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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Shadow Spinner, Week 1 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Justice Requires Restraint.   Justice demands I not say or do some things 
to myself, any other person, or the planet because justice demands it.  The 
actions I take and the decisions I make must respect the rights of all. 

 
What is a harem? 
 
What is the role of a eunuch?  
 
What is a dinar? 
 
What are the connotations of the word “cripple?” 
 
What is a Sultan? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

maimed (1) askew  (1) omen  (1) charity  (1) scimitars (2) 
disdainful (11)    skirted (12) musty (12) colonnade (12) purge (13) 
bade (23) turban  (22) hobbling (22) tassels (22) harrumphed (24) 
grudgingly (31) vaulted (31) assailed (32) cavernous (35)  recoiled (36) 
revolt (39) tapestries (40) muslin  (40) linen (40)  longing (41) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character. 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it. 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 1-50 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
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Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Open Mind Portrait.  
Today, focus on the character Marjan. What do you think she is feeling throughout the 
events of today’s readings? What are Marjan’s feelings as she tells Shahrazad the new 
tale? 

Create an Open Mind Portrait for Shahrazad. What do you think she is thinking and 
feeling throughout today’s readings? 

What do you think the Khatun is thinking or feeling when she interacts with Marjan in 
today’s readings? 
 
KWL Chart  
What do you already know about the tale “One Thousand and One Arabian Nights.” 
What would you like to know about this tale? What have you learned so far from today’s 
reading?  
 
Maintain your KWL chart 
 
Map  
Add a new location or change can be added to the map: Where did Marjan and her Aunt 
Chava travel in today’s reading?  
 
A new location or change can be added to the map. Did Marjan explore any new parts 
of the palace? 
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Present 
Present background information on harems and this time in history-12th century. What 
are they? When did they exist? Or where is ancient Persia? Conduct research using 
various authoritative digital and print sources. Make sure you pay attention to the 
websites and books you use for research. Are these sources reliable? Also, make sure 
you are not copying the information you find word-for-word. Instead, paraphrase or 
make a citation reference to the source you got the information from.   
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Map 
Draw a map of a harem.  
 
Poster  
The author does an amazing job describing how fancy the harem is. Draw what you 
think the harem looks like, and be sure to include details from the text. 
 
Reader’s Theater  
Act out the part of the chapter where Marjan visits the Khatun. Assign roles and, after 
performing, switch roles so that you have experience playing different characters. 
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions, p. 1-10 

1. What excuse does the Sultan originally give for killing off all his wives? 
2. Do you think that sounds fair? 
3. What’s wrong with his reasoning? 
4. If you were in his situation, what would you have done?  
5. How do you feel about the harem that is introduced in the book?  
6. After researching harems, how has your perception of them changed? 

 
Key Questions, p. 11-21 

1. How long has Shahrazad been telling stories to keep herself alive? 
2. What does it mean to “spin shadows?” 
3. What will happen if Shahrazad stops telling tales? 
4. Do you personally think that Marjan’s tale will be good enough for the Sultan 

to keep Shahrazad alive for another night? Why or why not.  
5. If you could tell Shahrazad a tale you knew that would later be told to the 

Sultan, which one would you choose? Give a brief summary of the story and 
the reason you picked it. Where did you first hear it? Is it based on a true 
event? 

 
Key Questions, p. 22-29  

1. What does Marjan originally wish for? 
2. Does her wish come true? 
3. Afterwards, how does she feel about it? 

 
Key Questions, p. 30-38  

1. Why doesn’t Marjan know if she can trust the Khutan? 
2. If you were Marjan, would you trust the Khutan? 
3. In what ways does being silent take restraint and self-control? 
4. Why does Marjan exaggerate her storytelling abilities to the Khutan?  
5. What would you have done in that situation? 
6. Do you believe that Marjan showed justice through her restraint? Why or Why 

not? 
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Key Questions p. 39-50  

