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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Week 1 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Courage Requires Fortitude.   Courage is risk for a reason, not for a thrill. 
Courage requires we moderate our impulses and emotions. Courage leads me 
to consider the Heroic Journey in which people live for purposes bigger than 
themselves and their wants and needs. 

 
Review the pages that explain the stages of a Heroic Journey using Star Wars 
and The Wizard of Oz as examples. You will use this information throughout the 
book to add to a Heroic Journey Bookmark you will make today in step seven. 
 
What is the “Ordinary World” in the heroic journey? 
 
Research Greek and Roman Mythology: 
What are fauns? 
What are nymphs?   
What are dryads? 
What are dwarfs? 
 
What is the definition of proof?  
  
What is Turkish Delight?   
 
In the heroic journey, what is the “call to adventure”? 
 
What is a mentor?   
 
What are tests along the heroic journey? Who are allies, and who are enemies? 
 
What is credibility?  
 

 

 

 

The Heroic Journey 
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The Wizard of Oz vs. Star Wars 
This chart can be used for other films or heroic situations (Social Studies) or use it with other 

films Shrek, The Sandlot Kids, Raiders of the Lost Ark, or Spider Man or Harry Potter are good 
examples. A blank Heroic Journey Chart is attached. 

The Ordinary 
World 

The Wizard of Oz Star Wars 

Call to Adventure Dorothy is in Kansas on the farm 
and Toto is threatened. . .no one will 
listen 

Luke Skywalker is bored on this planetary 
farm with his aunt and uncle 

Call to Adventure Toto is threatened, Dorothy begins 
to run, then the TORNADO 

R2D2 brings an urgent message from 
Princess Leia 

Reluctant 
 Refuse the Call 

Dorothy hides. . .she’s not in 
Kansas anymore 

Luke has obligations at home and must 
stay; this changes when the farm is blown 
up 

Mentor The Good Witch Glenda 
encourages Dorothy. . .the ruby 
slippers 

Obi-Wan and the training tools of the Jedi 
Knight 

Cross the 
Threshold 

Dorothy sets out on the Yellow Brick 
Road 

Luke leaves home with his light saber 

Test, Allies, 
Enemies 

Dorothy gathers her companions. . 
.the Scarecrow, the Lion, and the 
Tin Man 

The cantina scene: Luke meets Hans 
Solo 

Approach the 
Innermost Cave 

Dorothy meets and has to approach 
the Wizard of Oz 

The Death Star pulls them in 

Ordeal Approaching and experiencing the 
Wicked Witches Castle 

The trash master scene 

Reward Dorothy has the witch’s broom to 
give the Wizard 

They survive and launch an attack 

The Road Back Deceived by the Wizard Dorothy 
learns he is a fake and she will still 
have to solve her own problems 

Darth Vadar pursues Luke 

Transformation Glenda enters and tells Dorothy that 
she has always had the power 

Hans Solo comes back to help, Luke 
trusts the Force, makes the shot and 
destroys the Death Star 

Return w/ the Gain 
of Experience 

Click the Ruby Slippers and goes 
home 

Award Ceremony. . .connection to the 
Jedi Knight 

Outcome There’s No Place Like Home Trust the Force 
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The Heroic Journey Overview 
Ordinary World The journey begins in the Ordinary World where you are board, feeling 

stuck, finding your life is going nowhere, or at least where you want it to 
go.  

Call to 
Adventure 

But then, unexpectedly, you receive a Call to Adventure. Often from a 
herald sometimes an invitation, a plea for help usually a disruption.  

Reluctant, 
Refuse the Call 

But our hero, bored and stuck is Reluctant to answer this call and even 
Refuses the Call. It’s too different, too many obligations, not now. . . 

Mentor This will change and the call will be answered, training will be required and 
for this a Mentor will enter to provide the expertise and wisdom with some 
tool or symbolic object necessary for the journey.  

Cross the 
Threshold 

You can’t stay in school and enjoy the wisdom of the mentor forever, 
somewhere the journey must begin and you must enter the special world 
where this heroic journey will take place, you Cross the Threshold and 
begin the journey. 

Test, Allies, & 
Enemies 

The journey is never alone, you need companions. Now the test comes, 
you find who will be with you and who will not. Who will be your friend, 
who will be enemies. This is the time of Test, Allies, &Enemies.  

Approach the 
Innermost Cave 

As you set off with companions you now approach your deepest fear, 
longing, desire and dread. You must Approach the Innermost Cave, get 
even closer to what causes you the most anxiety & pain.  

Ordeal You find yourself in the horrible mess you feared most. The Ordeal has 
come and you must summon everything heroic in yourself to get through 
it. The moment has come. . . 

Reward You have survived and won, you celebrate victory and leave with your 
Reward which you can celebrate.  

The Road Back The story isn’t over yet, you have to either stay in this special world or go 
return to the ordinary world which hero’s always do. The real proving is on 
The Road Back.  

Transformation What has our hero learned? Has he really changed? In this journey their 
old self really dies and is reborn as the new hero and this is where we 
really see it. A real Transformation when everything depends on it.  

Return w/ the 
Gain of 

Experience 

The heroic journey ends with what you learned out of this experience. Did 
you get the outcome? Return with what you take from the experience.  

Outcome In the simplest terms: What was it that you learned? 
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Final Writing Product: My Personal Heroic Journey 
Day 1. Chose a significant event to share with your reader. 

EVENT____________________________ 
 

Ordinary World 
Bored and stuck 

Day 2 of the lesson 

Today—write a paragraph about your life in your ordinary world prior to this event happening. 
Describe in detail what your ordinary world is like. Share about the space, sights, sounds, 
and the people who you see. 

Call to Adventure 
Plea for Help 

Day 5 of the lesson 

Today write about a time (real or imagined) you received a plea for help. This should be a 
very specific instance that you can detail in the rest of your narrative. This plea for help can 
be in the form of a invitation, plea for help, or a disruption.  

Reluctant, Refuse the Call 
Day 5 of the lesson 

Share how you enjoyed your ordinary world and you wanted to refuse the call.  

Mentor 
Who helps w/ Experience 

Day 5 of the lesson 

Who are your mentors in this situation? How have they helped you and given your support. 
List. 
 

Cross the Threshold 
Begin the Journey 
Day 6 of the lesson 

What happens that you decide you must start on your journey. Share how you begin your 
journey 

Test, Allies, & Enemies 
Who helps, who is against, what 

are your challenges. 
Day 5 and day 7 of the lesson 

Detail the tests, allies, and enemies you encountered along the way. 
Share who your friends are on your journey, give them names and how they have helped 
you.  
 Who are your enemies? Explain.  
 Who are your allies? What is the difference between your friends and your allies? 

Approach the Innermost 
Cave 

What is the biggest fear? 
Day 13 of the lesson 

 Based on the situation you are sharing write a paragraph about your most innermost 
cave. List 2-3 things that cause you the most anxiety as it relates to your situation.  
 

Ordeal 
The horrible mess 

Day 15 of the lesson 

Write a paragraph in which you detail for your reader your Ordeal. What is the most horrible 
mess you feared? What do you do to get through it? Be specific and detailed. How do your 
friends help?  

Reward 
You win/Celebrate 

Day 18 of the lesson 

As you conclude your journey you have gone through your ordeal and you have triumphed.  
 What is your reward? Was it internal or external?  
 How do you decide to return to your “normal” place? 
 What changes have occurred in you as a result of this event?  
 What have you learned?  
 Write a paragraph in which you share with the reader what you learned or gained 
from your experience. Make sure you reflect on your learning and your gains.  

