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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Outsiders, Week 1 

 
 

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right 
now. 

What is different about the 1960’s compared to now?  
 
What is a family? 
 
Why do we belong to groups? 
 
Why might someone close to you place high expectations on you?  How does 
that relate to responsibility?  Can you think of a person in your life who “expects” 
from you?  Why do you think that is?  Do you resent or appreciate this? 
 
When have you had to be totally responsible for another person?  
 
What was a 1950s or 60s movie theater like? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

reputation-11 suffocate-5 sympathetic-8 tension-12 unfathomable-10 

sagely-12 tough-12 lonesome-13 scholarship-16 bright-eyed-15 

incredulous-24 nonchalantly-25 hoodlum-23 scatterbrained-27 embarrass-21 

trembling-32 comical-32 rebellious-34 high-strung-33 half-crocked-35 

 

READ 
Review  Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

 mention the setting and main character 

 point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read  Read the selection. 

 
Read pp. 3-36 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 

 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

Theme Chart: 
 
Create a theme chart of Responsibility, one side representing responsible acts, the 
other side irresponsible acts (and perhaps the center for the grey areas).  Any time a 
responsible or irresponsible act is made by the characters in each day’s readings, the 
act(s) can be added to the chart on an index card or other creative means. 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

One Possible Activity:  
Create a Multiple-character chart:    

1. Divide a single sheet of blank paper (no holes, no lines) into 6 boxes. 
2. Choose 6 characters you have profiled and wish to analyze.  Fill the 

name of each character, a quick sketch, and 2-3 descriptive words. 

 Ponyboy p.3 

 Darry (oldest brother) p.6 

 Sodapop (second oldest brother) p. 7 

 Steve Randle p. 9 

 Two-Bit Mathews p. 9 

 Dally (Dallas Winston) p. 10 

 Johnny Cade  p. 11 
3. Circle/Highlight the main character of the 6.  Be able to explain his 

relationship thus far to each of the other character. 
 
 

Another Possible Activity:  
Cubing: A cube can be created to accompany this chart. Each character’s name for the 
chart can be placed on a side of the cube 
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Another Possible Activity:  
Open Mind Portrait: Create an open mind portrait of one of the following characters; 
take some ideas from your character interaction chart in the previous lesson.  What are 
the 3 different perspectives of what happened? Why are they different? What does your 
character think about Ponyboy's fight with the Socs? Why? 

 Soda 

 Darry 

 Ponyboy 
Materials: 

 large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11x17 oak tag 

 paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks 

 markers, crayons, pens, pencils, or paint 

 construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 
Step One: create a large head shot of the character 

1. Imagine what you think the character looks like from the descriptions in the 
text as well as your imagination.  You can make a list of these details to help 
you draw the character, if you wish.  

2. Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and face? 
From the shoulders up? From the waist up? The whole person?  You might 
want to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing details.  You 
might want to show the size differences between characters. 

3. Draw the characters head shot including the face on the large piece of paper.  
You could also cut the paper to form the head.   

4. Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper or whatever will make 
the character colorful. 

Step Two: place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait 
1. Cut cartoon bubbles out. 
2. Write things the character thinks, or says to himself, on each bubble. 
3. Put the bubbles up around the portrait. 

      Step Three: add bubbles as you learn new things about the character 
1. Read the story further and identify new things you have learned about the 

character, or ways the character has changed. 
2. Follow step 2 to create and place additional bubbles. 

 
Another possible activity: Cartoon 
On poster paper, draw a cartoon (graphic novel style would be ok) of Johnny’s attack by 
the Soc’s. Try to include emotions and feelings as well as what Ponyboy saw and heard. 
Include the Soc’s. Speculate and include their thoughts and feelings. 
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Discussion  

 
Key Questions- Day 2  

1. Ponyboy tells the story in the first person, as what type of literary style? 
2. The story involves a feud between two rival gangs: the Socs, and the Greasers. 

How would you describe each? 
3. What have we learned about Ponyboy so far? 
4. Why do you think Ponyboy was attacked? 
5. Where did the attack on Ponyboy take place?  If it was in a public place, do 

bystanders have a responsibility to the safety of one another? 
6. The gang protected Ponyboy. Was this responsible? 
7. Was it responsible of Ponyboy to put the gang in that position? 
8. When is the story taking place?  How are the teenagers the same and or different 

than today? 
9. What character can you relate to the most so far and why?  
10. Should he have been walking alone at night? What should have he done? 
11. If the story was told from the Soc’s perspective how it might differ? 

 
Key Questions – Day 3 

1. In the story, Ponyboy feels animosity towards his older brother. Why? Is this 
responsible of Ponyboy? 

2. What happened to Ponyboy in biology class that led him to relate to Pip in Great 
Expectations?  

3. Why does Soda try to help Ponyboy understand why Darry acts the way he 
does? 

4. What kind of a relationship does Soda and Ponyboy have other than being 
brothers? 

5. How does Ponyboy show his care for Soda? 
6. Do responsibilities vary with age? 
7. Today, what is the average 20 year old responsible for? 
8. Are Darry’s responsibilities typical for his age? 
9. How does having high expectations for someone show that you care? 
10. Who demonstrates the strongest bond in the story so far? 

 
Key Questions – Day 4  

1. Ponyboy was perturbed by Dally’s behavior at the theater. What did Dally do? 
Would you have felt perturbed? Why is this behavior responsible or not? 

2. Ponyboy also was impressed by Cherry’s response to Dally. What did she 
say/do? 

3. Why are Ponyboy and Johnny surprised that Cherry and Marcia are talking to 
them?   

4. What is the one rule, besides “Stick Together” that the Greasers follow? Examine 
this rule. Is this a responsible rule? 

5. Why might someone act nonchalantly?  
6.  Why does Ponyboy seem embarrassed?  
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7. How would you describe Two-Bit? What does his nickname imply? 
8. What could you infer will be the fate of Ponyboy and Cherry?  Why? 
9. How would you describe Ponyboy’s attitude toward Cherry at the end of today’s 

reading? 
 

Key Questions – Day 5 
1. Why do you think it was Johnny who was targeted for attack? Could he have 

done something differently? Was it partly his fault? 
2. Where do the characters spend a lot of their time? 
3. What do you think of Cherry and Marcia? Are they good people? 
4. How do they act responsibly and kindly to the greasers even though they are 

Soc’s? Why do they do that? 
5. What does traumatized mean?  What is an example of something that might 

leave someone traumatized? 
6. In your opinion, is emotional or physical trauma easier to heal from? 
7. How can someone overcome trauma? 

 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key Paragraph – Day 2 
“We’re poorer than the Socs and the middle class. I reckon we’re wilder, too. Not like 
the Socs, who jump greasers and wreck houses and throw beer blasts for kicks, and get 
editorials in the paper for being a public disgrace one day and an asset to society the 
next. Greasers are almost like hoods; we steal things and drive old souped-up cars and 
hold up gas stations and have a gang fight once in a while. I don’t mean I do things like 
that. Darry would kill me if I got into trouble with the police. Since Mom and Dad were 
killed in an auto wreck, the three of us get to stay together only as long as we behave. 
So Soda and I stay out of trouble as much as we can, and we’re careful not to get 
caught when we can’t. I only mean that most greasers do things like that, just like we 
wear our hair long and dress in blue jeans and T-shirts, or leave our shirttails out and 
wear leather jackets and tennis shoes or boots. I’m not saying that either Socs or 
greasers are better; that’s just the way things are.”  [p. 3] 
 
“Then there were shouts and the pounding of feet and the Socs jumped up and left me 
lying there, gasping. I lay there and wondered what in the world was happening -people 
were jumping over me and running by me and I was too dazed to figure it out. Then 
someone had me under the armpits and was hauling me to my feet. It was Darry.”  [p. 6] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to the Family 
Ponyboy describes in great detail several major people in his life.  The members of his 
family and friends are interconnected and to various degrees take responsibility for each 
other.   
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Write a narrative paragraph describing 3-4 major people in your life starting with the 
people who are most responsible for you or take responsibility of you. (Mom, brother, 
grandma, uncle, legal guardian, or teacher are just a few examples).How do they model 
responsibility for you? Provide specific examples of their acts of responsibility. Why do 
you think they take responsibility for you? 
 
