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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Introduction 
 

 
Outcomes for the Novel 
W1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 
Mud City 
 
Focus and goals for this unit: The goal for this unit is for students to write an 
argumentative essay.  
 
 
Unit Roadmap 

 
• Unit’s big idea or theme = Leadership requires Engagement.  
 
• Definition: Leaders develop and dedicate their talents to promote the common 

good. This is where they choose to spend their time and effort, Leadership 
requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the communities I am 
part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better because of the 
communities I choose to be part of. 

 
• Ideally this would be posted in your classroom. 

 
• Major written product: W1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 

reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 1  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
Complete preliminary research on Pakistan  

Full name: Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
Population: 179 million (UN, 2012) 
Capital: Islamabad 
Largest city: Karachi 
Major languages: English, Urdu, Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi 
Major religion: Islam 
Life expectancy: 65 years (men), 67 years (women) (UN) 
Monetary unit: 1 Pakistani Rupee = 100 paisa 
Main exports: Textile products, rice, cotton, leather goods 

The Muslim-majority state of Pakistan occupies an area which was home to some of the 
earliest human settlements and where two of the world's major religions, Hinduism and 
Buddhism, were practiced. 

The modern state was born out of the separation of the Indian sub-continent in 
1947 and has faced both domestic political upheavals and regional conflicts. 
 
Border tensions and terror 

Cricket is the most popular sport in Pakistan. 
Pakistan's place on the world stage shifted after the 11 September 2001 attacks 

in the U.S. It dropped its support for the Taliban regime in Afghanistan and was 
propelled into the frontline in the fight against terrorism, becoming a notional ally of the 
United States. 

However, Pakistani forces have struggled to maintain control over the restless 
tribal regions along the Afghan border, where Taliban-linked militants became firmly 
entrenched. These Sunni extremists have more recently expanded attacks from their 
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border fastness to target minority groups elsewhere in the country, in particular Shia 
Muslims and Christians. Since 2009, the government has been waging an on-and-off 
military campaign to flush the militants out of the tribal areas. 

It repeatedly denied U.S. and Afghan allegations that senior al-Qaeda and 
Taliban leaders were present in the border areas, or that its intelligence service ISI even 
had links to Afghan armed groups. So the death in April 2011 of al-Qaeda chief Osama 
Bin-Laden in a U.S. raid on Abbottabad, a city in the heart of Pakistan's military 
establishment, stretched relations with the U.S. to the breaking point. 

Tensions with India over Kashmir have resurfaced regularly ever since the 
partition of the sub-continent, and the two nuclear-armed powers have on numerous 
occasions been on the brink of renewed conflict. 

Parliamentary elections in 2013 brought the Muslim League back to power in the 
first transition from one elected government to another at elections in the country's 
history. The new government moved fast to engage with the Taliban, and began peace 
talks with the group in March 2014. 
Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
 
Introduce five important, useful words from today’s reading. 
 

widow (9) lice (12) eerie (14) gobble (15) stunned (21) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Look at the cover of the book. Why do you think the author decided to title the novel 
Mud City? Predict what the story is about. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 9 - 21. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Discuss the reading and add 3-5 events to the timeline. 

• Discuss the story to fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why. 
• Decide on the 3-5 most important events and add these to the timeline. 

Students might mention: 
• Shauzia wonders when Mrs. Weera will be back, but receives no answer from 

the women. She decides to go outside with Jasper, her dog.  
• The children pester Shauzia to tell them a story about the wolves. At first Shauzia 

is hesitant, but eventually gives in, and recalls her tale.  
• Mrs. Weera returns, Shauzia tells her that they must speak urgently. She 

reminds Mrs. Weera, about her plans to go to France, and that she needs to earn 
money.  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12965779
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• Mrs. Weera responds that she has a safe life at the compound, and opportunities 
will come soon enough. This isn't quick enough for Shauzia.   

• Shauzia decides that she wants to leave the compound and take her chances 
trying to make money elsewhere.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
Key Paragraph, p. 18  

“‘A few years? I can’t spend a few years here! I’ll go crazy! I’ll be like her!’ 
Shauzia pointed at the crazy women. A woman with no name, she had been found 
rocking and moaning on the streets of Peshawar. Aid workers had brought her to the 
Widows’ Compound” (p. 18).  
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia is frustrated with her life living at the Widows’ Compound. Pretend you 
are Shauzia. Write a journal entry explaining why you want to leave Widows’ 
Compound. In an argumentative paragraph argue why you should leave the 
compound. Provide three reasons to support your answer.   
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. In what ways are you still dependent on your parents or family?  
2. In what ways are you independent? What daily activities are you responsible for? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 2 
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
Who are the Taliban? 

The Taliban was created in the early 1990s in northern Pakistan after the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. Taliban came to prominence in 
Afghanistan in the autumn of 1994. 

At first, the Taliban were well liked and welcomed by the Afghan people. Their 
early popularity was largely due to their success in stamping out corruption, curbing 
lawlessness and making the roads and the areas under their control safe for commerce 
to flourish. 

By 1998, they were in control of almost 90% of Afghanistan. However, the 
Afghan people were fed up when the Taliban started to enforce strict rules - such as 
public executions of convicted murderers and adulterers and amputations of those 
found guilty of theft. Men were also required to grow beards and women had to wear the 
all-covering burka. The Taliban banned television, music, movie theaters and 
disapproved of girls aged 10 and over from going to school. 

The attention of the world was drawn to the Taliban in Afghanistan following the 
attacks on the World Trade Center in September 2001. The Taliban in Afghanistan were 
accused of providing protection to Osama Bin Laden and the al-Qaeda movement who 
were blamed for the attacks. 

Soon after 9/11 the Taliban were driven from power in Afghanistan by a US-led 
coalition. On October 7, 2001, a US-led military coalition invaded Afghanistan and by 
the first week of December the Taliban regime had collapsed. 
 
