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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
A Christmas Carol, Introduction 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Change Requires Effort Change is possible. Change requires three 
things: a vision, a plan, and effort. It requires changing bad habits to good 
habits. It requires effort even when I don’t feel like working. It requires 
taking one step at a time. 

 
A Christmas Carol is a classic British novel, and most of us are familiar with the 

story. Scrooge, a grumpy old miser, is destined for a lonely life alone with his money 
until he is visited by Three Ghosts one Christmas who change his life.  

A quick Internet search will reveal no fewer than thirteen movie versions of 
Dickens’ classic tale, and that doesn’t begin to include the many stories that are 
variations of Scrooge’s tale. (We’re all familiar with the Grinch, right?) There are 
numerous play versions and simplified storybooks based on the novel.  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
A Christmas Carol, Week 1 
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Change Requires Effort Change is possible. Change requires three 
things: a vision, a plan, and effort. It requires changing bad habits to good 
habits. It requires effort even when I don’t feel like working. It requires 
taking one step at a time. 

 
What is a Counting House? 
 
What is the Poor Law? 
 
What does Marley mean by “charity”?  
 
Who are the characters Scrooge read about a child?  
 
What is an apprenticeship? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

undertaker (1) executer (1) clerk (3) humbug (4) impropriety (5) 
destitute (6) endeavoring (7) convenient (9) ill-will (9) tavern (10) 
incredulous (14) phantom (15) spectre (15) benevolence (17) charity (17) 
preposterous (21) perplexed (22) obliged (24) melancholy (26) solitary (26) 
despairingly (28) capacious (30) waistcoat (30) agility (31) trifled (32) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 1-33  
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Comparative Chart 

• Begin a comparative chart of the negative and positive things Scrooge says 
about and does to others. Which is longer today? What does the result say about 
Scrooge? How would a list of words you say look in comparison? Should 
everyone strive toward a similar result?   

• Would you say Scrooge has learned any lessons at this point in the story? What 
conclusions you have reached so far about Scrooge’s outlook?  

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Complete an Open Mind Portrait for Scrooge’s nephew. What does he think of his 
uncle? What does he think their relationship could be like? What is the significance of 
his perspective and the counterclaims he makes to Scrooge’s words? 
 Materials: 

• Large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11x17 oak tag 
• Paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks 
• Markers, crayons, pens, pencils, or paint 
• Construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 
Step One: Create a large head shot of the character. 

1. Imagine what the character looks like from the descriptions in the text as well 
as from your imagination.  You can make a list of these details to help you 
draw the character.  

2. Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and face? 
from the shoulders up? from the waist up? the whole person?  You might 
want to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing details.  You 
might want to show the size differences between characters. 

3. Draw the character’s head shot including the face on the large piece of paper.  
You could also cut the paper to form the head.   

4. Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper, or whatever will make 
the character colorful. 
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Step Two:  Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait. 
1. Cut cartoon bubbles out. 
2. Write things the character thinks or says to himself on each bubble. 
3. Put the bubbles up around the portrait. 

Step Three:  Add bubbles as you learn new things about the character. 
1. Read the story further and identify new things you have learned about the 

character or ways the character has changed. 
2. Follow step 2 to create and place additional bubbles. 

 
Variations of this Open Mind Portrait 

• You can use this process for any character in the story.  
• You can use bubbles for what the character says to others, says to himself or 

herself, or does. You could make each of these different colors if you wish. 
• You could add bubbles for what the character learns or ways the character 

changes and use different colors for each. 
• You could use different colors for the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  

Remember, in the beginning you are introduced to the setting, the characters, 
and the problems they have.  In the middle, you learn about the roadblocks to 
the characters solving their problems and conflicts occur.  In the end of the 
story, those conflicts reach a peak and then resolve with a resolution of the 
character’s problems. 

• You could use different colors for the phases you see in a story or the 
development of a particular character. 

• Instead of using bubbles, you could write the bubble contents on the back of 
the portrait.  You could use any of the variations above with color or print, or 
create columns or boxes for different categories or phases. 

• You could open the head like a hinge and list the contents [as though they 
were escaping from the space] using any of these variations. 

• You could make an Open Mind Portrait of yourself using any of the above 
variations. 

 
Illustrate 
Draw the doorknocker to Scrooge’s house. What does it look like? Whose hand do you 
imagine reaching for it?  
 
Open Mind Portrait: Ebenezer Scrooge 
Complete an Open Mind Portrait of Ebenezer Scrooge, including thought bubbles and 
text blurbs. What are specific words and phrases he uses? What are some of his 
thoughts?  
 
Fill out the Character Profile Chart on Ebenezer Scrooge. 

• Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart. 
• Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has.  Describe each with a 

key word or phrase and write it down on one of the 4 boxes that surround the 
name. 
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• For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story.  Write each in one of 
the 2 boxes attached to each trait box.  Continue this until you have 2 examples 
for each of the 4 traits.  

