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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The View from Saturday, Week 1 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement.   Leaders develop and dedicate their 
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend 
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is 
making sure that the communities I am part of are better because I am in 
them. And that I am better because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

What is an Academic Bowl?  
 
What is calligraphy?  
 
What is a rabbi? 
 
What is a condominium?  
 
What are Loggerheads?  
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

extraordinary (2) championship (2)  elimination (2) commissioner (3) calligraphy (4)  
corsages (12) unaccompanied (12)  embarrassing (13) unfortunately (15) artistically (16) 
rabbi (17)  multiculturalism (22) plunger (20) coiffed (21) diversity (22) 
atrociously (27) disrespectful (25) unforeseen (28) condominium (30) pubescence (30) 
exceptional (33) fascinating (36) ruggelach (39) enthusiastic (36) hovering (36) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pages 1-40 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Map Materials 

• Large sheet of butcher paper to create a large map, markers 
• Tape, pins, magnets, or Velcro to fasten map to wall 

Map Instructions 
Create a map of the eastern United States so that New York and Florida can be seen.  
Determine the locations listed in the novel within New York and Florida. 
 
Literary Theme Chart 
Fill out the chart as you read, and keep the chart updated throughout the book. You will 
use this literary theme chart to help you complete your final writing product.  
 
Theme/definition Cite page number Example from Text Characters Involved 
    
    
 
KWL Instructions 
Create a KWL Chart for Loggerhead Turtles. You will add to this chart as you read.  

• Fill out the K (know) column: What do you Know? 
• Fill out the W (want) column: What do you Want to know? 
• Fill out the L (learn) column: What have you Learned? 
• Review the chart when it is complete 

Create a KWL today on Loggerhead Turtles.  
Add to it over the next 2-3 days of reading.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Create an Open Mind Portrait for Noah Gershom.   

Open Mind Portrait Materials 
• Large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11”x17” tag board 
• Paper for bubbles, scissors, and glue sticks 
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• Pencils, pens, crayons, markers 
• Construction or tissue paper 

Open Mind Portrait Instructions 
• Step One:  

o Create a large head shot of a character – imagine what you think 
the character looks like from the descriptions in the text as well as 
your imagination.  You can make a list of the details, if you wish. 

o Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head 
and face?  from the shoulders up?  from the waist up?  the whole 
person?  You might to include at least the shoulders to include 
some clothing details.  You might want to show the differences 
between characters. 

o Draw the characters head shot including the face on the large piece 
of white paper.  You could also cut the paper to form the head. 

o Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper, or whatever 
will make the character colorful. 

• Step Two:  
o Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts about the portrait – cut 

out the bubbles and write things the character thinks, or says to 
himself/herself on each bubble, and then put the bubbles around 
the portrait. 

• Step Three: 
o Add bubbles as you learn more new things about the character or 

how the character has changed as you read the novel further. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create an Open Mind Portrait for grandpa Nate or Mrs. Olinski.  
 
Invitation 
In today’s reading Noah was writing formal invitations to Izzy Diamondstein and 
Margaret Draper’s wedding. Use the following website to investigate invitation etiquette. 
Create an invitation to an event. Invite the characters you have met so far in the novel.  
http://www.crane.com/etiquette/occasions  
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create an Open Mind Portrait for Nadia. What is she thinking and feeling as she goes to 
her dad’s for the summer? Meets her grandfather’s new wife? And learns that Noah was 
their best man? Add 3-5 thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Add to your OMP for Nadia. What is she thinking and feeling since she has returned to 
Florida? After she met with her old friends? And meeting Margaret? Add 3-5 new 
thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Postcard 

http://www.crane.com/etiquette/occasions
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Pretend you are Nadia. Write a post card home. Share your thoughts about being at 
your dad’s for the summer. On the front side draw a picture of something significant 
from today’s reading.  
 
Bookmark  
Think about seven attributes for a team competition at an academic bowl.  Determine 
seven necessary team attributes to put on the back of your bookmark that includes the 
core value of justice – Leadership Requires Engagement.  

Seven Suggested Attributes: Respectful, Responsible, Resourceful, 
Communication, Commitment, Loyalty, and Teamwork  
 
Title: Seven Team Attributes for an Academic Bowl  
 
Materials 

• Pieces of stiff paper (tag board) about 3 inches wide and 8 inches long 
• Pencils, pens, colored pencils, markers, crayons 
• Construction paper, scissors, glue sticks 
• Copies of the photo of the trophy for an Academic Bowl for each student 

 
Instructions 

• Create the front of the bookmark using a symbol and print below the 
symbol, the title for the bookmark.   

• List the seven attributes of an effective team for an academic bowl on the 
backside using a bulleted format. 

• Decorate the bookmark using colored pencils, markers, crayons, or 
ribbon.  

 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 1-8 

1. Why does Konigsburg begin the novel with a description of the Academic 
Bowl? 

2. As the novel begins, what kind of person is Mrs. Olinski? 
3. What do you think the story is about? 
4. From what point of view does Konigsburg write? 
5. How does a person become a good team member for an Academic Bowl? 
6. Why does Noah want to help his grandparents? 
7. How do you relate to Noah’s feelings about his summer at his grandparent’s? 
8. Why do you think Mrs. Olinski picked the members of her team, The Souls? 
9. Historically, why do bread and butter letters have so much value? 

 
Key Questions p. 9-16 

1. Why does Noah use the red wagon to deliver groceries and the wedding 
cake? 

2. What kind of person is Grandpa Nate? 
3. Where is this section taking place in the United States? 
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4. How does Konigsburg describe Allen Diamondstein? 
5. Why does Noah volunteer to be the best man? 
6. What can you infer about Noah’s feelings in deciding about the surprise gifts 

at the wedding? 
7. How would you feel wearing a T-shirt tuxedo to a wedding as the best man? 
8. What does Konigsburg mean to tells us about the best thing is giving up a 

gift? 
9. How does something remind us of a happy event?  (i.e. the red wagon) 

 
Key Questions p. 17-24 

1. What can you infer about Noah’s feelings in deciding about the surprise gifts 
at the wedding? 

2. How would you feel wearing a T-shirt tuxedo to a wedding as the best man? 
3. What does Konigsburg mean to tells us about the best thing is giving up a 
gift? 