The Taliban in recent years 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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In recent years the Taliban have re-emerged in Afghanistan and grown far 
stronger in Pakistan, where observers say there is loose coordination between different 
Taliban groups and rebel groups 

Despite higher numbers of foreign troops, the Taliban have extended their 
control. The violence in Afghanistan has returned to levels not seen since 2001. 
There have been numerous Taliban attacks on Kabul, the capitol of Afghanistan, in the 
past two years. In recent years the Taliban have also increasingly relied on roadside 
bombs as a means of fighting Nato and Afghan forces. 

The hardline Islamic Taliban movement has proved to be a formidable fighting 
force in Afghanistan and a major threat to its government. 

The Taliban also threatens to destabilize Pakistan, where they control areas in 
the north-west and have been blamed for a wave of suicide bombings and other 
attacks. 

Many observers now believe that future peace in Afghanistan can only come if 
the government in Kabul negotiates with the Taliban. 
Sources: 
“Who are the Taliban” 1 November 2013 BBC News- Staff Reporter  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11451718  
“Secret of the Taliban’s success” 4 October 2011 BBC News-M Khan 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15132461 
More information watch Inside the Taliban by National Geographic  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4cVVuSi2fI  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

clenched (23) seething (24) abandon (26) possession (27) thumped (27) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 22 - 29. 
 
 RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• Shauzia is awoken by snoring from Mrs. Weera. But decides not to leave 
because the spot she is in gives her some privacy. 

• The compound had thrown Shauzia a goodbye party but Shauzia was not happy 
about it.  

• Shauzia remembers coming to the compound and her first encounter with Mrs. 
Weera.   

• Shauzia recalls her dreams of lying in a lavender field in France and decides it is 
time to leave.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11451718
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15132461
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4cVVuSi2fI
http://www.scu.edu/character


7 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2016	

• Shauzia gathers her old 'boy' clothes, gets some food and sets out for her new 
life with Jasper.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 27  

“That was where she needed to be, in a field of purple flowers, where no one 
could bother her. She would sit there until the confusion left her head and the stink of 
the camp left her nostrils. When she had enough of that, she would go to Paris and sit 
at the top of the Eiffel Tower until her friend Parvana joined her there, the way they had 
promised each other. They would spend the rest of their days drinking tea and eating 
oranges and making fun of Mrs. Weera” (p. 27).  
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia finds comfort dreaming about her plan to meet her friend Parvana in the 
future. This dream gives her hope for her future and enables her to realize her current 
situation is only temporary. Do you believe positive thinking or dreaming about a better 
future helps people overcome difficult circumstances? Write an argumentative 
paragraph that proves positive thinking helps people overcome difficult 
circumstances. Support your claim with three examples. These examples could 
be from the reading or from your life experience.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Do you think Shauzia’s is abandoning her team or taking responsibility of her life 
and future?  

2. Do you value community or individual values more? Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character


8 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2016	

Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 3  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What is the currency in Pakistan? 

Pakistan uses the rupee as its official currency. The first rupee was introduced in 
the sixteenth century. It is still being used by many countries including India, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mauritius, Seychelles, Maldives, Indonesia (as the rupiah). It was 
formerly used in Burma, Afghanistan and many countries of Persian Gulf and the 
Arabian Peninsula. Pakistani introduced its own Pakistani rupee once after 
independence in 1947. Previously the Indian rupee was used. 
 
What is the history of the Pakistani rupee?  

The Pakistani rupee was introduced for circulating in 1947. Previously Pakistan 
used Indian rupee coins and notes simply over-stamped with “Pakistan”. 

The Pakistani rupee was originally divided into 16 annas, each of 4 pice or 12 
pie. It was decimalized on January 1, 1961 and then subdivided into 100 paise 
(singular: paisa, renamed from pice). The Pakistani rupee had been pegged to the 
British Pound until 1982 and then changed to be managed float. The exchange rate of 
Pakistani rupee and the U.S. dollar is 1 USD= 98.181 PKR as per date of February 28, 
2013. 

The Pakistani rupee is subdivided into 100 paise but paisa coins have not been 
issued since 1994 and the smallest circulating coins are 1 rupee. 
Currently in circulation coins are in denominations of  1, 2, 5 rupees and banknotes are 
in denominations of 10, 20, 50, 100, 500, 1000, 5000 rupees. 
Source: http://currency7.com/PKR 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

parcel (31) grinned (32) swaggered (32) darted (33) nonsense (39) 
 

http://currency7.com/PKR
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READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 30 - 41. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• Shauzia and Jasper travel through the night toward Peshawar, but find 
themselves tiring as the day gets underway.  

• Shauzia questions her ideas of setting off on her own to make money.  
• Shauzia reassures Jasper, as he is not used to city traffic and noise, but puts him 

on a leash for his own safety.  
• As Shauzia and Jasper wander closer and into Peshawar, she begins to 

recognize different languages being spoken.  
• Shauzia and Jasper find a spot to rest, eat, and get out of the sun. But are soon 

pushed out of the spot by a lady, who says that Shauzia is in her spot where she 
begs for money everyday. 

• Shauzia falls asleep in the market after not finding work.  
• Shauzia wakes with Jasper, they get some water, and she begins to look for 

work again.  
• Shauzia wanders into a butcher shop, and convinces him to give her work the 

next day.  
• Shauzia felt so happy to have work for tomorrow, she asked the baker for bread 

on credit, but was given bread because he thought she was a beggar. She didn’t 
like this, but held her tongue.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 32  

“‘This is where I’m going,’ she said, more to herself than to Jasper. ‘And to get 
there, first I have to be here’” (p. 32). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia is working to pursue her goal of going to the sea. Reflect on one large 
goal you have for your life. What are the other smaller goals you need to first 
accomplish to eventually obtain the larger goal? Write a letter to Shauzia about your life 
goals. In an argumentative paragraph convince Shauzia that you must first 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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achieve the smaller goals in order to obtain your large goal. Explain how the 
smaller goals will help you reach your large goal.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. What advice would you give Shauzia to encourage her to stay positive? 
2. Describe a time in your life when you needed to stay positive during a difficult 

situation.  
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 4 
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4. Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing 
flexibility from a range of strategies. 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What are the ways that children participate in the workforce? 