The Road Back 
Stay in the special world or go 

back 
Day 18 of the lesson 

 
See above 

Transformation 
What was learned 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above 
 

Return w/ the Gain of 
Experience 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above 

Outcome 
What was learned 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above  
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The Heroic Journey—The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 
Enlarge this chart and fill in the cells as Lucy and her siblings go through each step of the 

journey.  
Ordinary World  

 
 

Call to Adventure  
 
 

Reluctant, Refuse 
the Call 

 
 
 

Mentor  
 
 

Cross the 
Threshold 

 
 
 

Test, Allies, & 
Enemies 

 
 
 

Approach the 
Innermost Cave 

 

Ordeal  
 
 

Reward  
 
 

The Road Back  
 
 

Transformation  
 
 

Return w/ the 
Gain of 

Experience 

 

Outcome  
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Final Writing Product: My personal HJ  

Ordinary World 
Bored and stuck 

 

 
 
 

Call to Adventure 
Plea for Help 

 

 

Reluctant, Refuse the 
Call 

Don’t want to go 

 

Mentor 
Who helps w/ Experience 

 

Cross the Threshold 
Begin the Journey 

 

 

Test, Allies, & Enemies 
Who helps, who is 

against, what are your 
challenges. 

 

Approach the 
Innermost Cave 

What is the biggest fear 

 

Ordeal 
The horrible mess 

 
 
 

Reward 
You win/Celebrate 

 
 
 

The Road Back 
Stay in the special world 

or go back 

 
 
 

Transformation 
What was learned 

 
 
 

Return w/ the Gain of 
Experience 

 

Outcome 
What was learned 
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Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 
splendid – 4 chap – 4 row - 4 armor – 6 wardrobe - 6 
mantelpiece – 
14 

gloomily – 16 flute – 16 distress – 17 dreadful - 22 

hoax – 25 wretched – 26 sledge – 28 gilded – 31 tassel - 31 
dominions – 34 mantle – 35 inquisitive – 36 courtiers – 39 nobles - 39 
reliable – 47 logic – 48 assume – 48 probable – 49 jeering - 50 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 
Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 
• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pp 3-53 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 
• Create and maintain a Venn Diagram of The Ordinary World (Outside London) 

and the Other World (Narnia). 
 
For the following weeks: 

• Add to the Heroic Journey Chart.  
• Maintain a list of enemies, allies and mentors (note: some allies may also turn 

out to be mentors). 
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• Maintain a Venn Diagram of the ordinary world (outside London) and the other 
world (Narnia). 

 
Character Chart: 
 Based on the reading and the information you have so far, create a character 
chart for the kids. You can choose one of the main characters or do a separate chart for 
each child. Add to it as you go through the reading.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

Having reviewed the Heroic Journey, create a chart with all the stages.  Leave 
space between each stage to fill in the corresponding information from the story as you 
go along. Summarize first part - The Ordinary World.  (After today, you will add to it daily 
in step 6.) 
  
Open Mind Portrait 
 Create an OMP for Lucy. What animal does the author use to describe her? 
What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she comes to the home and finds the 
wardrobe.  
 
One possible activity:  

If only Lucy had a camera, the others would believe her.  Do the next best thing 
and draw a snapshot of Lucy and Mr. Tumnus sitting before the fire in the cave.  Include 
as many details as possible. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she 
enters Narnia and meets Tumnus? Learns that the queen has a spell cast on the land? 
And learns that Tumnus is supposed to kidnap her? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your 
OMP.  
 
One possible activity:  

Make a postcard showing Edmund by the sledge.  Include all the other 
characters involved in the scene, the reindeer, the dwarf, the queen, etc. On the back, 
write a short apology note to Lucy. 
  
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she is 
ridiculed by her brothers and sister? As she returns to Narnia to learn that Edmund 
followed her? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
 
 
 
Draw a Venn diagram.   
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Label one circle, “The White Witch.”  Label the other, “The Queen of Narnia.”  
Under “Queen,” write down all the qualities she possesses as Edmund sees her.  Under 
“Witch” include all the qualities she possesses according to Mr. Tumnus and Lucy. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she 
meets Edmund in Narnia? As she learns that the Faun is alright? Add 3-5 new thoughts 
to your OMP.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
 Add to your OMP for Lucy. What is she thinking and feeling as she enters Narnia 
again? Once she learns that Edmund has been to Narnia? And as she hears him lie 
about the land? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
One possible activity:   

The professor invokes logic to convince Susan and Peter to assume Lucy is 
telling the truth.  He states that she is either lying, insane, or telling the truth.  Create a 
flow chart with a starting point and a final conclusion that depicts his flow of logic. 
 
Character Chart: 
 Based on the reading and the information you have so far, create a character 
chart for the kids. You can choose one of the main characters or do a separate chart for 
each child. Add to it as you go through the reading.  
 

Discussion  
 
Key Questions (pp 3-10) 

1. Who are the main characters so far?  During what time period does the tale take 
place? What is happening historically?  

2. Why does Peter suggest that their new situation will prove to be “perfectly 
splendid”?  Do you think he is right or wrong in his prediction?  Why? What 
insight does this comment give you into Peter’s personality?  

3. Is it realistic that young Lucy would remain on the other side of the wardrobe, 
alone for as long as she does without calling for the others?  What would you 
have done? 

4. What do Lucy’s actions tell you about her character?  Is she courageous, or 
merely brave? 

 
Key Questions (pp 11-23) 

1. Lucy meets the Faun and he refers to her has a daughter of Eve. What does he 
mean by that reference? Why would the author choose that phrase?  

2. Lucy decides to go with Tumnus, what advice would you give Lucy about 
following a strange faun through the forest to his cave? What does Lucy learn 
about Narnia and the Faun’s personality on their walk?  

3. What does Lucy experience when she arrives back at the Faun’s cave? 



© 2018 The President and Board of Trustees of Santa Clara College 
Visit us at www.scu.edu/character  

 

4. Lucy has to leave and the Faun tells her about his intentions. Why is he guilt 
ridden? What did he learn about Lucy and the White Witch? What did we learn 
about the Fauns’ character?  

5. The faun and Lucy depart. Do you think that Lucy will return to Narnia? Will the 
others believe what she saw and experienced?  Do you think they were worried 
about her?  

 
Key Questions (pp 24-33) 

1. What happened when Lucy returned from Narnia?  
2. Which is worse, her brothers and sisters not believing her or being teased by 

them? Have you ever been in a situation where you were not believed? How did 
you handle it?  

3. Why did Lucy return to the wardrobe? What do you think she wanted to gain by 
going back to it? Why did Edmund follow her? 

4. Who did Edmund meet in Narnia? Based on their experiences who do you think 
was wiser about sharing information, Edmund or Lucy? Do you think Edmund will 
be safe with the Queen? 

5. What do you think happened to Lucy?  Did she hear Edmund's calls from the 
forest? 

6. How do you think Edmund felt when he realized Lucy had been telling the truth? 
Have you ever heard something that sounded like a fantasy, only to find out it 
was really true? 

 
Key Questions (pp 34-43) 

1. How did the Queen treat Edmund? How did her attitude change when she 
learned he was “son of Adam”?  

2. Would you have accepted all of the kindness the witch offered?  
3. What does this interaction tell you about Edmunds character?  
4. Why do you think the Queen is so interested in meeting his brother and sisters? 
5. Is the lady on the sledge the Queen of Narnia or a witch? 
6. Will we see Mr. Tumnus again? Defend your prediction.  
7. What do you think Edmund will tell the others when they come back through the 

wardrobe? 
 