4. Why did Mrs. Olinski call The Souls a multicultural team? 
5. What did Nadia mean when she said her father seemed to hover over her? 
6. Why do you think Dr. Rohmer called Mrs. Olinski a cripple? 
7. How did you feel when Mrs. Olinski responded to Dr. Rohmer about The 

Soul’s multicultural team? 
8. What did the author do in the novel to connect Nadia with Mrs. Olinski? 
9. The author describes characters in the novel in great physical detail, why do 

you think the author takes time to describe the characters physically? 
 
Key Questions p. 25-32 

1. Why does the author take time to explain that autumn is so special to Nadia? 
2. What does Nadia feel about Ginger in our section today? 
3. Why do you think the author jumps from the Academic Bowl to one of the 

characters telling their personal story? 
4. How did the author tie Nadia into a relationship with Noah in this section of 

the novel? 
5. Why did the author use the description, “a blond zaftig woman,” to describe 

Margaret?  (p. 31) 
6. What is a “threatened species?” 
7. Why do you think Loggerhead turtles are a threatened species? 
8. What do you think Nadia is feeling toward Ethan during their meeting at 

Grandpa Izzy and Margaret’s condominium? 
9. Why do you think the author chose to include the comment about Nadia’s 

religious mixture of faiths? 
 
Key Questions p. 33-40 

1. Why do you think the author chose to include the comment about Nadia’s 
religious mixture of faiths? 

2. How do you make ruggelach (rugelach), and bobka (babka)?  
3. From inference, who is Nadia’s father, and what is his name, based on 

information the author included in today’s section? 
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4. Why do you think the author included so much about Loggerhead turtles in 
the novel? 

5. How does the author weave in information into the novel that helps explain 
how The Souls can answer questions at the Academic Bowl? 

6. Why does the author paint this section of the novel with so much 
development about relationships between characters? 

7. How would you describe Nadia’s father based on what you have read so far? 
8. Why does Nadia get upset with Ethan in this section of the novel? 
9. What hurts Nadia’s feelings in this section of the novel, and were the actions 
purposeful? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 5 
 “My mother insisted that I write a B & B letter to my grandparents. I told her that I 
could not write a B & B letter, and she asked me why, I told her that I did not know what 
a B & B letter was. She explained—not too patiently—that a B & B letter is a bread and 
butter letter you write to people to thank them for having you as their houseguests” (p. 
5).   
 
Writing Prompt 

In today’s reading Noah is asked to write a B & B letter. Write an 
informative/explanatory paragraph in which you share the proper format of a B & 
B letter and the reasons behind writing a B & B letter. 

Introduce your topic, previewing what is to follow; organize your ideas 
clearly. Develop a topic with relevant facts, definitions, and details. Use 
appropriate transitions to create cohesion. Use precise language. Provide a 
concluding statement that supports the information presented and why it is 
important.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 10  

“When I told Tillie that six steps seems a lot to have to do before you begin, she 
said, ‘You must think of those six steps not as preparation for the beginning, but as the 
beginning itself’” (p. 10).   
 
Writing Prompt 

Tillie told Noah about the importance of the six steps for filling a calligraphy pen 
when she said, “You must think of those six steps not as preparation for the beginning, 
but as the beginning itself.”  Think of a time or situation that you had to prepare to do 
something before you actually got to start (packing for a trip, preparing to move or go to 
a new school, preparing for a job interview).  

Write a one-paragraph explanatory/informative paragraph in which you 
introduce your topic, previewing what is to follow. Organize your ideas, concepts, 
and information. Develop your topic with relevant facts, definitions, and details. 
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Use appropriate transitions. Provide a concluding statement that follows form 
and supports your introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 22 

“‘Oh’, she said, ‘then we are still safe, Dr. Rohmer. You can tell the taxpayers that 
the Epiphany Middle School team has one Jew, one half-Jew, one WASP, and one 
Indian” (p. 22).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Mrs. Olinski respond to Dr. Rohmer by telling him she does have a diverse group 
of students on her team. In what ways can diversity be measured? Do you think that 
color of skin is the only way of making that distinction?  
 Write a one-paragraph informative/explanatory in which you explain 
diversity and how diversity can be categorized in a number of ways.  Introduce 
your topic clearly. Develop your topic with relevant facts, definitions, and details. 
Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion. Use precise language. Conclude 
with a statement that follows for and supports your topic.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 31  

“He introduced himself and asked her if she would like to take a walk with him.  
She replied by inviting him to join him on her turtle walk. He accepted, not even knowing 
where or what it was. And they have been doing it ever since” (p. 31).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Grandpa Izzy and Margaret met doing turtle walks. The turtles they were walking 
and finding are on the endangered species list.  

Write an informative/explanatory essay paragraph about an endangered or 
threatened animal that you know of and state at least three reasons you think that 
animal is important to protect. Introduce your topic clearly. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, and details. Use appropriate transitions. Provide a 
conclusion that supports the information presented and supports your 
introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 38  

“‘We never carry them to the water,’ Margaret explained. ‘They must walk across 
their native sand. We think that something registers in their brains that kicks in twenty-
five years later because they return to the beach where they were born to lay their 
eggs’” (p. 38).   
 
Writing Prompt 

Think about animals (turtles, butterflies, chickens) and people need to “walk 
across their native sand” on their own. Can you think of times in your life that having too 
much assistance was equally as harmful as having too little?  

Write a one paragraph informative explanatory paragraph in which you inform 
your reader how struggles are needed for us to learn lessons and to have information 
stick.  

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	

Introduce your topic clearly. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, and details. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion. Use 
precise language. Establish and maintain formal style. Conclude with a statement 
that supports your introduction.  
 
Close Close by extending the reading to life and the world. 
 
How does reading books help prepare you to answer questions about responsibility that 
you face in your life, or answering questions in your community? 
 
How do small events in your life help prepare you for even bigger events that you must 
responsibly make decisions about, and could change the outcome for your life?   
 
How might divorce affect parents and the children involved in the divorce, and what can 
we do to help fellow students who might struggle with the same feelings as Nadia had in 
the story? 
 
Learning about different cultures involves learning about different foods.  How many 
different foods from other cultures have you tried in the past year?  What prevents you 
from learning about different cultures from tasting different culture’s food? 
 
