanghaier (206) tottering (209) sergeant (215) looters (216) 
rubble (217) refuge (217) fastidiously (218) dynamite (227) latrines (229) 
sprightlier (232) medicinal (232) chopsticks (234) cisterns (236) fodder (242) 
incessant (249) sardonically (249) cloak (251) gangplank (253) ramshackle (258) 
gulped (266) rafters (267) faze (269) horsepower (273) christening (276) 

 
READ 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 202-277 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List 15-20 of the most important events on your Timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline. 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these. 
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Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  

 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or Map: where did the characters go? 
 
KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to OMP of Windrider. Add to OMP of Moon Shadow. 
 
Bookmark 
Add to integrity bookmark.  
 
Map 
Locate and label Market Street, Gate Park, Oakland, Van Ness Avenue, Presidio, 
Hunters’ Point, and Oakland, Ca. on the map 
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Scene Sketch 
Create a visual of the neighborhood, indicating the destruction on the block of Polk St. 
and the encroaching fires. Use pages 213-214 
 
Suitcase 
What are some items you would bring with you in an event a major earthquake hit? 
Create a suitcase bookmark and list the items you would bring with you. Remember: 
Everything must fit in one suitcase 
Materials:   

• Pieces of stiff paper [like oak tag] 6-10 inches wide and 5-10 inches long   
• Some combination of pencil, pen, crayon, or marker  
• Construction paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 

Step One: Make a list of things you would take with you if you in a suitcase. 
1. Imagine that you are going to be moving around from place to place for the next 

few years. What are the most important things you have? What are the things 
you would always want to have with you? Everything you take has to fit in one 
suitcase.   

2. Make a list of the things you would take. 
Comment: This suitcase is filled with things you actually have and that are important 
to you. Of course, because you are a responsible person it does not include any 
weapons, drugs, alcohol, or anything illegal. 

Step Two: Make a bookmark like a suitcase full of things you would take. 
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1. Make a bookmark about 6-10 inches wide and 5-10 inches long, and then fold in 
half. 

2. Make the items on your list out of construction paper and glue them inside the 
suitcase.  Make the outside of the suitcase look like a suitcase.  

Step Three: As you read the story you can add things to your suitcase.  
Variations of this Bookmark 

1. Draw the items inside the suitcase with a marker instead of gluing construction 
paper. 

2. Make a bigger suitcase – even life size if you want, or wall size, or 3D. 
Variations for Writing 

3. Write a paragraph describing yourself packing a suitcase and deciding what to 
bring and why, on the road. 

4. Pick one important item in your suitcase and write a paragraph explaining why it 
is important to you. 

 
Bloom Ball 
Complete these 3 activities: 

1. Write Windrider’s, Moon Shadow’s, Miss Whitlaw, and Robin’s name. List two 
positive and two negative character traits for each character.  

2. Write the title of this quarters CBL theme, Integrity Requires Wholeness. Give 
examples of one of the story’s characters and how he/she uses integrity in their 
life. You can choose between Windrider, Moon Shadow, Robin, Miss Whitlaw, 
and Uncle.  

3. Draw a picture of an object important to the story. In writing, tell why the object is 
important. For example, a book is an important object in the story because Miss 
Whitlaw and Robin help teach Moon Shadow to read and write. 

 
Newspaper 
Use construction paper to create the front page (one side only) of a newspaper. Create 
a title and headline for the front cover article. For example you can do an article on the 
aftermath of the Earthquake. Or you can write about how everyone is headed towards 
Golden Gate Park.  

 
Venn Diagram 
Complete a Venn diagram chart of Windrider. Compare and contrast his personality and 
perspective to that of the beginning of the novel to now. In the middle place write what 
hasn’t changed. 
 
Character Map 
Use the character map to describe Moon Shadow values over the course of the book so 
far.   
 
Discussion Ask discussion questions of all 9 types. 
 
Key Questions (p. 202-216) 

1. Name three things/events that Moon Shadow witnessed after the earthquake. 
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2. What happens when Moon Shadow asks other survivors to help with the 
victims that are injured? 

