Character Based Literacy Program

PREPARE
Backgrou nd Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Leadership Requires Engagement. Leaders develop and dedicate their
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is
making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in
them. And that | am better because of the communities | choose to be a
part of.

What is a memoir?

Who was John Gunther?
What is polio? What are the signs and symptoms?
What is schizophrenia?

What does a radiologist do?

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

endure (3) gallant (5) prominent (7) abstract (8) radiant (10)

prowess (11) minute (13) mature (15) luscious (18) complex (19)

manuscript (21) | implored (23) averted (24) prodded (30) bustle (33)

enormously(34) | corridor (35) drastic (35) subsequent paralysis (46)
(37)
tremendous gradually (49) contradictory avert(54) bulging (54)
(48) (49)
READ

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
¢ mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics
www.scu.edu/character ©SCU 2015



http://www.scu.edu/character

Read Read the selection.

Read pp. 3-56
RESPOND

Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline
e First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
e Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It

would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

US and World Timeline

Death Be Not Proud takes place between Johnny’s birth on November 4" 1929
and his death June 30" 1947.

It is a time of great change in the US and the world. Keep a timeline that track
critical events that occur in the US and worldwide along with Johnny’s life.

Theme Charts

Create a theme chart of “Courage.” Once Johnny discovers he has a life-
threatening tumor, he begins a journey undergoing a number of treatments. Even during
this difficult circumstance, Johnny faces this challenge with courage and perseverance.
He continues to work hard, enjoy his hobbies and does not complain. After each
chapter, write at least one example that demonstrates Johnny’s courage.

Create a theme chart on “Adolescence.” Johnny is seventeen years old when he
is fighting a deadly tumor. He is no longer a child or an independent adult. He holds a
childlike curiosity about science and experiments as well as an adult maturity while
dealing with his illness. After the end of each chapter, bullet point examples of Johnny’s
childlike curiosity and emotional maturity.

EXPLORE
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

10c12 Cubing Biography
Using the information in today’s reading create a biography cube of Johnny’s life.
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KWL Chart: What You Know, Want to Know, and Learn

1. You can do this chart for any topic you are trying to learn about (Tumors,
Cancer, or a topic of your choice).

2. This can be done on worksheets, or written on a big piece of paper, like chart
paper or butcher paper. This can also be written on a white board or black
board; the shape of the chart is easy to copy.

3. When you are analyzing a story, you can copy a KWL chart on a piece of
paper and quickly take the story apart. This can be a helpful strategy on a
test. This can use the same strategy for a nonfiction topic, a problem or a
case study.

Discussion Questions

What are the facts?
Literal Questions

Who
What
When
Where
How
Why

How is the text structured?
Structural Questions

Setting (when, where, weather)
Characters
Characterization (description, does, says, are said about)
Plot (problem, barriers, resolution)
Conflict (nature, self, society, others)
Tone (attitude)
Mood (atmosphere)

What are the major ideas in the text?
Idea Questions
Theme
Who learns what
Value
Thoughts

How does the author do what he/she does in the text?
Craft Questions
Style
Effects
Writing

How is this work like/unlike other works by this author?
Author Questions
Text & Context
History
Impression

How is this work like/ unlike other texts you have read?
Literature Questions
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Analysis
Synthesis
Basis for comparisons: Element

How does text relate to your life?
Life Questions
Life questions, problems, decisions
Age & development
The world
Your world

What do you think of this text?
Evaluate Questions
Impression
Preference
Value Continuity Clarification Conflict
Culture
Counter-culture

What do you think will happen next?
Inference Questions
Predictions
Tentative conclusions
Partial information
Anticipation
Creating a sense

Open Mind Portrait of Johnny

You have now read four days of John Guther's memoir to his son Johnny.

Create an open mind portrait of Johnny. You will add thought bubbles to his OMP every
couple days.

You could use different colors for the beginning, middle and end of the story.
Remember in the beginning you are introduced to the setting, the characters and the
problems they have. In the middle you learn about the roadblocks to the characters
solving their problems, and conflicts occur. In the end of the story those conflicts reach
a peak and then resolve with a resolution of the character’s problems.

Postcard

Pretend you are Johnny and write to a classmate at Deerfield. Inform them of the
recent events that have transpired in your life since you left Deerfield in an ambulance.
Include where you have been taken, what you been through and what you’re up to now
in your recovery.

Open Mind Portrait
Add thought bubbles to your Johnny Gunther OMP

496 Character Profile Chart
Fill out another 4g6 Johnny based upon what we have learned about him so
recently.
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Discussion

Key Questions (Foreword pg. 3- 10)
1. Describe Johnny’s early years and his appearance.
2. How does Johnny handle bad news?
3. What is John Gunther’s goal of the book?
4. Some of Johnny’s initial explorations and interests included what? How do they
change? What becomes his ambition and fascination?
How do Johnny’s parents support his passion and desire to play the bassoon?
List and discuss other interests young Johnny Gunther had that shaped his
personality.
7. Johnny had some flaws, which flaws does John Gunther describe?
8. What did Johnny accomplish at Deerfield that no student ever had? Why was
this so unique?
9. “You don’t understand at all. Arithmetic bores me. What | am interested in is
mathematics.” What is the difference? What does Johnny mean?
10.How does the timing of Johnny’s paper on atomic fission explain his abilities in
science?
11.How were his abilities as a high school student on par with those of top scientists
worldwide?
12.In what was Johnny’s personality described by his father?
13.What were the description of Johnny based upon the two letters on page 10?

oo

Key Questions (Foreword pg. 10 — 19 begin with “Another of our friends”)
1. What insight into Johnny’s personality was exposed by a letter to his camp

counselor?

In what ways were Johnny’s early flaws a preview to his personality later in life?

When the discussion of crazy came up what did Johnny provide?

In terms of hobbies how would you describe Johnny’s point of view?

At thirteen while visiting his doctor how did Johnny answer questions regarding;

things he wished for, what he would change if he were a magician and what

things bother him most? How do his answers provide more background into his

view of life?

6. To what lengths did Johnny’s parents go to provide him with a “normal” life and
seeing both parents despite their divorce?

7. What impact on Johnny’s personality did Frances have? What gifts did he
receive from her?

8. Why do you think John never discusses anything Johnny picked up from him or
traits of his Johnny got?

9. Although not a great reader what did Johnny regularly do while at Deerfield that
would prove otherwise?

10.In what ways did Johnny show his intellect on November 7™ 1942 after learning
of fleet movements in the Atlantic and Mediterranean? How did this surprise his
father?

abrwn
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11.What were his chief complaints and criticisms when it came to school? What is
your opinion on them?

12.How did others feel about Johnny? What reaction would people have toward
him?

13.Did Johnny’s personality or attitude waver or change even when he was sick
how?