1. How do you think it feels for Marjan to have Dunyazad questioning her loyalty 
to Shahrazad? 

2. Is Dunyazad acting with justice? Should she have displayed restraint instead 
of questioning Marjan? Why or why not? 

3. What did Shahrazad tell the Sultan about this tale? 
4. What problem now faces Shahrazad? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 2 
 “Though I was eager to see the harem, I was a little bit scared, too. I had heard 
the tales of fountains running run with blood after the Sultan discovered his first wife 
with another man. He had slain her and all of her servants and slaves—every grown 
woman in the harem, save for his own mother. The Sultan vowed then and there that no 
woman would ever betray him again. That’s why he started killing off his wives” (p. 2). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 Has the author done a good job getting your attention? Are you curious what will 
happen next? Write an argumentative paragraph arguing either for or against 
Susan Fletcher’s style of writing. Are the events of the novel clear to you? Why or 
why not. What could she have done to make the story more interesting? Do you 
think the characters are credible? What do you think about the Sultan’s 
“reasoning?” Maintain a formal tone in your paragraph and conclude your 
paragraph with a summary of your views. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 20 

“The lives of all the young women in the harem—all the young women in the 
city!—rested upon those slender shoulders. Depended upon her ability to please a man 
who would slay her for a yawn. Hung by a thin thread by a tale I had heard from a 
beggar in the bazaar. And, now that I had seen the terror behind the mask of 
Shahrazad’s serenity, I only revered her the more. She was the bravest person I had 
ever seen in my entire life” (p. 20).  

 
Writing Prompt 
 In what ways is Shahrazad doing her part to honor all the women around her? In 
what ways is the Sultan not respecting the fact that each person has worth and the right 
to respect?  Write a paragraph in which you argue either for or against the 
statement that Marjan makes: “She was the bravest person I had ever seen in my 
entire life.” From your impression of Shahrazad from the readings, do you believe 
she is a brave person? Why or why not? Use evidence from the book to support 
your claim. Conclude your paragraph with a summary of your viewpoint.  
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Key Paragraph, p. 22 
 “Sometimes, when you wish for a thing and then it comes true, you discover that 
maybe you didn’t think through your wish all the way to the end…My auntie Chava used 
to say that wishing has power. That when you wish for something you are concentrating 
on it. And when you concentrate on a thing, you help bring it about” (p. 22). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 “When you concentrate on a thing, you help bring it about.” This quote from 
today’s key paragraph focuses on dedication and the power of wishing. Today, write 
two paragraphs. In the first paragraph, describe a time when one of your wishes 
came true. What was your wish? How did it come true? Then, write a second, 
argumentative paragraph claiming that your concentration on your wish helped 
bring it about. How did you concentrate on it? What actions did you take to help 
bring it about? Be sure to conclude your second paragraph with a summary of 
your stance. Maintain a formal tone throughout the assignment. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 30 
 “My auntie Chava used to tell me to chew my words before letting them out…if 
you let your words go buzzing out of your mouth like bees, she always told me, they will 
come back and sting you” (p. 30).  
 
Writing Prompt  
 Marjan thinks before she speaks several times in this chapter and that probably 
saves her from getting into trouble. Write a paragraph in which you argue either for 
or against thinking before you speak. Provide one or two examples from your 
own personal life as well as from the novel to support your claims. Be specific 
and provide as many details as possible. Provide a counterargument somewhere 
in your paragraph and be sure to maintain a formal tone throughout. Conclude 
with a reiteration of your stance.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 47 
 “I had the strangest sensation then, as if my heart were cracking in my chest, as 
if it were crumbling apart like dried clay. The Sultan abhorred deception. He was famous 
for it. There was saying in the city: like lying to the Sultan. Eating poison was like lying 
to the Sultan” (p. 47). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 Pretend you are Shahrazad. Write an argumentative paragraph in which you 
claim that the Sultan is too controlling. Specifically, what has he done to you that 
you believe is unjust? Use details from the text but also feel free to be creative 
and invent instances you can imagine happening between Shahrazad and the 
Sultan. Make sure you conclude with a reiteration of your stance and maintain a 
formal tone throughout the paragraph. 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Shadow Spinner, Week 2 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Justice Requires Restraint.   Justice demands I not say or do some things 
to myself, any other person, or the planet because justice demands it.  The 
actions I take and the decisions I make must respect the rights of all. 

 
Are birds used to send messages?  
 
What does the phrase “In vain” mean? 
 
What is claustrophobia?  
 
What is a bazaar? 
 
What are education opportunities like in less-developed countries?  
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

ablutions (51) belatedly (51) eddies (52) stagnant (53) festooned (53) 
spindly (64) mosque (64) nimble (61) mincing (61) cupolas (60) 
sandalwood 
(76) 

surged (75) ebb (76) hefted (76) bearers (76) 

hue (80) muskmelon (80) nestled (80) dignitary (81) litter (81) 
shaggy (97) veer (99) tailsman 

(100) 
provoking (104)  mutinous (104) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character. 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it. 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 51- 114 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Maintain the OMP you have created for several characters.  
 