Variations for Writing (as needed): 
Take a section of the timeline and write a summary of the story so far.  Or look at the 
story so far and write a narrative paragraph about what you think will happen next. 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 3 
“Darry didn’t deserve to work like an old man when he was only twenty. He had been a 
real popular guy in school; he was captain of the football team and he had been voted 
Boy of the Year. But we just didn’t have the money for him to go to college, even with 
the athletic scholarship he won. And now he didn’t have time between jobs to even think 
about college” [p. 16]  
 
“’A little,’” I lied. Soda threw one arm across my neck. He mumbled something drowsily. 
“’Listen, kiddo, when Darry hollers at you, he don’t mean nothin’. He’s just got more 
worries than somebody his age ought to. Don’t take him serious, you dig Pony? Don’t 
let him bug you. He’s really proud of you ‘cause you’re so brainy. It’s just because you’re 
the baby-I mean, he loves you a lot. Savvy?’”  [p. 17] 

 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to the Family 
Darry has tried to make sure that his brothers behave themselves, in part at least 
because: “Since Mom and Dad were killed in an auto wreck, the three of us get to stay 
together only as long as we behave.”  These orphans have a strong responsibility to 
themselves and each other. They must be responsible by obeying the law, and 
attending school in order to remain a family among themselves. Darry has taken on the 
role of parent to his younger brother; the most responsibility is on Darry shoulders. But, 
Soda and Ponyboy also have the responsibility to follow the rules that Darry has made. 
This must be done even though they identify as greasers and have adopted many of the 
behaviors of that gang.  
What kind of responsibility do you have within your family? Are you in a position of 
authority within your family structure? Because of your family’s rules, do you monitor 
your behavior to maintain a certain level of responsibility, in consideration of the 
expectations of all of your family members? What sorts of small things could you do to 
be more responsible? Write a narrative paragraph about your position in your family 
structure, and about what behaviors you are responsible for within your family. 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 4  
“I wouldn’t have felt so embarrassed if they had been greasy girls-I might even have 
helped old Dallas. But those two girls weren’t our kind. They were tuff-looking girls-
dressed sharp and really good looking. They looked about sixteen or seventeen. One 
had short dark hair, and the other had long red hair. The redhead was getting mad, or 
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scared. She sat up straight and she was chewing hard on her gum. The other one 
pretended not to hear Dally. Dally was getting impatient. He put his feet up on the back 
of the redhead’s chair, winked at me, and beat his own record for saying something 
dirty. She turned around and gave him a cool stare.”  [p. 21] 
 

Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to oneself and 
others may involve taking the risk to make new friends.  
In the chapter, Ponyboy became acquainted with two girls from the Soc group. 
Uncharacteristically, Ponyboy and Johnny were able to converse with relative ease with 
these girls. They took a big risk, though in doing so, they were breaking an unspoken 
rule that greasers are not to get involved with girls that are not of their social rank. What 
do you think was successful about Ponyboy’s and Johnny’s approach to these two girls 
that made their meeting a success? Were they acting in a responsible manner in the 
way that they treated these girls? In contrast, Dally’s behavior got him driven from the 
group.  
Write a narrative paragraph describing how you have approached someone who is 
relatively different from you (in appearance, age, and so on.) to form a friendship.  Using 
the characters from the story as examples, describe what works best (and perhaps not 
so well) in approaching and meeting new people? 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 5 

“Looks like Johnny forgot his jacket,” Steve said, slinging it over his shoulder to take it 
by Johnny’s house. Suddenly he stopped and examined it more carefully. There was a 
stain the color of rust across the collar. He looked at the ground. There were some more 
stains on the grass. He looked up and across the field with a stricken expression on his 
face. I think we all heard the low moan and saw the dark motionless hump on the other 
side of the lot at the same time. Soda reached him first. Johnny was lying face down on 
the ground. Soda turned him over gently, and I nearly got sick. Someone had beaten 
him badly.  [p. 32] 
 

Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to oneself and 
others may involve taking the risk to make new friends.  
In this section, the reader is confronted by the stark reality of the violence between the 
Soc gang and the greasers. Johnny is forever scarred by a violent outburst and 
Ponyboy lives with the memory. While talking with Cherry, Ponyboy hears that the Soc’s 
have their own problems and that life is not great for them either.  
Write a narrative paragraph describing what troubles both groups could have. Use a 
quote from the text if possible.  What sorts of problems do the Soc’s have? The 
Greasers? What sorts of things are the Soc’s poor in? How can these realizations bring 
the two groups together if they wanted to try? 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Outsiders, Week 2 

 
 

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right 
now. 

 
What was the significance of the Ford Mustang in the 1960s? 
 
What are spoken word poems?  
 
What does self-defense mean? If we are defending ourselves are we still being 

responsible? 

 

What is a runaway? 

 
What is the story of Gone with the Wind about? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

cunning-43 impersonally-38 madras-44 ornery-39 bitterly-42 

frustration-50 phony-46 rip-roarin-47 stammered-49 hollering-51 

apprehensive-59 bootlegging-58 contemptuously-
59 

unceasingly-56 ruefully-60 

unreasonable-61 gingerly-62 groggy-63 premonition-67 sermon-66 

gallant-76 imploringly-72 quavering-74 reluctantly-71 unreal-69 

 

READ 
Review  Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 
Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

 mention the setting and main character 

 point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
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Read Read the selection. 

 
Read pp. 37-76 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 

 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

Theme Chart: 
 
Add to the theme chart of Responsibility, one side representing responsible, the other 
side irresponsible acts (and perhaps the center for the grey).  Any time a responsible or 
irresponsible act is made by the characters in each day’s readings, the act(s) can be 
added to the board on an index card or other creative means. 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 
One Possible Activity: 
Create a compare and contrast chart noting the differences and similarities between the 
Greasers and the Socs 
Using a Venn diagram, use information you have read to fill in the things that are 
different about the two groups and what is similar. Are these people in these two groups 
really that different?  Why do they need to fight over these differences? Can these high 
school students control how they were brought up? 

Fill out the Venn Diagram Box 
1. Decide on 2 characters, or settings, or events, or other variables you wish to 

analyze in the story, chapter or segment you have read. Label each of the 2 
circles. 

2. Where the 2 circles overlap, write the way these two are alike. 
3. Where the circles are distinct, write down how each is different. 
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One possible activity:  
Create a spoken word poem, which can be a useful medium for expressing ourselves 
responsibly. For example, Ponyboy has many things going on at once: “I felt the tension 
growing inside me and I knew something had to happen or I would explode.” 
Step into Ponyboy’s shoes and create a short (5-10 line) spoken word poem.  
 
Another possible activity:  
Create an Open Mind Portrait of a Character(s): Ponyboy, Johnny, Soda or Darry 
If you have already done one use another one of the characters to create an open mind 
portrait. What are they thinking, why, how are their thoughts different? 
       Materials: 

 large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11x17 oak tag 

 paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks 

 markers, crayons, pens, pencils, or paint 

 construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 
Step One: create a large head shot of the character 

1. Imagine what you think the character looks like from the descriptions in the 
text as well as your imagination.  You can make a list of these details to help 
you draw the character, if you wish.  

2. Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and face? 
From the shoulders up? From the waist up? The whole person?  You might 
want to include at least the shoulders to include some clothing details.  You 
might want to show the size differences between characters. 