Key Questlons (Pg 21 -33)

What was the importance of Johnny going with Frances to a dinner for Winston

Churchill?

Johnny’s chief complaint being in the infirmary revolved around?

How did Dr. Johnson go forward with treatment and testing for Johnny?

On Thursday, April 25" what news did John get regarding Johnny from Dr.

Hahn?

5. How was Dr. Hahn'’s response to Johnny’s dad an important prediction about the
severity of his disease?

6. After receiving the news from Dr. Hahn how did the Gunther’s respond? What
does it say about their family resolve?

7. Describe the realization that John came to quickly as he drove to Deerfield with
Frances and Dr. Putnam.

8. What prognosis did Johnny expect to get from the doctors?

9. Who was ultimately responsible for Johnny getting the proper medical treatment?

10.What made Johnny feel like quite the guinea pig?

11.In what way did John describe Johnny’s doctors?

12.What things did the Gunther’s discover about doctors?

13.How did Johnny describe Dr. Tracy Putnam? Why was he so important?

14.In what ways did John minimize his initial prognosis? Why did he believe this to
be?

15.What was the test designed by Dr. Dandy of Johns Hopkins? Why was it so
interesting?

16.As an educated man what was John’s response to Johnny’s illness between
Friday and Monday?

17.Explain how Johnny was able to have cancer and not have cancer at the same
time.

18.What importance did Dr. Harvey Cushing play in Johnny’s illness?

19.Describe in detail the technique that Dr. Cushing developed.

20.Why was Dr. Traeger’s giving up a day of his own practice to attend Johnny’s
surgery a unique situation?

21.What news did Dr. Putnam share with Johnny’s parents following surgery?

Hwn

Key Questions (pg. 34 — 46)
1. Why was the nurse dumfounded when Johnny responded to her request?
What caused her to react?
2. How was it possible for Johnny to recovery so quickly?
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3. Why does Johnny ask for the physics text and demand that his parents read
to him?

4. Why did Johnny believe his was schizophrenic? How did he come to his
conclusion?

5. What does Johnny think will happen to him next?

6. What topic does Johnny ask Albert Einstein to discuss with him? Why is this
S0 amazing?

7. How were the Gunther’s tempted to boast about Johnny? What was the irony
behind the timing?

8. Why did John Gunther believe “we had to shield him from definite, explicit
knowledge™?

9. What two assets did Johnny have? Which in your opinion was greater and
why?

10.How did Johnny respond when Dr. Putnam broke the news to him? How
would you have handled and dealt with such news?

11.What impact did Johnny have on the nursing staff? What kind of patient was
he?

12.Was the justification Dr. Putnam gave regarding leaving Johnny’s skull open?
What other information regarding Johnny’s condition did John learn during
this visit with Putnam?

13.What reasoning did Johnny’s parents have for lying to him about the tumor?
What it justified?

14.What was the motivated Johnny to obey the doctor’s orders? How did he do
S0?

15.How did Johnny theorize the cause of his tumor? Was he correct?

16.What was the story behind the prayer Johnny wrote?

17.How did Johnny’s mother Frances respond to him?

18.0n May 28 the lives of Johnny and his family changed. In what way? How?

19.Why did the doctors keep the news of Johnny’s tumor being a “glio” a secret?

Key Questions (pg. 47 - 56)
1. After being released from the hospital what did Johnny do between June 1 and
June 20?
2. Why was the x-ray treatment discontinued on June 20™"?
What was the defense mechanism Johnny used during his x-ray treatment?
How did Johnny’s parents prevent him from learning about tumors? Would they
be able to do this with current technology?
What was the worst burden Johnny’s parents dealt with on a daily basis?
How did the Gunther’s spend the summer of 19467
Why was the Madison house a perfect place for Johnny’s convalescence?
How did Johnny pass his time at the Madison house? What did he do to stay
busy?
9. What was the question John Gunther asked himself incessantly?
10.What did Johnny mean when he said “The worst thing is to worry too little, not
too much. Let’s keep up a tension.”?

how

©No o
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11.What happened on Wednesday July 17""? What impact did it have?

12.What made Wilder Penfield of Montreal receive consideration for being a
magician?

13.How did Penfield change the way Johnny’s case was perceived?

14.What fears were thrust upon the Gunther’s following the diagnosis by Penfield?

EXTEND

Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.

Key Passage, pg. 5

The doctor was pleased because the bone appeared to be growing back,
but with a crying lack of tact he told Johnny, “Oh yes... it's growing... but in the wrong
direction, the wrong way.”

Johnny controlled himself and said nothing until the doctor left the room.
His face had gone white and he was sick with sudden worry and harsh disappointment.
Then he murmured to me, “Better not tell Mother it's growing wrong.” (5)

Writing Prompt

After receiving the news from the insensitive doctor that the bone is growing back
in the wrong direction Johnny’s thoughts are not about the news or feeling sorry for
himself but about not telling his mother the bad news. He is more concerned about her
feelings and not disappointing her than he is about his own diagnosis. What does this
say about Johnny as a young man? What does he immediately think about when given
bad news?

The CBL theme Leadership Requires Engagement definition reads; Leaders
develop and dedicate their talents to promote the common good. This is where they
choose to spend their time and effort, Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It
is making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And
that | am better because of the communities | choose to be part of.

In an informative paragraph explain why Johnny decided not to tell his
mother about the bone growing back in the wrong direction.

Consider the following question:
e Is he showing leadership qualities?
e Does he have an impact on this community or does the community impact
him? Provide reasons for your opinion.
e Is this the kind of son you would like to have?
1. Describe a time when you withheld information from your parents/friends.
2. Do you consider this lying? Why or why not?

Key Passage, pg. 18-19

It was almost impossible to make him lose his temper, and during the
whole course of his illness and the frightful demands it made on him, | scarcely ever
heard him utter a serious word of protest or complaint. He was always obedient—if only
because he wanted so desperately to get well. Johnny was a careful boy; he was truly
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modest and he believed in the goodness of people—he gave out something, so that
people entering a room felt at once a warm, compelling, sunny contact. But he was, like
most exceptional children, a very complex character. (18-19)

Writing Prompt

John Gunther is describing more about his son Johnny’s personality. He
discusses how Johnny kept his composure and maintained his integrity even in the face
of his illness. His outlook on life was still positive as he was modest and believed in the
good side of people. His father goes on to describe the feeling people got when he
came into their presence and they responded to him.

In an explanatory paragraph discuss how Johnny’s father’s describes
Johnny. Write a second informative paragraph that explains how this description
of Johnny fits into the definition of the quarter theme Leadership Requires
Engagement.

