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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Kindred, Week 1 
 

 
 
 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing 
what is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be 
doing right now. 

 
What is science fiction? 
 
What is sociology? 
 
What is feminism? 
 
What is mouth-to-mouth resuscitation?  
 
Where is Los Angeles? 
 
Where is Altadena? 
 
What is a plantation?  
 
Where does the word “nigger” come from? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

hybrid (ix) mutilated (x) fable (xi) irony (xi) reclusive (xiii) 

ignorant (xiv) allusion (xv) paradoxical (xvi) polemic (xvii) metaphors (xvii) 

intermittently (9) vague (10) coherently (10) perversity (12) malevolent (13) 

limbo (18) averted (20) timid (21) spite (22) welts (25) 

ornately (29) beckoned (32) remnants (32) suppress (34) raucous (36) 

 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 
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• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. ix–37 
 

RESPOND 

Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

2c12 Cubing 5 Questions About Anything 
After reading the beginning of the book, write down 5 questions you have that you hope 
to find answers to. Once you have read the novel, refer back to this cube. 
Analytic Cubing 
 Materials: 

• Desired cubing formats 1c1-1c12 copied on 8.5 x 11 or 11 x 17 paper 

• Cubing format 1c2 for cutting and folding directions 

• Pencils, pens, crayons, markers 

• Scissors, glue sticks or paste 
Fill out the six squares by writing about the topic in each square. 

1. Six of the squares will have a question or topic listed inside the square.  Six of 
the squares are information squares and the others are flaps that will help the 
cube hold together when you assemble the cube.  Fill out only the information 
squares: the ones that have something already printed in them. 

2. In regard to your overall subject, answer the question in each box or write 
about the topic in each square.  For example, if you are writing about an 
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event, like a news story, you would use the 4c12 Cubing Who, What, When, 
Where, Why form.  In the Who square write about who the story is about; in 
the What square write about what happened; in the When box write about 
when it happened; in the Where box, write about where it happened; in the 
Why box, write about why you think it happened. 

3. In each square write the basic, important information you know about this 
question or topic.  Depending on the size of the box, this might be anywhere 
from 1 to 5 sentences.   

Step Three:  Cut out the cube and assemble it following the directions on 2c12. 
1. Cut out the cube along all dotted lines on the form; this will sometimes mean 

cutting between squares.  One of these might be an information square and 
one might be a flap. 

2. Fold the cube form on all lines to make it easier to assemble.  Fold the form 
back – all the folds should be behind, instead of above, the printed side. 

3. Use a glue stick or paste to apply the adhesive to every shaded square.  In 
you can’t make out the shading, use the glue stick on every flap.  None of the 
information squares should have glue or paste on them. 

4. Fold the cube carefully following the directions on 2c12. 
Variations for Cubing 

1. If all the extra flaps are confusing, use the Basic Cube forms instead, and fill 
in the appropriate questions or topics.  After you cut the cube out, use tape to 
hold together each side.  This will work, but it will not be as durable as the 
cubes with flaps.  This means it cannot be handled as much. 

2. You can put together many cubes you have done over a period of time, or 
leave them individually.  You could create a wall of cubes, connect the cubes 
together in a mobile, or make an archway above a door. 

3. You could put something in the middle of the cube to give it more weight and 
stability.  You could stuff it with tissue paper or construction paper, for 
example. 

Variations for Writing 
1. In order to create a research or term paper, the cube can be used as an 

outline.  Each side of the cube can be turned into one or more paragraphs 
by expanding and further explaining what is written on the cube, gathering 
more information and finding quotes and primary sources to back up your 
information. 

2. Any side of the cube can be used to write a paragraph. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Construct an open mind portrait for Octavia Butler, the author of Kindred. Looking back 
at her achievements and struggles, what do you think she was thinking at the time? 
What was she thinking when she ran into obstacles?  

Open Mind Portrait: Create an Open Mind Portrait of a Character 

Materials: 

• large piece of stiff paper for each character, like 11x17 oak tag 

• paper for bubbles with scissors and glue sticks 
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• pencils, pens, crayons, markers 

• construction or tissue paper, scissors and glue sticks if desired 
Step One:  Create a large headshot of the character 

1. Imagine what you think the character looks like from the descriptions in 
the text as well as your imagination.  You can make a list of these 
details to help you draw the character, if you wish.  

2. Decide how much of the character you wish to show: just the head and 
face? from the shoulders up? from the waist up? the whole person?  
You might want to include at least the shoulders to include some 
clothing details.  You might want to show the size differences between 
characters. 

3. Draw the characters headshot including the face on the large piece of 
paper.  You could also cut the paper to form the head.   

