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Character Based Literacy Program

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Responsibility Requires Action. Responsibility is the active side of morality: doing
what | should do, doing what | said | would do, doing what is best for everybody;
especially doing the one thing | should be doing right now.

What is a harvest season?

What/who is Don Quixote?

What is the significance of the Phoenix Rising?

What are rules for life? Research Thomas Jefferson’s rules.
Do you think different social classes have different social rules? Explain.

What is Immigration (the government agency) and what is its purpose? Research
Immigration Enforcement.

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

draped — 1 arbors — 1 scythe — 4 capricious — 13 propriety - 13

cordial — 26 indignation — 30 | pretentious — 33 | pungent — 38 pervaded - 38

scurried — 41 silhouetted — 41 | salvage — 43 discreetly — 49 waif - 54

alms — 66 undulating — 68 | valise — 69 monotonous — 72 | irritable — 73

demeanor — 82 | staccato — 93 untethered — 92 | monstrous — 94 bulging - 94
READ

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
e mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it

Read Read the selection.

Read pp. 1-99
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RESPOND
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline
e First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
e Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It

would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

Map
Create a map of story locations to track locations in the novel, and as you read about
locations post them to your map. Locate Aguascalientes, Mexico.

Locate and draw on the map where Abuelita will be staying at the convent. What is the
route Esperanza and her mama are taking?

Add Zacatecas to the map.

Add Mexicali and the San Joaquin Valley to the ma. Add the countries that the workers
are originally from.

EXPLORE
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

Open Mind Portrait
Open Mind Portrait of Esperanza.

Materials:

Open Mind Portrait diagram (next page).

Large piece of stiff paper, like 11x17 oak tag

Paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks

Pencils, pens, crayons, markers

Construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired
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Step One: Create a large head shot of the character

1. Imagine what you think the character looks like from the descriptions in
the text as well as your imagination. You can make a list of these
details to help you draw the character, if you wish.

2. Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and
face? from the shoulders up? from the waist up? the whole person?
You might want to include at least the shoulders to include some
clothing details. You might want to show the size differences between
characters.

3. Draw the characters head shot including the face on the large piece of
paper. You could also cut the paper to form the head.

4. lllustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper or whatever will
make the character colorful.

Step Two: Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait

1. Cut cartoon bubbles out.

2. What do you think Esperanza is thinking and feeling as she hears the
sound of the earth? Spends time with her father? Learns of his death?
Add 3-5 things Esperanza thinks, or says to herself, on each bubble.

3. Put the bubbles up around the portrait.

4. Keep the portrait in your folder. You will add to the portrait later.

Open Mind Portrait - 1

Create a portrait of Esperanza. What do you think she is thinking and feeling as she
hears the sound of the earth? Spends time with her father? Learns of his death?
Add 3-5 thoughts to your portrait.

Open Mind Portrait — 2

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she mourns the
loss of her father? Remembers various details? Sees her uncles taking over for him? As
she talks to Miguel? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Setting Chart
Based on the reading from day one and today, create a setting chart for the first section
of the novel and use it to sketch a visual representation of the novel so far.

Open Mind Portrait - 3

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she watches her
home burn? As her mother agrees to marry her uncle? As she is given clothes for the
poor? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.
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Rule Poster

Esperanza notices that Mama's rules changed since they boarded the train.

Create a list of rules that you think would be fair for all people, including you to live by.
List 5-10 rules. On the back give one reason that rule is applicable and needed.
Decorate your rules and post them.

Open Mind Portrait - 4

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she leaves the
ranch? She has to travel in the wagon and in the cattle car? What are her thoughts as
she sees the social rules change for her and her mother?

CUBE 5W’s and H
Create a cube, which addresses the 5 W’s, and H. You can use the cube to write a
summary of the chapter. Hang the cube as a mobile when it is complete

Open Mind Portrait - 5

Add to your portrait for Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as they pass
through immigration? As they meet Alfonso’s family (especially Isabela)? And drive to
the work camp. Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Discussion

Key Questions — Day 1

1. Where does Esperanza live and what does her family do? How are being a
landowner and rancher considered negative to those around?

2. How is Esperanza’s life different than the life of the villagers? What does her
father do for his workers?

3. lIs it appropriate for Esperanza to learn to love the land? Do you think she will
ever be allowed to work the land/ranch?