 
Illustration 
Draw a picture of the Ghost of Christmas Past as you imagined it. Would it look scary? 
Comforting? Be sure to show how it looks like both a child and an old man. Also include 
the light coming from the ghost’s head and how you think it would shine. 
 
Open Mind Portrait: Ebenezer Scrooge 
Add to the Open Mind Portrait of Ebenezer Scrooge including thought bubbles and text 
blurbs. Add to it on odd numbered days. Underneath, write a concluding statement 
about what Scrooge has achieved so far.   
 
Venn Diagram Box: old Scrooge with young Scrooge. 

• Decide on 2 characters, settings, events, or other variables you wish to analyze 
in the story, chapter, or segment you have read.  Label each of the 2 circles. 

• Where the 2 circles overlap, write the way these two are alike. 
• Where the circles are distinct, write how each is different. 

 

Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 1-6 

1. Have you seen/heard/read any other versions of A Christmas Carol? How are 
they the same/different as this one? 

2. How does A Christmas Carol compare to other Christmas stories (like It’s a 
Wonderful Life, Miracle on 42nd Street, A Christmas Story, etc.)? 

3. Do you know anyone like Scrooge? In the form of an argumentative paragraph, 
make a claim as to why they should change. 

4. Now write a paragraph from Scrooge’s perspective. What argument would he 
make about staying the same?  

5. Why does the author start by saying “Marley was dead?” What does that tell you 
about this story? 

6. Do you know anything about life in 19th century London? From Scrooge’s 
attitude, what would you guess about how the poor are treated? 

7. How does the nephew offer a contrast to Scrooge? Does he use words to convey 
his frustration? Why does his point of view matter?  

8. Do you think Scrooge’s life of isolation has played a part in his struggle to 
cultivate empathy? Why or why not? 

9. Change requires effort. Do you think someone like Scrooge has the capacity to 
change? What changes would he need to make to improve?   

10. Do you think Scrooge will change during the novel? What concepts will be 
difficult for him?  

 
Key Questions p. 6-12 
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1. Who does Scrooge interact with on Christmas Eve? Why does the author choose 
to include these characters in Scrooge’s day? 

2. What does Scrooge’s treatment of each of these people tell us about his 
character? 

3. How does Scrooge view the poor? 
4. Was Scrooge’s view uncommon in his time? 
5. Would you like to have a boss like Ebeneezer Scrooge? 
6. What is the mood outside of Scrooge’s office?  
7. How does the mood outside contrast with Scrooge’s mood? 
8. Based on the exposition of the story, what do you think Scrooge needs to learn in 

this book? 
9. What clues does Dickens give us that something supernatural is about to occur? 
10.  Change requires effort. Have you ever needed to change something about 

yourself? Did it take a few attempts before you could?  
11.  How can we perceive when we make others feel badly? Are there verbal and 

physical clues that show when someone is uncomfortable? 
 
Key Questions p. 12-20 

1. How does Dickens use setting to make the events of the day especially 
frightening and creepy? 

2. What is Jacob Marley trying to teach Scrooge when he says mankind was his 
business? 

3. What do you think the three spirits will show Scrooge? Do you have evidence to 
support your suspicion? What is your reasoning? 

4. Do you think Charles Dickens will show cohesion in how he introduces the 
different lessons?  

5. So far, do you think this is a good story? 
6. What does Scrooge’s interaction with his old business partner’s ghost reveal 

about Scrooge’s character? 
7. Jacob feels remorse in this chapter. In an argumentative paragraph, make a case 

for how remorse can be helpful or unhelpful.  
8. What traits did Scrooge value in Marley? Are those the most important traits an 

individual can aspire to? 
9. What does the chain symbolize? Is weight an important metaphor?   
10. Make a claim: why is Marley looking at humanity as a whole? Why does Scrooge 

think it is best to fend for oneself? 
11. Change takes time: it requires taking one step at a time. Can you think of ways 

our individual steps can add up to impact our society? What about our country 
and planet?  

 
 
Key Questions p. 21-28 

1. What is confusing about the time? Why is it important that Scrooge be 
disoriented by the passage of time? 

2. Why does the ghost appear so strange? Why does it constantly change form and 
appearance? 
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3. Why does the Spirit take offense when Scrooge asks him to put out the light on 
his head? What does he mean when he says that Scrooge has forced him to 
wear his hat for a long time? 

4. Why does Scrooge start to cry almost as soon as he arrives in the past? 
5. Does understanding our past help us to be better equipped for shaping our 

future?  
6. Is childhood a formative time in developing this skill set? How so? 
7. How are tools such as dialogue, story pacing, and multiple plot lines used to 

move the story forward? How does Dickens use these devices to develop 
experiences, events, and characters?  

8. Why do we get to see Scrooge as a lonely boy? 
9. How did Scrooge’s situation in life as a young boy affect his character as an 

adult? 
10. Why do you think Scrooge is left alone at school? 
11.  Have you ever seen someone sitting alone at school? Did you go talk to them? 