4. Illustrate your portrait with colors, construction paper or whatever will 
make the character colorful. 

Step Two:  Place cartoon bubbles of character thoughts around the portrait 
1.  Cut cartoon bubbles out. 
2.  Write things the character thinks, or says to himself, on each bubble. 
3.  Put the bubbles up around the portrait. 

Step Three:  Add bubbles as you learn new things about the character 
1. Read the story further and identify new things you have learned about 

the character, or ways the character has changed. 
2. Follow step 2 to create and place additional bubbles. 

 
Variations of this Open Mind Portrait 

1. You can use this process for any character in the story  
2. You can use bubbles for what the character says, says to himself or herself, 

or does. You could make each of these different colors if you wish. 
3. You could add bubbles for what the character learns, or ways the character 

changes, and use different colors for each. 
4. You could use different colors for the beginning, middle and end of the story.  

Remember in the beginning you are introduced to the setting, the characters 
and the problems they have.  In the middle you learn about the roadblocks to 
the characters solving their problems, and conflicts that occur.  In the end of 
the story those conflicts reach a peak and then resolve with a resolution of the 
character’s problems. 

5. You could use different colors for the phases you see in a story or the 
development of a particular character. 

6. Instead of using bubbles you could write the bubble contents on the back of 
the portrait.  You could use any of the variations above with color or print, or 
create columns or boxes for different categories or phases. 

7. You could literally open the head like a hinge and list the contents [as though 
they were escaping from the space] using any of these variations. 

8. You could make an Open Mind Portrait of yourself using any of the above 
variations. 
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Variations for Writing 
1. You could use the OMP to help write a character sketch, or to help decide 

what a character might do in a story.  
Setting Sketch 
Sketch the setting of Dana in her living room side-by-side with Dana at the river.  
Setting Sketch:  Sketch the Visual Details  
Materials: 

• paper suitable for drawing, like 9x12 manila paper 

• pencils, pens, crayons, markers 
Step One:  List the details  

1. Read pages  
2. Make a list of all the details  

Step Two:  Draw a sketch  
Variations of this Sketch 

1. The same process can be used to create a setting sketch for any story. 
2. The same process can be used to create a visual of the future wishes of 

characters in any story. 
Variations for Writing 

1. This sketch can be used to help write a setting paragraph.  
 
KWL Chart 
Begin a KWL chart about slavery. Write down what you know, what you want to know, 
and what you learn. Refer back to this chart as the book progresses. 
 
KWL Chart 
Add to the KWL chart about slavery. Write down what you know, what you want to 
know, and what you learn. Refer back to this chart as the book progresses. 
Step One: Read the chapter or segment you wish to analyze 
Step Two:  Fill out the K [know] column: what do you know? 

1. What key things do you know from the story or explanation you have read so 
far?  This might be who, what, where, when, why, or how information. 

2. Write this information concisely in the K [What do you know?] column. 
Step Three: Fill out the W [want] column: what do you want to know? 

1. Given what you know, what would you like to know about this story or topic, 
about what has happened or will happen in the future? 

2. Write this information concisely in the W [What do you want to know?] 
column. 

 
Step Four: Fill out the L [learned] column: what have you learned? 

1. As you read more of the story, or learn more about the topic, ask yourself 
what you have learned.  Do you have answers to any of the questions in your 
W column: what you wanted to know? 

2. Write this information concisely in the L [What have you learned?] column.  
You may want to do this at various times as you learn.  You may want to 
check off the questions in the W column when you answer them in the L 
column. 
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Step Five: Review the chart when it is complete 

Variations of the KWL Chart 
1. You can do this chart for any topic you are trying to learn about. 
2. This can be done on worksheets, or written on a big piece of paper, like chart 

paper or butcher paper.  This can also be written on a white board or black 
board; the shape of the chart is easy to copy. 

3. When you are analyzing a story, you can copy a KWL chart on a piece of 
paper and quickly take the story apart.  This can be a helpful strategy on a 
test.  This can use the same strategy for a nonfiction topic, a problem or a 
case study. 

Variations for Writing 
1. Write a paragraph from any of the 3 columns, K, W or L, of the chart. 

 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. ix-xii; introduction part I and part II) 
1. When did slave narratives stop being written? Do you agree with this? 
2. According to the introduction, how could a slave narrative be written now? 