Create an OMP for Dunyazad.  
 
KWL chart.  
Maintain your KWL chart.  
 
Map 
Add the new locations that Marjan explores on your ongoing map.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Storyboard 
Create a storyboard for today’s reading. Draw out the scenes in detail. Feel free to be 
creative. 
 
Postcard 
Create a postcard and on the front, draw a picture of the harem. On the back write a 
letter from Marjan’s point of view. Address your letter to Uncle Eli and Aunt Chava. How 
has your experience been so far? What would you leave out? Maintain a formal tone 
throughout your letter. 
 
Radio show  
Recreate the part of the chapter where Marjan is being taken away in the chest. What 
does she hear? If this were a radio show, what sound effects would there be? (Horses’ 
feet, people shouting, cart rumblings etc.)  
 
Recreate 
Recreate the position she was in when she had to be in the chest. How comfortable is 
it? 
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart  
Create a character interaction chart. Add in some details now, and save the chart to add 
more information as the story progresses.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Create an OMP of Marjan. Continue using a different color marker.  What’s going on 
with her now? How has she changed? In what ways has she stayed the same? 
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions, p. 51-59  

1. What do you think it feels like for Marjan to be locked inside and not have 
access to fresh air? Have you ever felt that way? 

2. Would you want to explore the harem as well? 
3. Why do you think the Khatun wants the copper-haired girl to be Queen? 
4. How does restraint play out in today’s reading? 

 
Key Questions, p. 60-70  

1. Why does Marjan continue to worry? 
2. Is she feeling lonely?  
3. Do you think Zaynab will be her friend? 
4. Have you ever made an unlikely friendship with someone you barely knew?  
5. Write about a time when you felt lonely or homesick. 

 
Key Questions, p. 71-79 

1. Why do you think no one spoke during the entire time Marjan was being 
carried to the cabinetmaker’s shop? Did that strike you as odd? 

2. What do you think the Khatun would do if she found out? 
3. How much longer does Marjan have to help Shahrazad? 

 
Key Questions, p. 80-96  

1. Did you think the boy was trying to trick Marjan? 
2. Why do you think the boy blindfolded Marjan? 
3. Would you feel uneasy if you were blindfolded and led to a secret location? 
4. Was it a surprise that the blindman wasn’t blind? 
5. Do you have any predictions about what’s going to happen? 
6. In what ways does Marjan go the extra mile in trying to find the storyteller? 
7. Would you have put in the same effort to find him if you were in Marjan’s 

situation? Why or why not? 
 
Key Questions, p. 97-114  

1. Is Marjan relieved each morning when Shahrazad walks out of her 
chambers? 

2. Did you think it was going to be the right story that she told the Sultan? 
3. Is Dunya finally starting to trust Marjan? Why? 
4. What is their plan for finding out more of the story? 
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5. What does Shahrazad think of the plan? 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 56-57 
 “She can’t keep up this storytelling forever—can she? She’s got to run out of 
them someday.” The Khatun made a grumbling noise. Then, ‘When you’re queen,’ she 
said, ‘I’ll keep you well supplied with stories’” (p. 56-57). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 Do you enjoy the author’s use of suspense in this chapter? Write a paragraph 
either for or against the suspense. Was it helpful for you to imagine the situation 
that Marjan found herself in? Why or why not? Provide a counterargument in your 
response and maintain a formal tone throughout. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 68 
 “They didn’t summon me that day. And all the time I worried: Had they found the 
storyteller? If they had, did he know the rest of the tale? Shahrazad had said she could 
stretch out the part I had already told her for three more nights. Now only two were left. 
If she didn’t have the tale…Dread clung to me like a damp gown. I wished there were 
something I could do” (p.68).  
 
Writing Prompt  

Have you ever felt like you were in a situation that you had no control over? 
Write an argumentative paragraph in which you claim that you had the power to 
change the situation. What would you do differently? Draw on past experiences 
and be creative in your response. Make sure to conclude with a reiteration of your 
stance.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 71 
 “When I’m scared, I like to think about the brave people in stories I know. And I 
think, maybe I could be like that” (p. 71). 