Key Questions (pp 44-53) 
1. What does Edmund do after he and Lucy return from Narnia? 
2. Why doesn’t he tell the truth?  Explain your answer. 
3. What argument(s) does the professor use to convince Peter and Susan that Lucy 

may be telling the truth?  
4. The professor encourages the children to judge others on their character - the 

history of ones prior actions - rather than on the narrow view of what they believe 
to be true or possible.  What factors do you consider when you decide whether or 
not to trust someone? 

5. Have you ever believed in something you could not see, touch, or prove? 
6. What do you think will happen now that all four children are in the wardrobe? 

 
EXTEND 
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Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph – 8 

“‘This must be a simply enormous wardrobe!’ thought Lucy, going still further in 
and pushing the soft folds of the coats aside to make room for her.  Then she noticed 
that there was something crunching under her feet. ‘I wonder is that more moth-balls?’ 
she thought, stooping down to feel it with her hand.  But instead of feeling the hard, 
smooth wood of the floor of the wardrobe, she felt something soft and powdery and 
extremely cold. ‘This is very queer,’ she said and went on a step or two further.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Lucy has found herself in a parallel universe.  Where did she come from?  Why 
did arrive with her siblings at the professor’s house?  What was she doing when she 
found the wardrobe?  Why is she alone?   
 Recount the story (in narrative form) to this point, explaining step by step how 
she ended up in Narnia.  Introduce Lucy to expand on her character. Tell your reader 
her story based on her perspective to this point. Use dialog if appropriate to help tell her 
story. Use precise words, phrases, and transitions to convey sequence and time.  
Provide a conclusion that reflects on Lucy and the events that have gotten her to this 
point.  
  
Final Writing Project – Part 1.  
Think of a narrative or story you would like to share with your reader.  
Pick one event that is significant to you. The more focused the event the easier the 
story is to tell.  
Examples: 
 Winning the game with a great play,  
 The first time you drove a car,  
 The first time you learned something new,  
 The first time you road a roller coaster;  
 The first time you went on an interview or your first day on a job.  
 
Key Paragraph – 15-16 
 “And when Lucy was tired of eating, the faun began to talk.  He had wonderful tales to 
tell of life in the forest.  He told about the midnight dances and how the Nymphs who 
lived in the wells and Dryads who lived in the trees came out to dance with the Fauns; 
about parties after the milk-white stag who could give you wishes if you caught him; 
about feasting and treasure-seeking with the wild Red-Dwarfs in deep mines and 
caverns far beneath the forest floor; and then about summer when the woods were 
green and old Silenius on his fat donkey would come visit them and sometimes Baccus 
himself, and then the streams would run with wine, instead of water and the forest 
would give itself up to jollification for weeks on end.” 
 
Writing Prompt 
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Lucy has found Narnia, a place not of the ordinary world.  Think of a time and 
place that you had an experience that was out of your “norm” (think about being on a 
vacation, a different city, new school, new job, or a sports team) 

Write a paragraph in which you describe this “place” with descriptive 
details and a logical flow of events. This place can be real or imagined. Use 
descriptive language, details, and sensory language to describe this place and to 
capture action or experiences.  
 
Final Writing Project – Part 2 

Before, you were asked to pick a significant life event (real or imagined) to share 
with your reader.  

Today—write a paragraph about your life in your ordinary world prior to 
this event happening. Describe in detail what your ordinary world is like. Share 
about the space, sights, sounds, and the people who you see.  
 
Key Paragraph – 30 
“ ‘She’s angry about all the things I’ve been saying lately,’ thought Edmund. And though 
he did not like to admit that he had been wrong, he also did not like being alone in this 
strange, cold, quiet place; so he shouted again.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Pretend you are Edmund and are going to apologize to Lucy.  
Write a full apology letter to Lucy.  Address what you did wrong.  Tell her how 
remorseful you are and tell her how you intend to behave differently in the future. 

Write this letter in the form of a dialog between Edmund and Lucy.  
Use precise words and phrases and details to convey your experiences and 
events.  

Conclude your dialog with a statement that follows form and reflects on the 
events that have taken place.  
 
Key Paragraph – 42   
“ ‘You can’t always believe what fauns say,’ said Edmund, trying to sound as if he knew 
far more about them than Lucy.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Edmund and Lucy have different opinions about the Queen/Witch. Which do you 
believe is the truth?   

Write a narrative/character introduction in which you introduce the 
Queen/Witch to your reader. Use information from the text to describe her traits 
and support your opinion of her as a queen or as a witch. Use examples from the 
text to back up your viewpoint. Use dialog or details to support your viewpoint.  
 
Key Paragraph – 48 
“‘Logic!’ said the Professor half to himself. ‘Why don’t they teach logic at these schools?  
There are only three possibilities.  Either your sister is telling lies, or she is mad, or she 
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is telling the truth.  You know she doesn’t tell lies, and it is obvious that she is not mad.  
For the moment then, we must assume that she is telling the truth.’” 
 
Writing Prompt 

After the professor reminds Susan and Peter that Lucy is neither a liar, nor 
insane, the children press him to explain why they found nothing but the back of the 
wardrobe when they looked for themselves, and how Lucy’s story could possibly be true 
when she was only gone from their sight for a few moments.   
 Think of a time that you had and experience (good or bad, real or imagined) 
and you were not believed. Write a narrative in which you describe in detail the 
experience. Engage your reader by introducing them to the situation and the 
characters. Organize the event so it flows logically. Use good transitions and 
precise language to engage your reader. Be very specific and share the details of 
this one event and what it felt like to not be believed. Include a conclusion that 
reflects on your experiences.  
  
Final Writing Product – Part 3 

Today write about a time (real or imagined) you received a plea for help. This 
should be a very specific instance that you can detail in the rest of your narrative. This 
plea for help can be in the form of a invitation, plea for help, or a disruption.  

Share how you enjoyed your ordinary world and you wanted to refuse the 
call.  

Who are your mentors in this situation? How have they helped you and 
given your support.  

Detail the tests, allies, and enemies you encountered along the way.  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Week 2 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Courage Requires Fortitude.   Courage is risk for a reason, not for a thrill. 
Courage requires we moderate our impulses and emotions. Courage leads me 
to consider the Heroic Journey in which people live for purposes bigger than 
themselves and their wants and needs. 

 
What is treason?  
 
Describe what it means to, “cross the threshold,” in the heroic journey. 
 

What is the significance of the robin?  
 
Who are allies and enemies in the heroic journey? What are tests? Provide 
examples from the reading.  

 
Who is Lilith in mythology?  
 
Why are lions called King of the Beasts? 
 
What is the definition of justification? 
 