4. What are Esperanza’s goals and focus at this time in her life? Should she desire
to have and be more than she wants? Based on your knowledge so far do you
think she will be able to seek more education after high school?

5. How old is Esperanza when her father is killed?

6. What happened that caused Esperanza to have a premonition?

7. Why was Esperanza looking forward to the time after the harvest? What does
she anticipate?

8. Why did Papa ask her to meet him in the Rose Garden?

Key Questions — Day 2

1. How did people pay their respects after Esperanza’s father died? Is that
customary for most people? Why do people bring food? What do you do in your
family if someone dies?

2. Why is there a certain length of time that is for mourning? Do people mourn
differently? Is it fair to place a timeline on how to grieve? Explain.

3. What did the uncles want to do? Are they compassionate? What should they do
in this situation?
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4.

Does Mama have the ability to keep the ranch and the workers? How would
basic education have helped her in this situation? What does she need to know
now to keep the ranch and move forward?

What do they mean when they talk of corruption? Who has the influence? How
will others make decisions as it relates to Esperanza and her mother?

What does Miguel refer to when he says, “You were right Esperanza we stand on
different sides of the river”? Would you ever want to be judged based on your zip
code? How does this affect both Miguel and Esperanza?

Key Questions — Day 3

1.

What is imagery? How does the author describe the fire and the feelings it
brought up? Do you think this was good use of imagery? Reread pages 39-40 for
reference.

What is irony? Do you think it is ironic that Esperanza is sleeping with the
servants and wearing clothes for the poor after she told Miguel they live on
opposite sides of the river? Explain.

Why do you think Mama told Tio Luis that she would consider his marriage
proposal? What does he intend to do to Esperanza? Why does Mama request
the wagon and that the land be replanted immediately? What is her plan.

Why must they leave Abuelita? Where will she go? What role do nuns and the
church play in maintaining documents?

How did Esperanza feel when she left? How has her role changed since the
beginning of the novel?

Key Questions — Day 4

1.

2.

i

How are the titles of the chapters related to what happens in that specific
chapter? What is the significance of this chapter’s title?

How does Esperanza escape? How do Mama and Hortensia help take
Esperanza’s mind off of her tight quarters? What role does Hortensia play in
Esperanza’s life?

What's your reaction to Esperanza’s reaction to the beggar girl who wanted to
hold her doll? Why did she want to keep that doll prized? Was it responsible for
her to bring it out in the first place?

Where does Miguel want to work? How does he feel about Esperanza’s papa?
What does Esperanza realize about the influence her father had on others? How
is that type of influence important to others? Have you ever had a person like
Papa to influence you? Explain.

Key Questions — Day 5

1.

2.

3.

How did Esperanza’s mama deal with the immigration officer? Why did his
attitude change when she was direct with him?

At each stop Alfonzo and Miguel leave the train with a package, what do you
think is in the package? What are they trying to do?

How are Esperanza and Isabela’s life different? Why is Isabela excited about
school? Do you think Esperanza has taken too much for granted?
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4. Esperanza lies down to listen to the earth. What is she trying to accomplish?
Why can’t she hear it? How is connecting with the earth going to connect her with
her father?

5. Why do you think Marta is so rude to Esperanza? Does Esperanza deserve it?

Is it Anza’s fault how she was raised? Do you think she will ever be judged for
who is she or always for who she was?

6. Besides people from Mexico, what other countries are the workers from?

7. What do the conditions seem like at the camp according to Marta and Isabel?

EXTEND

Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.

Key Paragraph, p. 7

“After their Qunicenaeras, they would be old enough to be courted, marry and
become /as patrons, the heads of their households, rising to the positions of their
mothers before them” (p. 7).

Writing Prompt

Do you think that Esperanza is limiting herself? At this point in her life she wants
nothing more than to marry and be the head of a household. What other options is she
missing? Although this is a noble cause do you think she should make that decision
without having more life knowledge or a skill herself? Did you imagine what you wanted
your life to be like at 137 How was it different?

Write a one-paragraph narrative in which you describe a real or imagined
event. Pretend you planning or having your Quincenera or 15" birthday. Write a
narrative in which you describe the event. Engage your reader by establishing
context and point of view. Introduce your characters. Organize a sequence of
events that unfolds logically. Use narrative techniques such as dialog, pacing,
and description to develop experience, events, and characters. Use a variety of
transition words. Use precise words and phrases to convey detail and imagery.
Provide a conclusion that follows form and reflects on the narrated experiences.