Not all work done by children should be classified as child labor that is to be 
targeted for elimination. Children or adolescents’ participation in work that does not 
affect their health and personal development or interfere with their schooling is generally 
regarded as being something positive. This includes activities such as helping their 
parents around the home, assisting in a family business or earning pocket money 
outside school hours and during school holidays. These kinds of activities contribute to 
children’s development and to the welfare of their families; they provide them with skills 
and experience, and help to prepare them to be productive members of society during 
their adult life. 

The term “child labor” is often defined as work that deprives children of their 
childhood, their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental 
development. 
Source: http://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
 

fuel (43) peeled (44) peddler (46) swooped (47) avoided (53) 
  

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

http://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/lang--en/index.htm
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Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 42 - 53.  
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• Shauzia woke to the butcher opening his shop. The butcher told her to bring 
Jasper to the back and give him some water, and then to begin cleaning the 
shop.  

• Shauzia began to clean the shop and then decided to also wash herself and her 
dirty cloths.  

• The butcher liked the job she had done so far and gave Shauzia tea and bread, 
which she shared with Jasper.  

• When Shauzia finished, the butcher paid her for her work, and gave her the rest 
of the bread. Shauzia was happy that she had been paid, had food, and had 
clean cloths.  

• Shauzia had little luck finding work over the next couple of days.  
• Shauzia's sandals fell apart, she asked a peddler how much new sandals cost, 

but couldn’t afford them, the peddler gave her mismatching pairs for the money 
she had.  

• Shauzia found a good sleeping spot in a quiet alleyway for herself and Jasper.  
• She stepped up her job search, as a 'teaboy', and asked for jobs in the shops 

she delivered to, with some success.  
• Shauzia went to the train station to see how much a ticket to Karachi would cost, 

but it was expensive. She found some work as a porter there.  
• Shauzia had her hair shaved off, and promised herself she would grow it back 

when she got to France.  
• One night while Shauzia was sleeping, some men came and tried to take her 

away, but Jasper scared them off. They said they would come back and kill 
Jasper. Shauzia decided it was time to leave that spot for their safety.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 47  

“‘What do I do with these?’ she asked Jasper, holding up her old torn sandals. 
She decided to leave them on the sidewalk. She put them down, but before she had 
taken a few steps, a young man swooped down and picked them up. Maybe she should 
have kept them after all” (p. 47). 
 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

http://www.scu.edu/character


13 
 

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                   	©SCU 2016	

Shauzia did not see any value in her old torn sandals but a young man on the 
street did. He immediately swooped up Shauzia’s abandoned sandals. Sometimes one 
person’s trash is another person’s treasure. Why do you think the young man took the 
sandals? Provide three reasons that explain why the sandals were still useful. Write an 
argumentative paragraph to persuade Shauzia that she should keep the torn 
sandals.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 

 
1. Who do you think the men were at the end of the chapter? 
2. What advice would you tell Shauzia? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 5 
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What is Pakistan's 'begging mafia'? How are children affected? 
Radio coverage: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p018x248  

For many Pakistani Muslims, visiting a shrine and donating money to beggars go 
hand in hand. But their generosity has encouraged the creation of a "begging mafia" 
which forces thousands of children into a life of slavery. 

The shrines have always been a magnet for beggars, especially children, as 
many of the pilgrims believe giving money to the poor will increase the chance of their 
prayers being heard. 

The result? Children are being kidnapped and traded between begging gangs, 
says Mohammed Ali, founder of the Roshni Helpline charity. 

"In 2010, 3,000 children went missing in Karachi alone," says Ali. "Many of these 
children will be moved around shrines in Pakistan. They will have their heads shaved. 
They will be tattooed. They will be made unrecognizable to their parents. The culture of 
begging at shrines is so prevalent that the police will rarely intervene or ask children 
how they got to a shrine." 

A few hours spent at any shrine in Pakistan will reveal that the beggars with the 
most pronounced disabilities attract the most attention and, in turn, the most money. 

In some cases, if a child isn't disabled, a disability can be inflicted upon them, 
says Ali. "We have dealt with cases where children have a limb cut off," he says. "Their 
hair can be pulled out. An eye can be removed. The intention is for the child to attract 
sympathy and money." But kidnappers also seek after children with existing disabilities. 

Pakistan needs to undergo a "culture shift" to remove the financial reward for 
exploitation, he suggests. "People who visit shrines are still willing to hand over money 
without asking any questions," he says, "either about where their donation is going and 
how the person asking for the money came to be at the shrine. We need to ask more 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p018x248
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questions and think about where these children are coming from. Only then will this 
problem be solved." Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22729351  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

excrement (55) roamed (63) scurried (64) lurched (64) retrieved (67) 
   

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 54 - 67. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention:  

• Shauzia and Jasper walked all night and collapsed in the doorway of a gun shop.  
• They were kicked out by the owner, but still very sleepy they moved on, looking 

for peace and quiet, so they kept walking to get out of the busy market area.  
• Some children came to play with Jasper, and asked if he can do tricks.  
• Shauzia wonders what type of things the children are collecting from the trash, 

she picks up one of the sacks, but is quickly pushed away by one of the children, 
who thinks she is trying to steal from him.  