3. Draw the characters head shot including the face on the large piece of paper.  
You could also cut the paper to form the head.   

4. Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper or whatever will make 
the character colorful. 

Step Two: place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait 
1. Cut cartoon bubbles out. 
2. Write things the character thinks, or says to himself, on each bubble. 
3. Put the bubbles up around the portrait. 

Step Three: add bubbles as you learn new things about the character 
1. Read the story further and identify new things you have learned about the 

character, or ways the character has changed. 
2. Follow step 2 to create and place additional bubbles. 

Variations of this Open Mind Portrait 
1. You can use this process for any character in the story  
2. You can use bubbles for what the character says, thinks, or does.  
3. You could add bubbles for what the character learns, or ways the character 

changes, and use different colors for each. 
4. You could use different colors for the beginning, middle and end of the story.  

Remember in the beginning you are introduced to the setting, the characters 
and the problems they have.  In the middle you learn about the roadblocks to 
the characters solving their problems, and conflicts occur.  In the end of the 
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story those conflicts reach a peak and then resolve with a resolution of the 
character’s problems. 

5. You could use different colors for the phases you see in a story or the 
development of a particular character. 

6. Instead of using bubbles you could write the bubble contents on the back of 
the portrait.  You could use any of the variations above with color or print, or 
create columns or boxes for different categories or phases. 

7. You could literally open the head like a hinge and list the contents [as though 
they were escaping from the space] using any of these variations. 

8. You could make an Open Mind Portrait of yourself using any of the above 
variations. 

 
Another possible activity:  
Write a postcard to Johnny or Ponyboy. In this postcard explain to them or convince 
them they need to do the right thing. Go into details as to what the right thing is to do 
and the plan they should do to be responsible. How would you convince them to do the 
right thing?    
Use an index card either 3x5 or larger  
On one side draw and write something inspirational and convincing that would sooth 
Ponyboy and Johnny 
On the other side persuade them in writing to do the right and responsible thing and 
include a plan for them. 

 
Discussion  

 

Key Questions – Day 6 
1. Where are the main characters going in the beginning of the chapter? 
2. Why are the boys so concerned about the blue Mustang? 
3. What is one of the main conflicts in the story so far? 
4. Why are Ponyboy and his friends escorting the girls’ home? Is this responsible 

given the situation with the Soc’s? 
5. Ponyboy seems to be hitting it off with Cherry. How is he being respectful and 

responsible during his interactions with her? 
6. Is the author using formal or informal words?  How does this affect the tome of 

the story? 
7. Who do you think is the intended audience of the book? 

 
Key Questions – Day 7 

1. Why doesn’t Cherry want to spend the evening with Bob and his friend? 
2. Why does Darry slap Ponyboy? 
3. How does Ponyboy react? Is this acceptable? 
4. Where does Ponyboy fantasize being? Is this a responsible ideal given his family 

life? 
5. What role does Johnny play in the gang hierarchy? 
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6. Think of two characters you find the most different from each other, can you think 
of a similarity they have, something they share in common? 

7. What do you think Cherry’s parents would do if they say her with a Greaser? 
8. Do you see this group dynamic in today’s society between classes?  What other 

novels, stories, and movies have you seen that touches on differences in class, 
status, and conflict?  Why do you think it is a point of contention? 
 

Key Questions – Day 8 
1. What dramatic event occurs in the chapter that changes everything for Ponyboy 

and Johnny? 
2. Given the information, did Johnny do the responsible thing? What would you do 

differently? 
3. What do they decide to do about it? 
4. Who did they turn to? 
5. Is this a responsible idea? Who else would have been a good option to go to? 
6. How could they have avoided this situation? 
7. Does the use of a weapon change the severity of the act? 
8. What do you predict will happen next? 

 
Key Questions – Day 9 

1. Who gives them directions as to how to deal with the event? Is this a good idea? 
2. Where do they go to hide? 
3. Why do you think they choose this way of handling this crisis? 
4. Who knows about their hiding place event? Who doesn’t know?  
5. Is it responsible to tell who they told and not tell whom they don’t? 
6. Is fleeing responsible? 
7. What is the tone of today’s reading? 
8. What are possible thoughts of Ponyboy at this time?  Do they differ from 

Johnny’s? 
 
Key Questions – Day 10 

1. Where did Ponyboy and Johnny end up? 
2. What are your predictions as to what will happen next? 
3. Why does Ponyboy reflect on the incidents that have happened? 
4. What do you think Ponyboy learns from this lesson? 
5. How do Ponyboy and Johnny spend their time in hiding?  
6. Are they responsible to each other?  
7. What does Johnny learn from the book “Gone with the Wind?” 
8. Do you think Johnny and Ponyboy’s story is similar to “Gone with the Wind?” 
9. When Johnny tells Ponyboy to go home is that responsible? 
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EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 6 
“Johnny was breathing heavily and I noticed he was staring at the Soc’s hand. He was 
wearing three heavy rings. I looked quickly at Johnny, an idea dawning on me. I 
remembered that it was a blue Mustang that had pulled up beside the vacant lot and 
that Johnny’s face had been cut up by someone wearing rings.” [p. 44] 
  

“It ain’t fair!” I cried passionately. “It ain’t fair that we have all the rough breaks!” I didn’t 
know exactly what I meant, but I was thinking about Johnny’s father being a drunk and 
his mother a selfish slob…”I know” Two-Bit said with a good-natured grin, “the chips are 
always down when it’s our turn, but that’s the way things are. Like it or lump it.” [p. 43] 
 

Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: I am responsible for the actions I 
take, or I don’t take. 
Ponyboy is exasperated in chapter 3. On page 43 he is exasperated by the condition of 
his life, and by what he sees his friends go through: 
“It ain’t fair!” I cried passionately. “It ain’t fair that we have all the rough breaks!” 
As Ponyboy reflects upon his life, and upon the life circumstances of the people in his 
life, he feels compelled to make a change: “But I gotta do something. It seems like 
there’s gotta be someplace without greasers or Socs, with just people. Plain ordinary 
people.”  
What kind of responsibility does Ponyboy have to himself, in terms of bettering his life; 
in terms of being happy? How can he do it? Brainstorm about what you would do if you 
were in his situation?  Write a narrative paragraph reflecting on YOUR life, like Ponyboy; 
what you can do to better your life?  What is your plan?  How will you make it happen?  
How will you show responsibility in your plan? 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 7 
“Suddenly it was deathly quiet. We had all frozen. Nobody in my family had ever hit me. 
Nobody. Soda was wide-eyed. Darry looked at the palm of his hand where it had turned 
red and then looked back at me. His eyes were huge. “Ponyboy. . .”[p. 32] 
 
“I turned and ran out the door and down the street as fast as I could. Darry screamed, 
“Pony, I didn’t mean to!” but I was at the lot by then and pretended I couldn’t hear. I was 
running away. It was plain to me the Darry didn’t want me around. And I wouldn’t stay if 
he did. He wasn’t ever going to hit me again.”  [p. 34-35] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: I am responsible for my own 
emotions. 
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At the end of the chapter, Ponyboy and his brother Darry get into a fight. Darry hits 
Ponyboy, which shocks everyone. In a rash decision, Ponyboy decides to run away with 
Johnny. Write a narrative paragraph describing what you would think and feel if 
someone that you loved hit you.  Describe the different emotions.  Would you give up on 
them?  Is this a break in responsibility toward you?  Can someone redeem themselves 
after an irresponsible act? 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 8 
“The next thing I knew I was lying on the pavement beside the fountain, coughing water 
and gasping. I lay there weakly, breathing in air and spitting out water. The wind blasted 
through my soaked sweatshirt and dripping hair. My teeth chattered unceasingly and I  
couldn’t stop them. I finally pushed myself up and leaned back against the fountain, the 
water running down my face. Then I saw Johnny.” [p. 56] 
  