 
Writing Prompt  

In today’s reading, Marjan displays courage in the task that she is assigned. 
Write a paragraph that argues that Marjan is a heroine. Use specifics from the 
novel as well as your own opinions to support your claim. Does she act with 
justice? Why or why not? Research other women in history you believe to be 
heroines, using reliable print and digital resources. What do these women and 
Marjan have in common? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 93 
 “My bad foot was throbbing again. My knees felt weak; I let them fold. I sank 
down into the dirty street, put my head down on my knees. I felt numb. What I wanted to 
do more than anything was to make my way somehow back to Auntie Chava’s house 
and enfold myself in her arms. But I couldn’t” (p. 93).  
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Writing Prompt  
 Marjan’s foot really hurts. She feels like the boy has let her down and tricked her. 
Yet something keeps her going. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt you 
couldn’t go on or couldn’t complete a task, but did? What happened? What motivated 
you to finish? If you didn’t finish, what might have helped you finish? Was it the right 
thing to do? 
 Write an argumentative paragraph in which you claim that you would have 
never completed a task if it weren’t for a motivating force. What motivated you? 
How did it help you achieve your task? Why couldn’t you have succeeded without 
that motivating factor? Conclude your paragraph with a reiteration of your stance 
and be sure to maintain a formal tone throughout.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 111-112 
 “Marjan. I have told tales of good women and bad women, strong women and 
weak women, shy women and bold women, clever women and stupid women, honest 
women and women who betray. I’m hoping that, by living inside their skins while he 
hears their stories, he’ll understand over time that women are not all this way or that 
way. I’m hoping he’ll look at women as he does at men—that you must judge each of us 
on her own merits, and not condemn us or exalt us only because we belong to a 
particular sex.” 

‘She was educating the Sultan. Enlarging his view of the world’” (p. 111-112). 
 
Writing Prompt 
  This quote by Shahrazad supports the idea that in order to spread justice, one 
must be educated about the ways of the world. Write an argumentative paragraph in 
which you claim that Shahrazad’s words reflect this quarter’s theme of Justice 
Requires Restraint. Is Shahrazad trying to teach respect, in that every person has 
worth? Explain. Is she trying to teach the Sultan restraint, in that there are things 
we don’t do because they could harm another person? What does it mean to 
enlarge another person’s view of the world? Be sure to maintain a formal tone 
throughout your paragraph and conclude with a reiteration of your stance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5g6 Character Interaction Chart  
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Character 1 to Character 2 

 

 

 

 

Character 1 to Character 3 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 Character 2 to Character 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Character 2 to Character 3 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

  

Character 3 to Character 1 

 

 

 

 

Character 3 to Character 2 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	
	

Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Shadow Spinner, Week 3 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Justice Requires Restraint.   Justice demands I not say or do some things 
to myself, any other person, or the planet because justice demands it.  The 
actions I take and the decisions I make must respect the rights of all. 

 
What does it mean to be ‘biased?’ 
 
What was olive oil used for at the time that this novel is set? 
 
What does it mean to trust someone? 
 
Why are girls not allowed to make eye-contact with boys?  
 
What is forgiveness? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

proverb (115) traipsing (115) lurk (117) pavilion (118)  winch (120) 
urn (126) flint (126) burlap (126) crouch (127) falter (130) 
bewitched (139) disguise (139) rely (140) scraggly (141) burrowed (141) 
discreet (148) pretense (148) grimly (148) banishing (150) luminous (152) 
wrench (156) fury (156) shod (157) bejeweled 

(157)  
feeble (159) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character. 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it. 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 115-168 
 

RESPOND 
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Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Focus on the new OMP you created for Marjan yesterday. What else can you add after 
today’s reading? 
 
Create an OMP for Zaynab. What do you think is motivating her? 
 
KWL chart 
Maintain your KWL chart. Have you learned anything from today’s reading?  
 
Map 
Maintain the map you have created for the novel. Does Marjan explore any new 
locations today? If so, add them to your ongoing map. 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Letter  
Pretend you are Marjan’s mother. Write Marjan a letter telling her why you felt like you 
had to do what you did. Explain your thoughts and feelings. 
 
Drawing 
What do you think this oil jar looks like? This is a very visual scene, the main character 
of the story and pigeons are crammed inside some sort of jar used for carrying oil. 
Create a drawing that depicts the scene in which Marjan is travelling in the jar. To help 
with your drawing, you may research jars and pots that were used in the Middle East a 
few hundred years ago. You may use your research as an inspiration for your picture. 
Another activity: Write about a time you can remember where you were somewhere 
totally new—like Dunyazad at the bazaar. Where were you? What was it like? How did it 
differ from what you were used to? 
 