For information on winged horses See: 
http://gogreece.about.com/od/mythology/a/mythpegasus.htm 
For information on centaurs see:  
http://monsters.monstrous.com/centaurs.htm 
For information on dragons see:  
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/170779/dragon 
For information on giants see:  
http://www.pantheon.org/articles/g/giant.html 
 
Who is Father Christmas? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 
arctic – 56 treason – 58 fraternizing – 

58 
enchantment – 
59 

alighted – 61  

beckoned – 65 boughs – 65 betray – 67 merely – 69 trifle - 69 



© 2018 The President and Board of Trustees of Santa Clara College 
Visit us at www.scu.edu/character  

 

gloomy will  peddler sternly stratagem 
turret – 92 mere – 94 gloating – 96  jeering – 96 pillars - 98 
handkerchiefs – 
101 

abide – 102 curtsey -107 sheath – 108 quiver - 108 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• mention the setting and main character 
• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pp 54-110 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
For the following weeks: 

• Add to your bookmark or chart. 
• Maintain a list of enemies, allies and mentors (note: some allies may also turn 

out to be mentors). 
• Maintain a Venn Diagram of the ordinary world (outside London) and the other 

world (Narnia). 
• Maintain a Venn diagram of the character traits of Lucy and Edmund. 

 
Character Chart: 
 Based on the reading and the information you have so far, create a character 
chart for the kids. You can choose one of the main characters or do a separate chart for 
each child. Add to it as you go through the reading.  
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EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
One possible activity: 
 Review your snapshot of Mr. Tumnus’s cave from day two.  Create another 
snapshot depicting the struggle that must have gone on.  Include as many details as 
possible.  Be sure to include the broken door, the smashed items, and the note nailed to 
the carpet. 
 
 Before the children go any further, flip the snapshot over and draw a map from 
Mr. Tumnus’s cave back to the wardrobe.  You may wish to include the location of the 
Queen’s castle between the two hills as well as the lamppost. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP for Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she 
learns that Edmond had been lying about his experience in Narnia? As Peter and Susan 
apologized to her? And as she learned about Tumnus? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your 
OMP.  
 
Open Mind Portrait: 
Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she learns 
about Aslan? The evilness of the queen? And that Edmond is missing? Add 3-5 new 
thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Review the poem below:  
 
“Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes into sight, 
At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 
When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, 
And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.” 
 

The poem above says nothing of the Queen.  Nor does it mention the sons and 
daughters of Adam and Eve, or the many forest creatures who have been turned to 
stone. 

Write another stanza for this poem that explains what Aslan will do for/to these 
subjects.  Try to mimic the style of the rhyme. How many syllables are in each line?  
Which words should rhyme? 

On one side of your paper, draw a map leading from the beaver dam to the 
castle.  Be sure to include important landmarks along the way such as the small river 
and the two hills.  Include good visual representations of the dam and the castle.  

On the other side of the paper, draw as best you can, what Edmund saw as he 
walked through the courtyard. 

Or 
Quickly research one of the following mythical creatures:  winged horses, 

centaurs, dragons, dwarves, or giants.  
Draw or describe the creature in writing.  Then include a brief (paragraph) 

explanation of the myth's origins and the creature’s characteristics. 
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Open Mind Portrait 

Add to your Open Mind Portrait of Lucy.  What do you think she is thinking and 
feeling as they being their journey? As she tires? And as she meets Father Christmas? 
Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 

Discussion  
 
Key Questions (pp 54-62) 

1. What does Edmund say to give away the fact that he has been in Narnia before? 
2. The author continues to associate Edmund with an obsession for food.  What do 

you think the author is trying to convey to the reader about his character?  Do 
you think Lewis is successful?   

3. Having come upon the ruins of Mr. Tumnus’s cave, what would you advise the 
children to do?  Turn back?  Go on?  Why? 

4. Have you ever had to put your own needs, health, and safety aside for the benefit 
of another?  What happened?  Would you do it again? 

 
Key Questions (pp 63-76) 

1. What pushes the children to continue following the beaver? Would you have 
trusted him? What is faith?  

2. Who do you think Aslan is? What do you think Aslan represents?  Why did 
Edmund have such a negative reaction when he was mentioned?  

3. You’ve heard the phrase, “busy as a beaver.”  What details does the author 
provide to convince the reader that these beavers are “busy”?  Is Lewis 
successful in this characterization? 

4. What do you think will happen next? 
5. Are the beavers enemies?  Allies?  Mentors?  Will they issue the call to 

adventure, or is this the in-most cave? 
 
Key Questions (pp 77-81) 

1. The children learn what has happened to Tumnus. Peter tries to imagine a 
strategy to get into the castle and free Mr. Tumnus.  Can you come up with a 
strategy of your own?   

2. Mr. Beaver describes Aslan as, “not safe, but good” what is the difference 
between the two? Can you be good without being safe? What does he refer to 
when he says he is not safe?  

3. Why do you think Lewis includes the rhyme in the beaver’s call to adventure?  
What does the rhyme suggest about the children’s destiny that his own words 
cannot? 

4. Why do you think the author chooses Edmund to ask Mr. Beaver if the Queen is 
capable of turning Aslan to stone?  What do you think he is planning? 

6. Have you ever faced a “call to adventure” – perhaps a challenge that seemed 
impossible? What do you think the children will be asked to do? 

7. Why doesn’t Mr. Beaver want to look for Edmund? How will leaving him with the 
queen save the others? Is it appropriate or ethical to sacrifice one to save many?  
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Key Questions (pp. 89-99) 
1. What is Edmund thinking about as he makes his way toward the castle? What 

was his main purpose for leaving the others and seeking out the queen? Does 
that justify his behavior?  

2. Edmond left the others and was cold and miserable. He would have returned but 
his ego got in the way. Have you ever experienced a time when you knew the 
right thing to do, but were scared of what others might say or do? Explain.  

3. What thoughts kept Edmond going? What were his motivations? What does the 
phrase what the large print givith, the small print givith away refer to? Do you 
think Edmond will be made King without having to sacrifice something? 

4. Foreshadowing is a literary device that authors use to suggest what might be 
coming up later in the story.  What might C.S. Lewis be foreshadowing when he 
writes that “…the clouds rolled away and the moon came out”? 

5. What does Edmond find in the courtyard? How is he able to justify all of the 
statues?  

6. Edmond is taken to the queen. Is this the reception from the queen that Edmund 
expected?  Is it the reception you expected? 

7. The author writes that Edmund is justifying what he knows down deep is the 
wrong thing to do?  Have you ever found yourself or someone you know doing 
this?   

 
Key Questions (pp. 100-110) 

1. Why does Mrs. Beaver want to bring her sewing machine along? 
2. Mrs. Beaver takes time to pack for their journey. The kids are impatient and they 

want to go? What does this preparedness say about Mrs. Beaver? If you were in 
trouble would you want her on your team? Why? If you had to prepare for this 
type of journey what would you take? 

3. What does the author mean when he says Peter’s voice was “pale”?  
4. If Lucy and Susan are not meant to battle, why have they been given weapons? 
5. If you were Lucy or Susan, how would you respond to Father Christmas when he 

says, “…battles are ugly when women fight”? 
6. Have you ever had to respectfully disagree with someone? What does it mean to 

respectfully disagree? Explain the situation? Is it appropriate to respectfully 
disagree?  

 
 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph – 58 
“The former occupant of these premises, the Faun Tumnus is under arrest and awaiting 
his trial on a charge of high treason against her imperial majesty Jadis, Queen of 
Narnia, Chatelaine of Cair Paravel, Empress of the Lone Islands, etc., also of 
comforting her said majesty’s enemies, harboring spies and fraternizing with Humans. 
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 Signed MAUGRIM, Captain of the Secret Police 
  LONG LIVE THE QUEEN!” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Pretend you are a newspaper reporter for the Narnia Times. Write a short 
narrative article about the arrest of Mr. Tumnus.  Tell what was done to his home and 
elaborate on the charges of treason, comforting, harboring, and fraternizing.  Pretend 
that you interviewed the Queen and include a quote from her.   