• Shauzia asks if she can pick junk with the children, and offers Jasper’s services 
as a guard in return for letting her pick with them.  

• Shauzia tells them of her experience last night in the alley, and the children tell 
her that one of their friends disappeared like that, and died.  

• The children show Shauzia how to look through the garbage for valuable junk to 
collect.  

• Shauzia finds some cracker bits, but they are taken by one of the boys, Shauzia 
decides she will fight him for the little bit of food, but while they fight the other 
children eat it all.  

• At the end of the day, they all left and Shauzia followed some of the boys back to 
a hotel to look for scraps after the party there. They shifted through the trash for 
food.  

• Soon they were caught and yelled at by the hotel staff, the boys and Shauzia 
scattered. Shauzia followed them back to where they slept for the night.  

 
 

EXPLORE 
Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22729351
http://www.scu.edu/character
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Key Paragraph, p. 61-62 
  “But Shauzia was hungry, and she was tired of being bullied. She sprang up with 
out thinking and threw herself at the boy. They rolled in the trash, trying to hit each 
other. Jasper jumped around them, barking. The other children picked the spilled 
cracker bits off the ground and ate them” (p. 61-62). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia was so hungry she fought the street boy for scraps of food. In the end, 
other street children ate the food from the ground. Do you think Shauzia’s actions are 
an example of Leadership requires Engagement? Do you think her community is better 
because she is part of it? Why or why not? What could Shauzia have done instead that 
would have benefited everyone? Write an argumentative letter to Shauzia that 
encourages her to demonstrate leadership requires engagement. Provide three 
reasons to support your argument.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Describe a time when you were really hungry.  
2. Would you ever eat leftovers from the garbage? Why or why not? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 6  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What type of clothing is worn in Afghanistan?  

The ordinary clothing of Afghani men is a rather baggy pair of trousers with a 
drawstring at the waist, and a loose, long-sleeved shirt reaching about to the knees. 
When it is cool, a vest is also worn. Brightly striped, quilted coats are worn in rural 
areas. Afghanis' turbans were traditionally white but are now any color. 

Women generally wear pleated trousers under a long dress, and cover their 
heads with a shawl. Some urban women continue to wear the chadri, a traditional ankle-
length cloth covering, which was officially banned in 1959. It is like a sack over the 
whole body, with a mesh insert over the eyes and nose. In large cities, especially Kabul, 
Western-style clothing is becoming increasingly popular with both men and women. 
Source: http://www.everyculture.com/wc/Afghanistan-to-Bosnia-
Herzegovina/Afghanis.html#ixzz2y21iWhIc 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

blast (69) refreshing (69) generous (70) Karachi (72) hitch (74) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 68 – 79 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

http://www.everyculture.com/wc/Afghanistan-to-Bosnia-Herzegovina/Afghanis.html#ixzz2y21iWhIc
http://www.everyculture.com/wc/Afghanistan-to-Bosnia-Herzegovina/Afghanis.html#ixzz2y21iWhIc
http://www.scu.edu/character
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• Shauzia wanders through a nice grocery store, looking at all the nice food. She 
was told by the shopkeeper to leave and not come back or he would call the 
police.  

• Shauzia spent some time begging outside the store. Soon some boys came up to 
pet Jasper, Shauzia recognized the language they were speaking as English.  

• She asked for work to the boy’s parents, and their mother gave her ten rupees 
and says that Shauzia speaks English very well, the people also give her money 
to feed Jasper.  

• Shauzia meets back up with the street boys in a Christian cemetery, a small boy 
asks to join them, but Zahir tricks him and steals the small boys junk. Shauzia 
decides to not do anything, because she doesn't want anyone depending on her.  

• Shauzia moved around the city, and was learning about it constantly. She was 
also picking up ways to say she needed work and money in different languages.  

• A man asked her if she needed money, and offered work. He handed Shauzia 
one hundred rupees, and tried to lead her off forcibly. Jasper didn’t like that, and 
Shauzia began to struggle.  

• The police arrived, and the man accused Shauzia of stealing his money. She 
tried to explain the situation, but the police believed the man, and took the money 
off of her as evidence and took her away.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 73  
 “Shauzia didn’t join in the scramble for the stolen junk, but she didn’t do anything 
to help the boy, either. She wasn’t afraid to fight Zahir, but the last thing she needed 
was someone depending on her, expecting things from her. She would never get to the 
sea that way” (p. 73). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia believes it is better to only look out for yourself and not work as a team. 
Reflect on why it is better to look out for yourself and why it is better to work in a team. 
Do you think it is better to work as a team or to work alone? Write an argumentative 
paragraph supporting your position. Support your claim with three personal 
examples or three examples from the novel.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. What would you do if you saw Zahir bully the new boy? Would you help the boy? 
Would you watch? What would be the responsible thing to do?  

2. Have you ever been framed for something you didn’t do? 

http://www.scu.edu/character
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 7  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What are the steps involved in creating a budget?  

• Identify how you're spending money now. 
• Evaluate your current spending and set goals that take into account your long-

term financial objectives. 
• Track your spending to make sure it stays within those guidelines. 

Source: http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/money101/lesson2/ 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

clenched (82) scowled (82) proof (82) determined (83) foulness (83) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 80 - 90. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention:  

• Shauzia arrives at the police station in the van, where she pleads her innocence 
in the matter, but the police officers do not believe her. They took all the money 
she had earned, and tossed her in a cell.   

• She was determined to get her money back from the policemen, but the other 
boys in the cell told her to not make them angry. The cell was very uncomfortable 

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/money101/lesson2/
http://www.scu.edu/character
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and stank from all the people in it. She talked to some of the boys about their 
experiences in jail.  

• Shauzia tried to escape while the guards were giving the boys in the cell food, 
but was caught.  