“I killed him,” he said slowly. “I killed that boy.”[p. 56] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Taking responsibility for 
decisions you make, or don’t make 
In chapter 4, Johnny felt a responsibility to his friend Ponyboy to try to save his life, as 
Ponyboy was being drowned in the fountain. Johnny, too was having his life threatened 
by the Socs. Johnny killed Bob defending Ponyboy and himself.  
He and Ponyboy decide to plan an escape from the law. Ponyboy panics. He nearly 
screams. : “What are we gonna do? They put you in the electric chair for killing people!” 
Johnny responds: “We gotta get outa here. Get somewhere. Run away. The police’ll be 
here soon. ” I was trembling, and it wasn’t all from the cold. But Johnny, except for the 
fact that his hands were twitching, looked as cool as Darry ever had. “We’ll need money. 
And maybe a gun. And a plan.”  [p. 57] 
Now it’s time to take the lead.  Write a narrative paragraph describing what the 
responsible thing to do would be in this situation? Considering the definition of 
responsibility, what do you think would be the best course to take?  Describe your plan. 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 9 
“It was only yesterday that Dally and I had sat down behind those girls at the Nightly 
Double. Glory, I thought with a bewildered feeling of being rushed, things are happening 
too quick. Too fast. I figured I couldn’t get into any worse trouble than murder. Johnny 
and I would be hiding for the rest of our lives.” [p. 65] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Taking responsibility for 
decisions you make, or don’t make 
At the end of chapter 4, Ponyboy and Johnny are cooling off in a church. Both of them 
are exhausted from the night before and the travel. Put yourself in Ponyboy’s shoes. 
Ponyboy shows incredible loyalty to Johnny. Ponyboy sticks with Johnny even though 
this could put Ponyboy in danger. Why does he do this? What responsibility to Johnny 
does Ponyboy have? Does he have more responsibility for him because Johnny saved 
his life? Do you owe someone more if they save your life? Would you stay? Why or why 
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not? What is the right thing for Ponyboy to do? Since it was self-defense, Johnny would 
probably be let off. Do you consider going to the police to be an option? Why? Write a 
narrative paragraph illustrating what you imagine will happen next in an ideal situation. 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 10 
“After I’d sat in the sun for fifteen minutes to dry the bleach, Johnny let me look in the 
old cracked mirror we’d found in a closet. I did a double take. My hair was even lighter 
than Sodapop’s. I’d never combed it to the side like that. It just didn’t look like me. It 
made me look younger, and scarier. Boy howdy, I thought, this really makes me look 
tuff. I look like a blasted pansy. I was miserable.” [p. 72 ] 
 
“One morning I woke up earlier than usual. Johnny and I slept huddled together for 
warmth- Dally had been right when he said it would get cold where we were going. 
Being careful not to wake Johnny up, I went to sit on the steps and smoke a cigarette. 
The dawn was covered with mist, and sometimes little pieces of it broke off and floated 
away in small clouds. The sky was lighter in the east, and the horizon was a thin golden 
line. The clouds changed from gray to pink, and the mist was touched with gold. There 
was a silent moment when everything held its breath, and the sun rose. It was 
beautiful.” [p. 76] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: I am responsible for the actions I 
take, or don’t take. 

In chapter 5, Ponyboy and Johnny have been hanging out in an empty church, 
running from the law, after Johnny has killed Bob in self-defense. Realizing what he has 
done, Johnny has started pacing back and forth. Ponyboy begins to cry. Johnny admits 
to Ponyboy that he regrets getting him involved. He feels responsible. Ponyboy is only 
fourteen. Ponyboy gets upset at this, feeling just as involved.  He cries himself to sleep. 
Late that night they wake up and agreed that they are done crying. The boys have 
decided to make an escape, and to somehow avoid the legal consequences of what 
Johnny has done.  They have released their emotions, and now may be ready to take 
on the responsibility of dealing with the consequences of their actions. 

Can you think of a personal experience, when you had to face consequences 
that required you to make an important decision and do the responsible thing? Did you 
find that you had to get beyond your emotions first before you could act? Write a 
narrative paragraph about your experience and examine your decisions based on the 
many things and people you were responsible for pleasing. 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Outsiders, Week 3 

 
 

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right 
now. 

Who was Robert Frost? 
 
What do firefighters do in rescuing people from burning buildings? 
 
What is a boys-home? 
 
When is it responsible to go against what your friends say? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

hue-77 vital-80 wholeheartedly-82 gorged-83 wistfully-82 

clobbered-89 desperately-87 bewilderedment-92 scowling-96 doggedly-93 

faintly-91 hoarsely-94 detached-91 hysterics-96 staggered-93 

bleak-103 crippled-103 manslaughter-108 mimicking-100 radiates-101 

recurring-110 brawn-109 exploits-113 easygoing-114 earshot-115 

 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 
Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

 mention the setting and main character 

 point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 

 
Read pp. 77-118 
 

RESPOND 
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Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 

 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

Theme Chart: 

Add to the theme chart of Responsibility, one side representing responsible, the other 
side irresponsible acts (and perhaps the center for the grey areas).  Any time a 
responsible or irresponsible act is made by the characters in each day’s readings, the 
act(s) can be added to the board on an index card or other creative means. 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 
 

One possible activity:  
Write a poem about a time in your life you experienced something emotional or naturally 
beautiful like a sun rise or set. 

1. Review the poem documented in today’s reading [p. 77], “Nothing Gold Can 
Stay”, by Robert Frost. (See Key Paragraphs below). 

2. Decide on an experience that you’ve been through, when you or were struck by 
the beauty of nature, or some thought or emotion that your senses provided 
when experiencing a natural setting.  While you were contemplating nature, what 
may have been internal thoughts or feelings that you had that might be 
expressed through a description of what you saw? 

3. Write a poem in the manner of the Robert Frost poem. This poem can be then 
illustrated using media of your choice. 

 
 

Another possible activity:  
Setting Sketch:  Sketch the Visual Details  
 Materials: 

 paper suitable for drawing, like 9x12 manila paper 

 pencil, pen, crayon, marker or chalk as desired 
Step One:  List the details  

1. Read pages  
2. Make a list of all the details  
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Step Two:  Draw a sketch  
Variations of this Sketch 

1. The same process can be used to create a setting sketch for any story. 
2. The same process can be used for create a visual of the future wishes 

of characters in any story. 
Variations for Writing 

3. This sketch can be used to help write a setting paragraph.  
 
 
One possible Activity 
Cube Johnny, what do we learn about him?  

1. Answer the question in each un-shaded box. 
2. Cut out the cube on each dotted line – do not cut any solid lines. 
3. Crease each solid line back to make it easier to fold. 
4. Put a little paste, glue, double sided tape or a drafting dot on each shaded 

square.Do not get paste or glue on the un-shaded squares. 
5. Carefully fold the squares in the order specified sticking squares to pasted 

surfaces underneath as you go 

 
Another possible activity:  
Create a magazine cover story. 

Materials: 

 stiff paper 9x12 to 11x17 or butcher paper 

 pencils, pens, crayons, markers 

 construction paper, scissors, glue sticks if desired 
Step One:  Create the cover for the magazine. 

1. Decide on the size of the pages and then lay out the cover in this size. 
2. Decide what text, pictures or other images you will bring together to make 

sure the cover conveys your take, or central impression, or thesis about 
the story. 

3. Create the cover. 
 
Another possible activity: 
Locate ONE sentence in today’s reading that best creates a visual in your mind. What 
can you picture; what do you see?  Write down the sentence.   

Materials:   

 pieces of blank white paper 

 some combination of pencil, pen, crayon, or marker  
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Another possible activity 
If the local newspaper were to come out and do a story on you, what would be the 
headline?  What else would they say about you? How are you a hero? How have you 
acted responsibly?  