As you introduce the situation engage your reader by establishing your 
characters and relevant details. Use a variety of transition words and concise 
language to maintain flow. Use relevant details and quotes/dialog when 
appropriate.  
 
Final Writing Product 
 Today you decide to start on your journey. Write a paragraph in which you share 
what happens to you to make you start on your journey.  
 
Key Paragraph – 68 
“At the name of Aslan each one of the children felt something jump in its inside.  
Edmund felt a sensation of mysterious horror.  Peter felt suddenly brave and 
adventurous.  Susan felt as if some delicious smell or some delightful strain of music 
had just floated by her.  And Lucy got the feeling you have when you wake in the 
morning and realize that it is the beginning of the holidays or the beginning of summer.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Aslan is clearly a very powerful being, possibly powerful enough to free Narnia 
from the grip of the Queen/Witch.  Think of  a time you met someone who made you 
feel like you were brave, adventurous, giddy, or someone who made you feel bad. 
 Write a narrative in which you describe this person. Introduce your 
character and share how you met him or her. Give details (real or imagined) about 
the encounter. Use clear and concise language with as much vivid detail as you 
can.  
 
Final Writing Product 
 Share who your friends are on your journey, give them names and how they 
have helped you.  
 Who are your enemies? Explain.  
 Who are your allies? What is the difference between your friends and your allies? 
 
Key Paragraph – 79-80 
“ ‘That’s right, Son of Adam,’ said Mr. Beaver, bringing his paw down on the table with a 
crash that made all the cups and saucers rattle.  ‘And so you shall.  Word has been sent 
that you are to meet him, tomorrow if you can, at the Stone Table.’” 
 
Writing Prompt 
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Think of a time that you have been asked or told you were going to do 
something? You were scared, intimidated, or elated that you got the opportunity.  
 Write a one paragraph narrative in which you introduce the situation and 
the characters. Share the experience with your readers, what happened? Who 
was involved? How did you feel? Give them details that bring the situation to life 
for them. Use clear and concise language and a logical flow. Close with a 
concluding statement that reflects on your experience.  
 
Key Paragraph – 89 
“  . . . As for what the Witch would do with the others, he didn’t want her to be 
particularly nice to them—certainly not to put them on the same level as himself; but he 
managed to believe, or to pretend he believed, that she wouldn’t do anything very bad 
to them, ‘Because,’ he said to himself, ‘all these people who say nasty things about her 
are her enemies and probably half of it isn’t true.  She was jolly nice to me anyway, 
much nicer than they are.  I expect she is the rightful Queen really.  Anyway, she’ll be 
better than that awful Aslan!’” 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Recall that Edmund spent most of his journey justifying his actions to himself.  
(See pages 89 and 91). Think of a time in your life that you had to justify your actions to 
yourself or to others (real or imagined, good or bad).  
 Write a one paragraph narrative in which you share this event with your 
reader. Introduce the situation and the characters. Share what events transpired 
that you had to justify. Use clear and concise language and transitions. Use a 
logical order to share the event with your reader. Conclude with a statement that 
helps you reflect on the event.  
 
Key Paragraph – 109 
“ ‘Why, Sir?’ said Lucy. ‘I think—I don’t know—but I think I could be brave enough.’ 
 
‘That is not the point,’ he said. ‘But battles are ugly when women fight.  And now’—here 
he suddenly looked less grave—‘here is something for the moment for you all!” 
 
 
 
 
Writing Prompt 

Pretend you are Lucy interacting with Father Christmas. He claims that battles 
are ugly when women fight. She is claiming she can be brave. Have you had a time 
when you had to be brave? 
 Write a one paragraph narrative in which you detail an experience that you 
had to be brave. It can be real or imagined. Introduce your characters and the 
situation. Share the situation using a logical flow of events. Organize your details 
in an organized manner. Use clear and concise language and dialog if needed. 
Use relevant details and sensory details to capture the scenario. Close with a 
statement that reflects on the situation.  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Week 3 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Courage Requires Fortitude.   Courage is risk for a reason, not for a thrill. 
Courage requires we moderate our impulses and emotions. Courage leads me 
to consider the Heroic Journey in which people live for purposes bigger than 
themselves and their wants and needs. 
 

What is the difference between empathy and sympathy?  
 Empathy Sympathy 
Definition Understanding what others 

are feeling because you have 
experienced it yourself or can 
put yourself in their shoes. 

Acknowledging another 
person's emotional hardships 
and providing comfort and 
assurance. 

Example I know it's not easy to lose 
weight because I have faced 
the same problems myself. 

When people try to make 
changes like this 
(e.g. lose some weight) at first 
it seems difficult. 

 Relating to someone because 
you have been in a similar 
situation 

Ability to be comforting.  

 In today’s reading Edmond is empathetic to the animals in the forest for the first 
time because he has become a victim of the witches reign.  
 As you set off with your companions you now approach that which is your 
deepest hear and longing and desire and dread, and Approach the innermost Cave. 
You must approach get even closer to what causes you the most anxiety and pain.  
 
What is forgiveness?  
How do you forgive?  
What are the benefits of forgiving someone? 
What is sacrifice?  
Should good deeds be rewarded?  
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Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 
repulsive – 111 gaiety – 115 gluttony – 115 vermin -115 self-indulgence 

- 115 
glimpse – 126 solemn – 126 overwhelming – 

126 
forelegs – 131 bane - 133 

traitor – 141 gravely – 141 scepter – 141 treachery – 142 forfeit - 142 
fords – 145 roused – 146 dismay -151 appeased – 

155 
despair - 155 

rabble – 156 specters – 156 spitefulness – 
158 

nobler – 160 incantation - 
163 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• mention the setting and main character 
• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pp. 111-166 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

• Add to your bookmark or chart. 
• Maintain a list of enemies, allies and mentors (note: some allies may also turn 

out to be mentors). 
• Maintain a Venn Diagram of the ordinary world (outside London) and the other 

world (Narnia). 
• Maintain a Venn diagram of the character traits of Lucy and Edmund. 

 
Character Chart: 
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 Based on the reading and the information you have so far, create a character 
chart for the kids. You can choose one of the main characters or do a separate chart for 
each child. Add to it as you go through the reading.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Postcard: 
Create a postcard depicting one of the scenes from this chapter where Edmund is being 
treated as a prisoner, not a prince.  On the other side of the postcard write a brief 
message to his siblings saying what you think he would want them to know at this point.  
Address it to them at the Stone Table, Narnia 99999. 
 
One possible activity: 

Review the description of what the children saw from the top of the hill, located 
on pages 125-126.  Recreate/sketch the scene, including as many details as possible - 
the view from afar, the encampment, the Stone Table, the residents, etc. 
 
Cartoon 

Create a cartoon of Aslan and the witch.  Depict, using speech and thought 
bubbles, what each may be saying and thinking during this conversation.  Remember 
that this is war.  While each may be saying one thing, what they are planning may be 
completely different. 
 
One possible activity: 

Review the description of the conversation between Aslan and Peter on page 
146.  Create a schematic or a blueprint-type drawing that lays out the strategy of attack 
for one of the two battle possibilities mentioned by Aslan.  Think about how you will 
divide the troops and from where you will have them attack.  Be sure to include the 
children, as well as the centaurs and the scouts.  Include any other groups as you are 
inclined. 

Or 
Review the list of strange and mythical evil creatures on page 151.  Draw and 

label at least three of these including as much detail as you can - and/or write a 
complete description of at least three of these creatures.  Include as many sensory 
details as possible, so that they come to life for the reader. 
 
