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Week 1 Assessment 

 
Directions: Choose the letter representing the best answer for each 
question.  

1.  Courage Requires ________________. 
 

A. Action. 
B. Daring. 
C. Fortitude. 
D. Moderation. 

 
2.  Where is Cloyd from? 

 
A. A farm in Colorado. 
B. The Ute Indian tribe from Colorado. 
C. A group home from Utah. 
D. A farm in Utah.  

 
3.  In the sentence, “’While you were bucking he second cutting up into the 

barn,’ the old man replied sheepishly.” (p.12) the word  sheepishly most 
closely means: 
 

A. Dumbfounded.  
B. Thankful.  
C. Sarcastic.  
D. Embarrassed.  

 
4.  When Walter was sick, what did Cloyd give him to help him feel better? 

 
A. Medicine.  
B. His bearstone. 
C. Homemade soup. 
D. Natural Ute Indian medicine.  
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5.  The Spanish phrase el Portal del Diablo most closely means: 
 

A. The Devil’s Gateway. 
B. The Fool’s Window. 
C. The Shadow’s Enterance. 
D. The Portal’s Doorway.  

 
6.  Place the following events in chronological order: 

1. Rusty killed the grizzly for his own glory. 
2. Cloyd has a flashback to this dance where he felt like a bear.  
3. Cloyd meets Ursa, a woman who is researching grizzlies. 
4. Cloyd and Walter ride to the meadow where Cloyd saw the bear 

that Rusty killed. 
 

A. 1, 2, 4, 3 
B. 1, 2, 3, 4 
C. 2, 1, 4, 3 
D. 4, 1, 2, 3 

 
7.  The setting of Bear Dance is 

 
A. In the California mountains. 
B. In the Utah mountains. 
C. In the Colorado mountains. 
D. In the Nevada mountains.  

 
8.  The word imminent in the phrase “….the more the search possessed 

him, and the more he became convinced that the moment of discovery 
was imminent. (p. 41) most closely means: 
 

A. Disappearing.  
B. Whimsical.  
C. Looming.  
D. Daunting.  
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9.  Who is the author of Bear Dance? 
 

A. Francisco Jimenez 
B. Walter Homely 
C. John Steinbeck 
D. Will Hobbs  

 
10.  What does Cloyd find and what is Walter looking for?  

 
A. Cloyd finds Ursa, Walter looks for traps. 
B. Cloyd finds Rusty, Walter looks for bears.  
C. Cloyd finds a bearstone, Walter looks for water.  
D. Cloyd finds scat, Walter looks for gold.  
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Week 2 Assessment 
 
Directions: Choose the letter representing the best answer for each 
question.  
1.  During a grizzle bluff, bears reacts by 

 
A. Laying its ears back.  
B. Woofing several times. 
C. Popping its jaws.  
D. All of the above.  

 
2.  How does Cloyd find the bears?  

 
A. By hunting them.  
B. Through Ursa’s expertise.  
C. By setting out food.  
D. From the bear dance music.  

 
3.  In the sentence “The shaman is singing his oneness with the bear…” (p. 

77) the word shamans most closely means 
 

A. Researcher.  
B. Chief. 
C. Healer. 
D. Trainer. 
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4.  Place the following events in chronological order: 
 

1. Cloyd and Ursa run into two game wardens and tell them what 
they saw. 

2. Cloyd learns more about medicine men and grizzly spirits. 
3. Cloyd decides he needs to stay behind and catch fish for the 

cubs so they can survive. 
4. Cloyd scared away the big black bear.  
5. Cloyd befriended the cubs slowly and was able to feed them. 

 
A. 2, 3, 1, 4, 5 
B. 2, 4, 3, 1, 5 
C. 2, 1, 3, 4, 5 
D. 3, 2, 1, 4, 5 

 
5.  The wardens tranquilize the bears and put them in cages because… 

 
A. Haverford says the cubs need to be removed from the area. 
B. the bears need to be reintroduced into the region.  
C. the bears need to be placed on the Endangered Species List.  
D. the bears need to be moved to the zoo.  

 
6.  Who stays behind to help the cubs?  

 
A. Cloyd, Ursa, Walter, and the Warden.  
B. Cloyd, Ursa, and Walter. 
C. Cloyd and Ursa.  
D. Cloyd.  

 
7.  The word obliged in the sentence “I’m much obliged” (p. 105) most 

closely means 
 

A. Imposed.  
B. Unpleased. 
C. Annoyed.  
D. Grateful. 
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8.  Who was eating the fish Cloyd was catching? 
 

A. The cubs. 
B. Wolves.  
C. A big black bear.  
D. An explorer.  

 
9.  What did Cloyd do with the hide of the female grizzly? 

 
A. He used it to make a tent.  
B. He cooked it for food.  
C. He buried it in the ground.  
D. He donned the dead grizzly’s hide.  

 
10.  Where do the cub bears fall?  

 
A. Into a deep hole.  
B. Into the river.  
C. Out of a tree.  
D. Off the edge of a trail.  
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Week 3 Assessment 
 

Directions: Choose the letter representing the best answer for each 
question. 