Someone said, “It takes all kinds of people to make up the world.” How does our novel 
demonstrate this perspective, and how does your world compare to the novel’s 
characters and the concept that it takes all kinds of people to make up the world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	

KWL Chart 
 

K W L 
What do you know? What do you want to know? What have you learned? 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The View from Saturday, Week 2 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement.   Leaders develop and dedicate their 
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend 
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is 
making sure that the communities I am part of are better because I am in 
them. And that I am better because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

Why does a theater have trap doors?  
 
What is a northeasterner?  
 
What is women’s suffrage about? 
 
What is a bed and breakfast (B and B)?  
 
What is an impressionistic artist?  
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

particularly (41) affectionate (42) tolerant (45) interfering (47) recipient (47) 
preoccupied (49) unwillingness (50) permitted (50) accommodations (52) philosophical (54) 
immediately (57) reorganized (58) refrained (59) suffragette (62) parceled (63) 
expectations (66) responsible (67) inevitable (68) paraplegic (68) complicated (70) 
disentangled 
(73) 

incident (74) established 
(76) 

dimensional (78) reproduction (80) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pages 41-80 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Map Materials 

• Large sheet of butcher paper to create a large map, markers 
• Tape, pins, magnets, or Velcro to fasten map to wall 

Map Instructions 
Create a map of the eastern United States so that New York and Florida can be seen.  
Determine the locations listed in the novel within New York and Florida. 
 
Literary Theme Chart 
Fill out the chart as you read, and keep the chart updated throughout the book. You will 
use this literary theme chart to help you complete your final writing product.  
 
Theme/definition Cite page number Example from Text Characters Involved 
    
    
 
KWL Instructions 
Continue to add to your KWL for the Loggerhead Turtles.  
Step One: Read the segment you wish to analyze  
Step Two: Fill out the K (know) column: What do you Know? 
Step Three: Fill out the W (want) column: What do you Want to know? 
Step Four: Fill out the L (learn) column: What have you Learned? 
Step Five: Review the chart when it is complete 
When you have completed your chart, write a paragraph summarizing the information 
you learned about Loggerhead turtles.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Continue to add to your OMP of Nadia. What is she thinking and feeling as her dad 
continues to hover? Include Ethan in their activities? And wants to become a turtle 
watcher? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
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Sketch—Loggerhead Turtles 
Using the information from the reading create a sketch of a Loggerhead Turtle.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Continue your OMP for Nadia. What is she thinking and feeling as she tries to relate 
with her dad? As she tries to communicate with him? And when the turtles need her 
help? What change occurred for her and her dad? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Northeasterner T Chart 
Create a cause and effect T Chart for the northeasterner.  

• What is this type of storm?  
• What effects will it have on the turtles and their population? 
• You can use this chart to write a paragraph that summarizes the need to help 

protect animals and habitats.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Create an Open Mind Portrait for Ethan Potter. What is he thinking and feeling as he 
returns to school? As the younger brother who was a stellar student and athlete? As he 
meets the new student? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.    
 
Bus Etiquette Poster 
Create the likeness of a bus. On it write “Ethan’s Rules” for riding the bus. What should 
the kids say and do when on the bus. Why does this matter to him?  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Create an Open Mind Portrait Julian. What is he thinking and feeling as he starts a new 
school? Rides the bus and is teased? Meets Ethan? Add 3-5 thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Sign 
Draw a sign advertising the Sillington—Bed and Breakfast Inn. Answer the basic 
advertising questions: 

• Who, Where, What, Why, How? 
• Be descriptive with your sign and information.  

 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP for Julian. What is he thinking and feeling as he continues to be 
teased? As he finds creative solutions to deal with the bullies? As he invites friends to 
his home? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Puzzle Piece 
Using the information for the party invite that Julian delivered put the pieces/information 
Ethan got together to form a puzzle/picture. Illustrate each picture to represent how he 
received the information.  
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Character Interaction Chart 
Start a character interaction chart for Julian, Ethan, and Mrs. Olinski. Based on what 
you have read so far, how do Ethan and Julian interact? Give two examples from the 
reading.  
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 41-48 

1. How does the author create vivid visualizations of the characters in the novel? 
2. When does Nadia decide she is not going on turtle walks anymore? 
3. Who is the person Nadia is the most upset with at the end of today’s section? 
4. What is so important about helping Loggerhead turtle nests be located in the 

right place before the turtles emerge from their eggs? 
5. Why do you think Nadia’s father lives in a swinging singles apartment? 
6. Why is it just that we take responsibility for the endangered Loggerhead sea 

turtles? 
7. What caused Nadia’s dad to want to be permitted according to the text? 
8. What caused the author to spend so much time on Loggerhead sea turtles in 

the text? 
 

Key Questions p. 49-56 
1. What happens when a northeastern hits Florida’s beaches when turtles are 
hatching? 

2. How do the hatchlings get rescued from being eaten by birds or dying by 
being lost? 

3. What are the conflicts in this section of the novel? 
4. How does the author create a mood in this part of the novel? 
5. What core value does Nadia demonstrate when she tells her father they will 

go help rescue the turtle hatchlings?  Why do you think so? 
6. What does Nadia’s father learn from Nadia in this section of the novel? 
7. What core value in this section might you apply in your community this week? 
8. What cultural values do you hear the author present the reader in this section 

of the novel? 
9. What do you think will happen next in the story? 

 
Key Questions p. 57-64 

1. Why do Nadia and her father discuss the comparison of the turtles going north 
in the summer and south in the winter with her commute the opposite way? 

2. How does the short two-page insert help us understand the linkage between 
characters better? 

3. What is the purpose to have the question given about the four places for the 
academic team to answer just prior to Ethan’s expose? 

4. What style does the author use to help us understand the development of the 
plot? 

5. How do you learn about historically famous people? 
6. How different is the culture of the characters from your own culture? 
7. What will happen next with Ethan Potter on the school bus? 
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8. What is the difference between Ethan’s experience on the school bus and your 
experience on a school bus? 

9. How does Ethan demonstrate responsibility through action with his reflections?   
 
Key Questions p. 65-72 

1. Why do you think the Singh family bought the Sillington House to turn into a 
Bed and Breakfast Inn? 

2. How do you think Hamilton Knapp and Michael Froelich will be as characters 
in the plot development? 

3. What is Ethan learning about different cultures through his interaction with 
Julian Singh? 

4. How does the author develop the three new characters he introduces in this 
section of the novel, e.g. Julian, Hamilton, and Michael? 