Consider the following questions:
e Are his father’s feelings aligned to the theme?
e How does he have impact his community? Provide examples from the book
as supports for your opinion.
1. How do you think your parents would describe you?
2. How is it different or similar to your own perception of yourself?

Key Passage, pg. 30

Between the Friday and the Monday | tried to find out something about
brain tumors. | prodded through several texts full of the frightful jargon of medical
writers, and consulted Traeger almost hour by hour.

A tumor is a growth. What | asked about first of all was whether or not
Johnny had cancer. All cancers are tumors, but not all tumors are cancers by any
means. By one definition, Johnny did have cancer, by another he did not. That is, a
brain tumor (though it may strike the spinal cord in some rare case) never metastasizes,
i.e. spreads through the body to attack liver or bones or what not. (30)

Writing Prompt

Upon learning that Johnny has been diagnosed with brain tumors John sets out
to learn as much as he can since that it what educated men do. He comes across a
dilemma regarding if Johnny’s diagnosis is cancer or not. He finds that the area is grey
and unclear.

Write an informative paragraph summarizing John’s findings about tumors
and cancer. Explain what he learned about Johnny’s condition. Include one quote
from the text in your paragraph.

1. Describe when you were really sick.
2. What did you do to get better?
3. Who helped take care of you?
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Key Passage, pg. 41

Then the next day Putnam called me into his office, with Lester Mount, his
youthful associate who carried on to the end, standing by. What Johnny had was much
worse than they had feared; it was not an astrocytoma but something called an
astroblastoma undergoing transformation. Now Putnam explained why he had not
closed the skull but had left open, covered only buy a flap of scalp, an area in the head
about as big as my hand. This was to provide “decompression” i.e., to allow the tumor,
if it continued to grow, to bulge outward, instead of inward which would destroy the
brain. If Putnam had sealed up the skull with bone or a plate, Johnny would have been
dead in a month. (41)

Writing Prompt

Dr. Putnam explains to John that Johnny’s condition is much worse and more
severe than they had originally believed. Dr. Putnam then provides explanation for
leaving Johnny’s skull open and only covered by his scalp. If Dr. Putham had sealed
Johnny’s skull the brain would have grown inward instead of outward and he would be
dead in a month’s time.

Leadership Requires Engagement definition includes the following explanation
that we have consistently looked at through the novel. Leaders develop and dedicate
their talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their
time and effort. In what ways do you believe Dr. Putnam exemplified the definition? Do
you believe in his explanation to Johnny’s parents he promoted the common good?

In an informative paragraph explain Dr. Putham’s decision as well as his
explanation. Be sure to use three examples from the reading to support your
opinion.

1. How would you feel if you were Johnny?
2. What advice would you give Johnny?

Key Passage, pg. 50 - 51

He was vehemently worried that his illness might upset our future plans
and about how much it was costing and about Frances’s work and my book. | was less
than halfway through Inside U.S.A. and hopelessly behind. Johnny knew that the
deadline for delivering the MS was October 1, and he knew perfectly well that | could
never make it. His first question when | came out, expressed with lively irony and
disbelief in the veracity of what | would tell him, was usually, “Well, how many whole
chapters did you write yesterday?” Then: “You'd better hurry!” As to the work Frances
was doing he would remonstrate with her gently and then encourage her, “Remember
your destiny, Mother!”. (50 - 51)

Writing Prompt

Johnny was worried that his illness would have a negative impact on his parent’s
life and future plans. He was constantly checking on their progress on projects they
were working on as well as motivating them to finish and become everything the
possibly could become. How were the lives of John and Frances Gunther better for
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having Johnny as their son? In spite of his illness he still went above and beyond to
support his parents personally and professionally.

Write an explanatory paragraph describing Johnny’s leadership skills while
fighting his tumor. How does Johnny Gunther embody Leadership Requires
Engagement as the theme states, “It is making sure that the communities | am
part of are better because | am in them.” How does Johnny make his family and
community a better place?

1. Give an example of your leadership abilities.
2. How can you better serve your family and community?
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Analytic Cubing
Materials:
e desired cubing formats 1c1-1c12 copied on 8.5 x 11 or 11 x 17 paper
e cubing format 1c2 for cutting and folding directions
e pencils, pens, crayons, markers
e scissors, glue sticks or paste

Fill out the six squares by writing about the topic in each square.

1. Six of the squares will have a question or topic listed inside the square.
Six of the squares are information squares and the others are flaps
that will help the cube hold together when you assemble the cube. Fill
out only the information squares: the ones that have something already
printed in them.

2. Inregard to your overall subject, answer the question in each box or
write about the topic in each square. For example, if you are writing
about an event, like a news story, you would use the 4c12 Cubing
Who, What, When, Where, Why form. In the Who square write about
who the story is about; in the What square write about what happened;
in the When box write about when it happened; in the Where box, write
about where it happened; in the Why box, write about why you think it
happened.

3. In each square write the basic, important information you know about
this question or topic. Depending on the size of the box, this might be
anywhere from 1 to 5 sentences.

Cut out the cube and assemble it following the directions on 2c12.

1. Cut out the cube along all dotted lines on the form; this will sometimes
mean cutting between squares. One of these might be an information
square and one might be a flap.

2. Fold the cube form on all lines to make it easier to assemble. Fold the
form back — all the folds should be behind, instead of above, the
printed side.

3. Use a glue stick or paste to apply the adhesive to every shaded
square. In you can’'t make out the shading, use the glue stick on every
flap. None of the information squares should have glue or paste on
them.

4. Fold the cube carefully following the directions on 2c12.
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1c12 Cubing Directions: Assembling the Cube

back
fold 10"

pull to the back

fold 1st top fold 4th
fold 9th
fold 3" left side front right side fold 6™
push behind front push behind front
fold 2nd bottom fold 5th
fold 7th
fold 8"

PowbdPE

pull to the back

Answer the question in each un-shaded box.

Cut out the cube on each dotted line — do not cut any solid lines.
Crease each solid line back to make it easier to fold.

Put a little paste, glue, double-sided tape or a drafting dot on each shaded square.

Do not get paste or glue on the un-shaded squares.

o

Carefully fold the squares in the order specified, sticking squares to pasted surfaces underneath as you go.
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10c12 Cubing Biography

Who is the
person?

Date of birth?
Death?

Where did this
person grow up?

What What did this What was this
relationships did | person do? person like?
this person have?