1.  How does Sixto catch Cloyd? 
 

A. Cloyd is caught catching fish.  
B. Cloyd is caught fixing his tent.  
C. Sixto catches Cloyd with the bear cubs.  
D. Sixto catches Cloyd borrowing a rope form his tent.  

 
2.  The weather is mostly important to Cloyd because 

 
A. Because it will be too cold to camp in the winter.  
B. Because it will be too cold to fish in the winter.  
C. Because it will be too cold to make a fire in the winter. 
D. Because it will be too cold to explore in the winter.  

 
3.  In the sentence “His fright had a smell to it, an ominous sour smell 

suddenly coming out of his skin.” (p. 151) the word ominous most 
closely means 
 

A. Omened. 
B. Threatening. 
C. Promising.  
D. Murky. 

 
4.  What happened to Sixto’s brother? 

 
A. He died from old age.  
B. He was in a bear accident.  
C. Sixto had killed him. 
D. He died in the mine. 

 



Character Based Literacy Program Assessment   Name _______________ 
Bear Dance 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	
 

5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place the following events in chronological order: 
1. A plane travels very low to where Sixto’s sheep and goats are 

and it causes them to scatter.  
2. Cloyd vowed not to tell Walter about the mine. 
3. By the time the men descended, another avalanche occurred, 

therefore wiping out any trace of Cloyd. 
4. Sixto tells him to use his tent and stove and food while Cloyd 

takes care of the cubs.  
5. Sixto and Cloyd go to where the cubs have fallen. 

 
A. 1, 4, 2, 5, 3 
B. 1, 5, 2, 4, 3 
C. 3, 1, 2, 4, 5 
D. 4, 1, 2, 5, 3 

 
6.  The hole is actually 

 
A. An old mine shaft. 
B. Believed to be haunted. 
C. Filled with gold. 
D. All of the above. 
 

7.  What to Cloyd after the avalanche? 
 

A. The bear cubs dig him out.  
B. The wardens help rescue him.  
C. Rusty spots his location.  
D. All of the above.  
 

8.  Why are Cloyd and the cubs on the run? 
 

A. The big black bear is chasing them. 
B. The game warden is chasing them.  
C. A bear hunter is chasing them.  
D. All of the above.  
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9.  Why does Cloyd continue to camp with the bears? 
 

A. He is waiting for them to sleep. 
B. He is afraid of the warden.  
C. He is lost in the mountains.  
D. He is looking for Walter.  
 

10.  Why does Rust bring back a male grizzly cub from Alaska? 
 

A. To encourage more bear hunting.  
B. To give the cubs a brother.  
C. To make up for the one he killed.  
D. To eliminate the bears in the region.  
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Final Assessment 
 
Directions: Choose the letter representing the best answer for each 
question. 
1.  When Walter was sick, what did Cloyd give him to help him feel better? 

 
A. Medicine.  
B. His bearstone. 
C. Homemade soup. 
D. Natural Ute Indian medicine.  

 
2.  During a grizzle bluff, bears reacts by 

 
A. Laying its ears back.  
B. Woofing several times. 
C. Popping its jaws.  
D. All of the above.  

 
3.  In the sentence, “’While you were bucking he second cutting up into the 

barn,’ the old man replied sheepishly.” (12) the word  sheepishly most 
closely means: 
 

A. Dumbfounded.  
B. Thankful.  
C. Sarcastic.  
D. Embarrassed.  

 
4.  In the sentence “His fright had a smell to it, an ominous sour smell 

suddenly coming out of his skin.” (151) the word ominous most closely 
means 
 

A. Omened. 
B. Threatening. 
C. Promising.  
D. Murky. 



Character Based Literacy Program Assessment   Name _______________ 
Bear Dance 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	
 

5.  The Spanish phrase el Portal del Diablo most closely means: 
 

A. The Devil’s Gateway. 
B. The Fool’s Window. 
C. The Shadow’s Enterance. 
D. The Portal’s Doorway.  

 
6.  Place the following events in chronological order: 

1. Rusty killed the grizzly for his own glory. 
2. Cloyd has a flashback to this dance where he felt like a bear.  
3. Cloyd meets Ursa, a woman who is researching grizzlies. 
4. Cloyd and Walter ride to the meadow where Cloyd saw the bear 

that Rusty killed. 
 

A. 1, 2, 4, 3 
B. 1, 2, 3, 4 
C. 2, 1, 4, 3 
D. 4, 1, 2, 3 

 
7.  How does Cloyd find the bears?  

 
A. By hunting them.  
B. Through Ursa’s expertise.  
C. By setting out food.  
D. From the bear dance music.  

 
8.  The word imminent in the phrase “….the more the search possessed 

him, and the more he became convinced that the moment of discovery 
was imminent. (41) most closely means: 
 

A. Disappearing.  
B. Whimsical.  
C. Looming.  
D. Daunting.  
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9.  In the sentence “The shaman is singing his oneness with the 
bear…”(77) the word shamans most closely means 
 

A. Researcher.  
B. Chief. 
C. Healer. 
D. Trainer. 

 
10.  What does Cloyd find and what is Walter looking for?  

 
A. Cloyd finds Ursa, Walter looks for traps. 
B. Cloyd finds Rusty, Walter looks for bears.  
C. Cloyd finds a bearstone, Walter looks for water.  
D. Cloyd finds scat, Walter looks for gold.  