Step 1: Start with a headline stating the title of your story. Make sure to use as 
few words as possible to relate the most meaning. 
Step 2: Write the story using the paragraphs you have already written in this 
lesson, which paragraphs would you use? Make sure to add any and all 
important details, and start with a strong opening sentence. Finish your story with 
an equally strong concluding sentence. 
Step 3: If you can type your story on the computer, in a news format. If you are 
unable to type it create your article on paper and add your own artwork that 
represents you.  

 
One possible activity:  
Imagine that you are Johnny and they have to write a letter to Bob’s parents. Make sure 
to take into consideration that losing a child is the worst thing that can happen to a 
parent under any circumstances. What would you say to the parents of the child you 
killed? Can you convince a parent to forgive you? How would you do that? This letter 
should follow all letter conventions: salutations, beginning, middle, end and closure. 
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10c12 Johnny Cubing 

 

  Who is person? What 

does he look like? 

 

  

  Where did this 

person grow up? 

How is his family life? 

  

 What relationships 

did this person have? 

How is he 

responsible for 

these?  

What did this person 

do? What were his 

motivations? 

What was this person 

like? What are his 

goals? 

 

  Why is this person 

important? Does he 

think he is important? 
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Discussion  

 
Key Questions – Day 11  

1. What significance might the Robert Frost poem Nothing Gold Can Stay have for 
the story?  

2. What do you think is special about the two characters, that allows them to 
appreciate poetry?  

3. Does it seem that thinking about stuff more gets them to a deeper level of 
understanding of their responsibility over themselves and gives them control over 
their life? 

4. How does Dally handle the situation when he arrives?  
5. Is he responsible in his thinking and in how he treats the two boys? 
6. What surprising twist happens at the end of the chapter? 
7. What does Ponyboy appear to value most? 
8. How does the poem shift the tone of the story? 

 
Key Questions – Day 12 

1. What did Johnny and Ponyboy decide to do?  
2. Is this the most responsible thing to do? 
3. Is this the right thing to do?  
4. Are they being responsible for themselves and their actions? 
5. What are the reasons Johnny stated for thinking that they would get let off 

easily? 
6. What is it about Johnny’s parents that concern his friends?  
7. Is it responsible to make a decision out of desperation?  How might that lead to 

irresponsibility? 
8. What is Johnny’s responsibility to his parents? 

 
Key Questions – Day 13 

1. How do they react when they see the burning church?  
2. Do they react responsibly?  
3. What do they do to help? 
4. Why does Dally hit Ponyboy and render him unconscious? 
5. Are Ponyboy and Johnny courageous or stupid?  
6. What would you have done? 
7. Who is hurt the worst during this incident? 
8. Do you think Ponyboy and Johnny have regrets? 
9. What leads Ponyboy to realizing Darry cares? 

 
Key Questions – Day 14 

1. Why were reporters in the waiting room? 
2. How do Ponyboy, Darry, and Soda find out about the prognosis of Dally and 

Johnny? 
3. What upsetting news do they hear about Johnny? 
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4. Given this, were his actions in the Church responsible? Did saving the children 
make his sacrifice any greater? 

5. What is in the news article? Does it portray the truth of what Ponyboy did? 
6. What part of the news story particularly upsets Ponyboy? Why? 
7. Do you think that the state would act responsibly if they separated Ponyboy and 

Soda from Darry? Why or why not? 

 
Key Questions – Day 15  

1. Why do you think that Ponyboy has the recurring nightmare?  
2. Do you think he feels a certain bit of stress for having to look out for himself and 

not having parents to help? 
3. Steve defends Soda against Ponyboy’s questioning. Why? Is this a good thing to 

do? Does it show responsibility for his friend? 
4. What important turn of events happens during Randy’s visit? 
5. How does Randy break down the understanding of a Soc? 
6. At the end of the chapter Ponyboy realizes that Soc’s are human too.  
7. How does that change his responsibility for them? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 11 
“Nature’s first green is gold, 
Her hardest hue to hold. 
Her early leaf’s a flower; 
But only so an hour. 
Then leaf subsides to leaf. 
So Eden sank to grief, 
So dawn goes down to day. 
Nothing gold can stay.” 
[p. 77] 
 
“Ya kill ‘em with switchblades, too, don’t ya, kid?” Dally said in a hard voice. Johnny 
gulped. “Don’t worry,” Dally went on, ”it ain’t loaded. I ain’taimin’ to get picked up for 
murder. But it sure does help bluff. Tim Shepard’s gang and our outfit are havin’ it out 
with the Socs tomorrow night at the vacant lot. We got hold of the president of one of 
their social clubs and had a war council. Yeah”- Dally sighed, and I knew he was 
remembering New York- “just like the good old days. If they win, things go on as usual. 
If we do, they stay outa our territory but good. Two-Bit got jumped a few days ago. Darry 
and me came along in time, but he wasn’t havin’ too much trouble. Two-Bit’s a good 
fighter. Hey, I didn’t tell you we got us a spy.”  [p. 84] 
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Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: I am responsible for people I 
don’t even know. 

At the end of chapter 5, Ponyboy receives a letter from his brother Sodapop. 
Sodapop reveals that he and Darry are worried about Ponyboy and that they miss him. 
Soda says that Darry is sorry for hitting Ponyboy and that he did not mean it. Imagine 
that you are Ponyboy. You ran away from home, and got into trouble with a friend who 
killed someone.  

The letter says that your family is worried sick. Do you have responsibility for 
putting their worrying at rest? But at the same time, what responsibility do you have to 
Johnny? Are you his family too? Write a narrative paragraph in letter form, as if you 
were Ponyboy sending it to Soda, describing your feelings, thoughts, and 
responsibilities. 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 12 
“I said we’re goin’ back and turn ourselves in,” Johnny repeated in a quiet voice. I was 
surprised but not shocked. I had thought about turning ourselves in lots of times, but 
apparently the whole idea was a jolt to Dallas.”  [p. 87] 
 
“I got a good chance of bein’ let off easy,” Johnny said desperately, and I didn’t know if it 
was Dally he was trying to convince or himself. . “I ain’t got no record with the fuzz and it 
was self –defense. Ponyboy and Cherry can testify to that. And I don’t aim to stay in that 
church all my life.”  [p. 87] 
 
“If Dally had said yes, Johnny would have gone back to the church without hesitation. 
He figured Dally knew more than he did, and Dally’s word was law. But he never heard 
Dally’s answer, for we had reached the top of Jay Mountain and Dally suddenly 
slammed on the brakes and stared. “Oh glory!” he whispered. The church was on fire!”  
[p. 90] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Taking action to save lives    

At the beginning of chapter 6, Ponyboy and Johnny are stunned to find out that 
Cherry Valance has been spying on the Soc’s for the greaser gang, and more 
importantly for Ponyboy, Johnny, and peace between the gangs. Why does this 
information confuse the two boys? Since Cherry is a Soc by social class and does not 
know Ponyboy and Johnny or the rest of the greasers that well, what are her reasons 
for helping? Is she being heroic in trying to stop the bloodshed between the two groups?  
In a narrative paragraph describe heroism; include how heroism and responsibility can 
be related. 
 