5. How does the author introduce Mrs. Olinski?  Why? 
6. How does this section of the novel relate to your experiences in sixth grade 

so far? 
7. Which character do you relate to the best?  Why? 
8. How is Julian’s culture so different from the town culture of Epiphany?  Is it 

better or just different?  Why did people at school treat Julian so poorly? 
9. What do you think will happen with the lunch crowd, Nadia, Ethan, and Noah?   

 
Key Questions p. 73-80 

1. Why does Konigsburg have a character like Julian Singh appear in the novel? 
2. As Julian copes with mistreatment, what is Ethan learning about responsibility 

requiring appropriate action? 
3. How does the Farmer’s Market play into the development of the plot? 
4. Why do you think Ethan had a problem taking money from somebody his own 
age? 

5. How does the author unfold the plot using the strangest invitation Ethan has 
received? 

6. How does Julian create interest in the tea party for each character? 
7. What method did the author use to give the reader insight into the author of 

and story about Alice and Wonderland? 
8. What is your impression of Ethan’s response to Julian’s invitation? 
9. Why was Ethan so concerned about his mother knowing what he bought to 

take to the tea party? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 45 

“No one seemed to think that it would matter to me where I lived. No one seemed 
to think it would matter to me whether I spent my life in New York or Florida, or 
commuting between the two” (p. 45). 

 
Writing Prompt 
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Nadia is at the mercy of her parents’ and her grandparents’ decisions. Think of a 
time you were placed at the mercy of others and the decisions they made that affected 
you. How did that make you feel? What factors would have made you feel more 
empowered? Do parents have the obligations to tell their children everything? What 
could Nadia have done to be more involved in the decision making process (relating to 
their move and the divorce)? 
 Make a list of three things that Nadia could have done to participate more 
in the decisions that were being made surrounding their move and the pending 
divorce. 
  Choose one of them and write an informative/explanatory paragraph in 
which you share with your readers a step Nadia could have made to feel more 
empowered relating to decisions that affected her. Introduce your topic. Develop 
a topic with relevant facts and ideas. Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion. Use domain specific language. Conclude with a statement that 
supports your introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 55 

“I paused in my narrative. I focused hard on Dad, and he focused hard on me.  
‘Are you with me?’ I asked. My father nodded, so I continued. ‘Here is the tragic part.  
Even if the tide does wash them back into the water, they will not be able to get back 
home because once the swimming frenzy is turned off, it is turned off forever. Turtles do 
not have an emergency power pack or a safety switch to turn it on. So, they are, once 
again at the water’s edge, but this time they are without the mechanism for swimming 
east. That is why they will be lost at sea. They will want to graze. They will have an 
appetite, but they will not be where they can satisfy it, and they will not know how to get 
there because they cannot turn back their internal clock. They will not find home. They 
will not find food. They will starve and grow weak and be eaten’” (p. 55). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Think about a time where there was a crisis and a response needed to be made 
to save—something or someone (real or imagined).  

Write an informative paragraph detailing the response. What did you or someone 
you know, do to respond to the need? 

Introduce your topic clearly. Develop the topic with relevant facts and 
details. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesions and clarify relationships. 
Provide a concluding statement that follows from and supports the introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 60 

“The place names are Seneca Falls, Homer, Rochester, and Auburn.’ Ethan rang 
in as the last syllable sounded. Yes. Ethan Potter would know all four parts. Yes, yes, 
yes, and yes” (p. 60). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Ethan recalls how his family has been influential in his town. Write an 
informative/explanatory paragraph on how your family’s history has impacted your life 
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today by describing one important person in your family that showed responsibility 
through actions taken that made a positive difference in your family or community.  

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples. Use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. Establish and maintain a formal style. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 67  

“‘Yes,’ Julian smiled, ‘A chef. He was a chef on board the Skylark the cruise ship. 
Father decided that we needed to settle down. He has always wanted to own an inn, so 
he purchased Sillington House. That is what we call it’” (p. 67). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Julian and his father are on a new adventure. Used to living on cruise ships in 
international waters Julian is at a new school in a new town. Think about a time you had 
to experience something for the first time.  

Write an explanatory paragraph in which you share your experience and 
the steps you took to prepare for something new.  

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and examples. Use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. Establish and maintain a formal style. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 73 

“Between the a and ass, he had squeezed a p. And in the space beneath that, he 
had changed the message. His book bag now read: I am a passenger on Spaceship 
Earth” (p. 73). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Julian made a very distinct choice to change the message he received. He could 
have chosen to fight back, but he chose to change the message and continue on. Think 
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of a time that you had to make a conscious choice to act and react with respect and 
dignity.  
 In a paragraph explain the situation and what happened. Introduce your 
topic clearly; preview what is to follow. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, and details. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among ideas and concepts. Establish and maintain formal style. 
Provide a concluding statement; which follows from and supports your 
introduction.  
 
Close Close by extending the reading to life and the world. 
 
If everyone helped one other person and protected five resources of our earth by 
recycling each day, just think how our society and our world would benefit.  Have you 
done your part in being responsible by doing something to help another person and our 
earth? 
 
How does our country show concern for the environment and species that are 
threatened?  How might we do better to be responsible stewards of the earth?  
 
What important actions might you take on as a responsible steward of the earth in order 
to help protect our community and the earth? 
 
India faced injustice as a nation, but overcame injustice with the actions of one man 
leading a nation.  What can you learn from the life and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi 
in relationship to justice requires action? 
 
How does the world see nonviolent response to injustice?  Knowing Mahatma Gandhi 
and Rev Dr. Martin Luther King’s responses to injustice in their countries, what might 
you do differently in the future when you encounter injustice? 
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart 

 
Character 1 to Character 2 

 
 
 
 
Character 1 to Character 3 
 
 
 

1 

  
 
 
 

 

   
 Character 2 to Character 1 

 
 
 
 
 
Character 2 to Character 3 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

  

Character 3 to Character 1 
 
 
 
 
Character 3 to Character 2 
 
 
 

3 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The View from Saturday, Week 3 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement.   Leaders develop and dedicate their 
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend 
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is 
making sure that the communities I am part of are better because I am in 
them. And that I am better because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

What is a chanteuse? 
 
What is involved in removing old wallpaper?   
 
What is an acronym?  
 
What is an understudy? 
 