3. Why did Miss Whitman tell Mr. Lee, “‘Mr. Lee I think we are going to have to 
but use a more forceful argument than moral persuasion.’” What does she 
mean? 

4. In what ways did Moon Shadow, Robin, Miss Whitlaw and Windrider show 
integrity in today’s reading?  

5. If you were living in San Francisco at the time of the earthquake would you 
have stopped and helped others in need? Why or why not. 

6. Do agree with Miss Whitlaw’s opinion that disasters bring out the best and 
worst in people? Explain. 

7. How did the fire begin?  
8. Where are the Lee’s and Whitlaw’s going to stay for the evening?  
9. Do you think the Whitlaw’s or the Lee’s will ever return to their home on Polk 

St.? 
 
Key Questions (p. 217-230) 

1. Why didn’t Windrider want to throw away his club? 
2. Who was waiting for the Lees at Miss Whitlaw’s house when they returned? 
3. What did Miss Whitlaw take before she locked up her house? 
4. Why do you think Miss Whitlaw took her stereopticon, slides and world globe 

rather than food, clothes, and blankets? 
5. Where did Windrider and Moon Shadow go when the Whitlaws went back to 

Golden Gate Park? 
6. What did Lefty mean when he told Windrider, “‘From now on, trust to your feet 

and not to your good fortune’”? 
7. How did Moon Shadow perceive the demon soldiers? Explain.  
8. What reasons did Lefty give for the houses being blown up by canons? Do 

you think it will work? 
9. Do you think Uncle will let Windrider and Moon Shadow share their dinner 

with Robin and Miss Whitlaw? Why or why not. 
 
Key Questions (p. 231-248) 

1. Why did Uncle agree to share his food with the demons? 
2. How was Miss Whitlaw able to ease the tension inside the Company tent? 
3. What did Miss Whitlaw and Uncle have in common? 
4. Why do you think the Tang people were kicked out of Golden Gate Park? 
5. Moon Shadow believes that for every good thing that happens something bad 

happens. Do you agree with his perspective? 
6. Why do you think the Tang people were kicked out of Golden Gate Park?  
7. How did they get permission to return to their homes?  
8. Windrider doesn’t appear to be happy about rebuilding his home in Tang 

Company. Why do you think that is? 
9. Where are the Whitlaws moving to and why? 

 
Key Questions (p. 249-264) 
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1. In the aftermath of the earthquake how the Tang people and the demon are 
people getting along? 

2. How does the Tang part of town get rebuilt so quickly? 
3. Moon Shadow tells his father, “‘Houses don’t mean much its people inside 

them that are important’” Do you agree with Moon Shadow? Why or why not? 
4. What does Windrider think his final test is? 
5. Why does Moon Shadow think he is losing his father? 
6. Robin and Moon Shadow exchange gifts before Robin leaves for Oakland on 

the ferry. What is significant about each of their gifts?  
7. Do you think the Lee’s will see the Whitlaws again? 
8. How did Uncle react to Windrider’s decision to pursue his dream of flying? 
9. In your opinion, do you think Windrider and Moon Shadow are making the 

right decision? 
10. Moon Shadow got his first letter addressed to him for the first time. Who is the 

letter from and what did they say? 
11. Do you think Moon Shadow will show his father the letter even if he was told 

not to? 
12. What is more important to you, your dreams or your family? 

 
Key Questions (p. 265-277) 

1. How do the Lees get by for the next two years? 
2. What do you think the White Deer mean when he told Moon Shadow “‘…You 

can only follow the course of your nature’”? 
3. Where did Moon Shadow find his mountain of gold? 
4. How far would you go to complete your dream?  
5. How long did it take Windrider and Moon Shadow to finish their dream plane? 
6. Why did Moon Shadow think that Windrider was more a mechanical artist 

than a businessman? 
7. How does Moon Shadow feel about his father and his father’s dream of 

flying? 
8. What do you think Black Dog wants? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product from today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Passage, p. 213 
 “‘There’s a fire south of Market,’ the demon said. Market Street was the main 
street of the city and ran diagonally across it. Dividing the city in half. ‘There’s no water 
for the hoses. They’re still going to try to make a stand on Market, but I don’t see what 
they can do. The fire will just spread and spread’” (p. 213). 