Key Paragraph – Day 13 
“We pushed open the door to the back room and found four or five little kids, about eight 
years old or younger, huddled in a corner. One was screaming his head off, and Johnny 
yelled, “Shut up! We’re goin’ to get you out!”  The kid looked surprised and quit 
hollering. I blinked myself-Johnny wasn’t behaving at all like his old self. He looked over 
his shoulder and saw that the door was blocked by flames, then pushed open the 
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window and tossed out the nearest kid. I caught one quick look at his face; it was 
redmarked from falling embers and sweat-streaked, but he grinned at me. He wasn’t 
scared either. That was the only time I can think of when I saw him without that 
defeated, suspicious look in his eyes. He looked like he was having the time of his life.”  
[p. 92] 
 
“I let go of Soda and stood there for a minute. Darry didn’t like me. . . Darry hollered at 
me all the time. . . he didn’t give a hang about me. . .Suddenly I realized, horrified, that 
Darry was crying. He didn’t make a sound, but tears were running down his cheeks. I 
hadn’t seen him cry in years, not even when Mom and Dad had been killed. (I 
remembered the funeral. I had sobbed in spite of myself; Soda had broken down and 
bawled like a baby; but Darry had only stood there, his fists in his pockets and that look 
on his face, the same helpless, pleading look that he was wearing now.)”  [p. 98] 
 
“That was his silent fear then- of losing another person he loved. I remember how close 
he and Dad had been, and I wondered how I could ever have thought him hard and 
unfeeling. I listened to his heart pounding through his T-shirt and knew everything was 
going to be okay now. I had taken the long way around, but I was finally home. To stay.”  
[p. 99]  
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Taking action to save lives    

In chapter 6, Ponyboy and Johnny break into a window of the burning church to 
try to save the lives of children trapped inside. They risk their lives to save them, and 
manage to save 4-5 children. Dally, Ponyboy and Johnny all get hurt. Johnny is the 
most seriously hurt, with a broken back and serious burns. They have taken the 
responsibility upon themselves to act in a time of intense need. 

Can you think of a personal experience when you faced something that, because 
of your actions, you had to act quickly to do the responsible thing, even if it meant 
risking your own life? Write a narrative paragraph about your experience. Make sure to 
include details about what circumstances you faced, what decision(s) you made, and 
how you went about taking action based upon your decision(s). Who was impacted by 
your decision making? What was the outcome of your actions? 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 14 
“The meaning of that last line finally hit me. ‘You mean…’ –I swallowed hard—‘that 
they’re thinking about putting me and Soda in a boy’s home or something?’”  [p.108] 
  
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to your family 

Ponyboy is confronted with the situation that he might be put into a boys’ home. 
Darry has constantly watched out for his family, and now Ponyboy feels betrayed by the 
system that he lives under. Write a narrative paragraph: Imagine Ponyboy is dreaming 
about his boy’s home experience. Describe in great detail, using your imagination, what 
it looks like, who is there, and what are his responsibilities while there?  Be sure to 
include how Ponyboy feels upon waking up (i.e. relieved). 
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Key Paragraph – Day 15  
“And tonight. . . people get hurt in rumbles, maybe killed. I’m sick of it because it doesn’t 
do any good. You can’t win, you know that, don’t you?” And when I remained silent he 
went on: “You can’t win, even if you whip us. You’ll still be where you were before- at the 
bottom. And we’ll still be the lucky ones with all the breaks. So it doesn’t do any good, 
the fighting and the killing. It doesn’t prove a thing. We’ll forget if you win, or if you don’t. 
Greasers will still be greasers and Socs will still be Socs. Sometimes I think it’s the ones 
in the middle that are really the lucky stiffs. . .” He took a deep breath. “So I’d fight if I 
thought it’d do any good. I think I’m going to leave town. Take my little old Mustang and 
all the dough I can carry and get out.”  [p. 117] 
 
 “Nope,” I said, lighting up another weed. I still had a headache, but I felt better. Socs 
were just guys after all. Things were rough all over, but it was better that way. That way 
you could tell the other guy was human too.  [p. 118]  
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Others 

In the end of the story, Randy comes to visit Ponyboy and he congratulates him 
on saving the kids in the fire. He tells him that he would not have done so. Randy also 
talks to him about the fact that he is not going to the rumble. Randy is upset about Bob’s 
death, and about being in a gang in general. He can’t see anyone winning such a game.  
Ponyboy, in turn, is able to see another side to Randy, a Soc: he is able to see him as 
another person, not just an adversary. In this exchange, Randy is taking responsibility 
for the fact that he does not have to remain identified with the Soc gang- that he can 
take responsibility for his own actions apart from the group. 

Write a narrative paragraph defining a time when you were willing to break away 
from the mold and think for yourself, not following someone else’s plan. What kind of 
responsibility does this involve? 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Outsiders, Week 4 

 
 

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right 
now. 

What is paralysis? 
 
What is the history of rumbles? 
  
What is the book Call of the Wild?  

 
What is a concussion? 
 
What are the negative effects of smoking? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

abruptly-123 divert-125 quivering-121 hoodlums-123 reluctantly-126 

spruced-131 wearily-135 superiority-135 leery-139 smoldering-138 

mounting- 143 realization-146 static-147 escort-146 racked-up-147 

bewilderedly-155 concussion-156 delirious-159 dumbfounded-151 stupor-150 

guardian-165 idolized-162 pity-162 reckless-161 vaguely-161 

 

READ 
Review  Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 
Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

 mention the setting and main character 

 point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 

 
Read pp. 119-166 
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RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 

 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 
Theme Chart: 
 
Add to the theme chart of Responsibility, one side representing responsible, the other 
side irresponsible acts (and perhaps the center for the grey areas to be discussed).  Any 
time a responsible or irresponsible act is made by the characters in each day’s 
readings, the act(s) can be added to the board on an index card or other creative 
means. 
 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 
One possible activity:  
Take a look at the open mind portraits you have done. Choose one and do a 
comparison of that character then and that character now. What is different?  What 
caused this difference? What is the same? Why has this character changed or not 
changed? How has this character shown responsibility? Did this character show this 
responsibility in the beginning when this open mind portrait was done? Why or why not? 
You can use the Venn diagram to do comparisons 
 
Another possible activity:  
Fill out a Venn diagram. Decide on 2 characters, or settings, or events, or other 
variables you wish to analyze in the story, chapter or segment you have read.  Label 
each of the 2 circles. Where the 2 circles overlap, write the way these two are alike. 
Where the circles are distinct, write down how each is different. 
 
One possible activity:  
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Add to the Bookmark. Who is being responsible and who is not being responsible give 
examples as to why they are on the side they are.  Add any other examples of 
responsibility and irresponsibility. After all these boys have been through, what have 
they learned? 
 
One possible activity:  
Create a storyboard.  

Materials: 

 Pencil 

 Colored pencil 

 Heavy weight paper 11x17 or larger 

 Straight edge 
Step 1: A story board is a sequential set of visual images, like a cartoon format, 
so that a visual map is provided for setting up scenes for film production. You 
should grid out the paper in squares for creating the sequence. 
Step 2: Draw scenes in each square, following the story line from chapter 10, as 
if you were to film the story. 

 

Discussion  

 
Key Questions – Day 16 

1. How is Johnny’s status? 
2. What sorts of emotions are rushing through Ponyboy’s head when he is talking to 

Johnny? 
3. They visit Dally? How is he? 
4. What does Dally plan to do to get revenge? Is this responsible of him? Why or 

why not? 
5. Why does Ponyboy want to go to the rumble so badly? Is this responsible? 
6. Who tells him not to go? Why doesn’t he listen to him/her? Is he/she right? 

Should he listen? 
7. What is often a major deterrent to making responsible decisions? 
8. What can you predict will happen next? 

 
Key Questions – Day 17 

1. Why does Darry not want Ponyboy to fight? Is this a legitimate concern to have? 
2. Why does Ponyboy fight? Is this the responsible thing to do even though his 

brother does not want him to? 
3. Who came to the rumble? 
4. What is the tone of the story as the author builds up to the rumble? 
5. Brumly gang came. What are they like?  
6. Is Darry a responsible leader? Why or why not? 

 
Key Questions – Day 18 

1. How does the fight get started? Is this fair? 
2. Who are the toughest gang members in the rumble? 
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3. How does the rumble end? Does this change anything really?  
4. Where do Dally and Ponyboy rush off to after the rumble? 
5. What do you think might be a literary significance to Johnny’s fate? 
6. What are Johnny’s last words both to Dally and to Ponyboy? Why are these 

important?  
7. What does it say about Ponyboy that he keeps comparing his life experience to 

books he has read? 
 