What are the qualities of a “good” audience”?  
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

ignition (81) silhouetted (82) acknowledging (83) chanteuse (84) presence (88) 
clutched (91) applauded (93) mispronouncing (94) triggered (93) spontaneous (96) 
acronym (98) audition (100) thoroughly (97) excessive (102) bickering (101) 
carafe (106) understudy (106) tranquilizer (108) glistens (110) invisibly (110) 
ruckus (117) respectively (113) backstage (115) furthermore (120) waffled (120)  

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pages 81-120 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Map Materials 

• Large sheet of butcher paper to create a large map, markers 
• Tape, pins, magnets, or Velcro to fasten map to wall 

Map Instructions 
Create a map of the eastern United States so that New York and Florida can be seen.  
Determine the locations listed in the novel within New York and Florida. 
 
Literary Theme Chart 
Fill out the chart as you read, and keep the chart updated throughout the book. You will 
use this literary theme chart to help you complete your final writing product.  
 
Theme/definition Cite page number Example from Text Characters Involved 
    
    
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait   
Add to your OMP of Ethan. What is he thinking and feeling as he arrives at the party 
and starts interacting with his new friends? When he realizes the puzzle is a great gift? 
And as he begins to “be himself”? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Character Interaction Chart 
Continue the character chart you started yesterday for Ethan, Julian, and Mrs. Olinski.  
Give another example from the reading of Julian and Ethan’s interaction thus far.  
 
Open Mind Portrait   
Add to your OMP of one of the Souls. What are they thinking and feeling as they 
become the Souls? As they get their penny? As they share what day they would live 
over? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
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Your Best Day Poster 
Create a poster, collage, or sketch of your Best Day.  
On the back write why this day is significant and why you would want to live it over.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP of Julian. Why does he think they need to help Mrs. Olinski? What is 
he thinking and feeling as they work as a team to help train Ginger? Add 3-5 new 
thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Character Interaction Chart 
Add to the character interaction chart you started on Day 10 and 11. Add interactions 
between Ethan and Mrs. Olinski and Julian and Mrs. Olinski, they can be positive or 
negative. Cite examples from the text.  
  
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP for Julian. What is he thinking and feeling once he realizes what can 
happen to Ginger? When he is faced with the opportunity to hurt his nemesis? When he 
tries to trade the biscuits? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.    
 
Cartoon 
Create a 6-panel cartoon of today’s reading. Use sketches and thought bubbles to 
summarize the reading.  
 
Bookmark: Leadership 

1. Think about five to seven qualities necessary for responsibility to follow through 
with action demonstrating leadership.  

2. Determine the five to seven necessary qualities needed for responsibility to 
follow through with action demonstrating leadership in your life, and then put 
those on the back of your bookmark in bulleted format along with a symbol of 
justice requires action.  On the front of the bookmark should be the title, as listed 
below.  

3. Side 1—Title Leadership 
4. Side 2—5-10 Leadership Action Steps you can take to be a better leader 

Suggested Qualities of Leadership: Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort, Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
Open Mind Portrait 
Create/add to your Open Mind Portrait for Mrs. Olinski. What is she thinking and feeling 
when she realized who started the ruckus in the theater? As she drove the kids to the B 
& B? As she had her first cup of tea? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
 
Character Interaction Chart 
Add to the Character Interaction Chart for Julian, Mrs. Olinski, and Ethan. Add 
interactions between Ethan, Julian, and Mrs. Olinski. Use this chart to write a paragraph 
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that describes the changes that have occurred based on the interaction between Julian 
and Ethan or Julian and Ms. Olinski. Cite examples from the text.  
 
Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 81-88 

1. Why does Konigsburg develop the setting at Sillington House with so many 
details? 

2. Why do the guests bring Julian gifts for a tea party? 
3. What does Ethan learn from his experiences at Sillington House? 
4. How are the guests becoming more than just school friends? 
5. How does Konigsburg’s style of writing draw you into the story? 
6. How does the context of the Sillington House lend itself to building 
relationships? 

7. Why does Julian inform his guests that their presence is desired, not presents 
next time? 

8. In what ways is the story different than your life experience with friends? 
9. What is your tentative conclusion about the development of these sixth 

graders’ relationship as a group this Saturday at Sillington House? 
 
Key Questions p. 89-96 

1. Why does Konigsburg develop a basis for comparison within the novel, 
jumping from character to character, like she is piecing together a story? 

2. What did you think of Ethan’s desire to not talk with Julian on the bus? 
3. Why did the characters go back to Sillington House the next Saturday? 
4. Why did Nadia pick the term, The Souls, as the name of their group? 
5. How does Konigsburg draw the reader into the story by her descriptions of 

settings? 
6. How did the characters demonstrate responsibility in action on the second 

Saturday? 
7. What did you think of how The Souls reflected on a day each would like to live 

over? 
8. What is your impression of how Mrs. Olinski handled Hamilton Knapp’s 

comments? 
9. How did the author weave in her fourth choice for the group in contrast to the 

four places in New York in Ethan’s four-part question? 
 
Key Questions p. 97-104 

1. Why does Konigsburg keep jumping from one setting and character to 
another setting and character? 

2. Who knows acronyms the best on The Souls academic team?  Why? 
3. How can you tell where the setting is for Julian’s sharing about the discussion 

about Ginger playing a role in a play? 
4. What are the characters learning about Nadia and Noah’s heated bickering? 
5. How is Konigsburg keeping the reader piecing together the story from 

different perspectives of the characters? 
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6. What is your impression of Mrs. Reynolds as the person selecting a dog for 
the part? 

7. Why have you felt strongly about someone being selected for a part in an 
activity?   

8. What are your feelings about the characters in The Souls? 
9. How do you think Ginger will do in the play, according to all you know 
presently? 
 

Key Questions p. 105-112 
1. Why does Konigsburg change settings and characters in the midst of Julian 

sharing his story? 
2. How does the change of setting and characters make the reader focus on all 

the parts of the story that are being developed at the same time? 
3. Does real life develop much like the way Konigsburg writes this novel? 
4. How is our core value being played out by Julian’s behavior with what he has 

heard about Hamilton Knapp’s plans to embarrass Ginger? 
5. Why do you think Julian wants to prevent either dog from ingesting the 

doctored treats? 
6. What mood does the author create in the development of the plot of Arnold 

being substituted at the last minute for Ginger without anyone’s knowledge? 
7. When would you have taken responsible action to right the wrong being done 

by Hamilton Knapp’s plan with the doctored treats? 
8. What do you anticipate will happen when Julian gets a chance to take away 

the doctored treats and prevent Arnold from getting ill. 
9. Why do The Souls seem to always be in conflict with Hamilton Knapp’s 

chosen values? 
 