Scroll 
Create a scroll for messenger pigeons. Take a small piece of paper and rub it with some 
other object (i.e., another piece of paper, the side of a pencil etc.) to make it as thin as 
possible. Pretend you are Marjan. Write a message on this tiny scroll to help save 
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yourself. You only have a small amount of space and a limited amount of time. What is 
the most important information to communicate? Write what you know about your 
location and your situation. Remember, this is the message that you would attach to the 
messenger pigeon’s leg. 
 
Rap  
Create a rap that you think Marjan and Dunyazad could have sung to get in past the 
guards, pretending to be musicians.  
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to your OMP. Much has happened in this chapter. What are Marjan’s thoughts and 
feelings? How have they changed since the beginning of the novel? 
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions, p. 115-124  

1. What did Marjan learn about from Zaynab? 
2. What is the latest plan about finding out more about the story? 
3. What did Marjan tell Zaynab that she had never told anyone? 
4. What was the dilemma that Marjan’s mother was in? 
5. If you were Marjan’s mother, what would you have done? 
6. Do you think that Marjan’s mother acted with justice? Did she act with 

restraint? Why or why not? 
 
Key Questions, p. 125-138 

1. In what way does Marjan show responsibility through her actions? 
2. Who else do you think is helping her? 
3. What do you think is going to happen? 
4. Where did they end up unloading her? 
5. Who do you think the storyteller really is and how does he know so much? 
6. How does Dunyazad react to being outside the harem for the first time? 

 
Key Questions, p. 139-146  

1. What would it feel like to be tightly rolled into a hot carpet? 
2. What do you think happened at the guard station? 
3. Why do you think they are trying to find the storyteller again? 
4. What should they do? What would you do if you were in Marjan and 

Dunyazad’s situation? 
 
Key Questions, p. 147-155  

1. Do you have any ideas about who the storyteller might be? 
2. What clues has the author given you thus far? 
3. How do you think he knew about Marjan’s foot? 
4. Why do you think hearing about her foot continues to upset Marjan? 
5. What experiences have Marjan and Dunyazad shared that have brought them 

closer together? 
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6. Do you think that Marjan is acting with restraint? Justice? 
 
Key Questions, p. 156-168  

1. Was it surprising that Soraya brought food to Marjan? 
2. Why did Shahrazad visit Marjan herself? 
3. Do you agree with Shahrazad’s interpretation of the Sultan?  
4. Who do you think the storyteller is?  

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 124 
 “I knew she did it to protect me. But I would never forgive her for it. I couldn’t” (p. 
124). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 Put yourself in Marjan’s shoes. She obviously still has some anger towards her 
mother. From Marjan’s perspective, write an argumentative letter addressed to 
Marjan’s mother. In the letter, claim that Marjan’s mother’s actions were 
just/unjust. Why do you feel this way? Provide opinions or facts to back up your 
stance. Be creative as possible.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 125 
 “Stories are thick with meanings. You can fall in love with a story for what you 
think it says, but you can’t know for certain where it will lead your listeners…People take 
what they need from the stories they hear” (p. 125). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Do you agree with the statement that stories are thick with meanings? What does 
that mean exactly? Write 1 paragraph clarifying the statement and explaining what you 
think it means. Then, write an argumentative paragraph arguing either for or 
against the statement that stories are thick with meaning. What do you think the 
author is trying to say by including that statement in today’s reading? What’s one 
of the most powerful stories you have ever heard? Was what you took away from 
it what was intended? Be sure to conclude with a reiteration of your stance. Also, 
maintain a formal tone throughout your writing. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 140 
 “While Ayaz was tying Dunyazad’s blindfold, I turned to the storyteller.  

‘You will send the birds with the rest of the tale, won’t you? Send them soon?’ 
‘Don’t worry, Little Pigeon.’ His voice was gentle, warm, the way it sometimes 
sounded in his story. Though he didn’t smile, his eyes crinkled at their edges, as 
if I amused him.  

‘Go along home, now. You can rely on me’” (p. 140). 
 