Key Questions – Day 19 
1. What does Ponyboy do after leaving the hospital? 
2. What news does he tell the others? 
3. How do they take the news? Do they feel responsible for what had happened? 

Why? 
4. Why do you think Dally does what he does? Does this show any responsibility 

over himself or the people that care about him? What should he have done? 
5. How does Ponyboy react? 
6. Who is there to watch over Ponyboy? 
7. What is Ponyboy’s big concern about what he’s said while unconscious?  
8. Does Ponyboy’s big concern give an insight into Ponyboy’s care for others and 

feeling of responsibility for his loved ones. 
 

Key Questions – Day 20  
1. How does Ponyboy spend his time while recuperating? 
2. Often when people look at yearbook photos they feel nostalgic?  Do you think 

that is what Ponyboy feels when he looks at Bob’s yearbook photo? 
3. Why do you think Randy’s conversation was disturbing to Ponyboy? 
4. What does Ponyboy have to gain by saying that he was the one who killed Bob? 

Is this a responsible thing to do, or is this crazy? 
5. Why does Ponyboy say that Johnny is not dead? Does this make sense to you?  
6. Do you think that Ponyboy really believes these things? Is this a responsible way 

or a silly way for him to cope with his friends’ deaths? Why? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 16 
“You want to know something, Ponyboy? I’m scared stiff, I used to talk about killing 
myself. . .” He drew a quivering breath. “I don’t want to die now. It ain’t long enough. 
Sixteen years ain’t long enough. I wouldn’t mind it so much if there weren’t so much 
stuff I ain’t done yet and so many things I ain’t seen. It’s not fair. You know what? 
Thattime in Windrixville was the only time I’ve been away from the neighborhood.”  [pp.  
121-122]  
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“I was silent most of the way home. I was thinking about the rumble. I had a sick feeling 
in my stomach and it wasn’t from being ill. It was the same kind of helplessness I’d felt 
that night Darry yelled at me for going to sleep in the lot. I had the same deathly fear 
that something was going to happen that none of us could stop. As we got off the bus I 
finally said it. “Tonight – I don’t like it one bit.”  [pp. 126-127] 
 
Writing Prompt:  Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Others 

In a narrative paragraph, describe an act of giving out of responsibility.  Why 
does it hurt when someone gives you something because they feel sorry for you? How 
did Cherry and Ponyboy find common ground to unite on? Think about the people in 
your life that give to you. Are they giving because they are sorry for you or because they 
want you to do well and genuinely care about you?  

 
Key Paragraph – Day 17 
“They could just as easily have been going to the movies as to a rumble. That’s why 
people don’t ever blame the Socs and are always ready to jump on us. We look hoody 
and they look decent. It could be just the other way around – half of the hoods I know 
are pretty decent guys underneath the grease, and from what I’ve heard, a lot of Socs 
are just cold-blooded mean – but people usually go by looks.” [141] 

 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Oneself 

At the end of this section, the rumble is about to take place. All of the groups are 
ready to fight each other. Remember the reasons behind it. The Socs win, nothing 
changes. The greasers win, the Socs don’t go on their territory. Do you think this fight is 
worth it? Think about all of the consequences. There are the police and people getting 
hurt. Will anything really change? If the Socs lose, will they always stay off of the 
territory, or will they just go back on again? Given these factors, is the rumble a 
responsible endeavor?  

Write a narrative paragraph describing the most ideal outcome you can think of 
as an outcome/conclusion to the rumble.  Is the outcome realistic?  Can you picture 
happening in real life, why/why not?  Is it a responsible outcome? 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 18 
“Somebody kicked me hard in the ribs and I yelped in spite of myself. Some Soc had 
knocked out one of our bunch and was kicking me as hard as he could. But I had both 
arms wrapped around the other Soc’s neck and refused to let go. Dally was slugging 
him, and I hung on desperately, although that other Spc was kicking me and you’d 
better believe it hurt. Finally he kicked me in the head so hard it stunned me, and I lay 
limp, trying to clear my mind and keep from blacking out. I could hear the racket, but 
only dimly through the buzzing in my ears. Numerous bruises along my back and on my 
face were throbbing, but I felt detached from the pain, as if it wasn’t really me feeling it.”  
[p. 145]  
 

“I was crazy, you know that, kid? Crazy for wantin’ Johnny to stay outa trouble, for not 
wantin’ him to get hard. If he’d been like me he’d never have been in this mess. If he’d 
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got smart like me he’d never have run into that church. That’s what you get for helpin’ 
people. Editorials in the paper and a lot pf trouble. . .You’d better wise up, Pony. . .you 
get tough like me and you don’t get hurt. You lookout for yourself and nothin’ can touch 
you. . .”   [p. 147] 
 

“’Stay gold, Ponyboy. Stay gold. . .’ The pillow seemed to sink a little, and Johnny died.”  
[p. 148] 
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Oneself 

When Johnny is about to die, as Ponyboy is by his bedside, he says: “Stay gold, 
Ponyboy. Stay gold. . .” This is in reference to the Robert Frost poem, on page 77. 
What does this statement mean to you? How can you relate it to your life? In a narrative 
paragraph describe what will you need to change to “stay gold?” 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 19 
“I walked down the hall in a daze. Dally had taken the car and I started the long walk 
home in a stupor. Johnny was dead. But he wasn’t. That still body back in the hospital 
wasn’t Johnny. Johnny was somewhere else.- maybe asleep in the lot, or playing the 
pinball machine in the bowling alley, or sitting on the back steps of the church in 
Windrixville. I’d go home and walk by the back lot, and Johnny would be sitting on the 
curb smoking a cigarette, and maybe we’d lie on our backs and watch the stars. He isn’t 
dead, I said to myself. He isn’t dead. And this time my dreaming worked. I convinced 
myself that he wasn’t dead.” [p. 150]  
 
“Dally raised the gun, and I thought: You blasted fool. They don’t know you’re the only 
one bluffing. And even as the policemen’s guns spit fire into the night I knew that was 
what Dally wanted. He was jerked half around by the impact of the bullets, then slowly 
crumpled with a look of grim triumph on his face. He was dead before he hit the ground. 
But I knew that was what he wanted, even as the lot echoed with the cracks of shots, 
even as I begged silently- Please, not him. . . not him and Johnny both- I knew he would 
be dead, because Dally Winston wanted to be dead and he always got what he 
wanted.”  [p. 154] 

 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Oneself and 
Society 

In chapter 10, Dally robs a grocery store, and, armed with a gun, flees to the 
vacant lot where his friends witness his shooting death when he confronts the police. It 
would seem that Dally has staged his own death. (See the key paragraph above.)  
What responsibility do you think Dally had for his own life, and to those who loved him, 
when he committed such an act? Do you understand why he would do such a thing? 
Was he justified and responsible in doing this? 