Key Questions p. 113-120 

1. Why does Julian struggle with making a decision concerning the poisoned 
treats? 

2. How would you have responded to the pressure to allow Arnold to suffer the 
fate Knapp planned for Ginger? 

3. How did Konigsburg teach the reader about the attributes of a good 
audience? 

4. What is your opinion of Mrs. Reynolds as the director of the play? 
5. How did Julian finally make his decision?   
6. What factors did Julian consider in making his decision about the poisoned 
treats? 

7. What was your impression of Julian using magic to teach Knapp a lesson 
about wrong and right? 

8. What is the difference between “you four souls,” mentioned by Mrs. Olinski 
and “The Souls?” 

9. Who do you think will be the fourth person Mrs. Olinski will appoint to the 
team?  Why? 
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EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 85 

“‘I think we must join our other guests,’ He said, ‘Please,’ he said. I crossed in 
front of him, and as I did so, I felt that I was crossing from stage right to stage left and 
wearing a tuxedo, and I did not mind that feeling at all” (p. 85). 

 
Writing Prompt 

Ethan the others have been invited into a new experience and they all decided to 
embrace their new friend and their new experience. Imagine you are having a party and 
invite your friends.   

Write an explanatory paragraph--what kind of party you would have, and how you 
would invite them over to your home. Include in your paragraph what you would serve 
them to eat, and what you would do to help build positive relationships between your 
new friends? 

Introduce your topic clearly, previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic 
with relevant facts and details. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion. 
Use precise language. Provide a concluding statement that follows from and 
supports the information presented.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 96 

“Mrs. Olinski remembered the day that the rude applause had distracted a 
performance. Her fourth choice had been causing her problems, but it had been on the 
very day when the rude applause interrupted a play that she made the fourth and final 
choice for her team” (p. 96).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Making choices can be difficult, as it was for Mrs. Olinski. Write an 
informative/explanatory paragraph in which you detail the steps you use in 
making responsible choices in your life. How did you learn to make correct 
choices in your life? How does making responsible choices require proper 
actions to back up those choices? Can you make good choices for yourself and 
others without being a leader?  
 Introduce the topic, previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts. Use appropriate transitions. Provide a concluding statement that 
follows from and supports the information presented.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 104 

“Ginger was in every way superior to every other dog there. Even her mixed-
breed looks better suited the part than Arnold’s purebred sleekness. Ginger was first 
rate. Ginger had star quality. Ginger got the part” (p. 104). 
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Writing Prompt 
Do you think the auditions for the part of Sandy were done fairly? Have you ever 

experienced someone being chosen for a part or activity when they weren’t the best 
candidate?  

Write an explanatory paragraph in which you describe your feelings about 
someone else being chosen for an activity rather than you. Explain the process.  
How fair did the process seem to you? How did The Souls prepare Ginger for the 
try out in the play, and is this a helpful idea for your life? 

Introduce your topic, previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts and details. Use precise language and appropriate transitions. 
Provide a concluding statement that follows from and supports the introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 112 

“There they were, waiting on the prop table.  There they were, awaiting my 
decision” (p. 112). 
 
Writing Prompt 

In today’s reading Julian had a decision to make. He could say and do nothing, 
allowing Arnold to eat the treats and getting sick. Ginger would get to perform and Ham 
would hurt his friend. OR he could say/do something to assist both dogs. He made his 
choice.  

Write an explanatory paragraph, share a time in your life that you knew 
about something bad that would happen to someone if you said or did nothing.  
How did you make the right decision to prevent something bad from happening 
because you knew it would be wrong not to take the right action to prevent wrong 
from happening? How does this action enable/support you being a leader?  

Introduce your topic clearly, previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, definitions, and details. Use appropriate transitions. Use 
precise language. Establish and maintain formal style. Provide a concluding 
statement that follows from and supports the information and explanation 
presented.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 118 

“‘Your son has something growing out of his head,’ I said as I pulled two bacon-
shaped doggie treats from his ears. ‘I think these belong to you.’ I said as one by one I 
dropped the rest of the drugged biscuits on his lap. I turned and walked away” (p. 118).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Making the right decision to do the right action takes courage and it means you 
have to be a leader. What steps go into making good choices?   

Write a paragraph where you explain about a time when you had the courage to 
make the right decision to take the right action. Introduce your topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
and concrete details. Use precise language to inform about and explain the topic. 
Provide a concluding statement that follows from and supports the introduction.  
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Close Close by extending the reading to life and the world. 
 
How do people get to know new people and new cultures without offending anyone? 
 
Everyone has to make choices in life. What is your basis for making right choices for 
your life? What role does justice play in making correct choices in life decisions? 

How are you preparing for being chosen for an activity in the future, such as a college, 
university, or playing for a sports team? 

Why should people in a community respond correctly to a plan to do something wrong 
to a person, if they can do something to prevent the behavior? 
 
Making a popular decision is not always making the responsible decision to take the 
right action.  Presidents sometimes must make a responsible decision that is the right 
action, but still the decision is not popular. 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The View from Saturday, Week 4 
 

 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement.   Leaders develop and dedicate their 
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend 
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is 
making sure that the communities I am part of are better because I am in 
them. And that I am better because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

What is malice? 
 
What does it mean to render someone speechless? 
 
What are the Finger Lakes?  
 
What is the Upanishads? 
 
What is a frieze?   
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

malice (121) enchantingly (122) vulgar (123) maneuvered (124) apostrophes (128) 
enormous (129) trajectory (129) jubilant (131) sovereign (132) unprecedented (136) 
sentinels (138) phalanx (138) insisted (140) reincarnation (142) absentmindedly (143) 
blitz (147) rhythm (150) muffled (151) destination (151) complementary (148) 
parched (153) specifically (153) frieze (153) perpetual (155) existence (157)  

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read pages 121-160 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Map Materials 

• Large sheet of butcher paper to create a large map, markers 
• Tape, pins, magnets, or Velcro to fasten map to wall 

Map Instructions 
Create a map of the eastern United States so that New York and Florida can be seen.  
Determine the locations listed in the novel within New York and Florida. 
 
Literary Theme Chart 
Fill out the chart as you read, and keep the chart updated throughout the book. You will 
use this literary theme chart to help you complete your final writing product.  
 