Why is this

person

important?
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496 Character Profile Chart

example
1
example
2

example
1
example
2

Fill out the Character Profile Chart on each character you wish to analyze
1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart.
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has. Describe each with a key word or
phrase and write it down in one of the 4 boxes that surround the name.
3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story. Write each in one of the 2 boxes
attached to each trait box. Continue this until you have 2 examples for each of the 4 traits.

example
1
example
2

example
1

example
2

Trait 1 Trait 2

Character
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496 Character Profile Chart

example example
1 1
Trait 1 Trait 2
example Character
2 2

example example

1

Trait 4

example example

2

-

Fill out the Character Profile Chart on each character you wish to analyze
1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart.
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has. Describe each with a key word or
phrase and write it down in one of the 4 boxes that surround the name.
3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story. Write each in one of the 2 boxes
attached to each trait box. Continue this until you have 2 examples for each of the 4 traits.
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Open Mind Portrait: Create an Open Mind Portrait of a Character

Materials:

e large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11x17 oak tag
e paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks

e pencils, pens, crayons, markers

e construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired

Step One: Create alarge head shot of the character

1.

Imagine what you think the character looks like from the descriptions in the text as
well as your imagination. You can make a list of these details to help you draw the
character, if you wish.

Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and face? from
the shoulders up? from the waist up? the whole person? You might want to include
at least the shoulders to include some clothing details. You might want to show the
size differences between characters.

Draw the characters head shot including the face on the large piece of paper. You
could also cut the paper to form the head.

lllustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper or whatever will make the
character colorful.

Step Two: Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait

1.

Cut cartoon bubbles out.

2. Write things the character thinks, or says to himself, on each bubble.

3.

Put the bubbles up around the portrait.

Step Three: Add bubbles as you learn new things about the character
1. Read the story further and identify new things you have learned about the character,

or ways the character has changed.

2. Follow step 2 to create and place additional bubbles.
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496 Character Profile Chart

example
1

example
1

Trait 1

example Character

2

example
2

example
1

example
1

example
2

example
2

Fill out the Character Profile Chart on each character you wish to analyze
1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart.
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has. Describe each with a key word or phrase and
write it down in one of the 4 boxes that surround the name.
3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story. Write each in one of the 2 boxes attached to
each trait box. Continue this until you have 2 examples for each of the 4 traits.

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics
www.scu.edu/character ©SCU 2015



http://www.scu.edu/character

Character Based Literacy Program

PREPARE

Backgrou nd Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Leadership Requires Engagement. Leaders develop and dedicate their
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is

making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in

them. And that | am better because of the communities | choose to be a
part of.

What is mustard gas?

What is Chemotherapy?

Who was Dr. Gerson?

What was Deerfield Academy?

What is amnesia?

Who was Ernie Pyle?

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

extraordinary affixed (59) reasonably (59) | restoring (64) impatient (65)
(58)
misery (68) pessimistic (69) | strive (69) appalled (77) cascaded (78)
immaculate remarkable (82) | adequate (84) | commotion (87) | remnants (88)
(81)

spectacular
(93)

deliberate (94)

incessantly (98)

recurrence (98)

flinched (100)

annoyed (104)

gesture (104)

immense (106)

splendid (107)

despair (106)
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READ
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
e mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it

Read Read the selection.

Read pp 56-112
RESPOND

Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline

. First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
o Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with
these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

US and World Timeline

Death Be Not Proud takes place between Johnny’s birth on November 4™ 1929
and his death June 30" 1947.

It is a time of great change in the US and the world. Keep a timeline that track
critical events that occur in the US and worldwide along with Johnny’s life.

Theme Charts

Create a theme chart of “Courage.” Once Johnny discovers he has a life-
threatening tumor, he begins a journey undergoing a number of treatments. Even during
this difficult circumstance, Johnny faces this challenge with courage and perseverance.
He continues to work hard, enjoy his hobbies and does not complain. After each
chapter, write at least one example that demonstrates Johnny’s courage.

Create a theme chart on “Adolescence.” Johnny is seventeen years old when he
is fighting a deadly tumor. He is no longer a child or an independent adult. He holds a
childlike curiosity about science and experiments as well as an adult maturity while
dealing with his iliness. After the end of each chapter, bullet point examples of Johnny’s
childlike curiosity and emotional maturity.
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EXPLORE
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

196 setting chart
Fill out the Setting Chart

1. Describe the place where the story takes place in the where box on the

chart. This includes the location, geography, scenery and other details
about the place.
Describe the time period in which the story is taking place in the when
box on the chart. Is this a contemporary story, or does it take place in
the past or the future? Give details about this past or future time if this
is the case.

2. Describe the time of day or day of the week the story begins in the time
box on the chart. This box is important if the story of the part you are
analyzing takes place in a short period of time.

3. Describe the weather in the weather box of the chart. Is it sunny,
stormy, snowing, all of the above, none of the above? Sometimes the
weather matters, sometimes not. Sometimes it is critical.

Create a recipe book for Johnny’s diet
Based upon the restrictions of Dr. Gerson create a 1 recipe for Johnny’s new
diet. Draw a picture of the dish. Add the collection of recipes together to create a
recipe book.

OMP of Johnny
Add bubbles to your open mind portrait of Johnny based upon today’s reading.

496 Character Profile Chart
Fill out the Character Profile Chart on Johnny.

1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart.

2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has. Describe
each with a key word or phrase and write it down one of the 4 boxes
that surround the name.

3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story. Write each in
one of the 2 boxes attached to each trait box. Continue this until you
have 2 examples for each of the 4 traits.

OMP of Johnny
Add bubbles to your open mind portrait of Johnny based upon today’s reading

Fill out the Character Interaction Chart for Johnny, Frances, and John.
1. Choose 3 characters you have profiled and wish to analyze. Fill the
name of each character in one of the 3 boxes.
2. Each character box has another character box on each side. On the
side of the first character box near the second character box, write
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down what the first character thinks about the second character, and
how the first character interacts or gets along with, the second
character.

3. Then do the same thing for how the second character thinks about and
interacts with the first, in the second characters box.

4. Continue doing this until you have filled out each box: the second for
the third, the third for the second, the third for the first and the first for
the third.

696 Venn Diagram Chart

Compare and contrast Johnny’s life before he had a tumor and once he was

diagnosed with a tumor.

5g6 Character Interaction Chart

Complete a character interaction chart to discuss the relationships between

Johnny and his parents.

Discussion

Key Questions (Bottom of pg. 56 (paragraph beginning with Now we struck) — 67)

1.

2.

3.

9.

In what way did Johnny’s parents go forward after getting the death sentence
from Penfield? Why do you think they did this?

Do you believe it was right for Johnny’s parents to write the top tumor specialist
across the country asking them “Did they know anything new?”?

What treatment of tumors did Frances discover and investigate after reading the
Sunday Times?

What frustration did the Gunther’s experience while trying to find a doctor to use
mustard gas treatment on Johnny’s tumors?

Where did the trail of mustard gas lead? What advice did they get that lead
Johnny to begin the treatment?

What protocol changes did the mustard gas cause? How did they make things
happen?

How did Johnny feel about science fiction?