Why or why not? 
12.  How would you tell someone in a different class what you are learning this 

week? What points of story would you share about Scrooge?  
13. What are examples of objective statements you could make about A Christmas 

Carol? 
14. Why does Scrooge relate more to fictional characters than to real people? 

 
Key Questions p. 28-33 

1. What clues does Dickens give us to illuminate young Scrooge’s home life? 
2. How did Scrooge feel about his younger sister? 
3. Why do young Scrooge and Dick work so diligently for Fezziwig? 
4. Do you think people work harder for a friendly boss or an indifferent boss? Why? 
5. How does Fezziwig’s party compare to Christmas or holidays at your house?  
6. Write two paragraphs with examples from this chapter about setting. From these 

moments, draw a conclusion about what you think makes an environment 
welcoming?  

7. Change takes time. Change requires changing bad habits into good ones. What 
is the tone of this part of Scrooge’s Christmas past? How do you think the tone 
will change? 

8. Are there opportunities to show kindness in our everyday interactions?  
9. Make an argument concluding whether or not Scrooge is learning about himself. 

Use specific words and phrases from the story as evidence.  
10. What can all of us learn by scrutinizing our individual histories? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 3 
  “But what did Scrooge care? It was the very thing he liked. To edge his way 
along the crowded paths of life, warning all human sympathy to keep it’s distance, was 
what the knowing ones called ‘nuts’ to Scrooge” (p. 3). 
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Writing Prompt 
 In the key paragraph and in several before it, Scrooge’s character is described. 
He is described as “tight-fisted” and “cold.” The above paragraph suggests that he 
enjoys being this way. Any salutation or kind remark is returned with a “bah, humbug!” 
In two paragraphs, make an argument stating the ways Scrooge manages to 
alienate people – to force them to keep their distance. Use concrete examples 
from the text and pay particular attention to interactions between Scrooge and his 
nephew.  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 7 

“’I wish to be left alone,’ said Scrooge. ‘Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, 
that is my answer. I don’t make merry myself at Christmas, and I can’t afford to make 
idle people merry. I help to support the establishments I have mentioned: they cost 
enough: and those who are badly off must go there’” (p. 7). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Scrooge’s interaction with his nephew, the gentlemen who ask for charity, and his 
clerk tell us a lot about him as a person. What is important to Ebenezer Scrooge? What 
are some of his concerns, values, and possible biases? In three paragraphs, describe 
Scrooge’s core values at the beginning of the novel and compare them to your 
own. Make an argument as to whose approach is best. How are these values 
learned and developed over time? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 17  
  “‘But you were always a good man of business, Jacob,’ faltered Scrooge, who 
now began to apply this to himself. 
  ‘Business!’ cried the ghost, wringing its hands again. ‘Mankind was my business. 
The common welfare was my business; charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence, 
were all my business. The dealings of my trade were but a mere drop of water in the 
comprehensive ocean of my business’” (p. 17). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 In the key paragraph, Marley’s ghost explains that Scrooge fails to see the whole 
picture. In an argumentative paper, explain why we should all contribute to our 
local, national, and global communities through charities.   
  Using the website Charity Navigator, identify five charities that you would be 
interested in supporting. Write three paragraphs about the ones you identified.  
How do the charities you select show that change is possible? Does each one 
have vision plan and effort? Make an argument for which one seems to do this 
most affectively.     
 
Key Paragraph, p. 25  
  “The spirit gazed upon him mildly. Its gentle touch, though it had been light and 
instantaneous, appeared still present to the old man’s sense of feeling. He was 
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conscious of a thousand odours floating in the air, each one connected with a thousand 
thoughts, and hopes, and joys, and cares long, long forgotten!” (p. 25). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 In today’s reading, Scrooge is reminded of his happiest days, now long forgotten. 
In a one-page essay, write about a happy memory of your own. Make an argument 
about what makes an event meaningful: why is it such a happy memory? 

• Use lots of sensory details. 
• What would the room look like? 
• What would your guests say?  
• What are the details that make you cherish this particular memory? 

 
Key Paragraph, p. 33  
     “He felt the spirit’s glance and stopped. 
 ‘What’s the matter?’ asked the ghost. 
 ‘Nothing particular,’ said Scrooge. 
 ‘Something, I think?’ the ghost insisted. 
 ‘No,’ said Scrooge, ‘No. I should like to be able to say a word or two to my clerk 
just now! That’s all’” (p. 33). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 The Ghost of Christmas Past allows Scrooge to be reminded how well his 
previous boss treated him. This is in stark contrast with how Scrooge treated his own 
employee the previous day. Clearly, he realizes he was wrong and would like to have 
the opportunity to make things right. 
     Recall a time in your life when someone else’s words or actions influenced you to 
make a positive change in your life. Make an argument stating how your life would 
have turned out differently without this interaction. Was it an easy change for you 
to make, or did you have to work at it? How do you feel about that person and the 
situation now? How will this person’s action affect your treatment of others in the 
future?  
 
Close Close by extending the reading to your life and to the world. 
 