Theme/definition Cite page number Example from Text Characters Involved 
    
    
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP for Mrs. Olinski. What is she thinking and feeling as she sees her 
friends with their grandkids? Meets Julian’s Dad? Watches the Souls for the first time? 
Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.   
 
Setting Chart 
Create a setting chart based on the reading of the Sillington House. Use the chart to 
write a paragraph or list of traits and qualities that make the house a calming place for 
Mrs. Olinski. What changes occur for her while she is there?  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP for anyone of the characters so far. What are they thinking and feeling 
as they train and win their first match? As they rely on one another? As they start to trust 
each other? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your OMP.  
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Contest Rules 
Based on the reading create a list of contest rules. Add 3-4 more rules you think would 
benefit the contestants or the audience.  
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP Ms. Olinski. What do you think she is thinking and feeling so far and 
she recalls being in and teaching from a wheelchair? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your 
OMP.  
 
Souls Poster 
In today’s reading Julian’s father shares with Mrs. Olinski about the Soul’s and their 
name, he says “What are the Souls?” Based on your reading and knowledge of the 
characters create a poster that describes what the souls are. . .add thoughts, pictures, 
illustrations to help describe the group. Write one statement on your poster that 
summarizes their name or their friendship.  
 
Tea Poster  
http://www.afternoontoremember.com/learn/benefits 
Visit the website above. There are many benefits of taking tea some are listed below. 
Create a poster advertising afternoon tea at the Sillington House. Use quotes or 
experiences from the characters in the reading to “sell” Afternoon Tea.  

• Who is invited? 
• Where is tea located?  
• How much does it cost?  
• What constitutes tea? 
• Why experience tea?  
• Include contact information, a menu, and cost. Be creative.  

Health Benefits Attributed to Tea: 
Tea clears your arteries. 
Tea calms inflammation. 
Tea wipes out viruses. 
Tea burns calories. 
Tea protects oral health. 
Tea inhibits cancer growth. 
Tea enhances immune functions 

While many specific tea health benefits are being researched by professionals around 
the globe, most all agree that tea is good for you. 
 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add to your OMP of Mrs. Olinski. What is she thinking and feeling as she learns more 
about the Souls from Julian’s father? As she has another cup of tea? As she watches 
her kids thrive?  What does she learn from her students? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your 
OMP.  
 
Character Interaction Chart 
Mrs. Olinski, the Souls, and Julian’s father 

http://www.afternoontoremember.com/learn/benefits
http://www.scu.edu/character
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Complete a character interaction chart for Mr. Singh, the Souls, and Mrs. Olinsky. Cite 
examples from the reading.  
Which interaction (see list below) do you think is the most important interaction in the 
novel? Give three reasons to support your choice.  

• Mr. Singh and the Souls,  
• Mr. Singh and Mrs. Olinsky, or  
• Mrs. Olinsky and the Souls 

 
Open Mind Portrait  
Add your final thoughts and self-talk to characters.  Add what they are thinking and 
feeling as they win their finals? As they meet with Mrs. Olinski again? As they determine 
who chose whom?  
 
Discussion  

 
Key Questions p. 121-128 

1. What was the reason Mrs. Olinski picked Julian Singh to be the fourth 
member? 

2. Why was Mrs. Olinski having feelings of anger and jealousy at Sillington 
House? 

3. What was the mood at the Sillington House with The Souls, Mr. and Mrs. 
Diamondstein, Mr. Singh and Julian, Ethan, Nadia, Noah, and Ginger? 

4. What redeemable value did Mrs. Olinski see in The Souls that afternoon at 
tea? 

5. Why did the author insert Mrs. Olinski’s distaste for vast amounts of turquoise, 
shocking pink, and chartreuse? 

6. What effect does additional information about Mrs. Olinski have on the 
reader? 

7. What is your impression of Mrs. Olinski with the additional information 
supplied by the author in this section? 

8. How do you respond to colors you dislike, or to how people are treated that 
you really care about? 

9. What culture has been cultivated by The Souls at the Saturday afternoon tea? 
 
Key Questions p. 129-136 

1. When do you think Julian will get credit for his second acronym? 
2. What is happening to Epiphany Middle School as the sixth grade team keeps 

winning against older students? 
3. Who finally gets held accountable for their irresponsible actions of erasing a 

word and writing another term on the blackboard, and for barking Arf at the 
play? 

4. How does Konigsburg use Mrs. Olinski to confront the injustice of two bullies 
in the classroom? 

5. In what ways did Mrs. Olinski apply the value of responsibility requires action 
in her sixth grade classroom? 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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6. How did the author use the text to demonstrate the poor choice of behavior of 
a professional mistreating a teacher and being held accountable for his 
behavior? 

7. What did you learn about responsibility requires action from Mrs. Olinski’s 
classroom confrontation of two belching students? 

8. How did silent applause demonstrate most of the class approved of Mrs. 
Olinski’s actions to confront irresponsible behaviors? 

9. Who do you think will be the winner in the district academic team contest?  
Why? 

 
Key Questions p. 136-144 

1. Why do you think Konigsburg had Michael Froelich be a part of the 
celebration of victory over the Knightsbridge Middle School team? 

2. How did the author create imagery using the idea of students forming a 
phalanx for Mrs. Olinski? 

3. How did Konigsburg use The Souls to convey a new value for Saturday 
afternoon to Mrs. Olinski? 

4. What attitude was conveyed by The Souls to Mrs. Olinski upon her arrival at 
Sillington House that Saturday afternoon for tea? 

5. What effects are created when Mr. Singh drops ideas verbally on Mrs. Olinski 
that she thought were only her private thoughts? 

6. What is your impression of the interchange between Mr. Singh and Mrs. 
Olinski at Sillington House? 

7. What do you think caused Mrs. Olinski to become relaxed at Sillington 
House? 

8. Why was Mrs. Olinski uneasy with Mr. Singh’s explanations about her 
thoughts? 

9. What do you predict will happen between Mr. Singh and Mrs. Olinski? 
 
Key Questions p. 145-152 

1. Why does Konigsburg keep skipping from one setting to another so rapidly as 
the novel is wrapping up? 

2. Why did Mrs. Olinski get upset with Holly Blackwell? 
3. What caused Mrs. Olinski to take Mr. Singh and Julian with her in the van to 
Albany? 