Key Paragraph, p. 25
“Her face crumbled, ‘Sefior,” she said, choking back tears. ‘Have you not
heard?...my papa is dead” (p. 25).

Writing Prompt

Think about a time (real or imagined) you had to convey or receive bad news. It
could have been about a friend, family member, pet, school, or job. What was that
experience like for you?

Write a narrative paragraph or two designed to detail to your reader how
this event affected you and the other person. Engage and orientate your reader
by establishing a context and point of view, and introduce the narrator and or
characters. Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. Use
narrative techniques such as dialog, pacing, and description to develop the
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experience, event, and characters. Provide a conclusion that follows form and
reflects on the narrated events.

STEP 1: Autobiography/personal narrative:
e The goal of this unit is for you to write a personal narrative about a specific event
in your life.
e Think of a memorable experience that happened over a short period of time.

Key Paragraph, p. 50

“Esperanza, do you remember the story of the phoenix, the lovely bird that is
reborn from its own ashes?’ Esperanza nodded. Abuelita had read it to her many times
from a book of myths. ‘We are like the phoenix, rising again, with a new life ahead of
us” (p. 50).

Writing Prompt

In what way is Esperanza’s family like the Phoenix? Why do they have to move?
What happened to their house and land? What awaits them? How do Mama’s actions
show responsibility for her family and her friends? Have you ever had to start over in
your life or in a new situation?

Write a one-paragraph narrative in which you describe a situation that
occurred in your life that forced you to start over (real or imagined), it could be a
new school, new job, and a fight with a family member. Introduce the situation.
Introduce the characters and context. Organize the events so they unfold
naturally and logically. Use description to detail the events and the situation. Use
sensory language and detail to convey your experience from the event. Provide a
conclusion that reflects on the narrated experience.

STEP 2:
e Fill out a 5W’s chart to help you collect your details.
Chart attached below. Use this cube to assist you in your rough draft.

Key Paragraph, p. 76

‘Carmen smiled. ‘I am poor, but I am rich. | have my children, | have a garden
with roses, and | have my faith and the memories of those who have gone before me.
What more is there?” (p. 76)

Writing Prompt

Respond to the above quote—what do you think of this idea of being thankful for
very simple things? What are you thankful for in your life? Do you think if more people
were appreciative of what they had, instead of focused on what they didn’t have, people
would find life more satisfying?

Write a one-paragraph narrative in which you detail the important riches,
people, or experiences in your life. Engage your reader and establish context and
point of view. Use techniques such as detail and description to develop the
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experience. Use precise words and phrases to give relevant details and convey
sequence. Provide a conclusion that follows form and reflects on the narrated
experience.

STEP 3: Finish rough draft and review effective traits
e Use this first personal narrative of the year think about the traits of effective
writing.
e This initial writing activity provides you with an opportunity to slow things down
and take a closer look at what makes good writing.
e The object here is to focus on the process of revision- not just the product, or
getting it turned it.

Key Paragraph, p. 97
“‘Esperanza started back at Marta, unblinking. What had she done to deserve this
girl's insults? Through gritted teeth she said. “You know nothing about my papa. He was

a good man, kind man who gave much of his property to his servants™ (p. 97).

Writing Prompt

Have you ever been in a situation where regardless of how hard you tried, you
could do or say nothing right to another person?

Write two narrative paragraphs in which you describe the situation. Who
was involved? What was the context of the moment? Engage and orient the
reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences
and events. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated
experiences or events.

STEP 4: Revising->Focus on Organization
e Today, take a closer look at how you have organized your paper. Jot down how
you decided to tell your story. Did you start at the beginning and go to the end?
Did you start with the ending and then cut to the beginning? When writing
creatively, an author has choices to make. The choices he or she makes impact
the reader’s experience.
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Open Mind Portrait
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196 Setting Chart

Where

When

Time

Weather
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Character Based Literacy Program

PREPARE

._Inllg

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Responsibility Requires Action. Responsibility is the active side of morality: doing
what | should do, doing what | said | would do, doing what is best for everybody;
especially doing the one thing | should be doing right now.

Who is Cinderella?

Who is Our Lady of Guadalupe and what is her significance?

What is Valley Fever?