After Penfield’s visit how did Johnny’s personality change? What did he do
differently?

How were Johnny’s conversations different between his parents? Why do you
believe he talked differently from Frances to John?

10.When did he begin the mustard gas treatment? What side effects would Johnny

have to deal with?

11.How did Johnny respond to the mustard gas treatment?

12.What did Johnny do to pass the time while in the country with Frances?
13.Who was Mr. Weaver? What did he and Johnny accomplish?

14.What impact did the visit by Mr. Boyden and Mr. Hayden have?
15.What occurred on August 31 and what impact did this have?

16.Who was Max Gerson? What did he do that was so special?
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17.What would the news of going into town for further treatment have on Johnny?

Key Questions (pg. 68 - 80)

PNOUA®WNE

9.

. Why was one doctor so casual when Johnny entered the Gerson nursing home?
How did Johnny surprise everyone?

What plan did Gerson have for Johnny’s treatment?

Why did Gerson make a change to Johnny’s diet?

How did Gerson’s patients subsist?

Why were so many enemas important?

What did Johnny’s new diet consist of? What was he not allowed to eat?

How were his foods to be prepared? What were the number of minerals and
vitamins that Johnny had to take on a daily basis?

What was Johnny’s attitude to all of this?

10.What changes occurred in September?
11.Describe the impact this had on Johnny’s father John Gunther?
12.How did the doctors react to Johnny’s treatment by Gerson? What fears did

Johnny’s father have?

13.What did Johnny want to eat after the diet was over?

14.How did the doctors react to Johnny’s bloody nose?

15.What did Frances do for Johnny to keep his morale high?

16.What did John learn about Johnna/ while he played chess with Max Kopf?

17.How did Johnny celebrate his 17"

birthday?

18.Why would Johnny become hostile towards his dad?
19.What does John mean when he says “Let’s give him Kleenex.” for his Dad’s

Christmas present?

20.How did they portray cancer? Describe one theory
21.What was tuberculosis called? Why?

22.What makes a human being what he is?
23.Describe the perplexing situation that was building.
24.What plans did the doctors have?

Key Questions (pg. bottom of 80 - 92)

2.

What was the test that fascinated Johnny? What made Johnny feel this way?
What event brought Johnny to shout with glee? Do you think this is normal?
How would you feel?

How was the tumor actually lucky for Johnny?

What is the possible explanation for two doctors having opposite opinions?
Gerson believed Johnny was saved while Mount said the opposite.

Describe what John calls the most remarkable things in this story. Why does he
believe this?

Why did Johnny send the first letter to Mr. Boyden? What did he hope to
accomplish by it?

How did Mr. Boyden respond? Do you think the principal at your school would
do the same?

How did Johnny’s condition worsen sharply?
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9. Who meet to discuss his condition? What was the decision?

10.What was Gerson’s view on Johnny’s condition?

11.What plan was finally adopted and agreed upon after great discussion among the
team of doctors?

12.Johnny’s opinion on his treatment plan was what? What else would he predict
successfully?

13. What news did Gerson share after his emergency impromptu surgery?

14.How was Johnny following the surgery?

15.What were the results of the surgery?

16.Describe his feelings when he learned that his eyes were normal.

17.How would you describe Johnny’s view of people.

18.How did Christmas go for the Gunther family that year?

Key Questlons (pg. 93 -102)

How and why did Johnny make his winter important?

Who were Johnny’s two mentors?

How was Frances holding up under the strain?

What changes occurred on February 19™?

How did the doctors view Johnny’s amnesia?

What technique did Frances use for handling the amnesia attacks?
What changes Johnny deal with in March?

What impact do you think passing his classes at Deerfield had on Johnny’s
health?

9. What was so surprlsmg about his scores?

10.Why was April 12" an important day? Who arranged the day?
11.What shows did Johnny take in?

12.How did Johnny attempt to help his father’s chess game?

13.What were Johnny’s feelings about his father’s book Inside USA?

ONOORAWNE

Key Questions (pg. 103 - 112)
1. How did Johnny respond to Frances helping him get more organized?
2. Why did Johnny ask his parents to request they “Bring poker chips. And
money.”?
How did Johnny make his dad feel when he questioned him about the review of
Ernie Pyle’s last book?
What information did the doctors have regarding Johnny’s future?
Why was April 25" a tremendous day?
Why was Johnny chocked with disappointment and filled with despair?
What caused some hope again?
How did Penfield imply that Johnny could be saved? What needed to be done?
What happened when Johnny made anhydrous lithium hydride?
10 Why was the decision made to stop the diet?
11.How did Johnny respond to being told the diet was over?
12.What caused the stiff fight? Why? What was the end result?

w
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13.What was the major news and event surrounding the April 29" appointment with
Neurological?

14.What was Johnny’s reaction to seeing the barber? Why did he feel this way?
What did he anticipate?

15.Why did John have to lie to Johnny? Do you believe it was justified?

16.What news did Mount share after surgery?

17.What changes do you see in Johnny?

18.How has Johnny’s personality changed?

EXTEND
Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.

Key Passage, pg. 60

He could not have survived this summer had it not been for his mother’s brave
and understanding spirit. So that he would not be frightened she talked to him as if
casually about the narrow escapes she and other people had had from Death, and it
relieved him greatly to learn that several of those who he loved had almost died. She
made the most of every medical ritual, and taught him to squeeze out of every
conceivable occasion, no matter how painful, every atom of humor possible. (60.)

Writing Prompt

John attributes Johnny’s ability to survive the summer to Frances’ spirit and
attitude. She did everything she could to explain how people overcome death to
achieve life. She taught him that every minute is an experience that should be
cherished and lived fully.

In an explanatory paragraph describe the impact Frances had upon Johnny
that summer. Be sure to include examples from the text to support your
explanation.

1. Who has deeply impacted your life?
2. How are you a different person from knowing that person?

Key Passage, pg. 72 - 73

| left Mrs. Seely’s one evening and walked to the corner and had a cup of coffee,
almost insane with sudden hope. | was beside myself with a violent and incredulous
joy. Johnny was going to recover after all! | thought of all the surgeons and the
specialists and how dumfounded they would be; I thought of all our friends and their
sympathy and how the burden of grief would be lifted to a whole small community.
Johnny was going to pull through, after all, despite everything, and get well! He was
going to beat this evil, lawless thing! He’'d show the surgeons how a boy with a real will
to live could live!

Writing Prompt
As Johnny’s health improved John Gunther was so happy he couldn’t contain
himself. He now felt Johnny was going to recover and looked forward to seeing the
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surgeons and specialist who previously gave them no hope. He thought of the friends
who provided sympathy and support and the impact of the community as a whole who
have ridden the rollercoaster with the family during Johnny’s illness. John attributed
Johnny’s will to live as the reason for beating the illness that he describes as evil and
lawless.