  
Writing Prompt 

You have been selected as a writer from the San Francisco Gazette to do a story 
of the earthquake. 

Write a paragraph in which you retell the events and aftermath of the 
earthquake. Include as much detail as possible. Include the five W’s. Draw some 
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conclusion for your readers and explain what can be learned from this horrible 
disaster. 
 
Key Passage, p. 223 
 “The demons we passed had the strangest looks on their faces, too. Once they 
had been rich and wealthy, and now all they owned were the clothes on their backs and 
their lives, and they were in danger of losing those, too. They looked shocked, as if not 
quite believing that all of this could happen to them. I could not help remembering what 
fine houses and mansions had once been there, and what richly dressed demons had 
eaten and drunk within them. And now they were all gone in less that a minute. The 
demons we met would have been grateful now for a crust of bread or cup of water—
thins they would have turned their backs on just twelve hours ago” (p. 223). 

  
Writing Prompt 

It is amazing how within one second, one minute, one hour, or one day 
everything that we have can be stripped from us without warning. In the reading today, 
the rich and wealthy are now poor and dirty. The people that they once ignored or 
mocked will now be their neighbor and/or rescuer.  
 Write a paragraph explaining the importance of being appreciative of the 
things and people in our lives. Why is it important? Explain the relationship 
between being appreciative and having integrity. 
 
Key Passage, p. 248-249 
 “Poor Miss Whitlaw had lost her house in the fire, and so had lost her chief 
financial support. The money in her cash box was meant to help Robin through college. 
Miss Whitlaw’s land might be worth something once the city was rebuilt, but that meant 
holding on to it for quite a while. In the meantime, she would have to support herself 
some other way. Miss Whitlaw had borne her losses with a courage that I had come to 
expect of her. She had cheerfully taken a job as a housekeeper to some demons over in 
Oakland across the bay” (p. 248-249). 
 
Writing Prompt 

The aftermath of the aftermath of the earthquake marks the end of a very 
important chapter in the Whitlaw’s and the Lee’s life. It also marks the beginning of a 
new chapter.  
 Pretend you are Miss Whitlaw or Windrider and write a paragraph 
explaining and reflecting on how this difficult experience has changed you in a 
lasting way.  What is one thing that you appreciate more now than you did before 
the earthquake and the fires? Explain why. If you are Windrider, do you wish you 
had stayed in the Middle Kingdom with your wife? Explain why. If you are Miss 
Whitlaw, what will you do now that you have lost your home and your financial 
support?  
 
Key Passage, p. 254-255 
 “‘A superior man admits the truth,’ Uncle snapped. I could see Father was beat. 
He hung his head for the longest time, staring down at his hands. I could only think of 
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some immortal who had suddenly woken one morning to find himself in a man’s body 
and realized he was being punished. For the second times in my life, I made an 
important decision to be with him” (p. 254-255). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Moon Shadow has agreed to follow his father’s dream of flying even if it means 
working and leaving his family behind. 

 Pretend you are Moon Shadow. Write a paragraph describing and 
explaining your process of deciding whether or not to follow your father into 
exile. Use inner dialogue to show the reader what you are thinking.   
 
Key Passage, p. 274 
 “To be honest, it did not sound like much of a plan to me. Father was more of a 
mechanical artist than a businessman. He wanted so badly to fly that it never occurred 
to him that people might not pay to see him fly. Sometimes people want a thing so much 
that they lose their common sense” (p. 274). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Windrider gave up everything safe, comfortable, and stable to fulfill his dream of 
flying. In the process going hungry, being cold, and not knowing if his dream of flying 
will pay itself off.   
 Have you ever wanted something so bad that you were willing to give up 
everything so you can have it? Write a paragraph explaining what you wanted. 
What did you give up? Looking back, was it worth it? Would you do it again? 
Explain why or why not. 
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6g6 Venn Diagram Chart 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Dragonwings, Week 5 
  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Integrity Requires Wholeness.   Integrity requires that the way I live my 
life is whole, entire, undivided, sound, coherent and principled.  Integrity 
moves me to do difficult and new things, not just easy and accustomed 
things. 