• The guards turned the lights off for the nighttime, and one of the boys started 
banging his head on the wall because he was scared of the dark.  

• Shauzia was scared she would go crazy like the 'headbanger' and she missed 
Jasper.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 84 
 “‘Once you’re in here, you’re in here forever.’ he replied. ‘I was only six years old 
when they locked me up. Look at me now- old enough to grow a beard soon.’ The other 
boys laughed” (p. 84). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia is now in jail. Pretend you are Shauzia. Write a journal entry explaining 
how you were arrested. In an argumentative paragraph defend your innocence. 
Include three reasons that prove you are innocent. Finally describe how you feel 
during your first night sleeping in the jail cell.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 

 
1. Describe a time when you felt uncomfortable? 
2. What do you think will happen next? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 8  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4. Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing 
flexibility from a range of strategies. 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What is the “Global Hunger Map”?  

 
Source: 
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp260272.pdf 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/communications/wfp260272.pdf
http://www.scu.edu/character
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Interactive Hunger Map: http://cdn.wfp.org/hungermap/#BR  
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

growled (91) crouch (93) perplexed (93) cooperate (99) eager (101) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
  

Read p. 91 - 105.  
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• The next day, Shauzia claims her share of food and tea, and the guards tell the 
prisoners to get ready for a shower.  

• Shauzia is horrified because she can’t reveal herself as a girl in the shower and 
she tried to hide at the back of the cell.  

• There was a bang at the cell bars, and a guard called for the boy that had been 
brought in yesterday, Shauzia. Shauzia got to the front of the cell and proclaimed 
herself.  

• It was the westerner from the other day. Shauzia told him that she needed his 
help to get out because it as shower day, and she was a girl! The westerner 
spoke to the guards and gave them money to release Shauzia.  

• The westerner brought her out of the jail quickly, and outside she was greeted by 
Jasper. The westerner put both girl and dog into his van, and drove them from 
the jail area.  

• The westerner, Tom, drove them all to University Town, a very nice 
neighborhood. They are greeted by Tom’s family, who then tells his wife, 
Barbara, that Shauzia is a girl.  

• Shauzia was amazed by the beautiful home, and was instructed by Barbara to 
take a shower. She would find Shauzia some new clothes.  

• Soon Barbara and Tom served dinner, and Shauzia ate, and kept eating till she 
could eat no more. She then got a bowl of ice cream, and licked the bowl clean. 
Barbara offered to show her to her room, where she had a bed. She told Jasper 
that she thought they would ask her to stay with them, and she would be able to 
pursue anything. She hid some food under the bed, and also told Jasper that she 
still had plans to go to France.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 

http://cdn.wfp.org/hungermap/#BR
http://www.scu.edu/character
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Key Paragraph, p. 105 
 “The garbage was full of perfectly good food. She rescued it, took it upstairs and 
hid it under her bed. She could never tell when she would be hungry again” (p. 105). 

 
EXTEND 

Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia rescued remaining food from the trash. What do you do with remaining 
left over food? Pretend you are Shauzia. Write an argumentative paragraph to 
convince people not to throw away unspoiled left over food. Provide three 
reasons to support your argument. Include two ideas of what people should do 
with their left over food instead?  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 

 
1. How could Shauzia show her thankfulness to the family? 
2. What do you think Shauzia’s future will be like with more opportunities available?  
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 9  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  

 
PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
How effective are charities?  

The accusation is that charity helps the recipient with their problem, but it doesn't 
do much to deal with the causes of that problem. It certainly is true that some charities 
do stopgap or 'Band-Aid' work, either exclusively or some of the time. But in fact, a lot of 
charity work is devoted to dealing with the fundamental causes of problems: for 
example trying to reduce global poverty, or doing research into diseases like cancer. 
These two examples highlight very different problems. 

Combating cancer is a relatively simple scientific problem, while global poverty 
requires more than a scientific operation, or finding a better way to manage world 
resources. 

Combating poverty involves slow processes of political, cultural and social 
change, with many stakeholders, significant opposition and serious issues of self-
determination and coercion to be navigated. 

And long-term campaigns pose another ethical problem: should we spend to 
make a better world in 10 years' time if that means that people who we could have fed 
starve to death tomorrow? 
Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/charity/against_1.shtml 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

intending (107) dozing (107) ex-Patriots (109) garden (114) rotten (115) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
Read p. 106 - 118.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/charity/against_1.shtml
http://www.scu.edu/character
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RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• The next days were a haze for Shauzia, as she ate and slept. She felt bad for not 
helping out around the house, and told Barbara. Barbara said not to worry, and 
sleep till she was rested.  

• One day Shauzia woke up and felt refreshed and well rested. She decided it was 
time for her to start helping out around the house.  

• Barbara and the two boys left for the American club. While they were gone the 
buzzer rang, Shauzia decided to open it. A lady with a baby was there, and 
Shauzia gave her a bag of food. Soon more and more beggars showed up, and 
Shauzia invited them in to rest and have food. The food in the house was all 
gone and she began to pass out toys and other things that the beggars needed.  

• Barbara and the boys came home. Barbara was surprised by all the people in her 
home, and asked Shauzia what had happened. Shauzia explained that she was 
sharing with them, like Barbara and Tom had shared with her.  

• When Tom came home, Barbara and him talked while Shauzia was outside in 
the garden. Tom went to get pizza. Tom and Barbara discovered the food under 
Shauzia’s bed, because ants had gotten to it, and it was rotten. They asked 
Shauzia why she had kept the food, and Shauzia told them it was for when she 
didn’t have any more food. Tom swept it out and Barbara cleaned the floor. 
Shauzia felt small because of all the trouble she was causing.  

• The next morning Tom and Barbara told Shauzia that they had looked into 
helping her find a special place in the refugee camp for Orphans and Widows. 
Barbara asked her if she wanted girls or boys cloths, Shauzia answered ‘boys’.  