Writing Prompt 
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In today’s reading, Marjan and Dunyazad are forced to trust the mysterious 
storyteller. Do you think this is wise? Write an argumentative paragraph in which you 
claim that the storyteller is either trustworthy or untrustworthy. What evidence 
from the novel supports your opinion? Have you ever been in a situation where 
you had to trust someone who you didn’t know very well? How did you feel? How 
did the situation turn out? Foreshadow: what do you think will happen to Marjan 
and Dunyazad when they trust the storyteller? Be sure to conclude your writing 
with a reiteration of your claim. Also, maintain a formal tone.  

 
Key Paragraph, p. 154 
 “Where are you, Marjan? Hold out your hand.” Dunyazad patted down my arm to 
my hand, grasped it, pulled me along behind her.  

‘There’s not much time,’ she said. ‘Make sure people see you, so they know 
you’re here. I have to get my sister…I’ll see you in the morning’” (p. 154). 

 
Writing Prompt 
 Describe how Marjan’s and Dunyazad’s relationship has changed. What did they 
used to be like together? How do they treat each other now? Write an argumentative 
paragraph from Marjan’s perspective, claiming that you and Dunyazad have 
become friends. Do you think they have gotten to be friends through going 
through so many tough situations together? Do you think friendships grow when 
we share tough times with friends and weather the storm together? Make sure to 
use a formal tone in your writing. Also, conclude your paragraph with a 
reiteration of your stance.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 168 
 “I’m not ashamed of loving him,” she said. ‘There’s nothing wrong with loving 
someone. It’s hating—that’s what’s wrong’” (p.168). 
 
Writing Prompt  

Shahrazad comes to love the Sultan and has compassion for the pain he 
suffered when his first wife betrays him. Does that mean that Shahrazad thought it was 
okay to kill all those wives? Write an argumentative paragraph that claims that love 
is not the same as approving of one’s actions. Can we love someone but not 
support his or her behavioral choices? Do we have an obligation to try and help 
them make better choices for themselves and others for the good of the whole? 
How can we help the people we love to act with justice? Be as specific as 
possible and make sure to conclude your writing with a reiteration of your stance. 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Shadow Spinner, Week 4 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Justice Requires Restraint.  Justice demands I not say or do some things 
to myself, any other person, or the planet because justice demands it.  The 
actions I take and the decisions I make must respect the rights of all. 

 
What are some examples from history of people enduring physical pain in order 
to bring about a greater good? 
 
What is a vizier? 
 
What is betrayal? 
 
What is a story within a story? When is it used? 
 
What is renewal? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

humblest (169) ewe (169) arousing (170) amounted (170)  perilous (173) 
flee (178) hoisted (178) sentinel (179) adjoining (180)  breaching (180) 
squalling (189) adept (190) menial (190) gaunt (190) woefully (190) 
summon (194) conspicuous 

(194) 
wield (194) sable (196) demean (199) 

profusely (210) jubilant (210) pelt (210) cherishing (211) apparition (211) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character. 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it. 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 169-217 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Maintain the OMPs you have created for the characters so far.  
 
KWL chart 
Maintain your KWL chart.  
 
Map 
Add any new locations to your ongoing map.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Reader’s Theater 
This is a very suspenseful chapter. Act it out! 
 
Beginning-Middle-End chart  
Make a Beginning-Middle-End chart about what happened to Marjan’s mother. Trace 
the story within the story.  
 
Sketch 
Sketch the scene. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
How is Marjan feeling at the end of the book? 
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions, p. 169-177  

1. Who are all the people who helped Marjan? 
2. What predictions can you make about who opened the door? 
3. What did you think of this chapter and why? 

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2017	
	

 
Key Questions, p. 178- 187  

1. Who is the storyteller? He had three roles. What were they? 
2. How does Marjan link all three identities together? 
3. Were you surprised? 
4. What kind act does Ayaz do for Marjan? 
5. What happened to Marjan’s mother? 
6. How does Marjan feel after finding out the truth? How would you feel if you 

were in her situation? 
 
Key Questions, p. 188-193  

1. What did Marjan find out about Zaynab? 
2. Why is the Farah’s husband so distressed? 
3. What would you have done if you were Marjan? 
4. Would you have felt betrayed if you entered the storyteller’s house, only to 

find it abandoned?  
5. Where do you think the storyteller has gone? 

 
Key Questions, p. 194-205  

1. Why did Marjan turn herself in to the Sultan? 
2. What story does she tell him? 
3. In what way does it mirror is life? 
4. What is she trying to teach him? 
5. How does the Sultan feel when he finds out Shahrazad really loves him? 
6. Does she believe Marjan? 