Leadership Requires Engagement quarter theme states “It is making sure that
the communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And that | am better
because of the communities | choose to be part of”. Today John Gunther describes the
impact the community has had on the family through Johnny’s iliness.

Write an explanatory paragraph describing the importance of community
during trying times for family. Include how can the outpouring of a community
support can aide in the healing of an individual illness.

1. Describe a time when you felt the support of your community?
2. Who makes up your community?

Key Passage, pg. 86

My sister was with Johnny and me when he got this news that the eyes were
normal. | never knew till this moment just how anguishing was the strain that he strove
so hard to conceal. He jumped bolt upright; then slowly, proudly, very slowly and
proudly, he relaxed downward to the pillow, while across his face spread the most
beatifically happy expression | have ever seen on a human being, and his eyes—normal
eyes now—filled just to the brim with tears, but did not spill over, as he smiled with
relief, pride and exhaustion that comes from intolerable strain.

Writing Prompt

Johnny gets word that his eyes are normal and his father for the first time
realizes the pressure and the strain that Johnny has inflicted upon himself trying to keep
secret how he felt about his illness. He was brought to the edge of tears but not tears of
pain but happiness, relief and pride from the exhausting journey he had been through to
this point.

Why do you think Johnny kept his feeling secret? Who was he trying to protect?
The quarter theme Leadership Requires Engagement states “It is making sure that the
communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And that | am better because
of the communities | choose to be part of.”

In an explanatory paragraph, describe how Johnny exemplified this part of
the theme. Be clear and concise in your explanation.
1. If you were Johnny would you keep your feelings secret?
2. How often do you complain about minor discomforts?

Key Passage, pg. 94

Frances had rehearsed this with him several times, though she had a horror of
doing the actual injection herself. In fact one of the reasons he did it alone was to spare
her. They called it “bayonet practice.”

Steadily, too, she helped him in physical activity. She taught him to be deliberate
about almost every physical movement, so that he picked his stance carefully and knew
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exactly what he was going to do next before doing it. The stronger parts of his body
must, she told him, be trained to assist those weaker; more and more his good right
side must take up the burden from the other; she showed him how his right hand could
unobtrusively assist the left. (94)

Writing Prompt

Frances prepared Johnny for the injections he would need to take, she also
taught him move, use his body to help with strengths aiding weaknesses without
bringing attention to himself while out in public.

Leaders develop and dedicate their talents to promote the common good.

This is where they choose to spend their time and effort, Leadership requires positive
civic engagement. It is making sure that the communities | am part of are better
because | am in them. And that | am better because of the communities | choose to be
part of.

In an explanatory paragraph describe how Frances Gunther exemplifies the
definition of Leadership Requires Engagement as it is defined above. Provide
three examples for the text to support your answer.

1. What word of encouragement would you say to Johnny?
2. What do you predict will happen next?

Key Passage, pg. 105

| took him home after a brief talk with Mount. It was all hopeless now. What
Johnny had now, the pathologist said, was one of the worst forms of tumor, glioma
multiforme; moreover the specimen Mount got showed many mitiotic figures: i.e., the
production of malignant cells was rapidly increasing. All neurologists are pessimists. |
tried to argue with the diagnosis by pointing out how generally well Johnny still was.
And indeed the doctors were astonished to the point stupefaction that he had been able
to take those college entrance exams. But Mount, so kind and decent, could offer no
hope at all when we asked him what to do next. He said, “Let Johnny do exactly what
he wants to do and die happy.” (105)

Writing Prompt

Mount gives John some very difficult news that Johnny has no hope, the tumor is
spreading and it was one of the worst forms of tumors. When John tried to argue Mount
the response was simply to allow Johnny to do what he wants and let him die happy. In
spite of the news he shared John still believed that Mount was kind and decent.

If you were in John’s shoes would you still feel the same way about the doctor?

It is making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in
them. And that | am better because of the communities | choose to be part of.

Are the Gunthers better for Mount being their doctor?

In an informative paragraph explain how John can still believe Mount is a
kind and decent person even though he believes there is no hope for Johnny.
Provide three facts to support your answer.

1. How would you respond if you were John?
2. Do you think Johnny can overcome this tumor? Why or why not?
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496 Character Profile Chart

example
1

example
1

Trait 1 T rait 2

example Character

2

example
2

example
1

example
1

Trait 3 Trait 4

example
2

example
2

Fill out the Character Profile Chart on each character you wish to analyze
1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart.
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has. Describe each with a key word or
phrase and write it down in one of the 4 boxes that surround the name.
3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story. Write each in one of the 2 boxes
attached to each trait box. Continue this until you have 2 examples for each of the 4 traits.
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart

Character 1 to Character 2

Character 1 to Character 3

Character 2 to Character 1

Character 2 to Character 3

Character 3 to Character 1

Character 3 to Character 2
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Character Based Literacy Program

PREPARE

Backgrou nd Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Leadership Requires Engagement. Leaders develop and dedicate their
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend
their time and effort. Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is

making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in

them. And that | am better because of the communities | choose to be a
part of.

What is The New Yorker?

Who was Sinclair Lewis?

What is the “A generation of Vipers” by Wylie?

What is V-J Day?

What is grief?

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

interval (113)

cranium (116)

vitality (118)

yearning (120)

loathed (121)

alluded (128) fleeting (129) exhilarated tedious (133) placidly (138)
(130)

excerpts (145) | outbreak (147) | compose (149) | tendency (152) | astonished

(156)

sporadically wandering swapped (174) | contentment romped (185)

(168) (172) (175)

impending complex (188) | grief (190) nonsense (193) | exult (195)

(187)
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READ
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
e mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it

Read Read the selection.

Read pp. 113- 195
RESPOND

Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline

. First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
o Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with
these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

US and World Timeline

Death Be Not Proud takes place between Johnny’s birth on November 4™ 1929
and his death June 30" 1947.

It is a time of great change in the US and the world. Keep a timeline that track
critical events that occur in the US and worldwide along with Johnny’s life.

Theme Charts

Create a theme chart of “Courage.” Once Johnny discovers he has a life-
threatening tumor, he begins a journey undergoing a number of treatments. Even during
this difficult circumstance, Johnny faces this challenge with courage and perseverance.
He continues to work hard, enjoy his hobbies and does not complain. After each
chapter, write at least one example that demonstrates Johnny’s courage.

Create a theme chart on “Adolescence.” Johnny is seventeen years old when he
is fighting a deadly tumor. He is no longer a child or an independent adult. He holds a
childlike curiosity about science and experiments as well as an adult maturity while
dealing with his iliness. After the end of each chapter, bullet point examples of Johnny’s
childlike curiosity and emotional maturity.
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EXPLORE
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

396 Plot Profile Chart

Graduation announcement
Create a graduation announcement for Johnny from Deerfield Academy. Include
all the pertinent details for the ceremony.