Write a narrative paragraph describing an alternate ending to Dally’s story. 
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Key Paragraph – Day 20 
“I knew he liked to pick fights, had the usual Soc belief that living on the West Side 
made you Mr. Super-Tuff, looked good in dark wine-colored sweaters, and was proud of 
his rings. But what about the Bob Sheldon that Cherry Valance knew? She was a smart 
girl; she didn’t like him just because he was good-looking. Sweet and friendly, stands 
out from the crowd- That’s what she had said. A real person, the best buddy a guy ever 
had, kept trying to make somebody stop him- Randy had told me that. Did he have a kid 
brother who idolized him? Maybe a big brother who kept bugging him not to be so wild? 
His parents let him run wild- because they loved him too much or too little? Did they 
hate us now? I hoped they hated us, that they weren’t full of that pity-the –victims-of –
environment junk the social workers kept handing Curly Shepard every time he got sent 
off to reform school. I’d rather have anybody’s hate than their pity. But, then, maybe they 
understood, like Cherry Valance. I looked at Bob’s picture and I could begin to see the 
person we had killed. A reckless, hot-tempered boy, cocky and scared stiff at the same 
time.”  [p. 162]   
 
“’I had it.’ I stopped him. He was looking at me strangely. ‘I had the knife. I killed Bob.’”  
[p. 165] 
 
“’Johnny is not dead.’ My voice was shaking. ‘Johnny is not dead.’”  [p. 165]  
 
Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to a Friend Who’s 
Died 

In chapter 11, Ponyboy has taken on the imagined responsibility of having killed 
Bob, as he admits to Randy, in the key paragraph above. He seems to really have 
convinced himself that this is true: “I swallowed hard and blinked. He was just like all the 
rest of the Socs. Cold-blooded mean. Johnny didn’t have anything to do with Bob’s 
getting killed.” Ponyboy is also convinced that Johnny isn’t dead. Darry tells Randy that 
he is racked up mentally and emotionally; that he will get over it in time.   

Why do you think Ponyboy chooses to believe that Johnny isn’t dead?  Put 
yourself in Ponyboy’s shoes. Would you take responsibility for a dead friend’s actions? It 
would seem that Ponyboy is not legitimately responsible for the death of Bob or to his 
friend Johnny for taking the blame. Does that make what Ponyboy does any more or 
less right?.  Write a narrative paragraph about a time in your life you were in denial? Is 
being in denial avoiding responsibility?  

http://www.scu.edu/character


Character Education at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics 

www.scu.edu/character                                                                                          ©SCU 2014 

 

Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
The Outsiders, Week 4 

 
 

 

PREPARE 
Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right 
now. 

What are the benefits of reflection upon one’s responsibility and experiences? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

consideration-169 flinching-168 middleman-175 pleading-176 relieved-172 

 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 
Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

 mention the setting and main character 

 point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 

 
Read pp. 167-180 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15-20 most important on the timeline. 

 
Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

 First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

 Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
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Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 
Theme Chart: 
 
Add to the theme chart of Responsibility, one side representing responsible, the other 
side irresponsible acts (and perhaps the center for the grey areas).  Any time a 
responsible or irresponsible act is made by the characters in each day’s readings, the 
act(s) can be added to the chart on an index card or other creative means. 
 

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 
One possible activity: Re-Write the Ending 
Take a look at the last chapter and write your own ending to the story. How would you 
end the story? Would it be the same? How would it be different? Would you insert your 
own experiences? 
 

Discussion  

 
Key Questions – Day 21 

1. What is the result of the hearing? 
2. Why do you think the judge handled it the way that he did?  Was this the right 

thing to do given what you know about Ponyboy’s plan to confess to the murder? 
3. What is Ponyboy’s state of mind after the hearing? 
4. What changes in behavior surprise and concern his brothers and friends? Are 

these behaviors acceptable or should he try and change them? 
5. What is bothering Sodapop? 
6. What is the outcome of the brother’s confrontation with each other? 
7. How does Ponyboy react to reading Johnny’s letter? 
8. Why do you think he suddenly is inspired to write about his life? Is his reason for 

finally taking responsibility over his life sincere? Is he a more responsible person 
than at the start of the chapter? 

 
EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Paragraph – Day 21 
“Tell Dally. It was too late to tell Dally. Would he have listened? I doubt it. Suddenly it 
wasn’t only a personal thing to me. I could picture hundreds and hundreds of boys living 
on the wrong side of cities, boys with black eyes who jumped at their own shadows. 
Hundreds of boys who maybe watched sunsets and looked at stars and ached for 
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something better. I could see boys going down under street lights because they were 
mean and tough and hated the world, and it was too late to tell them that there was still 
good in it, and they wouldn’t believe you if you did. It was too vast a problem to be just a 
personal thing. There should be some help, someone should tell  them before it was too 
late. Someone should tell their side of the story, and maybe people would understand 
then and wouldn’t be so quick to judge a boy by the amount of hair oil he wore. It was 
important to me. I picked up the phone book and called my English teacher.”  [p. 179] 
 

“I sat down and picked up my pen and thought for a minute. Remembering. 
Remembering a handsome, dark boy with a reckless grin and a hot temper. A tough, 
tow-headed boy with a cigarette in his mouth and a bitter grin on his hard face. 
Remembering – and this time it didn’t hurt – a quiet, defeated-looking sixteen-year-old 
whose hair needed cutting badly and who had black eyes with a frightened expression 
to them. One week had taken all three of them. And I decided I could tell people, 
beginning with my English teacher. I wondered for a long time how to start that theme, 
how to start writing about something that was important to me. And I finally began like 
this: When I stepped out into the bright sunlight from the darkness of the movie house, I 
had only two things on my mind: Paul Newman and a ride home. . .” [p. 180] 
 

Writing Prompt: Responsibility Requires Action: Responsibility to Oneself and 
One’s Calling 
 In the final chapter, Ponyboy struggles with an English assignment: a theme. 
Since the hearing, and all of what had happened to him in the story, he had been 
acquitted, but, he was far from normal. He’d been having trouble concentrating, and 
was failing English. He’d stood ground against a group of Socs with a broken bottle, and 
hadn’t thought twice about it. He was even thinking of dropping out and getting a job like 
Soda had done. But, his English teacher was willing to give him a chance: “Pony I’ll give 
it to you straight. You’re failing this class right now, but taking into consideration the 
circumstances, if you come up with a good semester theme, I’ll pass you with a C 
grade.” The theme assignment was not a reference theme. It was to be about his own 
ideas and experiences.  
 After an altercation with his brothers, and a plea from Soda that they stick 
together and not fight anymore, Ponyboy really makes an attempt to do his homework. 
Looking at the Gone with the Wind book that he’d gotten from Johnny, he finds a note 
from him. In so many words, Johnny asks him to stay young at heart: to enjoy sunsets 
and make himself be what he wants. It is after reading this note that Ponyboy really 
becomes inspired to write about his life experiences; about Johnny, and Dally, and the 
others. 
 What do you think of Ponyboy’s final spark of inspiration? Would you say that he 
was finally taking responsibility for his own life and others by staying in school? What 
can you relate from your own life, as a time when you’d been stuck, and finally had a 
breakthrough? Was this an instance of being responsible for your goals and yourself? 
Write a narrative paragraph describing in detail a challenge you had to take on, and how 
you were successful in expressing yourself. Relate your experience with Ponyboy’s. 
Were you taking responsibility for which you were like Ponyboy is finally doing? What 
would be the end of your story? 
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Final Assignment 

  
Unit: Responsibility Requires Action  
Novel: The Outsiders by S.E Hinton  
Final Assignment: Narrative Essay  
  
Task: Write a narrative essay. 
  
Directions: Over the past three weeks, you have read the novel The Outsiders by S.E. 
Hinton. In the novel, Hinton shows children growing up under difficult circumstances. 
Three boys lose their parents to an accident and are forced to take care of each other. 
Being orphans they are not wealthy like some of the kids at their school. They don’t fit in 
and look different from others which prompts them to establish their own group, the 
Greasers. Like history groups who are different and hold different beliefs, conflict often 
in violent ways. These boys are no different and the book is based on lives taken by 
these conflicts.  It also shows self-reflection and growth.  
  
Using the writing different projects you kept over the three weeks, write an 
autobiographical narrative sharing a period of time in your life you were faced with a 
responsible/irresponsible decision. Remember that one paragraph should flow into the 
next. In order to produce this effect, you may have to re-write some sentences or 
paragraphs from your daily projects and writings. You may also need to add leading or 
unifying sentences at the beginning or end of paragraphs to aid your reader in following 
the direction of your essay.  
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