What is depression?

What is humanity?

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

cringed — 101 bestowed — 104 | debris — 110 accosting — 114 | assured — 116
grotto — 123 trellis — 124 taunting— 126 | hull - 128 litter (kittens) —
131
atrocious — 141 | scorched — 141 | peculiar — 146 | contagious — immunized —
156 156
intent — 160 skeins — 161 listless — 161 determined — trance — 163
161
taut — 180 susceptible — hesitated — 183 | indignation — reluctant — 191
183 188

READ

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
e mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it
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Read Read the selection.

Read pp. 100-198
RESPOND

Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline

° First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
. Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with
these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

Map
Add locations to the map
Create a map of camp as it is described in the writing.

Add Bakersfield to the map.

Add to the map every day.
EXPLORE

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

Open Mind Portrait — 6

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she has to admit
she does not know how to work? As she is laughed at? As she has to share a cabin?
Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Setting Chart

Create a setting chart for today’s reading.

Use the chart to sketch or create a visual representation of Esperanza’s new home.
Hang this chart and sketch next to the setting chart you did on day 2 of the lesson.

Open Mind Portrait - 7

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she sees the
roses and the shrine? Goes to the party? And hears Marta talk about the strike? Add 3-
5 new thoughts to your portrait.
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Poster/Collage
Draw how you picture the setting of the book or use pictures from magazines and
newspapers to create a collage that represents the setting of the novel.

Dialogue journal
Ask characters questions and then record answers you think they would reply with.
What are you curious to know?

Open Mind Portrait - 8

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling the first time she
watched the babies? As she learned to cook, clean, and care for the kids? As she saw
her mama get ill? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Setting Chart
Complete a setting chart for today’s reading.
Once complete use it to write a descriptive paragraph.

Venn Diagram

Create a Venn Diagram comparing Esperanza’s life in Mexico to her life now that her
mother is ill.

Use the diagram to write a compare and contrast essay.

Storyboard the chapter
Choose 5-6 main events from today’s reading.
Choose the key elements and visually represent them.

Open Mind Portrait - 9

Add to your portrait for Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she remembers
Christmases of the past? Seeing her mama? And when she realizes that Isabel has
nothing and is really happy. Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Open Mind Portrait - 10

Add to your portrait of Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she learns her
mama is sicker? As she sees the conditions of the striker's camp? As she tells Marta
she feels for the workers but needs to care for her mama? Add 3-5 new thoughts to
your portrait.

Sketch

Read page 193 and 194 sketch the scene at the strikers’ camp based on the
descriptions in the novel.
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Discussion

Key Questions — Day 6

1.

2.

3.

Why is Esperanza upset when they arrive at camp? What does she realize when
she sees the children run to greet their fathers?

Why do Esperanza and her mother have to share a cabin? Why can’t women
work in camps without a man?

Mama is making a choice to be happy. How is happiness a harder choice to
make than being miserable? Who would you rather be around a positive person
or someone who is negative?

. What is your impression of the text? Do you like how the author writes? Are the

characters believable?

Esperanza is given a job and realizes she does not know how to work. Do you
know what it means to work? What is the hardest job you have ever had to do?
What is the value in hard work? What does doing hard tasks teach you?
Esperanza asks Isabela for help to learn how to do her tasks. What attribute
does this impress upon you? Why is it really difficult to realize you need help and
then to ask for it?

Key Questions — Day 7

1.

Why was Esperanza surprised that Mama knew how to cook? Do you think she
knew and didn’t do it or had to learn quickly when they got to the camp? Why it is
important that all people know how to cook at least basic items?

. Had you guessed what Miguel and Alfonso were hiding? Why is it significant that

the roses are saved? How is Esperanza’s rose symbolic?

Why did Esperanza make sure she was the one helping Hortensia with water for
her bath?

Esperanza is self-conscious and does not want to go to the party. Isabel tells her
to, “get over it and face people” and if people tease you to just laugh. Do you
think that is good advice? What would you advise her to do?

Marta comes with her friends and talks of a strike. They want all workers to strike
and stop picking but the workers know that if they do, someone else will be there
to work for lower wages. Who do you agree with? Marta and her friends for
wanting more for the community? Or with the families who just want to feed their
children and live? Explain.

“We come to the country to work, to take care of our families, to become citizens”
if this is the goal of the workers do they have a right to ask for more from their
companies?