Service Learning Project 

• This being the holiday season, it’s a great time to give back to the community. 
Think about a service-learning project that you would be interested in completing. 
Popular holiday-time ideas for projects are: 

• Food drive for the poor 
• “Adopting” a child for the holidays – providing holiday presents 
• Participating in a Toys for Tots drive 
• Writing letters/sending care packages to service men and women 

overseas 
• Visiting retirement homes   
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• Choose a “Random Acts of Kindness” service-learning project to complete before 
the end of the year. Write out what acts would be included and the timeline of 
when they would occur. List the resources necessary in order to complete it. 

• Go online and look up past acts of kindness projects. Which ones look possible 
to duplicate? How can you improve upon them? What worked about their 
approach and what didn’t? List possible acts of change and create a bibliography 
of Internet and print sources from your research.   

• Create a mission statement of what you should accomplish by doing the project. 
How do you want to make others feel? How can you show change is possible? 
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4g6 Character Profile Chart 
 

example 1           example 1 

          

 Trait 1     Trait 2  

          

example 2   Character   example 2 

        

        

            

            

            

example 1         example 1 

        

 Trait 3   Trait 4  

          

example 2       example 2 
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6g6 Venn Diagram Chart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	

	

Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
A Christmas Carol, Week 2  
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Change Requires Effort Change is possible. Change requires three 
things: a vision, a plan, and effort. It requires changing bad habits to good 
habits. It requires effort even when I don’t feel like working. It requires 
taking one step at a time. 

 
Why does Belle refer to Scrooge’s greed as a “golden idol”?  
 
What does Scrooge mean when he accuses the spirit of trying to “close these 
places on the Seventh Day?” (p. 45)  
 
What is a Christmas pudding? 
 
What is a moor? 
 
What is the significance of the characters of Ignorance and Want?  
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

idol (34) altered (35) relentless (36) torture (36) laden (37) 
restored (39) apprehensive (40) submissively (41) compulsion (42) opulence (43) 
tremulous (47) phenomenon (48) penitence (50) rebuke (50) odious (51) 
mirth (53) helmsman (54) earnest (55) noble (55) whims (56) 
credulity (58) inaudible (60) nevertheless (60) ignorance (61) prostrate (61) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 
 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• Mention the setting and main character 
• Point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 

Read p. 33-62 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Comparative Chart  

• Add to your comparative chart of the negative and positive things Scrooge says 
about and does to others.  Which is longer today? Would you say Scrooge has 
learned any lessons at this point in the story? What conclusions you have 
reached so far about Scrooge’s outlook?  

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Sketch 
Draw a sketch of Tiny Tim. What would he look like?  What are important aspects of his 
physical character? Would he be smiling? 
 
Venn Diagram Box: Ghost of Christmas Present and Ghost of Christmas Past 
Label each of the 2 circles. 
Where the 2 circles overlap, reflect on ways these two are alike. 
Where the circles are distinct, write down how each is different. 
 
Fill out the Character Profile Chart on Bob Cratchit. 

• Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart. 
• Over the course of 4 days this week, fill in the box describing characteristics, or 

traits that the character has with a key word or phrase. Write it down on one of 
the 4 boxes that surround the name. 

• For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story.  Write each in one of 
the 2 boxes attached to each trait box.  Continue this until you have 2 examples 
for each of the 4 traits.  
 

Fill out the Character Interaction Chart for 3 characters: Scrooge, Fred, and the 
Ghost of Christmas Present 

• Fill the name of each character in one of the 3 boxes. 
• Each character box has another character box on each side. On the side of the 

first character box near the second character box, write down what the first 
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character thinks about the second character, and how the first character interacts 
or gets along with the second character.   

• Then do the same thing for how the second character thinks about and interacts 
with the first, in the second characters box. 

• Continue doing this until you have filled out each box: the second for the third, 
the third for the second, the third for the first, and the first for the third. 

 

Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 33-38 

1. What changed Scrooge’s attitude toward Christmas? 
2. Why did Belle break up with Scrooge? 
3. Would you have broken up with your fiancé under similar circumstances? 
4. The Ghost of Christmas Past shows Scrooge the past Christmases 

chronologically. How would the story be different if it showed him his pasts 
organized differently – perhaps from best to worst?  

5. Change requires having a plan. Make a claim stating what plan you think 
Scrooge will form as a result of this chapter? 

6. Why does the Spirit show Scrooge the scene with Belle and her husband and 
children? What emotion does this release in Scrooge? 

7. Why is the scene with Belle shown at this moment in the story? How does 
Dickens use organization and style to achieve the task of helping Scrooge move 
forward with his evolution?  

8. In this chapter, Scrooge does not want to face Belle and begs for the scene to 
end. Make an argument as to why change requires effort, even when we don’t 
feel like working.  