One possible activity: 

Pretend you are Lucy.  Write a memo to yourself to remind you of the three most 
important things you need to do before leaving the witch’s castle. 
 
 
 
 
Open Mindy Portrait 
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Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling about the 
death of Aslan? Her ability to help? And his resurrection? Add three to five new 
thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions (pp 111-122) 

1. What is the witch’s plan?  What about it has she revealed?  And what have you 
inferred?  

2. What words does the author use to signal the reader how he feels about 
Edmund? 

3. If you were Edmund, what would you want to say to your siblings?  What would 
you be thinking about as you trudged ahead of the witch, being whipped by a 
dwarf? 

4. Have you ever been wrong about someone you thought you could trust?   
5. Will Maugrim and his posse overtake the Beavers and the children before they 

rendezvous with Aslan? 
6. How has Edmond changed in this chapter?  

 
Key Questions (pp 123-133) 

1. What happens when the troupe gets to the top of the hill? 
2. When the children and beavers first spotted Aslan they had a discussion on how 

to approach, son of man before animals, ladies first, “you are the eldest”. Peter 
finally drew his sword and went to meet Aslan. What does this tell you about his 
character? What do you think the author is trying to foreshadow about his 
character?  

3. What does Peter mean when he says it is partially his fault that Edmund betrayed 
them?  Aslan was very compassionate when he heard about Edmond. What 
does this symbolize?  

4. Aslan shows Peter Cair Paravel and tells him he will be king since he is first born. 
Why does birth order matter? Should things/ideas/customs be shared with only 
the first born? Explain.  

5. What did the sound of the horn signify? What did Aslan mean when he said to let 
the prince win his spurs?  

6. Why does Aslan tell Peter to wipe his sword?  
7. Aslan is about to give Peter some advice about ruling Narnia when the battle 

begins.  What do you think he was going to say? 
8. What do you think Peter has already learned since entering Narnia about being a 

leader? 
 
Key Questions (pp 134-144) 

1. What line of reasoning did the witch use in deciding to sacrifice Edmund?  
2. What do you think Aslan said to Edmund as they walked along together? 
3. Aslan told the children, “he is your brother and there is no need to talk about the 

past”. Why do you think Aslan wanted them to focus on the future? How does 
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dwelling on past issues prevent you from moving forward? Do you think this is 
good advice?  

4. What do you think Aslan negotiated in order to spare Edmund? 
5. Do you trust the word of the witch?  Why or why not? 

 
Key Questions (pp 145-155) 

1. Who is the hero of this story?  Can there be more than one? 
2. Why do you think Aslan is telling Peter how to lead the battles?  Where does 

Aslan expect to be while the battles are taking place? Why is it important for 
Aslan to impart as much wisdom to Peter as possible.  

3. Why does the witch order that Aslan be shaved first? 
4. Using the definition of courage provided at the beginning of each day’s lesson, 

evaluate whether Aslan is acting courageously by giving his life.   
5. Have you ever sacrificed your needs or wants for others?  Has anyone ever 

sacrificed for you?  Explain. 
6. Why are the others still afraid of Aslan when it is clear he has given up? 

 
Key Questions (pp 156-166) 

1. What were the mice doing? 
2. Why was it important to Lucy and Susan to free Aslan? If you were the girls what 

would you have told him?  
3. When did you first suspect that Aslan was going to revive?  Were you surprised 

by how he came back to life? 
4. Why do you think Aslan decided to go directly to the witch’s castle instead of 

rejoining the war party? 
5. What does Aslan intend to do now that they have reached the witch’s castle 

ahead of her? 
6. Have you ever been as miserable as Lucy or Susan when they saw their leader 

sacrificed?  Could you relate to the description of Lucy and Susan flying through 
the forest atop a lion? 

7. How does this chapter introduce the theme of good versus evil?  
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph – 114 
“ . . .This was a terrible journey for Edmund." 
 
Writing Prompt 

While Edmund may have been brave in splitting off from his brother and sisters in 
order to seek out the “queen” alone in the dead of winter, it was not a courageous act.  
All along he knew deep inside that he was doing the wrong thing, but refused to listen to 
his inner voice.  Instead, he convinced himself using “super-optimism” that he was right 
and it was everyone else who was wrong.  After all, no one knew that he would soon be 
the king, that he had big plans for Narnia, or that the “evil witch” was simply a 
misunderstood and loving “queen.”  
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At this point in the story, Edmund’s true enemies have been revealed.  It is time 
for Edmund to think of others, rather than himself.  Pretend you are Edmund.   

Write a play-by-play plan of escape so that he may reach the Stone Table 
ahead of the witch and warn the others of what is coming.  Be creative as well as 
specific and sequential. 
 
Key Paragraph – 128 
“ ‘That was partly my fault, Aslan. I was angry with him and I think that helped him to go 
wrong.’ 
And Aslan said nothing either to excuse Peter or to blame him but merely stood looking 
at him with his great unchanging eyes.  And it seemed to all of them that there was 
nothing to be said.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Aslan did have something to say to Peter, however.  He took him aside and 
showed him Cair Paravel, where he would one day reign as King.  Pretend that Aslan 
was going to continue imparting wisdom to Peter before the battle interrupted him.  
Have you ever had someone give you wisdom about any type of situation? 
 Write a narrative in which you share in detail the situation and the wisdom 
that was given. Introduce the situation, the characters, and the context. Use 
narrative techniques to develop the events (dialog, pacing, and description). Use 
precise words and phrases. Conclude with a statement which follows and reflects 
on the situation.  
 
Final Writing Product 
 Based on the situation you are sharing write a paragraph about your most 
innermost cave. List 2-3 things that cause you the most anxiety as it relates to your 
situation.  
 
Key Paragraph – 139 
“ . . . As soon as they had breakfasted they all went out and there they saw Aslan and 
Edmund walking together in the dewy grass, apart from the rest of the court.  There is 
no need to tell you (and no one ever heard) what Aslan was saying, but it was a 
conversation which Edmund never forgot.  As the others drew nearer Aslan turned to 
meet them, bringing Edmund with him.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Edmond never forgot the conversation he had with Aslan. Think of a time you 
had a conversation with someone that has stayed with you.  

Write a one paragraph narrative in which you share the details of your 
conversation. Introduce your paragraph giving context to the situation and the 
characters. Use dialog to help tell the story. Use clear and concise language and 
keep the details organized in a logical flow. Conclude with a statement that 
reflects on the situation.  
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Key Paragraph – 154 
“‘The cowards! The cowards!’ sobbed Susan. ‘Are they still afraid of him, even now?’”  
 
Writing Prompt 

Review the description of courage, which begins each day’s lesson.  Make use of 
the definition to logically argue that this is a cowardly, rather than a courageous mob.  
Provide a thesis.  Use examples from in the form of a narrative from your own 
experiences.  Provide a conclusion that reflects on your introduction.  
 
Final writing product: 

Write a paragraph in which you detail for your reader your Ordeal. What is the 
most horrible mess you feared? What do you do to get through it? Be specific and 
detailed. How do your friends help?  
 