• Tom drove her back out of the city to the camp, Shauzia contemplated pushing 
him out and driving the van, but didn’t. Shauzia was returned to the familiar camp 
that she had left earlier.  
 

EXPLORE  
Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 106  
 “‘Why are you doing this?’ Shauzia asked.  

‘Tom’s salary goes a long way over here,’ Barbara told her. ‘We like to share 
what we have. Besides, us girls have to stick together!’ She gave Shauzia another hug, 
and this time, Shauzia hugged her back” (p. 106). 

 
EXTEND 

Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Shauzia does not understand why two strangers, Barbara and Tom, would help 
her. Pretend you are Barbara or Tom. Provide three reasons why you are caring for 
Shauzia. In an argumentative paragraph encourage other wealthy families to help 
other children in need.  

http://www.scu.edu/character
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Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Would you have invited the beggars into Barbara’s house? 
2. What would you do if you were Barbara or Tom? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 10  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What is the United Nations (UN)?  
The United Nations (UN) has 4 main purposes: 

1. To keep peace throughout the world;   
2. To develop friendly relations among nations; 
3. To help nations work together to improve the lives of poor people, to conquer 

hunger, disease and illiteracy, and to encourage respect for each other’s rights 
and freedoms; 

4. To be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations to achieve these goals. 
The work of the United Nations reaches every corner of the globe. Although best 

known for peacekeeping, peace building, conflict prevention and humanitarian 
assistance, there are many other ways the United Nations and its System (specialized 
agencies, funds and programs) affect our lives and make the world a better place. The 
Organization works on a broad range of fundamental issues, from sustainable 
development, environment and refugees protection, disaster relief, counter terrorism, 
disarmament and non-proliferation, to promoting democracy, human rights, gender 
equality and the advancement of women, governance, economic and social 
development and international health, clearing landmines, expanding food production, 
and more, in order to achieve its goals and coordinate efforts for a safer world for this 
and future generations. 
Source: http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/index.shtml  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

scrounging (123) ration (124) verge (124) satisfactory (125)  blissfully (126) 
 

READ 

http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/index.shtml
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Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 119 - 127. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• Shauzia looked at her picture of lavender fields in France, and wondered where 
the dreams it had held that she may have escaped. She began to question her 
resolve to get to France.  

• No one mentioned her time away, and Mrs. Weera didn’t give Shauzia little jobs 
like she used to. Instead she told her to save her strength for impending trip to 
France, in a sarcastic manor. 

• One day, Mrs. Weera walked by Shauzia and asked why she hadn’t gone yet, 
and that she must be bored with nothing to do. Shauzia was so mad she kicked a 
wall, some boys playing soccer laughed at her, she then yelled at them to stop 
playing and fetch some water. They all grabbed jugs and ran off to get water. 

• Shauzia decided to come up with her own projects to keep herself busy at the 
camp. Sometimes she would go with others to look for junk, or begin a math 
class. She even made a new friend, a girl a few years younger than her, 
Farzana.  

• Shauzia began to notice how sad and ‘broken’ the people in the camp were. The 
heat was getting to everyone. Shauzia commented to Farzana that the ocean 
would have made it much more bearable. Farzana didn’t know what an ocean 
was, and Shauzia explained that it was a large amount of water in one place.  

• Farzana said that she had an ocean in the camp, and showed Shauzia to it. But it 
was just a dirty, garbage filled pool of water. Shauzia said that oceans were 
much bigger, and told Farzana about how they smelled good. Shauzia and 
Farzana fell asleep in the shade.  

• Shauzia promised to take Farzana to the ocean with her one day.  
 

EXPLORE 
Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 127  
 “‘Maybe I should say yes,’ she said to Jasper. ‘It would be a lie, but it would make 
her happy for a little while.’ Sometimes it was hard to know the right thing to do” (p. 
127). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
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Shauzia told Farzana that they would go to the ocean together, even though 
Shauzia has no intention of taking Farzana to the ocean. Do you think it is okay to lie to 
someone so you don’t hurt his or her feelings? Or do you think it is better to tell the truth 
so they don’t get mad at you for lying? Write an argumentative paragraph supporting 
or disproving Shauzia’s decision to tell Farzana a lie. Support your position with 
three examples.  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. How would you describe the ocean? 
2. Have you ever lied to someone to make him or her happy for a little while? 

Describe the situation.  
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 11  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  

 
PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What is the World Food Programme?  

The World Food Programme, or WFP, is the frontline UN agency in the fight 
against global hunger, responsible for distributing food to millions of needy people, 
including refugees, internally displaced people and returnees. In emergencies it takes 
food to where it is needed, saving the lives of victims of war, civil conflict and natural 
disasters. 
Source: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49eed2ba6.html  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

distribution (129)  pried (132) drape (132) unconscious (134) furiously (134) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 128 - 134. 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49eed2ba6.html
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• Shauzia was sitting waiting for the compound’s allotment of flower for the day, 
but got distracted by a man who said there was work in Peshawar. Shauzia didn’t 
want to go to Peshawar again.  

• At the end of the day, a guard came to tell the people who were waiting that there 
would be no flour today, as they didn’t have enough for them. Shauzia was 
frustrated.  

• Mrs. Weera told Shauzia that they would manage without flour. But the same 
thing happened for two weeks at the warehouse. Shauzia was hungry and said 
she wanted to go find food in Peshawar. Mrs. Weera said that she had to be 
patient and that it would be ok eventually.  

• Shauzia and Farzana came up with a plan to raid the warehouse. Shauzia 
climbing into the warehouse from a back window and began taking flour with the 
help of some of the children. Soon adults showed up and tried to take some, but 
the children did their best to protect the flour they had stolen.  