9. How has Scrooge changed since the beginning of his visit with the Ghost of 
Christmas Past?  

10. Would these ghosts be the same for everyone, or is Scrooge meant to be their 
audience?   

 
Key Questions 

1. What tone does the wondrous scene Dickens describes on page 40 set? 
2. As Scrooge and the Ghost of Christmas Present enter London, what is the mood 

of the story? 
3. Change requires effort. How did Scrooge show effort in this section?   
4. What clues in the descriptive passages of today’s reading tell you that the story is 

set in 19th Century London? 
5. How is the Christmas mood described here different from the Christmas mood of 

the United States in the 21st Century? 
6. What purpose does Scrooge’s argument with the spirit about keeping the 

Sabbath serve (on page 41)? What are they talking about? 
7. What kinds of Christmas scenes do you think this spirit will show Scrooge? Will 

they be happy, sad, or both? 
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Key Questions p. 45-52 
1. In one paragraph, make an argument as to why the spirit takes Scrooge to visit 

Bob Cratchit’s family, instead of another other poor family?  
2. What is Bob Cratchit’s family like? 
3. Is this family anything like your family? 
4. How do Bob Cratchit and Scrooge compare to one another? 
5. Why does Dickens linger longer on the Cratchit scene of Christmas than most 

others in the book?  
6. Change takes time. Do you think Scrooge needed to see the Cratchit family to 

feel embarrassed about his previous statements?  
7. Is it important to meet people from different backgrounds? How can these 

interactions inform our perspectives?  
8. In one sitting, write an argumentative paragraph about how the Cratchits work to 

change their lives for the better.  
9. Does Dickens use religious references throughout the novel to reveal the 

personal ethics of his characters? If so, what are examples you have noticed 
over the course of the book? 

10. What do you think is wrong with Tiny Tim? 
11. Change requires a plan. What should Scrooge do to help Tiny Tim and his 

family?  
12. How does your family celebrate holidays? 

 
Key Questions p. 52-57 

1. Why does the Ghost of Christmas Present take Scrooge to visit so many places 
– the Cratchits’, the streets, the moors, the lighthouse, the ship, and Fred’s 
house? 

2. What is the common theme in all of the places the spirit takes him to visit? 
3. Why does the ghost take Scrooge to see both strangers and acquaintances? 
4. Does it help Scrooge in any way to hear the bad things people say about him? 
5. Scrooge is constantly described as “surprised.” Why? Why is he surprised by 

these scenes of Christmas? 
6. Make an argument as to whether or not Scrooge has changed his attitude about 

his nephew’s marriage since the first chapter? 
7. Change requires a vision. List 3 quotes from Scrooge that show he is thinking 

about how he will live out what he has learned in the future.  
8. Which of the Christmas pasts and presents that we’ve visited is most like a 

holiday at your house? 
9. What do you think will happen next during the party at Fred’s? 

 
Key Questions p. 57-62 

1. What kind of activities do Fred and his guests participate in on Christmas night? 
2. What do these games reveal about 19th century love and courtship practices? 
3. How do you think Scrooge felt when he heard himself described in the game of 

Yes and No?  
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4. What do you think the repetition of being spoken about is having on Scrooge? 
How does this connect to the lesson of “Change requires changing bad habits to 
good habits?”   

5. Why does Dickens describe Fred’s wife as pretty, quick, and intelligent?  
6. In one paragraph, use precise details and knowledge to make a claim showing 

why Fred’s wife is an important character. 
7. In a second paragraph, write a contradictory paragraph saying why she is not as 

important as other characters using counter claims, reasons, and evidence.  
8. What is Scrooge grateful for upon leaving Fred’s house? 
9. Do you agree with Dickens that Ignorance and Want are man’s greatest evils? 

Why or why not? 
10. What do you think “they were patient in their greater hope” means? What are 

examples of being both patient and actively engaged in our world?  
11. Why does Dickens keep having characters repeat Scrooge’s words “Are there no 

prisons? Are there no workhouses?” (p. 61) 
12. How does the 19th century compare to the 21st century? Have we eliminated 

Ignorance and Want? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 36  
 “‘Spirit!’ said Scrooge, ‘show me no more! Conduct me home. Why do you torture 
me?’ 

‘One shadow more!’ exclaimed the Ghost” (p. 36). 
 

Writing Prompt 
In one page, write an argumentative essay about the features of each ghost. 

Why do these features add significance to the larger story? How do the ghosts 
appear? Are the ghosts scary? Are they approachable? What clues does Dickens 
give us through each description? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 41 
 “Scrooge reverently did so. It was clothed in one simple deep green robe, or 
mantle, bordered with white fur. This garment hung so loosely on the figure, that its 
capacious breast was bare, as if disdaining to be warded or concealed by any artifice. 
Its feet, observable beneath the ample folds of the garment, were also bare; and on its 
head it wore no other covering than a holly wreath, set here and there with shining 
icicles. Its dark brown curls were long and free: free as its genial face, its sparkling eye, 
its open hand, its cheery voice, its unconstrained demeanor, and its joyful air. Girded 
round its middle was an antique scabbard; but no sword was in it, and the ancient 
sheath was eaten up with rust” (p. 41). 
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Writing Prompt  
Look at past argument paragraphs you have made about Scrooge. Pick one and 

revise it based on this section’s timeline. State whether your assessment of 
Scrooge has changed.   
 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 52  
 “There was nothing of high mark in this. They were not a handsome family; they 
were not well dressed; their shoes were far from being water-proof; their clothes were 
scanty; and Peter might have known, and very likely did, the inside of a pawnbroker’s. 
But they were happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time; 
and when they faded, and looked happier yet in the bright sprinklings of the Spirit’s 
torch at parting, Scrooge had his eye upon them, and especially on Tiny Tim, until the 
last” (p. 52). 
 