Key Paragraph – 163 
“'It means,’ said Aslan, ‘that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic, there is a magic 
deeper still which she did not know.  Her knowledge goes back only to the dawn of time.  
But if she could have looked a little further back, into the stillness and the darkness 
before time dawned, she would have read there a different incantation.  She would have 
known that when a willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a 
traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and Death itself would start working backward.  
And now—‘” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Think of a time that you were involved in a battle or situation of good versus evil.  
Write a narrative (real or imagined) that details the situation. Introduce your characters 
and the context of the situation. Organize your writing to give a logical flow to the 
events. Conclude with a statement which reflects on the situation.  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Week 4 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Courage Requires Fortitude.   Courage is risk for a reason, not for a thrill. 
Courage requires we moderate our impulses and emotions. Courage leads me 
to consider the Heroic Journey in which people live for purposes bigger than 
themselves and their wants and needs. 

 
What is tradition? 
 
What does it mean to form alliances? 
  
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
prodigious – 
168 

plumage – 168 crimson – 168 ransacking – 
171 

saccharine - 
173 

valiant – 184 thicket – 185 quarry – 185 foreboding – 
186 

array - 187 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• mention the setting and main character 
• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pp. 167-189  

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  
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Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

• Add to your bookmark or chart. 
• Maintain a list of enemies, allies and mentors (note: some allies may also turn 

out to be mentors). 
• Maintain a Venn Diagram of the ordinary world (outside London) and the other 

world (Narnia). 
• Maintain a Venn diagram of the character traits of Lucy and Edmund. 

 
Character Chart: 
 Based on the reading and the information you have so far, create a character 
chart for the kids. You can choose one of the main characters or do a separate chart for 
each child. Add to it as you go through the reading.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
One possible activity: 

Create a poster meant to intimidate the witch’s army from wanting to return to 
battle.  It should include a visual and a text message convincing them that they should 
surrender.  You will send this along shortly with Aslan’s proposal that you write today 
suggesting a way to end the war immediately. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP of Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she 
sees the animals return to their normal form? Meets Mr. Tumnus again? And returns to 
the battle field with the army?  
 
One possible activity: 

Pretend you are one of the children - Lucy, Edmund, Peter, or Susan - and that 
you have written a memoir of your days in Narnia.  Create a cover for your book.  
Include a title (something other than The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe) and a 
visual representation of your heroic journey.  Include a quote from your memoir at the 
bottom of the book jacket that demonstrates what you learned from your adventure. 
   
Open Mind Portrait 
 Add to your OMP for Lucy. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she 
is able to heal the wounded? Becomes a queen? And returns to the professor? Add 3-5 
new thoughts to complete your OMP.  
 
 

Discussion  
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Key Questions (pp 167-177) 

1. How do the statues come back to life? What power does Aslan possess?  
2. Why is it important for Aslan to make sure all of the prisoners were found and 

brought back to life?  
3. Where is Edmund during the battle?  Do you think it was intentional of Lewis to 

leave him out of the battle? 
4. How does Aslan organize the animals? Do you think he is logical in his thought 

process?  
5. If you were to write a proposal for the witch’s surrender, what would be your 

demands?  What concessions might you be willing to make? Is there room for 
her to surrender?  

 
Key Questions (pp 178-189) 

1.  Who are the heroes in this story?  Who turned out to be the surprise hero? 
2. What do you think Lucy learned from her ordeal?  How about Edmund?  Peter?  

Susan? 
3. Why do you think Aslan left? Do you think he would have stayed if he didn’t trust 

the children?  
4. Aslan tells them that once they are a King or Queen in Narnia they will always be 

a king or queen. At the end of the novel the professor tells them the same thing. 
What do you think he means by this? Do you think he has visited Narnia too? 
What clues from  the novel support your ideas? 

4. Do you think these four will soon find themselves involved in another heroic 
journey?  What new things will they discover about themselves next time? 

5. If you were to tell your life to this point using the formula for a hero’s journey, what 
might you write about?  What would be the message to your readers? 

6. Would you read another C.S. Lewis book in the future? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph – 177 
“ . . . The lion and witch had rolled over together but with the witch underneath; and at 
the same moment all war-like creatures whom Aslan had led from the witch’s house 
rushed madly on the enemy lines, dwarfs with their battleaxes, dogs with teeth, the giant 
with his club (and his feet also crushed dozens of the foe), unicorns with their horns, 
centaurs with swords and hoofs.  And Peter’s tired army cheered, and the newcomers 
roared, and the enemy squealed and gibbered till the wood re-echoed with the din of 
that onset.” 
 
 
 
Writing Prompt 
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 Think about a time someone or something happened to change the course of 
events for you when things seemed dismal. It could have been a simple smile, a 
conversation, a special gift or time.  
 Write a narrative in which you describe the situation. Introduce your 
characters and the context you interacted with them. Use techniques to develop 
the characters and the situation. Use clear and concise language. Conclude your 
paragraph with a statement which reflects on your introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph – 182 
“'Once a king or queen in Narnia, always a king or queen.  Bear it well, sons of Adam!  
Bear it well, Daughters of Eve!’ said Aslan.” 
 
Writing Prompt 

Write a paragraph about your greatest triumph in life so far.  Describe the triumph 
and the effort it took to get there.  Were the rewards internal or external - meaning were 
you the only one that celebrated your success, or did others participate in the ceremony 
as well?  What did you learn about yourself from this triumph?  How did it change your 
life and the way you view life? 

Or 
Imagine your greatest future triumph.  Then imagine the awards ceremony that 

would follow.  Write a creative paragraph or two setting the scene and describing 
thoroughly your future award ceremony.  Think about the award you are receiving, what 
you had to do to get it, and the setting in which you will be receiving it. 
 
Final Writing Product 
 As you conclude your journey you have gone through your ordeal and you have 
triumphed.  
 What is your reward? Was it internal or external?  
 How do you decide to return to your “normal” place? 
 What changes have occurred in you as a result of this event?  
 What have you learned?   
 Write a paragraph in which you share with the reader what you learned or gained 
from your experience. Make sure you reflect on your learning and your gains.  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,  
Final Writing Assignment 
 

 

 
Final Assignment:  

For the final writing assignment for this novel you will be writing your own 
personal Heroic Journey using the steps outlined in the Heroic Journey Chart.  

Think of a narrative or story you would like to share with your reader. Pick one 
event that is significant to you. The more focused the event the easier the story is to tell.  

Examples: 
 Winning the game with a great play,  
 The first time you drove a car,  
 The first time you learned something new,  
 The first time you road a roller coaster;  
 The first time you went on an interview or your first day on a job.  
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The Heroic Journey—Final Writing Product 
My personal HJ 

Day one of the Lesson. Chose a significant event to share with your reader. 
EVENT____________________________ 

Ordinary World 
Bored and stuck 

Day 2 of the lesson 

Today—write a paragraph about your life in your ordinary world prior to this event 
happening. Describe in detail what your ordinary world is like. Share about the space, 
sights, sounds, and the people who you see. 

Call to Adventure 
Plea for Help 

Day 5 of the lesson 

Today write about a time (real or imagined) you received a plea for help. This should 
be a very specific instance that you can detail in the rest of your narrative. This plea 
for help can be in the form of a invitation, plea for help, or a disruption.  

Reluctant, Refuse the Call 
Day 5 of the lesson 

Share how you enjoyed your ordinary world and you wanted to refuse the call.  
 

Mentor 
Who helps w/ Experience 

Day 5 of the lesson 

Who are your mentors in this situation? How have they helped you and given your 
support. List. 
 