• Soon chaos erupted, and Shauzia ran off clutching a bag of flour. A large man 
tried to grab the flour from her, and then hit her on the head and took her flour. 
She rolled around on the ground, and was trampled. Someone stepped on her 
leg and it snapped.  

• Someone stepped on her head, and Shauzia passed out.  
 

EXPLORE 
Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 133  
 “He was bigger and stronger. He raised his arm and slammed his fist into 
Shauzia’s head. She dropped to the ground. Her head hit the dirt with a thud, and she 
watched the man run off with her flour” (p. 133). 

 
EXTEND 

Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

After a chaotic catastrophe, there are many versions as to how the events 
unfolded. Write a memo to the police station explaining your version of how the riots 
started. Write an argumentative paragraph to persuade the police of Shauzia’s 
version of the story. Provide three quotes from today’s reading to support your 
claim. Who was involved? What happened first, second, and third?  
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Describe a time when you started a verbal or physical fight? 
2. What should you have done instead to be more responsible? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 12  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4. Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing 
flexibility from a range of strategies. 

 
PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What were the motivations for the acid attacks in Pakistan?   

The motivations for acid attacks in Pakistan range from men attacking women 
over rejection of marriage proposals “to insure pain and suffering on the victim because 
she dishonored him by refusing his proposal”, to religious fundamentalists attacking 
unknown women “because they felt the women were too modern and westernized; even 
if all the women had done is wear jeans instead of the traditional Pakistani dress”. 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
  

managed (136) mend (137) patient (138) sorrow (142) comfort (142) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 135 - 142.  
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 
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• Shauzia woke up on the ground with pain all over her body.  
• Shauzia woke up again to Mrs. Weera calling to her. She was in the clinic. Mrs. 

Weera told her to rest and recover. 
• Shauzia was frustrated and wanted to leave, but the nurse said she could if she 

wanted, and left before Shauzia could reply.  
• An old woman next to Shauzia told her to have patience and she would heal. 

Shauzia didn’t have patience for anything, and told the woman she had places to 
be. The woman reveals that she is only 16.  

• Shauzia asked what had happened to her, the woman said a man had thrown 
acid on her when she had been trying to teach his daughter how to read.  

• When Shauzia woke up, the woman was gone. The nurse said she didn’t make 
it. Shauzia exclaimed that she didn’t care about anyone, but the nurse replied 
that she didn’t have time to cry over every person that died there.   

• Shauzia decided she wanted to leave, got some crutches and made her way out 
to find Jasper and be on her way.  

 
EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 140  
 “The nurse yanked herself free. ‘Do you know how many deaths we see here? 
How am I supposed to cry over all of them? All you do is lie there and complain. How 
dare you criticize me!’” (p. 140). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

As Shauzia’s nurse, write a formal letter to Shauzia explaining her experience 
working at the clinic. Write an argumentative paragraph to convince Shauzia that 
she cares for all of her patients. Explain that nurses need to separate their 
emotions from their work in order for them to continue to provide patients with 
life-saving medical support. Provide three reasons why the nurses cannot cry 
after each patient dies.   
 
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Describe a time when you felt helpless, when you wanted to help someone but 
could not do anything.  

2. What would you recommend Shauzia to do in this type of situation? 
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 13 
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  
L3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4. Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing 
flexibility from a range of strategies. 
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
What Happened on 9/11? 

On September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the Unites States. They hijacked 
four airplanes in mid-flight. The terrorists flew two of the planes into two skyscrapers at 
the World Trade Center in New York City. The impact caused the buildings to catch fire 
and collapse. Another plane destroyed part of the Pentagon (the U.S. military 
headquarters) in Arlington, Virginia. The fourth plane crashed in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. Officials believe that the terrorists on that plane intended to destroy either 
the White House or the U.S. Capitol. Passengers on the plane fought the terrorists and 
prevented them from reaching their goal. In all, nearly 3,000 people were killed in the 
9/11 attacks. 

A total of 19 terrorists hijacked the four planes on 9/11. All of the men were from 
nations in the Middle East. They belonged to a terrorist group called Al Qaeda (ahl KAY-
dah), led by Osama bin Laden. Al Qaeda practices an extreme version of the religion of 
Islam. The group is intensely opposed to the United States and other Western, 
democratic nations. They are especially against the military presence of these 
countries in Arab nations. Since the group’s creation by bin Laden in the late 1980s, Al 
Qaeda has helped coordinate and fund numerous bombings worldwide. 
 
How did America respond to 9/11? 

In October 2001, the U.S. and its allies invaded Afghanistan, where Al Qaeda 
was based. The extreme Islamic group that ran Afghanistan's government, known as 
the Taliban, was protecting Bin Laden and allowing Al Qaeda to run training camps in 
the country. U.S.-led forces soon brought down the Taliban. They are still working to 
help rebuild and stabilize the nation. Since 2001, many Al Qaeda members have been 
captured or killed. On May 1, 2011, U.S. troops killed Bin Laden where he was hiding in 
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Pakistan. 
The U.S. invaded Iraq in 2003. Then President George W. Bush and other U.S. 

leaders believed that the country’s dictator, Saddam Hussein, was hiding terrible 
weapons that could be given to terrorists. Hussein was captured and later put to death 
by an Iraqi court. No weapons of mass destruction were found. 
 
How did America change after 9/11?  

Following 9/11, the U.S. government took many steps to try to make the country 
safer. It tightened security at airports and in public buildings. A new cabinet-level 
department—the Department of Homeland Security—was created. It works to protect 
the United States from terrorism. 
Source: http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3756477  
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  
 

impatiently (144) debating (145) abrupt (145) vacant (147) immoral (151) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 
Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 143 - 151.  
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• Shauzia made her way through the camp, and was asked by a man where she 
was going. She passed more men that were just waiting like the first that had 
stopped her.  