Mama admits that she misses her dresses. Why are they significant? If you had
to leave your life and your belongings behind, what would you miss most?

Key Questions — Day 8

1.

What was Esperanza’s experience of taking care of the babies? Would you leave
your children with Esperanza? What are the choices for childcare? How does her
ability to care for the kids and home impact the others?
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How does the weather impact the workers, the crops, and the families? What
happens if they do not work?

What is the impact of going to the doctor? Why did mama wait so long for
treatment? Do you think she would have gotten as ill if she had seen a doctor?
How did Mama get sick?

Do you think there is a benefit to the crop owners to have a doctor that checks in
with the workers? Explain.

What social impact do unhealthy (unimmunized) migrant workers have on an
existing population? Explain.

What policies should be in place to assist? How are those polices paid for?
Can you have inexpensive and readily available produce and food and a strong
social system in place for the workers?

Key Questions — Day 9

1.

2.

©

How does working on Abuelita’s blanket help Anza’s spirits? How does the
‘mountain and valley” pattern of the blanket represent phases of life? Explain.
What significance is there that women of the camp have all contributed yarn to
the blanket? What does that represent? How does weaving a hair in with the yarn
represent love?

How was getting sick to overwhelming for Mama? Where does she need to get
her strength from now?

. Esperanza has made a plan to go to work to help with money. Do you think these

are plans teens should be making? How will her desire to help her mama, help
her find strength?

How does Esperanza take her cues from Hortensia and Josefina? What happens
when workers do well on one project? Does this system reward hard work and
skill? Do you think this system is fair?

What does Esperanza remember about Christmases past? Why is this
significant?

“Isabel had nothing, but she also had everything.” What does this statement
refer to? Is it possible to have nothing and everything at the same time? Which
would you rather have? Who would you rather be around the person with nothing
who is happy or the person with everything who is sad? Explain?

What are you noticing about how she is assimilating to life at the camp?

What did Esperanza leave for her mama? What are her wishes? Do you think her
commitment is a good enough gift?

Key Questions — Day 10

1.

2.

What helps Esperanza’s hands? What basic household items or foods can be
used to cure or care of basic health issues?

Why can’t Mama have visitors? What does Esperanza do to help her feel better?
Do you think basic care and touch helps? What happens to Esperanza when she
cannot see her mama?
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3. Why do they shop at the Japanese Market? What are the conditions like outside
the camp? How does Esperanza describe herself in the camp? What literary
device does the author use? Is it effective? Page 188

4. How is the striker camp different than the one Esperanza lives in? Why are they
banished? What warning does Marta give?

5. What does Esperanza do when she sees the man and children? Can she be
compassionate and not want to strike?

6. The striker’s want better conditions why doesn’t everyone agree with the
method? Describe the difference between Esperanza’s need to make money and
her want for better conditions. Can she have both at this moment in time? What
about her future?

7. What happened to Miguel? How is one person’s misfortune another person’s
fortune?

EXTEND

Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.

Key Paragraph, p. 120

“lsabela, | will tell you about how | used to live. About parties and private school
and beautiful dresses. | will even show you the beautiful doll may papa bought for me, if
you will teach me how to pin diapers, wash, and. . .” (p. 120).

Writing Prompt

Esperanza has to ask for help to be able to assist her mama and family in the
camp. It is really hard asking for help and sometimes we avoid it. Think of a time you
needed to ask for help and you didn’t or you asked for help from someone.

Write a one paragraph narrative in which you describe the situation and
who was involved.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. Use a
variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one frame to another. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey
experiences and events. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on
the narrated experiences or events.

STEP 5: Revision and word choice
e Take a pencil and circle all the verbs in your paper.
e Then, go back and think about how you could make some of your choices more
specific and colorful.
e Remember to use the thesaurus as necessary.
e After you have gone through and revised your verbs, do the same thing with
nouns.
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Key Paragraph, pp. 123-124
“After the fire, my father and | dug down to the roots. Many were still healthy. We
carried the cuttings from Aquascalientes. And that's why we had to keep them wet. We

think they will grow. In time, we will see how many bloom™ (pp. 123—-124).

Writing Prompt

Thing of the thoughtfulness and symbolism of this gesture. In what way did
Miguel take responsibility for someone else’s feelings? Explain the symbolism of putting
a trellis near Esperanza’s rose- bush so “it can climb.” Think of a time that someone did
a small gesture for you or you did a small gesture for someone else that made a lasting
and significant impact.