Cross the Threshold 
Begin the Journey 
Day 6 of the lesson 

What happens that you decide you must start on your journey. Share how you begin 
your journey 

Test, Allies, & Enemies 
Who helps, who is against, what are 

your challenges. 
Day 5 and day 7 of the lesson 

Detail the tests, allies, and enemies you encountered along the way. 
Share who your friends are on your journey, give them names and how they have 
helped you.  
 Who are your enemies? Explain.  
Who are your allies? What is the difference between your friends and your allies? 

Approach the Innermost 
Cave 

What is the biggest fear? 
Day 13 of the lesson 

 Based on the situation you are sharing write a paragraph about your most 
innermost cave. List 2-3 things that cause you the most anxiety as it relates to your 
situation.  
 

Ordeal 
The horrible mess 

Day 15 of the lesson 

Write a paragraph in which you detail for your reader your Ordeal. What is the most 
horrible mess you feared? What do you do to get through it? Be specific and detailed. 
How do your friends help?  

Reward 
You win/Celebrate 

Day 18 of the lesson 

As you conclude your journey you have gone through your ordeal and you have 
triumphed.  
 What is your reward? Was it internal or external?  
 How do you decide to return to your “normal” place? 
 What changes have occurred in you as a result of this event?  
 What have you learned?  
 Write a paragraph in which you share with the reader what you learned or 
gained from your experience. Make sure you reflect on your learning and your gains.  

The Road Back 
Stay in the special world or go back 

Day 18 of the lesson 

 
See above 
 

Transformation 
What was learned 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above 
 

Return w/ the Gain of 
Experience 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above 

Outcome 
What was learned 

Day 18 of the lesson 

See above  
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APPENDIX 
 

 The Wizard of Oz Star Wars IV:  
A New Hope 

The journey begins in the  
Ordinary World  are bored,  
feeling stuck, finding your life is  
going nowhere, or at least not where you 
want it to go, 

Dorothy is in Kansas  
on the farm and  
Toto is threatened  
– and no one will  
listen. 

Luke Skywalker is  
bored on this  
planetary farm with  
his aunt and uncle. 

but then, in this ordinary world, 
unexpectedly, you receive a Call to 
Adventure. often from a herald, 
sometimes an invitation, sometimes a 
plea for help, often a disruption. 

Toto is threatened,  
Dorothy begins to run  
and then- 
the TORNADO! 

R2D2 brings an  
urgent message 
 from Princess Leia. 

But our hero/heroine, bored and stuck, is 
Reluctant to answer this call and even 
Refuses the Call.  It is too different, too 
many obligations, not now… 

Dorothy hides – she’s  
not in Kansas  
anymore. 

Luke has  
obligations at home  
and must stay; this  
changes when the  
farm is blown up. 

This will change and the call will be 
answered and training will be required 
and for this a  mentor will enter and 
provide the crucial training and expertise 
and wisdom, and some tool or symbolic 
object necessary for the journey. 

The Good Witch  
Glinda encourages  
Dorothy – the ruby  
slippers 

Obi-Wan and the  
training tools of the  
Jedi Knight 

You can’t stay in school and enjoy the 
wisdom of the mentor forever; 
somewhere the journey must begin and 
you must enter the special world where 
this heroic journey will take place, and so 
you Cross the Threshold and begin the 
journey. 

Dorothy sets out  
on the Yellow Brick  
Road. 

Luke leaves home  
with his light saber. 

The journey is never really alone – you 
need companions on the way.  Now the 
test comes and you find who will be with 
you, who will not.  Who will be your 
friends and who will be in your way.  This 
is the time of Tests, Allies, Enemies. 

Dorothy gathers  
her companions  
– the Scarecrow,  
the Lion, the Tin Man. 

The cantina scene:  
Luke meets  
Han Solo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As you set off with your  
companions you now approach  
that which is your deepest fear  
and longing and desire and dread,  

She meets and has to 
approach the Wizard of 
Oz. 

The Death Star  
pulls  
them in. 
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and Approach the Inmost Cave.   
You must approach – get ever  
closer - to what causes you the  
most anxiety and pain. 
And as you approach you reach  
the central crisis – you find  
yourself in the horrible mess you 
most feared – the Ordeal has come 
and you must summon everything 
heroic in yourself to get through it – 
the moment has come. 

approaching and 
experiencing the Wicked 
Witch’s castle 

the trash master scene  

You have survived and won; you  
claim your victory and leave with  
your Reward which you can  
celebrate. 

Dorothy has the witch’s 
broom to give to the 
Wizard. 

They survive and launch 
an attack 

But the story isn’t over yet because 
you have to either stay in this special 
world or return to the ordinary world – 
which heroes almost always do – and 
the real proving is on The Road 
Back. 

Deceived by the Wizard, 
she learns he is a fake 
and she will still have to 
solve her own problems. 

Darth Vader pursues 
Luke. 

What has our hero/heroine learned? 
Has he or she really changed?  In 
this journey the old self really dies 
and is reborn as the new hero 
(heroine).  This is where we really 
see it – is there a real transformation 
when everything depends on it? 

Glinda enters and tells 
Dorothy that she has 
always had the power. 

Han Solo assists, Luke, 
even though he is a 
mercenary whose 
previous pattern has 
always been cut and run; 
Luke trusts the force, 
even though he has 
never trusted anything 
except himself before - 
makes his shot and 
destroys the Death Star. 

The heroic journey ends with what 
you learned out of all of this.  Did you 
get the outcome Return with what 
you take out of this experience? 

clicks the ruby slippers 
and goes home 

award ceremony – 
connection to Jedi Knight 

Outcome:  In simplest terms, what 
was it that you learned? 

There’s no place like 
home. 

Trust in force. 
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The Heroic Journey 
 The Wizard of Oz Star Wars IV: A New 

Hope 
Ordinary World Dorothy is in Kansas on the 

farm and Toto is threatened 
– and no one will listen. 

Luke Skywalker is bored 
on this planetary farm 
with his aunt and uncle. 

Call to Adventure Toto is threatened, Dorothy 
begins to run and then - 
the TORNADO! 

R2D2 brings an urgent 
message from Princess 
Leia. 

Reluctant 
Refuse the Call 

Dorothy hides – she’s not in 
Kansas anymore. 

Luke has obligations at 
home and must stay; this 
changes when the farm 
is blown up. 

Mentor The Good Witch Glinda 
encourages Dorothy – the 
ruby slippers 

Obi-Wan and the training 
tools of the Jedi Knight 

Cross the Threshold Dorothy sets out on the 
Yellow Brick Road. 

Luke leaves home with 
his light saber. 

Tests, Allies, Enemies Dorothy gathers her 
companions – the 
Scarecrow, the Lion, the Tin 
Man. 

The cantina scene: Luke 
meets Han Solo 

Approach the Inmost Cave She meets and has to 
approach the Wizard of Oz. 

The Death Star pulls 
them in. 

Ordeal approaching and 
experiencing the Wicked 
Witch’s castle 

the trash master scene  

Reward Dorothy has the witch’s 
broom to give to the wizard. 

They do survive and 
launch an attack. 

The Road Back Deceived by the Wizard she 
learns he is a fake and she 
will still have to solve her 
own problems. 

Darth Vader pursues 
Luke. 

Transformation   Glinda enters and tells 
Dorothy that she has always 
had the power. 

Han Solo assists, Luke 
trusts the force, makes 
his shot and destroys the 
Death Star. 

Return with what you take  
out of this experience 

Dorothy clicks the ruby 
slippers and goes home. 

Award Ceremony – 
connection to Jedi 
Knight 

Outcome There’s no place like home. Trust in force. 
 
 
 