• Shauzia realized she was lost, and asked a man where the widows compound 
was. But he said that she shouldn’t go there because they had started the food 
riot.  

• Shauzia asked some people in tents where the widows compound was. An old 
lady told Shauzia to give her the crutches she had so she could leave.  

• A water truck came, and people crowded around it to get some water. Soon a 
fight around the truck erupted.  

• Shauzia asked an aid worker for directions. The aid worker brought her to a truck 
and asked her where she lived now. She said the widows’ compound.  

• Shauzia asked about all the new people coming into the camp; the aid worker 
said they were from Afghanistan fleeing from a possible attack from the USA.  

• The aid worker returned her to the Widows’ Compound.  
• The next day refugees attacked the Widows’ Compound, but Mrs. Weera and the 

other woman beat them back. Later Mrs. Weera hired more guards to help.  

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3756477
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EXPLORE 

Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 143  
 “‘I am just waiting,’ the old man replied. ‘It is what I do. I don’t remember what I 
am waiting for, but still I wait. One day, you will wait like I do.’  

‘Never!’ Shuazia exclaimed” (p. 143). 
 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

Write an informative paragraph about what happened on September 11, 
2001. Using the background information provided at the beginning of today’s 
lesson plan, review the reasons why Americans sent military forces into 
Afghanistan?  

Writing prompt one: As the president of the United States write an 
argumentative speech that defends your decision to send troops to Afghanistan. 
Provide three reasons to support your decision.  

Writing prompt two: As Mrs. Weera, write an argumentative letter to convince 
the president of the United States to not send American troops to Afghanistan. 
Provide three alternative ideas to help the Afghanistan government disband the 
Taliban.  
    
Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. Describe a moment in your life where you had to be patient. 
2. Why do you think patience is important?  
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Character Based Literacy Program 60-Minute Lesson Plan 

Mud City, Day 14  
 

 
Outcomes for Today  
W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively: 
assess the credibility of and accuracy of each source: and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
R1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text.  

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Leadership Requires Engagement   Leaders develop and dedicate their talents 
to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and 
effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the 
communities I am part of are better because I am in them. And that I am better 
because of the communities I choose to be part of. 

 
How did the U.S. led attack on Afghanistan begin? 

On October 7, 2001, a U.S.-led coalition begins attacks on Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan with an intense bombing campaign by American and British forces. 
Logistical support was provided by other nations including France, Germany, Australia 
and Canada and, later, troops were provided by the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance 
rebels. The invasion of Afghanistan was the opening salvo in the United States "war on 
terrorism" and a response to the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on New York and 
Washington, D.C. 

Dubbed "Operation Enduring Freedom" in U.S. military parlance, the invasion of 
Afghanistan was intended to target terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda 
organization, which was based in the country, as well as the extreme fundamentalist 
Taliban government that had ruled most of the country since 1996 and supported and 
protected al-Qaeda. The Taliban, which had imposed its extremist version of Islam on 
the entire country, also perpetrated countless human rights abuses against its people, 
especially women, girls and ethnic Hazaras. During their rule, large numbers of Afghans 
lived in utter poverty, and as many as 4 million Afghans are thought to have suffered 
from starvation. 

In the weeks prior to the invasion, both the United States and the U.N. Security 
Council had demanded that the Taliban turn over Osama bin Laden for prosecution. 
After deeming the Taliban's counteroffers unsatisfactory—among them to try bin Laden 
in an Islamic court—the invasion began with an aerial bombardment of the Taliban and 
al-Qaeda installations in Kabul, Kandahar, Jalalabad, Konduz and Mazar-e-Sharif. 
Other coalition planes flew in airdrops of humanitarian supplies for Afghan civilians. 
 
Word Wall Here are five vocabulary words to teach and add to the Word Wall.  

http://www.history.com/topics/states
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks
http://www.history.com/topics/new-york
http://www.history.com/topics/washington-dc
http://www.history.com/topics/osama-bin-laden
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scrawny (152) mended (152) shatter (154) sought (157) released (157) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Read Read the selection, usually in a Shared Reading Read React Predict Cycle of 2-3 pages. 
 

Read p. 152 - 158.  
 

RESPOND 
Timeline Agree on the facts in today’s reading, and list the 3-5 most important on the Timeline. 
 
Students might mention: 

• At the clinic, a nurse cut Shauzia’s leg cast off. She tenderly tried to put weight 
on it. It hurt a little, but was otherwise mended.  

• Mrs. Weera discloses that she is taking some nurses over the border to 
Afghanistan to help the people there.  

• Shauzia sat inside the hut in the compound, and joked with Farzana about Mrs. 
Weera. Shauzia told Farzana of her plan to leave for the ocean.  

• Shauzia was mad at Farzana and Jasper and sulked off.  
• Mrs. Weera and her nurses were leaving. Shauzia had to see her leave to make 

sure.  
• Mrs. Weera found Shauzia, and told her how special she was.  
• Shauzia decided she had to go with Mrs. Weera and the nurses. She would try to 

go to France later, but first she had to catch up with Mrs. Weera.  
 

EXPLORE 
Analyze Analyze the key paragraph. 
 

Key Paragraph, p. 158  
 “She had almost twenty years before she had to meet her friend Parvana at the 
top of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. She’d get there. But first she had a little job to do (p. 
158). 

 

EXTEND 
Write Have each student write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 

As Shauzia, write a journal entry explaining the recent events. Write an 
argumentative paragraph defending your decision to go with Mrs. Weera. Provide 
three reasons that support your decision to work with Mrs. Weera. Explain your 
new mission and why it is important for the future of Afghanistan.   
 

Close Close by extending today’s lesson to life and the world. 
 

1. What would you do if you were Shauzia? 
2. Describe a time when you did something because it was better for the other 

person but not necessarily good for you.  