Write a narrative paragraph in which you describe the event. Engage and
orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one frame to
another. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences
or events.

STEP 6: Revision with modifiers (specifically adverbs today)
e Take alook at your paper. By now you have added more colorful verbs.
e Circle any adverbs you already have in your paper.
e Can you revise any of these to make your writing clearer to your reader?
e Now go back and ask yourself if there are any additional adverbs you would like
to add.
e Make those changes.

Key Paragraph, p. 139

“Esperanza struggled to carry both babies back to the cabin. Thank goodness
Isabel had already helped her feed and dress them. She settled them on a blanket on
the floor with some tin cups and wood blocks, then put the beans into a big pot on the
stove...’l wish Abuelita could see me, she thought. She would be proud” (p. 139).

Writing Prompt

In what way is Esperanza rising to the occasion? How is she handling her new
responsibilities? How do you know she is being responsible even though she gave the
babies raw plums and let the beans burn? Why do you think she believes Abuelita
would be proud? What are your responsibilities where you live?

Write a one-paragraph narrative in which you describe a time in your life
(real or imagined) that you had the opportunity to rise to an occasion. Engage
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and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally
and logically. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. Use a variety of
transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from
one frame to another. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive
details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and
events. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated
experiences or events.

STEP 7: Revision with modifiers (specifically adjectives today)
e Look at your paper. You have added more specific nouns.
e Circle any adjectives you already have in your paper.
e Can you revise any of these to make your writing clearer to your reader?
e Now go back and ask yourself if there are any additional adjectives you would
like to add.
e Make those changes/additions.

Key Paragraph, p. 164

“l have to do something,’ said Esperanza, holding back tears. Hortensia put her
arm around Esperanza.
‘Don’t worry,” she said. “The doctors and nurses know what she needs and we will take

care of one another” (p. 164).

Writing Prompt

Reread the theme responsibility requires action. Esperanza has been steadily
becoming more and more responsible. She has taken care of the babies and is now
taking care of Mama. Do you like her better as a character now or before she took on
additional responsibilities?

Think of a time you slowly or gradually became more responsible. It may be at
home, school, work, or in a volunteer position. Write a narrative paragraph in which
you engage your reader. Describe the situation, your characters, and what you
were like. Organize your writing to share your story as it unfolds logically and
naturally. Give details that support your experience and your characters. Provide
a conclusion follows form, supports and reflects on your experience.

STEP 8: Revision and voice

e Think of a song or singer that you think has a strong voice in his or her music.

e How would you describe that voice?

e You have the same thing. You are a unique individual with your own voice.

e Share your writing with someone who knows you and your voice, either a peer,
sibling, aide, or parent. Ask them if you think your writing sounds like YOU.
What could you add to make it sound more like you?

e Make revisions as necessary.
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Key Paragraph, p. 197
“What's the occasion?’ Asked Esperanza.

‘| got a job in the machine shop at the railroad™ (p. 197).

Writing Prompt

Miguel is finally getting close to realizing his dream. He knows the situation is
temporary but if he does well he may get hired permanently.

Think of a time, real or imagined that you realized a dream or a goal was
coming to fruition. Write a one-paragraph narrative in which you introduce the
scene, context, and characters. Introduce the narrator and the characters. Write a
dialog with two or three of the characters in which you share your news. Who was
involved, what was said? Be detailed Provide a conclusion that follows from and
reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

STEP 9: Revision and dialogue
e Add at least 1 series of dialogue to your story.
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Where
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Character Based Literacy Program

PREPARE

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing.

Responsibility Requires Action. Responsibility is the active side of morality: doing
what | should do, doing what | said | would do, doing what is best for everybody;
especially doing the one thing | should be doing right now.

What are picket lines? What does it mean to cross a picket line?

What is the May Day Festival?

What do birthday songs signify? What does your family do to celebrate
birthdays? How do different cultures celebrate?

Research the Mexican Repatriation.

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall.

slogans — 199 menacing — 200 lugs — 201 despondent — 207 | anguish — 208
grotto — 214 posy — 214 alyssum — 214 devoutly — 215 relapse — 229
marveled — 234 | bushels — 235 mottled — 235 tangy — 235 obsessed — 244
inspiration — 255 | desperate — 255 existence — 255 | recollections — 256 | prominent — 256

READ

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day.