 
Research and define each of the following background questions.  They will be 
important pieces to the story.  Answer each question in complete sentences. 
 
What is failure? 
 
What is pride? 
 
What is integrity? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

consecrated (278) shrewd (278) jealous (278) sheriff (282) trudge (285) 
toiling (289) penance (290) whelped (291) relented (292) mortician (299) 
plunged (305) momentum (305) betrayed (307) cannibalized (308) cantankerous (312) 

 
READ 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 277-313 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List 15-20 of the most important events on your Timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline. 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these. 
 

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
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Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or Map: where did the characters go? 
 
KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to OMP of Windrider. Add to OMP of Moon Shadow. 
 
Bookmark 
Add to integrity bookmark. 
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Eviction Notice 
Create an eviction notice to be tacked on the door of the Lee’s Barn. Include information 
on the five W’s (Who, What, When, Where, Why). 
 
Suitcase 
You are Moon Shadow and must pack up your belongings. You can only take with you 
what you can carry. Create a list of things you will take with you and why.  
Materials:   

• Pieces of stiff paper [like oak tag] 6-10 inches wide and 5-10 inches long   
• Some combination of pencil, pen, crayon, or marker  
• Construction paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 

Step One: Make a list of things you would take with you if you in a suitcase. 
1. Imagine that you are going to moving around from place to place for the next 

years.  What are the most important things you have?  What are the things you 
would always want to have with you?  Everything you take has to fit in one 
suitcase.   

2. Make a list of the things you would take. 
Comment: This suitcase is filled with things you actually have and that are 
important to you. Of course, because you are a responsible person it does not 
include any weapons, drugs, alcohol, or anything illegal. 

Step Two: Make a suitcase full of things you would take. 
1. Make a suitcase about 6-10 inches wide and 5-10 inches long, and then fold in 

half. 
2. Make the items on your list out of construction paper and glue them inside the 

suitcase.  Make the outside of the suitcase look like a suitcase.  
 
Movie Poster 
Create a movie poster for Dragonwings. Give it a title. Provide a visual. Choose actors 
and actresses for the main characters. In one-to-three sentences bill the film as a quest, 
a discovery, a rite of Paragraph, a choice, a union or a reversal story. 
 
Event Map 
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Draw a picture of the 3 most important events that you think has happened in Moon 
Shadow’s life. Under each picture tell why each is important in the development and 
maturity of Moon Shadow  

 
Postcard 
Create a postcard. On the front, draw a picture from this week’s reading. On the other 
side, pretend you are Windrider. Write a short love letter to your wife telling her you are 
on your way across the pacific to bring her back to the land of Demons and The Golden 
Mountain. 
 
Bloom Ball 
In writing, describe the most memorable moment of the story in your opinion. Why do 
you feel this way? 

  
Discussion Ask discussion questions of all 9 types. 
 
Key Questions (p. 277-287) 

1. In your opinion is Black Dog jealous of Moon Shadow? 
2. What does Black dog want with the Lee’s? 
3. What do people around town call Windrider? 
4. Do you think Windrider is crazy? Explain. 
5. How does it come about that the Lees are about to be evicted? 
6. If you were the Lee’s landlord and you heard their sad story what would you 

do? Would you believe it? 
7. Windrider thinks he has failed in his attempt to fly. Do you think he failed? 

Explain. 
8. What do you think will happen to Black Dog?  

 
Key Questions (p. 288-303) 

1. Who showed up that morning at the Lee’s? 
2. Why did they show up? 
3. How did Uncle and the rest of the Company treat Moon Shadow and 

Windrider? 
4. How do you think the Company found out about Windrider and Moon 

Shadow’s financial situation? 
5. Were you surprised to read that the Company had come to help the Lee’s? 