Writing Prompt 

At the dinner table, Mrs. Cratchit is against toasting to Scrooge, but Mr. Cratchit 
has a different stance. In three paragraphs, make an argument stating which stance 
you think is correct and why.  

 
Key Paragraph, p. 56 
 “I was going to say,” said Scrooge’s nephew, “that the consequence of his taking 
a dislike to us, and not making merry with us, is, as I think, that he loses some pleasant 
moments, which could do him no harm. I am sure he loses pleasanter companions than 
he can find in his own thoughts, either in his mouldy old office, or his dusty chambers. I 
mean to give him the same chance every year, whether he likes it or not, for I pity him. 
He may rail at Christmas till he dies, but he can’t help thinking better of it – I defy him – 
if he finds me going there, in good temper, year after year, and saying Uncle Scrooge, 
how are you? If it only puts him in the vein to leave his poor clerk fifty pounds, that’s 
something; and I think I shook him, yesterday” (p. 56-7). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 At both the Cratchits’ and his nephew’s, Scrooge hears himself talked about 
unpleasantly. Fred and Bob have similar thoughts about Scrooge – they both believe he 
is one to be pitied and blessed on Christmas Day, despite his faults. Fred’s goal is to 
change his Uncle’s attitude by showering him with Christmas cheer; Bob’s is to bless his 
employer as he would bless any human being on Christmas Day. 
 In an argumentative 1 page paper, write a story explaining what you believe 
the Ghost of Christmas Present would show you if it appeared at your house this 
Christmas Eve. 

• Where would you visit? 
o Include at least three destinations. 

• Who or what would you see? 
• Would you hear yourself kindly spoken about? 
• What would people say about you and your attitude during the holiday season? 
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Key Paragraph, p. 60 
 “Much they saw, and far they went, and many homes they visited, but always 
with a happy end. The spirit stood beside sick beds, and they were cheerful; on foreign 
lands, and they were close at home; by struggling men, and they were patient in their 
greater hope; by poverty, and it was rich. In almshouse, hospital, and jail, in misery’s 
every refuge, where vain man in his little brief authority had not made fast the door, and 
barred the spirit out, he left his blessing, and taught Scrooge his precepts” (p. 60).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Write a page arguing whether or not you agree that Ignorance is worse than 
Want? After writing your own stance, write an additional paragraph stating what 
an opposing argument would include.  
 
Close Close by extending the reading to your life and to the world. 
 
Service Learning Project 

• Put the Random Acts of Kindness plan into action! Keep track of your progress. 
• Begin a writing detailed account of the random acts of kindness project. Interview 

people you have helped and reflect on yourself as you have worked on the 
project. This is a sustained research project meant to answer the following 
questions:  

o Why are acts of kindness needed in a community? How is this particular 
project going? What act is next on the list? In your writing, include a 
contrast between past projections and current assessments.	

• Write a three-minute commercial about your Random Acts of Kindness Project. 
Explain why acts of kindness are important in our world and how this project 
came to be. The narrative should be cohesive; telling one story detailing the 
project’s origins and purpose. Include reflections about change taking time and 
effort. Refer to acts you have already taken and what you hope to achieve with 
future acts. Spend each day this week practicing the commercial and editing it to 
make it as effective as possible.  

• Get video footage of your random acts of kindness. Interview recipients after the 
acts happened, asking them how they felt and if it was expected. Look at other 
videos on the Internet and how-to guides to learn how to edit videos and include 
the voiceover you prepared in the last section.  

• Using the Random Acts of Kindness footage and written narrative from previous 
activities, edit together the two-minute commercial.  
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6g6 Venn Diagram Chart 
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4g6 Character Profile Chart 
 
example 1           example 1 

          

 Trait 1     Trait 2  

          

example 2   Character   example 2 

        

        

            

            

            

example 1         example 1 

        

 Trait 3   Trait 4  

          

example 2       example 2 
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
 
Character 1 to Character 2 
 
 
 
 
Character 1 to Character 3 
 
 
 

1 

  
 
 
 

 

   
 Character 2 to Character 1 

 
 
 
 
 
Character 2 to Character 3 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

  

Character 3 to Character 1 
 
 
 
 
Character 3 to Character 2 
 
 
 

3 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
A Christmas Carol, Week 3  
 

	
 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 
 

 

Change Requires Effort Change is possible. Change requires three 
things: a vision, a plan, and effort. It requires changing bad habits to good 
habits. It requires effort even when I don’t feel like working. It requires 
taking one step at a time. 