Obituary
Create an obituary for Johnny.

Gravestone
Design a gravestone for Johnny.

Create a book cover

Create a book cover for Johnny’s parents to put the compilation of his letters they
saved over the years. Decorate it with images that would be symbolic of Johnny’s
passions while he was alive.

Create a cover for Johnny’s diary

Johnny kept a diary from 1945 to his death in 1947. Create a cover that
represents Johnny’s life, dreams and passions. This should be easy as you have read
so much about him.

Fill out the Beginning-Middle-End Chart

1. Decide what the most important events in the story are. You may want to jot down a
list.

2. Decide whether each event is part of the beginning, middle or end or the story.
Then write a phrase describing each event in the correct column. Remember in the
beginning you are introduced to the setting, the characters and the problems they
have. In the middle you learn about the roadblocks to the characters solving their
problems, and conflicts occur. In the end of the story those conflicts reach a peak
and then resolve with a resolution of the character’s problems.

3. If the events in a column are not in the order they took place, number the items in
the column.

4. If you analyzing a chapter or segment of a larger story, all of the events might be in 1
or 2 columns, understood as part of the larger story. Or it might work to analyze the
beginning, middle and end of just this part.

Fill out the Plot Profile Chart
1. Decide on the 10 most important events in the story, chapter or segment you are
analyzing. List them in order in the rows at the bottom of the chart. If you go
back to the Beginning-Middle-End Chart, this will be easier to do.
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2. Decide on a scale of 1 [low] to 10 [high] how intense you think this event is, and
mark your score in the appropriate box.

3. Connect the marks in the boxes to form a graph.

4. This graph will help you to profile the plot. How it looks will depend on the story
you are reading and whether you are plotting an entire story, or a chapter or
segment.

Discussion

Key Questlons (pg. 113 -127)

What did Johnny think about the bandage? How did he process it?

In what ways did Johnny’s personality change?

How did Johnny great Mount? What did he request?

What was Mount’s response?

What does Johnny act toward?

How did Johnny deal with people helping him?

What physical changes begin to take place?

How did Johnny want to write? Who should he attack?

What news came on May 25" from Mr. Boyden?

10 What impact did this have upon the Gunther family?

11.What were Johnny’s feelings prior to the ceremony?

12.Where was Johnny when he parents when to pick him up in the morning?

13.How was Johnny’s health later in the day?

14.Why do you think Johnny said “There’s no future to just sitting.”? to his mother?

15.How did Johnny hold up physically to the day before graduation activities? What
concerns did he have?

16.What directions did Mrs. Albert D. Lasker give?

17.What was the greatest obstacle to the new medicaments?

18.How was Johnny’s prognosis from Davidoff in Montefiore?

19.How did Davidoff explain Johnny’s condition? What insight did he offer?

20.What motivated the Gunthers to try so many treatments and doctors? Do you
agree with them?

21.What course of action was decided upon? Do you agree?

22.What did Dr. Ursalof call Johnny? Why?

©CoNoh,~wNE

Key Questions (pg. 127 — 142)

How was Johnny’s outlook and opinion of American schools?

Who was Dean Gummere? What did he do? What kind of impact did this have?
Describe the news Putnam and Traeger brought. How did Johnny react?

What was Putnam’s suggestions?

Why was June 27" an awful morning? What change occurred?

What items did Johnny pack for his summer trip? Do you think it was strange?
What changes now began in Johnny’s behavior?

Why do you think John insisted that Frances return home? How would you have
handled this situation?

N>R WNE
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9. What does Johnny pack for the summer? What does this say about his focus?

10.While getting his summer clearance at Memorial what happened that the doctors
didn’t pick up on?

11.Why did Traeger leave his holiday weekend with Sinclair Lewis suddenly?

12.What event triggered concern on Frances part? Why would this be cause for
alarm?

13.What prognosis did Traeger give? How was this a surprise?

14.What impact did Traeger’s call have on Mount?

15.What news did Mount share with John and Frances regarding Johnny’s
progress?

16.What events provided more undue stress on Frances and John?

17.How did John describe Johnny as he approached death and finally died?

18.Describe Johnny as he lay in the chapel.

19.How was his funeral service unique?

20.What were the “whys” that John posed?

21.What news did Traeger share with John and Frances that provided some
comfort?

Key Questions (pg. 145 - 167)

1. How would you describe Johnny is the early years?

2. How would you describe Johnny the summer of 39?7 What were his interests?

3. What places of interest did Johnny visit while travelling to California the summer
of 1941 with Frances?

4. While writing from Riverdale in 1941what was the tone of his letters to John?

5. What news did Johnny include in his 1943 birthday update to John?

6. How did Johnny’s adventures as a fisherman turn out? What eventually
happened?

7. What things did Johnny write home about in letters written from Deerfield in 1943
and 19447

8. How was Johnny progressing with his Indian stamp collection and chess playing?

9. What was Johnny’s tone in the letter written to John in 19457

10.How did the January 13" letter to John explain Johnny’s passion for science and
chemistry?

11.How did Johnny describe Presbyterian Hospital to his friend in May of 19467
What was the reason he was in the hospital at this time?

12.What mood did Johnny present in letters to Mr.Boyden and Mr. Weaver in 19467

Key Questlons (pg. 168 — 185)

What was the Gunther Philosophy according to Johnny the summer of 1945?
What conclusion did Johnny come up with during his self-analysis?

How did Johnny feel about Dr. Einstein’s response?

On November 29™ 1946 what lesson did Johnny admit to having not learned?
How did Johnny respond to the Book of the Month Club accepting John’s book?
Why do you think he felt this way?

What request did Johnny want to make of Dr. Gerson’s assistant?

arwnE
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7. How does Johnny relieve himself of worries?

8. December 22" 1946 Johnny describes his days. What do they look like?

9. What “facts about operation” did Johnny share?

10.How does the tone of Johnny’s January 8™ diary entry give a look into his
attitude?

11.What epiphany did Johnny come up with on Wednesday February 19™, 1947,
A.D.?

12.What chemical reaction did Johnny research multiple times at the Public Library?
What was its significance?

13. After the 2" operation how long was Johnny confined to the hospital?

14.How was Johnny’s time at Deerfield based upon the May 30" entry into his
diary?

15.What residual effects did he still experience from surgery while at Deerfield?

16.How did finishing “Human Destiny” by Du Nouy impact Johnny?

17.The back of Johnny’s notebook provided an important view into who he was.
What did it say his priorities were?

18.How were Johnny’s last words written inside the back cover the perfect
explanation of how he lived life?