4. What is your evaluation of the way Konigsburg writes the text for the novel? 
5. What problem is overcome in this section of the novel? 
6. Where did you learn more about how Julian knew the answer for the 

acronym, TIP? 
7. How does Mrs. Olinski value Mr. Singh and Julian? 
8. How did Noah’s mother help raise money for the Epiphany Boosters to go to 
Albany? 

9. What is the tone of the text where Mrs. Olinski and Mrs. Singh are talking in 
the van? 

 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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Key Questions p. 153-160 
1. Why does Konigsburg call the trophy a loving cup? 
2. What helped The Souls to become an effective and efficient academic 
team? 

3. How did kindness bring together The Souls and draw in Mrs. Olinski? 
4. How does kindness demonstrate responsibility requires action in 
relationships? 

5. What is the most important value the author presents in the novel? 
6. Who learns the most in the novel, The Souls, Mrs. Olinski, or Michael 
Froelich? 

7. What is the atmosphere that last Saturday at Sillington House? 
8. How does resolution come to Julian’s life in Epiphany? 
9. How is this novel unlike any novel you have read? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 125 

“There were talking among themselves and drinking tea. They did not interrupt 
one another, Mrs. Olinski thought, how unusual, there were nods and smiles and 
obvious pleasure in one another’s company. Mrs. Olinski thought, how unusual to find 
four 6th graders who listened to one another sympathetically, unselfishly. How curious. 
How courteous. When people come to tea they are courteous” (p. 125). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Mrs. Olinski is convinced that the demise of civilization started when people 
stopped having 4:00 tea. How do you think tea or the process of tea can help someone 
pause and begin to act more courteous?  
 Write an informative/explanatory paragraph in which you share how tea or 
a process like tea can help people slow down. Introduce your topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
and details. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships. Use precise language and domain specify vocabulary. Conclude 
with a statement that follows from and supports your introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 133 

“With the success of her team, Mrs. Olinski was asked more and more often how 
she chose them, and she continued to give several good answers, varying them as the 
need arose. They worked well together. They were willing to take time to drill. They 
understood the rules. All of these answers were true, but not the whole truth. The whole 
truth was that Mrs. Olinski did not yet know the whole truth” (p. 133).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Pretend you are Mrs. Olinski and you need to share with the reader how you 
chose your team.  

http://www.scu.edu/character
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Write an informative/explanatory paragraph explaining how and why you 
chose the team you chose for the competition.  Introduce your topic, previewing 
what is to follow, Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, and details. 
Use appropriate transitions. Provide a concluding statement that follows from 
and supports the introduction.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 140 

“There were two other tables where paying guests were already seated. They 
smiled and nodded at her in the approving way people do when they see people in 
wheelchairs” (p. 140).  

 
Writing Prompt  

Think about Mrs. Olinski and how self-conscious she feels at being in a wheel 
chair and teaching. How can we responsibly help disabled or handicapped people feel 
accepted and cared about all the time?   
 Write an explanatory paragraph in which you share with your reader how to 
teach others to respectfully and responsibly help others with a disability without 
making them feel pity. Introduce your topic, previewing what is to follow. Develop 
your topic with relevant facts, definitions, and details. Use appropriate 
transitions. Use precise language. Provide a concluding statement that follows 
from and supports the information presented.  

You might want to review the material below that summarizes etiquette when 
interacting with those with disabilities.   
http://ucp.org/resources/disability-etiquette/  
http://www.guidedogs.com/site/PageServer?pagename=resources_access  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 145 

“It was dark when Mrs. Olinski left Sillington House, and she was glad. The dark 
wrapped the afternoon around her and kept it close. Sillington House was its own place” 
(p. 145).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Mrs. Olinski has found peace at the Sillington house and the Souls have found 
their own place. Think about a place or time you knew you belonged. Write an 
explanatory paragraph in which you share with your reader the ideas and 
concepts that contributed to that feeling. Introduce your topic. Develop your topic 
with relevant details, facts, and definitions. Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion. Provide a conclusion that follows from and supports the information 
presented.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 160  

“And that was when she knew that they knew that she knew” (p. 160). 
 
 
 
 

http://ucp.org/resources/disability-etiquette/
http://www.guidedogs.com/site/PageServer?pagename=resources_access
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Writing Prompt 
Mrs. Olinski wants to know if the students chose her or if she chose the students. 

Think back to the beginning of the novel when Julian suggested they have a project. 
Think about how kindness has changed all of their courses.  
 Do you think the Souls chose Mrs. Olinski or that she chose the Souls? Write a 
paragraph in which you explain your choice. Introduce your topic previewing 
what is to follow. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions and details. 
Use appropriate transitions. Use precise language. Provide a concluding 
statement in which you support your introduction.  
 
Close Close by extending the reading to life and the world. 
 
How does a person responsibly deal with jealousy and anger without hurting someone 
else? 
 
Sometimes, the required action for justice takes a while in the real world.  But 
eventually, those who are guilty are caught and the required accountability is fulfilled. 
Responsibility requires action by those in authority. 
 
How does patience help a person to be a better team player in sports or academics?  
How long does it take to learn patience, and when does a person know that patience 
has been learned? 
 
How effectively does kindness overcome both malice and spite in a cruel world? 
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1g6 Setting Chart 

Where 
 
 
 
 
 

When 

Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weather 
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
 
Character 1 to Character 2 

 
 
 
 
Character 1 to Character 3 
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 Character 2 to Character 1 

 
 
 
 
 
Character 2 to Character 3 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

  

Character 3 to Character 1 
 
 
 
 
Character 3 to Character 2 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The View from Saturday, Final Writing Product 
 

 
Final Writing Product 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 
 In the novel The View From Saturday  
 Some of the major themes of The View From Saturday can be described as: 

• Kindness—Can you be kind if you have never been shown kindness?  
• Diversity—should you be concerned with diversity because it is a “hot 

topic” issue or because you are concerned with helping move a group 
forward?  

• Journey—taking the journey, learning, and living are more important than 
the destination, is there truth in this statement?  

  
Write a 5-paragraph informative/explanatory essay in which you explore one of 

the major themes of the novel. Introduce the theme and how it affects the characters 
and the ideas surrounding the novel. Organize your ideas, concepts, and information 
using strategies such as definition and classification. Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotes or other examples. Use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
Use precise language and vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. Maintain 
formal style. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information presented.  
 

Utilize your Open Mind Portraits to assist in your writing. 
 
 