 
What is a charwoman? 
 
What are bed-curtains? 
 
What is the origin of “And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them?” (p. 
73)  
 
What is the Total Abstinence Principle? 
 
Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 
 

gravely (63) encompass (64) cesspools (67) foul (67) wretched (67) 
plunder (69) loiter (70) bereft (71) beseech (72) merciless (73) 
intent (74) inexorable (76) tarry (76) worthy (77) intercedes (78) 
amends (79) blithe (82) exceeded (82) unanimity (84) infinitely (85) 
 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 
• mention the setting and main character 
• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 

 
Read Read the selection. 
 
Read p. 63-85 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 
 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 
• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 
Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 
 
Comparative Chart 

• Add to your comparative chart of the negative and positive things Scrooge says 
about and does to others.  Which is longer today? Would you say Scrooge has 
learned any lessons at this point in the story? What conclusions you have 
reached so far about Scrooge’s outlook? 

• What has Scrooge learned by the conclusion of the story?  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 
Sketch 
Create a detailed sketch of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. After completing your 
own, investigate other drawings and video images of it from the past. How did other 
people interpret the Dickens character? What do the images have in common? How do 
they vary? 

 
Advertisement 
Create a short advertisement for Mrs. Dilber, the laundress 
 
Sketch 
Create a sketch of Scrooge’s neglected gravestone. What does it look like? What is 
inscribed? Are there physical attributes that make it depressing? Draw a detailed picture 
of your Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come. What makes you believe this is your next 
reminder in life? Will it be positive or hard to receive?  
 
Sketching the Future 
Create a picture of your ideal future. What will your life look like 10, 20, or 30 years from 
now? 
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Discussion  
 
Key Questions p. 63-68 

1. Why doesn’t the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come speak? 
2. On one page, make a list of details from this chapter that are the most ominous. 

What are the settings or remarks that are most troubling or confusing to 
Scrooge?  

3. How do we normally speak of the dead? Do you think this was different in 19th 
century London? 

4. Who is the dead man everyone is talking about so callously? 
5. How is the mood of this chapter different from previous chapters? Solve 

Scrooge’s problem:  is change still possible? What needs to happen for change 
to be attained?   

6. What can Scrooge learn from listening to these conversations about a dead man 
no one really liked? 

7. What does the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come hope to teach Scrooge by 
showing him these scenes? 

 
Key Questions p. 68-73 

1. How have other events in the book increased the dramatic impact of this section? 
How does the sequencing of events build on one another to create a coherent 
whole?  

2. What techniques has Dickens used to create effective sequencing?  
3. What are the three most memorable scenes?  
4. Change requires effort. Does this scene depict what happens when someone 

does not try?  
5. Do you remember how Scrooge received his nephew’s feedback at the beginning 

of the book? Is there a contrast to how he is listening now?  
6. How do the people selling the dead man’s things justify their theft? 
7. Why is Scrooge afraid to reveal the dead man’s face? 
8. Who is the dead man? 
9. What does the stripped bed (bed-curtains and blankets missing) symbolize? 
10. What is the only emotion people have shown about the dead man’s death? 
11. Why is the man’s death a cause of celebration for Caroline and her husband? 
12. What modern event does the scene with Caroline (p. 72-3) and her husband 

remind you of? 
 
Key Questions p. 73-78 

1. Why does Scrooge want to see “tenderness connected with a death?” (p. 73) 
2. In one sitting, write the significance of the Bible quote Scrooge hears as he 

enters the Cratchit home. Why is this particular verse revealing?  
3. Is Scrooge a religious man? 
4. What are the emotions that the Cratchit family experiences in this passage? 
5. Is it easy to remain positive even in the face of tragedy? Is it a choice people 

make? 
6. Why does the spirit show Scrooge Tiny Tim’s death? 
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7. How does Scrooge respond to seeing his own grave and knowing he was the 
mysterious dead man? 

8. Does this revelation remind you of any other surprises in literature? 
9. Has Scrooge changed? 
10. Change requires effort. What effort will Scrooge have to put out in order to 

significantly change his future? 
11. Was this all a dream? 

 
Key Questions p. 79-85 

1. What is Scrooge’s initial reaction to waking up on Christmas morning? 
2. Why does Scrooge feel so overwhelmingly happy? How does he embody the 

change is possible statement?  
3. How do we know that Scrooge is a changed man? 
4. Change happens step by step. What were the key moments in previous timelines 

that led to the impact of this morning?  
5. Is the closing scene is an effective contrast to the opening scene?  Why or why 

not? 
6. What steps does Scrooge immediately take to change his future? 
7. What does the phrase “his own heart laughed” mean? What emotions does that 

sentence evoke for the reader?  
8. Why does Scrooge decide to spend Christmas with his nephew? 
9. Who do we traditionally spend the holidays with? 
10. What practical joke does Scrooge play on Bob Cratchit? 
11. Now that you’ve finished, does A Christmas Carol remind you of any other stories 

you’ve read/movies you’ve watched? How is the story tailored to different 
audiences?  