 
11.  Place the following events in chronological order: 

 
1. Cloyd and Ursa run into two game wardens and tell them what 

they saw. 
2. Cloyd learns more about medicine men and grizzly spirits. 
3. Cloyd decides he needs to stay behind and catch fish for the 

cubs so they can survive. 
4. Cloyd scared away the big black bear.  
5. Cloyd befriended the cubs slowly and was able to feed them. 

 
A. 2, 3, 1, 4, 5 
B. 2, 4, 3, 1, 5 
C. 2, 1, 3, 4, 5 
D. 3, 2, 1, 4, 5 

 
12.  The wardens tranquilize the bears and put them in cages because… 

 
A. Haverford says the cubs need to be removed from the area. 
B. The bears need to be reintroduced into the region.  
C. The bears need to be placed on the Endangered Species List.  
D. The bears need to be moved to the zoo.  
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13.  Who stays behind to help the cubs?  
 

A. Cloyd, Ursa, Walter, and the Warden.  
B. Cloyd, Ursa, and Walter. 
C. Cloyd and Ursa.  
D. Cloyd.  

 
14.  The word obliged in the sentence “I’m much obliged” (105) most closely 

means 
 

A. Imposed.  
B. Unpleased. 
C. Annoyed.  
D. Grateful. 

 
15.  Who was eating the fish Cloyd was catching? 

 
A. The cubs. 
B. Wolves.  
C. A big black bear.  
D. An explorer.  

 
16.  What did Cloyd do with the hide of the female grizzly? 

 
A. He used it to make a tent. 
B. He cooked it for food. 
C. He buried it in the ground. 
D. He donned the dead grizzly’s hide. 

 
17.  Where do the cub bears fall?  

 
A. Into a deep hole.  
B. Into the river.  
C. Out of a tree.  
D. Off the edge of a trail.  
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18.  Place the following events in chronological order: 
1. A plane travels very low to where Sixto’s sheep and goats are 

and it causes them to scatter.  
2. Cloyd vowed not to tell Walter about the mine. 
3. By the time the men descended, another avalanche occurred, 

therefore wiping out any trace of Cloyd. 
4. Sixto tells him to use his tent and stove and food while Cloyd 

takes care of the cubs.  
5. Sixto and Cloyd go to where the cubs have fallen. 

 
A. 1, 4, 2, 5, 3 
B. 1, 5, 2, 4, 3 
C. 3, 1, 2, 4, 5 
D. 4, 1, 2, 5, 3 

 
19.  Why are Cloyd and the cubs on the run? 

 
A. The big black bear is chasing them. 
B. The game warden is chasing them.  
C. A bear hunter is chasing them.  
D. All of the above.  

 
20.  Why does Cloyd continue to camp with the bears? 

 
A. He is waiting for them to sleep. 
B. He is afraid of the warden.  
C. He is lost in the mountains.  
D. He is looking for Walter.  

 
21.  Why does Rust bring back a male grizzly cub from Alaska? 

 
A. To encourage more bear hunting.  
B. To give the cubs a brother.  
C. To make up for the one he killed.  
D. To eliminate the bears in the region.  
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22.  Who is the author of Bear Dance? 
 

A. Francisco Jimenez 
B. Will Hobbs  
C. John Steinbeck 
D. Walter Homely 

 
23.  The setting of Bear Dance is 

 
A. In the California mountains. 
B. In the Utah mountains. 
C. In the Colorado mountains. 
D. In the Nevada mountains.  

 
24.  Courage Requires ________________. 

 
A. Fortitude. 
B. Action. 
C. Daring. 
D. Moderation. 

 
25.  Where is Cloyd from? 

 
A. The Ute Indian tribe from Colorado. 
B. A group home from Utah. 
C. A farm in Utah. 
D. A farm in Colorado. 
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Answer Keys 
 
Week 1 Assessment 

1. C 
2. C 
3. D 
4. B 
5. A 
6. A 
7. B 
8. C 
9. D 
10. D 

 
Week 2 Assessment 

1. D 
2. D 
3. C 
4. C 
5. A 
6. D 
7. D 
8. C 
9. D 
10. A 

 
Week 3 Assessment 

1. D 
2. A 
3. B 
4. D 
5. B 
6. D 

7. A 
8. B 
9. A 
10. C 

 
Final Assessment 

1. B 
2. D 
3. D 
4. B 
5. A 
6. A 
7. D 
8. C 
9. C 
10. D 
11. C 
12. A 
13. D 
14. D 
15. C 
16. D 
17. A 
18. B 
19. B 
20. A 
21. C 
22. B 
23. C 
24. A 
25. B 

 
 