Key Questions (pg. 186 — 195)

How did Frances handle fifteen months of Johnny’s illness?

2. What did Johnny’s impending death lead to?

3. Why do you believe that Frances wished she loved Johnny more? Where do her
feelings of guilt come from?

4. What did Frances learn from the experience of losing Johnny?

5. What was the wave that John and Frances rode?

6. When and how did Frances and John learn that Johnny knew all along how
grave his illness was?

7. How does Frances find grief?

8. What do the things that Johnny loved do to Frances?

9. The one thing closest to Johnny’s heart was? What did this say about his
priorities and passions?

10.What were the ambitions that Johnny was able to achieve in his young life?

11.How did Frances and Johnny attend church? Which religion did they worship
with?

12.What did Frances wish for?

13.Describe the impact on Frances when she saw the headline about the Yale-
Harvard game.
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EXTEND

Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.

Key Passage, pg. 17 & 23

The effort to pretend that the tumor was nothing cost him dearly; the price
of his invincible fight was great fatigue. It took a miserable lot out of him to pretend to
ignore what he must have known to be the truth, that he wasn’t getting any better. The
faraway look was in his eyes more often now. But it was impossible for us not to
support his optimism, because any discouragement would have been a crushing blow.
All he had now was his will to live. We had to keep that up at any cost. The cord of life
was wearing very thin, and if we took away hope, it would be bound to snap. (117)

Everything that Johnny suffered was in a sense repaid by the few heroic
moments of that walk down the center aisle of that church. This was his triumph and
indomitable summation. Nobody who saw it will ever forget it, or be able to forget the
sublime strength of will and character it took. (123)

Writing Prompt

Johnny wore down a great deal from trying to battle the tumor and pretend that
nothing was wrong. Johnny’s will to live and optimism were crucial to him staying
strong, his parents were bound and determined to support him. The act of his walking
down the aisle to receive his diploma is one of triumph and celebration that would not
be forgotten by anyone who was in attendance watching him.

Pretend you are a newspaper reporter. Write an informative article that
describes the graduation ceremony. Include an explanatory paragraph about
Johnny and his will to graduate under challenging circumstances. Be sure to
make up a quote from Johnny to include in your article.

1. What do you imagine your high school graduation to be like?
2. How determined are you to graduate?

Key Passage, pg. 140

Letters came in like an avalanche, until we counted them by the hundred.
He was just a boy of seventeen; yet what an imprint he made on anybody who ever met
him! There were condolences from camp counselors who had not seem him for year
and from a barber in a downtown hotel; from the Negro elevator boy in my office
building and the proprietors of a friendly restaurant on Madison Avenue; from
playwrights, judges, politicians, old Chicago friends whom we had not seen in years,
from teachers and doctors and newspaper folk, old schoolmates, several of those who
had seen him graduate at Deerfield, movie people, poets, acquaintances from faroff
days in Vienna, physicists, his godfather in Washington, the doormen at our apartment
building, refugees from Europe, his devoted governess Milla, scores of writers, and
above all people who had never meet him or us — parents whose sons had also died.
(140)
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Writing Prompt

The volume of letters that the Gunther’s received following Johnny’s was
amazing to them. People from across the country, all areas or his life regardless age,
race, or social status. Johnny impacted people around the world. The quarter theme is
Leadership Requires Engagement, it is defined as “Leaders develop and dedicate their
talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their time and
effort, Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the
communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And that | am better because
of the communities | choose to be part of”.

Pretend you are Johnny. Write a journal entry, 1-2 explanatory paragraphs,
describe how you felt after receiving the enormous amounts of letters. End your
journal entry with an informative paragraph describing your desire to be a leader
and role model to others.

1. When have you received praise?
2. How did it make you feel?
3. What did you do to earn praise?

Key Passage, pg. 153

In the beginning of the summer we decided that | should go fishing every
Friday and catch some fish for dinner. After a few times | found | didn’t like it because |
kept thinking about how | would feel if | were the fish. Mutti thought that | ought to fish
anyway and not think about how the fish feels. But when | took her fishing and she tried
to dehook the fish, she immediately changed her views on the subject. Now we buy our
fish. (153)

Writing Prompt

In a letter to John in August of 1943, Johnny describes his experiences fishing,
the challenges he faced and how he thought through the process. Johnny was unsure
about fishing but Frances encouraged him to continue and not think about it. Johnny
does and then when Frances joins him one day she agrees with him and they decide to
buy their fish in the future.

The quarter theme Leadership Requires Engagement definition includes “It is
making sure that the communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And that
| am better because of the communities | choose to be part of”. How does Johnny
make the communities better around him and in what ways does he improve his
communities.

In an explanatory paragraph describe how Johnny is a better person for his
time with Frances. Write a second explanatory paragraph describing how Frances
is a better person for being around Johnny.

1. What can you do to encourage others to be better people?
2. Do you strive to be a better person? Why or why not?
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Key Passage, pg. 168

Sporadically for some years Johnny kept a diary, at Frances’s suggestion
and under her encouragement. When he became ill he carried his notebook wherever
he went; on any trip to the hospital, no matter how brief, two things were musts: the
recorder and his diary. He told her once, “You put it on my desk so gently. You didn’t
tell me to use it. You just it gently on my desk, remember, and then | began using it, and
I’'m so glad.” (168)

Writing Prompt

With quiet and gentle encouragement from Frances, Johnny began writing in his
diary, when he became ill it went everywhere with him. The theme of the quarter is
Leadership Requires Engagement and we define it as “Leaders develop and dedicate
their talents to promote the common good. This is where they choose to spend their
time and effort, Leadership requires positive civic engagement. It is making sure that the
communities | am part of are better because | am in them. And that | am better because
of the communities | choose to be part of”.

In an explanatory paragraphs describe how Frances exemplifies the theme
of Leadership Requires Engagement based upon her handling of the diary with
Johnny. Refer back to the key paragraph to provide your evidence in your
explanation.

1. What would you do if you were Francis?
2. What advice would you give Johnny?

Key Passage, pg. 193

We always discussed things a little ahead. In a way | was experimenting
with Johnny as he dreamed of doing with his elements, as artists do with their natural
materials. | was trying to create of him a newer kind of human being: an aware person,
without fear, and with love: a sound individual, adequate to life anywhere on earth, and
living life everywhere and always. We would talk about all this as our experiment
together. (193)

Writing Prompt

Frances shares what she was trying to accomplish as she was raising Johnny.
Did she accomplish her goals? Was she a good mother? Were her methods of
mothering and parenting wise?

In an explanatory paragraph discuss Frances’ parenting. How do you feel
about the direction her parenting? Include 2-3 examples to support your
explanation.

1. What did you like and dislike about this memaoir?
2. What would you include in your memoir?
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