Start at the beginning and review the story so far
e mention the setting and main character
e point to each timeline item as you quickly review it

Read Read the selection.

Read pp. 199-262

RESPOND

Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline.

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline
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° First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why
. Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with
these.

Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages. It

would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything
at the last minute before your next appointment.

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go?

Map
Add locations to the map based on readings.

Add the hospital in Bakersfield to your map.

Add the bus station in Bakersfield to the map.

EXPLORE
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity.

Open Mind Portrait — 11

Add to your portrait for Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she is treated
poorly by the strikers? As she sees immigration? When she helps Marta? Add 3-5 new
thoughts to your portrait.

Poster/T Chart

Based on today’s reading create a poster/ T-Chart that visually represents what the
strikers are asking for. On the other side of the chart visually represent what would
happen to pay for their demands. Who beside the growers are affected? How?

Plot Profile Chart

Create a Plot Profile Chart. For the top 3-4 events of this chapter. Choose 3-4 events
that you consider the most significant. Write them on the bottom of the chart.

Rate them on a scale of 1-10 based on their intensity. You will complete the Profile Plot
Chart on day 13 of the reading.

Open Mind Portrait - 12

Add to your portrait for Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling when she realizes
she is a second-class citizen, after she fights with Miguel, and when her Mama comes
home? Add 3-5 new thoughts to your portrait.

Plot Profile Chart
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Complete your profile plot chart. Chose events that are significant to today’s reading.
Rate them on a scale of 1-10 based on their intensity. Use the chart to write a summary
of today’s reading.

Open Mind Portrait — 13

Add to your portrait for Esperanza. What is she thinking and feeling as she sees
Abuelita? As she goes to the foothills to hear the earth? As she celebrates another
birthday? Add 3-4 new thoughts to your portrait.

Open Mind Portrait — 14

Complete your portrait. What is Esperanza thinking and feeling as she sees how her
hard work has created a life for many of her children and grandchildren? Focus on the
hopes, dreams, and accomplishments of her family.

Discussion

Key Questions — Day 11

1. Were you surprised by some of the strikers’ tactic?

2. Do the strikers have a right to strike? Do the workers have a right to work? How

can both sides get their needs met without hurting others?

3. Esperanza knows that they won't listen to her because she does not share their
opinion? How can people balance their need to voice their opinion at the same
time respecting other people’s right to disagree?

What does the statement, “agree to disagree” mean to you?

What happens to wages as more workers flood the fields to “cross the picket

lines™?

6. Did Esperanza’s actions of helping Marta shocking to you?

7. How does the process of voluntary deportation work? Should workers who are
not here legally be deported if they cause issues in their host country? Explain.

8. Should citizens of the host country who are willing to work in the fields be allowed
to have those jobs first?

9. Have you ever seen a picket line?

10.What social or work issues can you list have been addressed by striking and
pickets?

i

Key Questions — Day 12

1. What is the May Day festival at Isabel’s school? Why is being the queen
important to her? Why didn’t she get chosen? How can a contest based truly on
merit be handled fairly? How should the school choose kids? Write a plan.

2. What happened to Miguel? Do you think he should have spoken up or should
have gone to work in the ditch? What would you have done in that situation?
Does having a job that pays you something better than no work at all? Can he
afford to be idealistic?

3. Why did Miguel and Isabel fight? Who do you think is right in this conflict?
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5.
6.

Esperanza gave Isabel her doll. Why was it important for her to give her
something she could cherish? Why is this gift significant? What does it show
about Esperanza’s character?

How does the family prepare for Mama’s arrival?

Why did Miguel take Esperanza’s money?

Key Questions - Day 13

1.

wn

Esperanza asks, “How are we going to pack all of this fruit?” One piece at a time.
Josefina replies. Why is her response wise? Have you ever had a task that
seemed overwhelming and it got done one-step at a time. Explain.

Where did Miguel go? What was the purpose of his journey?

How did he rescue Abuelita? What symbols did Abuelita have to know if things
were good or bad for Esperanza and her mama?

What had happened after Esperanza and Mama had escaped? How had
Abuelita’s life changed?

Why was it significant that Esperanza completed the blanket in front of Abuelita?
How does she describe the valleys and hills as she tells her story?