12. What modern-day stories/movies are based on A Christmas Carol? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 
	

Key Paragraph, p. 68  
“‘If he wanted to keep ‘em after he was dead, a wicked old screw,’ pursued the 

woman, ‘why wasn’t he natural in his lifetime? If he had been, he’d have had somebody 
to look after him when he was struck with Death, instead of lying gasping out his last 
there, alone by himself’” (p. 68). 

 
Writing Prompt 
     The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come shows Scrooge several conversations about a 
man who has recently passed away. None of the people speaking of the dead seem to 
be sorry he is gone, and he appears to have died alone and friendless. In two 
paragraphs, argue that the people who Scrooge is watching don’t really know 
him. They only know what they’ve heard of him. 
 Write an imaginary dialogue between two or more people (who are not 
family) talking about you when you aren’t around. 
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• You may choose to have your friends, family members, or acquaintances as your 
characters. 

• Be honest: what would they truly say about you behind your back? 
• Would they be complimentary or not? 
• Be sure to use quotation marks appropriately. 

	
Key Paragraph, p. 73  

“‘To whom will our debt be transferred?’ 
‘I don’t know. But before that time we shall be ready with the money; and even 

though we were not, it would be bad fortune, indeed to find so merciless a creditor in his 
successor. We may sleep tonight with light hearts, Caroline!’” (p. 73) 

 
Writing Prompt 
 In one page, make an argument: if you died today, what would people say 
about your character?  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 77  
 “Scrooge crept towards it, trembling as he went; and following the finger, read 
upon the stone of the neglected grave his own name, Ebenezer Scrooge” (p. 77). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come shows Scrooge the worst-case scenario.   
Imagine what your Ghost of Yet to Come might show you. After explaining your worst-
case scenario, create an argument showing what you could do, beginning today, 
to prevent such an end. 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 85 
 “Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny 
Tim, who did NOT die, he was a second father. He became as good a friend, as good a 
master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew, or any other good old city, town, 
or borough, in the good old world. Some people laughed to see the alteration in him, but 
he let them laugh and little heeded them; for he was wise enough to know that nothing 
ever happened on this globe, for good, at which some people did not have their fill of 
laughter in the outset; and knowing that such as these would be blind anyway, he 
thought it quite as well that they should wrinkle up their eyes in grins, as have the 
malady in less attractive forms. His own heart laughed: and that was quite enough for 
him” (p. 85). 
 
Writing Prompt 

In the end, Scrooge makes an effort to change his life. He takes several steps to 
become a better uncle, boss, man, and member of his community. Yesterday, you wrote 
about your worst-case scenario. Today, produce clear and coherent writing with an 
argument stating what you can do to make your Christmases yet to come better.  
 Remember: Change Requires Effort. Describe the changes you are going to 
make, and the effort you will put into attaining your goals. State whether or not you 
would like do-overs in life. What would you change with a second chance?  
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Close Close by extending the reading to your life and to the world. 
 
Service Learning Project 

• Invite friends or family members to watch your commercial. After playing it, lead a 
Question and Answer session explaining the project.  

• Think of friends that you could send the video to. Ask them to send you tools and 
footage of service projects they engage in. Think big – is it possible to create a 
library of examples and resources for service projects and good deeds? How do 
positive deeds ripple and inspire more good work? 

• Prepare two 5-minute speeches about why everyone should do random acts of 
kindness. Have one speech be for your friends and one speech for your family. 
What take-aways will you have in a talk to your peers? What changes would be 
made to your remarks so it would be relevant to family members? For example, 
are there things parents can do at work and kids can do in student groups like 
sports teams?  Do people of all ages need to experience kindness? 

• Answer the following questions: 
o How did the project go? 
o Was it successful? 
o How could it have been more successful? 
o What change were you able to make in your community? 
o How does completing this project make you feel? 
o How might the community see/treat you differently after the project? 
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2c12 Cubing Directions: Assembling the Cube 
 

  back 
 
fold 10th 
 
pull to the back 

  

 fold 1st top 
 
fold 9th 

fold 4th  

fold 3rd 
 
push behind 
front 

left side Front right side 
 

fold 6th 

 
push behind 
front 

 fold 2nd bottom 
 
fold 7th 

fold 5th  

  fold 8th 
 
pull to the back 

  

1.  Answer the question in each un-shaded box. 
2.  Cut out the cube on each dotted line – do not cut any solid lines. 
3.  Crease each solid line back to make it easier to fold. 
4.  Put a little paste, glue, double-sided tape, or a drafting dot on each shaded square. 

 Do not get paste or glue on the un-shaded squares. 
5.  Carefully fold the squares in the order specified, sticking squares to pasted surfaces 

underneath as you go. 

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics	
www.scu.edu/character                                                                                         	©SCU 2015	

	

5c12 Cubing the Structure of a Text 
 
  Title/Author   

  Setting   

 Conflict Characters Plot 
 

 

  Theme   
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