 
Key Questions, p. 206-217  

1. Did the book end the way you thought it would? 
2. In what ways are endings like beginnings? 
3. Were you surprised by anything that happened in this story? If so, what? 
4. What do you think is going to happen to Marjan now? 
5. Was anything left unresolved? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 177 
 “The door opened—just a crack. I saw movement behind it, and then all at once 
the door swung wide and a man was standing on the step. A jagged, puckered scar ran 
from his forehead across an eye to his chin. He stared at me with his one good eye, 
clutching the hilt of a huge scimitar” (p. 177). 
 
Writing Prompt 

This chapter is filled with action. Many unexpected things happen in quick 
succession. The last paragraph of the chapter ends with Marjan’s encounter with a 
mysterious, scarred man. What do you think about this character we have just been 
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introduced to? Using the limited information you have been given, write an 
argumentative paragraph in which you claim that the scarred man is either a 
‘good’ or a ‘bad’ character. What makes you think he is either good or bad? Do 
you think you can judge someone’s character by their appearance? Why or why 
not? Make sure to maintain a formal tone throughout the paragraph. When you 
have finished your assignment, upload your work to the online forum of your 
choice (Blog, Google Doc, etc.).  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 187 
 “It seemed that in this world we were piling up hurt upon hurt, and hate upon 
hate, and then hurt upon hurt again. Forgiveness. We couldn’t forgive. We could only 
hate when we were hurt? And then the hurt and the hate would start up again—all in a 
terrible circle” (p. 187). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 In today’s key passage, Marjan describes a ‘terrible circle’ of hate and hurt. She 
believes that hurt fuels hate, and produces more hurt to others. Write 2 argumentative 
paragraphs today. In the first paragraph, argue whether or not you agree with 
Marjan’s belief in the circle of hate and hurt. In a second paragraph, make a claim 
about the way that this ‘circle’ that Marjan describes could be broken. Will love 
break the circle? Trust? Friendship? Honesty?  

Pick a few values you think will help break the circle and describe why you 
think they are essential. Make sure to maintain a formal tone throughout your 
paragraphs. Conclude each paragraph with a reiteration of your stance. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 191 
 “For just a moment, I allowed myself to imagine Farah finding the coins—the 
surprise and wonder on her face. I imagined all the food jars overflowing, a plump wet 
nurse feeding the babies, and servant helping Farah with her work” (p.191).  
 
Writing Prompt  

Farah and her husband decide that allowing Marjan to stay with them is a risk 
that they are not willing to take anymore. However, despite all the hardship Marjan is 
experiencing she still leaves money for Farah. Would you have acted kindly and left the 
money if you were in Marjan’s situation? Write an argumentative paragraph either 
arguing in favor or against Marjan’s choice to leave the money. What could you 
have spent that money on instead of giving it away? Think about a time you have 
done something nice for someone when they didn’t expect it. How did it make 
them feel? How did it make you feel? 

Make sure to conclude your paragraph with a reiteration of your stance. 
When you have completed your assignment, upload it to the online forum of your 
choice (Blog, Google Doc).  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 204 
 “I glanced at him again. Pain was flooding his eyes. A spasm shuddered across 
his countenance, and the stone façade broke. Crumbled. The muscles in his face were 
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working, struggling for control. He bowed his head, covered his face with his hands, and 
I heard a sharp intake of breath that might have been a sob” (p. 204). 
 
Writing Prompt  
 How does the Sultan react to finding out that Shahrazad loves him? Does he 
believe Marjan? Write an argumentative paragraph arguing whether or not you 
believe the Sultan believes Marjan or not. What evidence from today’s readings 
supports your claim? How would you feel if you were in his situation? What do 
you think he will talk to Shahrazad about in private? Make sure to maintain a 
formal tone in your writing and conclude with a reiteration of your stance. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 206 
 “The thing about life is, no matter what happens to you, it goes on. What seems 
like an ending is really a beginning in disguise” (p. 206).  
 
Writing Prompt  
 In what ways are endings like beginnings? Write an argumentative paragraph 
in which you claim that endings are, in fact, like beginnings. Has there ever been 
a time in your life where you felt like it was the end of something, but then later 
realized it was the beginning of something else? Make sure you employ a formal 
tone throughout your writing, and conclude with a reiteration of your stance. 
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