Why does Esperanza return to the foothills? How is this time different? How does
this act connect her to her father?

Esperanza celebrates another birthday. Although they have lost their wealth,
what has Esperanza gained in the last year? Do you think she has become a
better person? Explain.

Abuelita and Esperanza start to teach Isabel to crochet. Esperanza rips her
stitches out and says, “Don’t be afraid to start over?” Why is this statement so
powerful?

Key Questions — Day 14

1.

2.

o0k

Why is it significant that Esperanza told the author stories of hard work and
dedication before sharing her life of wealth?

Why is it significant that her family remained loyal to the growers? Were all
growers bad?

What was the purpose of the deportations? Does the government have an
obligation to citizens before visitors? Explain?

How could the government have handled things more ethically?

How to United State immigration policies differ from Mexico’s? Be very specific.
How did this story of survival engrain a deep-rooted desire for the family to hope,
dream, and succeed?

EXTEND

Write write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme.
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Key Paragraph, p. 212

“Laundry waved on the clothesline. Plates with rice and beans sat on crates and
swarmed with busy flies. Shoes were lined up in front of tents, as it waiting for someone
to step into them. The breeze picked up loose newspapers and floated them across the
field. It was quiet and desolate, except for the goat still tied to the tree, bleating for
freedom” (p. 212)

Writing Prompt

The author does an amazing job describing the setting as it changes from scene
to scene. What impression do you get of the strike? The shed? The camp? And now,
the abandoned strikers’ homes? Notice her word choice.

Write a narrative about a moment in your that you noticed something either
significant or insignificant (the sunrise, the sky, someone you passed in a store,
etc.). Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically. Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey
experiences and events. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on
the narrated experiences or events. In today’s writing focus mostly on the
descriptive language.

STEP 10: Revision and reflections
e Add reflections where you see appropriate.

Key Paragraph, p. 227

“l want you to have something that will last more than one day,’ said Esperanza.
She lifted the doll from the valise and handed it to Isabel. ‘To keep as your own’ (p.
227).

Writing Prompt

What kind of role model has Esperanza become for Isabel? What impact do you
think giving the doll to Isabel had on her sense of self? Have you ever given something
to someone that was meaningful to you? What feelings accompany such gifts?

Write a narrative about a moment in your life that you were the recipient of
a special gift or you gave someone a special gift (real or imagined). Engage your
reader by establishing a context and point of view. Introduce the narrator and the
characters. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of
view and organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. Use
narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters. Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one frame to
another. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences
or events.
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STEP 11: Revision and sentence style
e Vary your sentence length and structure.
e Examine transitions.
e Are your sentences easy to hear/listen to?
e Make appropriate revisions.

Key Paragraph, pp. 234-235

“A few weeks later, Esperanza stood on the shed dock in the morning and
marveled at the peaches, plums, and nectarines that poured into the shed.
‘How will we ever sort them all?’ she asked. Josefina laughed.

‘One piece at a time. It gets done’ (pp. 234-235).

Writing Prompt

How is this an analogy for life and through working through tough situations? In
what way is this similar to the crocheting that Anza also did?

Write a narrative about a moment in your life that you were tasked with
something that seemed overwhelming. Describe how you overcame the task and
were able to compete it, “one piece at a time”. Engage and orient the reader by
establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. Use
narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters. Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one frame to
another. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences
or events.

STEP 12: Editing and correct copy
e Correct punctuation, spelling, grammar and capitalization

Key Paragraph, p. 262
“Our accomplishments were her accomplishments. She wished the best for all of
us and rarely looked back on the difficulties of her own life” (p. 262).

Writing Prompt
How did grandmother’s ability to look forward make it possible for her family to do
the same? What happens if people are constantly looking back? Think about a time in
your life you were forced to look forward and plan and succeed instead of looking back.
Write a narrative in which you focus on the moment you decided to look
forward and work ahead. Who was involved? Organize your story so it unfolds
use narrative techniques to develop your characters. Use a variety of transition

Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics

©SCU 2017



words to convey sequence. Use precise words to convey sequence and events.
Provide a conclusion that follows form and reflects on the event.

STEP 13: Response checklist
e Use the checklist to guide any last edits to your paper.
e Word process final drafts.
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396 Plot Profile Chart
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