Why? 
6. Have you ever experienced anyone going out of his or her way to help 

someone else? 
7. Why did Moon Shadow hate Dragonwings? 
8. How did the Whitlaws know Dragonwings was going to fly? 
9. Do you think Dragonwings will fly?  
10. How was honor an important theme of today’s reading?  

 
Key Questions (p. 304-313) 

1. What were you feeling as you read that Dragonwings did fly and Windrider 
accomplished his goal of flying? 

http://www.scu.edu/character


 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	

46 

2. What happened to Windrider as he was flying Dragonwings? 
3. What reasons does Windrider give for not building another plane? 
4. How did it come about that Windrider became partner at the Company? 
5. Were you shocked to hear what happened to Black Dog? 
6. What did Moon Shadow mean when he said he was lucky? 
7. What is your opinion of the book? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product from today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Passage, p. 282-283 
 “We had to go, but how? Dragonwings was too big to be carried on our backs 
and we had no money to hire a wagon. We tried all the next day, but no one would rent 
us one on credit—no to the Crazy Chinaman. Even my employer in the store refused, 
saying it was too much money. It looked like were stuck. We would be able to take away 
only what we could carry” (p. 282-283). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Make a list of things you would take with you if you in a suitcase. Imagine that 
you are going to be moving around from place to place for the next years.  What are the 
most important things you have?  

How would you feel if you were told you have three days to pack everything 
you own in one suitcase and move? What personal items would you bring with 
you? Write a paragraph describing what things you would bring with you and 
explaining why you chose these items. Remember everything you take has to fit 
in one suitcase.  
 
Key Passage, p. 293 
 “‘Don’t worry about losing it either,’ Uncle said. ‘We’ll give you the money to pay 
your rent, too. Call it a loan, compensation.’ He wagged a finger at Father. ‘And don’t 
give me any pigheaded reasons why you can’t take it. Pride's always been the great sin 
of or family.’  
 ‘Look on it as an act of charity to accept our money,’ White Deer said. ‘It would 
make us all fell much better.’ 
 Father considered that for a moment. He set down his cup and looked around 
with a smile. ‘It’s not a shameful thing to take money from friends, and you are my 
friends. I thought I ought to go it alone with jut my son, but I was wrong. I'll own up to it’” 
(p. 293). 
 
Writing Prompt 

In today’s reading both Uncle and Windrider realize that it was pride and pride 
alone that has caused them both pain, sadness, and almost a friendship. But it was also 
pride that has brought them together so that as a family, they can help Windrider in his 
time of need. Not only do they pay his rent so that he can avoid eviction but they also 
help him bring his Dragonwings to the top of the hill so that he may fly. 
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 Write a paragraph in which you describe and explain in detail a time where 
you had to swallow your pride and show integrity in a situation.  Are you glad you 
did? Explain why or why not.  Or maybe you didn’t swallow you pride and you 
lost someone important to you. Explain what happened. 
 
Key Passage, p. 313 
 “It was not until the next summer that Father got the paperwork straightened out 
and the proper demon officials bribed, and then he sailed for the Middle Kingdom to 
bring back Mother. He sailed on a Saturday, so I was able to see the Whitlaws on the 
very next day” (p. 313). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Windrider is on his way to go pick up his wife and bring her to San Francisco. It 
has been about seven years since Moon Shadow has seen his mother and about fifteen 
years since Windrider has seen his wife.  
 In two paragraphs retell Windrider’s journey in San Francisco and explain 
how integrity played a vital role in him becoming a real partner in the Company 
and his ability to finally bring his wife over to San Francisco.  
 
Final Writing Assignment 
 
As a final writing assignment, students will create an Emergency Preparedness 
document. Your document should include important telephone numbers, local and 
nearby shelters, and your community evacuation routes. The plan should also include 
what do with the old and injured and meeting point just in case you get separated from 
your group or family members. Included in your plan should be a list of items you should 
always have stowed away in case of a disaster such as first aid kit, water, food, radio 
and flashlight. Don’t forget a plan for meeting parents or children. 
 
Resources: 
http://www.ready.gov/plan-for-your-risks 
http://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/plan/ 
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