Can you think of any other ways?  
3. What did Octavia Butler think she accomplished with Kindred? 
4. What happens to Edana on her 26th birthday? 
5. With whom is Dana transported? 
6. Where is Dana moved to when she transports? 
7. How long do the transportations take? 
8. Why does Dana transport? 
9. When does Dana permanently return to the present? 
10. What is wrong with Dana the last time she returns? 
11. How does Butler leave the ready uneasy and disturbed? 
12. What connection is there between the past and the present in regards to 

Dana’s job?  
13. Where does most of Butler’s work take place? 
14. Why is Kindred different from Butler’s other novels?  
15. What issues does Kindred deal with? 
16. Why is Kindred difficult to classify into a genre? 

Part II: 
1. What were Butler’s early influences in writing and reading? 
2. Why would Butler create alternative realities in her writing? 
3. How did her strict, Baptist upbringing impact Butler? 
4. What did Butler observe through her mother’s experiences?  
5. What does Butler achieve with her portrayal of slaves? 
6. What was different about Butler’s interest in reading and writing? 
7. Who wrote or did not write science fiction in the 1940’s? 
8. Why did black readers find little interest in science fiction? 
9. How was science fiction in the 1950’s? 
10. What did women writers add to science fiction? 
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11. What are Saunders reasons for why blacks do not read science fiction? 
12. What kind of issues does Butler address that makes Kindred not fit into the 

typical genre of science fiction? How does she expose these issues? 
13. What do Butler’s metaphors address? 
14. How are black characters usually portrayed in science fiction books? How is 

this different from how Butler portrays them? 
15. How do the powerless communities in Butler’s novels come together? 
16. What role do the white character’s play in her stories? 
17. What parallel is drawn between Rufus Weylin and Kevin Franklin? What does 

this parallel make Dana realize? 
18. What does Dana return to the present with? 
19. What did books not teach Dana that she now knows? 
20. What are revealed during first-person moments? 
21. What internal moral battle does Dana fight? 
22. What knowledge does Butler hope the reader leaves with after reading 

Kindred? 
 
Key Questions (pp. 9–17) 

1. What did Dana lose on her last trip? 
2. Why was Kevin in jail? 
3. How did Dana convince the police that Kevin did not do anything to her? 
4. What did Dana’s arm look like? 
5. What did Kevin tell the police? 
6. What do you think this scene is foreshadowing? 
7. How does the author convey this? 
8. What happened on June 9, 1976? 
9. Where did Dana vanish? 
10. What did Dana do when she was by the river? 
11. What happened to Dana right before she reappeared? 
12. How did Kevin feel about what had just happened with Dana? 
13. Why was Dana’s body aching? What other clue shows that what she saw was 

real? 
14. What did Dana tell Kevin? 
15. Why was Dana worried? Why was Kevin worried? 
16. What advice does Kenny give Dana? 
17. Why does Butler have Dana travel back in time? 
18. How would you feel if this happened to you? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 18–27) 

1. How does Dana feel about leaving her house? Why? 
2. What happens to Dana when she feels dizzy? 
3. Where does Dana appear? 
4. What does Rufus do right when Dana appears? 
5. Does the boy remember Dana at first? 
6. Why does Rufus begin to remember Dana? 
7. What was Rufus able to see the first time Dana disappeared? 
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8. What convinces Rufus that Dana is not a ghost? 
9. What does Dana believe to be the reason for her travels? 
10. How does Dana feel when Rufus calls her a nigger? Why do you think she 

feels this way? 
11. Why does Rufus set the draperies on fire? 
12. What happened the first time Rufus set a fire? Why did he do it? 
13. How does this knowledge influence your opinion of Rufus? 
14. Why does the author choose to portray Rufus this way? 
15. Why do you think Butler chose to portray Dana as a strong female character? 
16. What values does Dana carry with her? 
17. What year are Dana and Rufus in?  
18. What other books have you read about time travel? How does this novel 

compare? 
19. Whose plantation are they on? 
20. Why do you think Dana asks about a girl names Alice? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 28–37) 

1. What fact does Rufus tell Dana about Alice? 
2. What does Dana begin to realize about Rufus in relation to her ancestry?  
3. What interesting fact about Rufus did Dana not know about?  
4. Why does Dana have a reason for saving Rufus now? What do you think 

would happen if she stopped saving him? 
5. Who does Dana look like? 
6. Is Dana a slave? 
7. What does Dana have to call Rufus? Why? 
8. Who did Rufus hear saying Dana’s name before she appeared? 
9. Where does Dana decide to go for refuge? 
10. Why does Rufus need to burn the rest of the draperies? 
11. What is Dana worried about on her way to Alice’s house? 
12. How would you feel if you were in Dana’s situation? 
13. Why do you think the author made Dana black in this novel? 
14. What did the white horsemen do when they arrived to the house? 
15. Why were the white horsemen at the house? 
16. Is it right for the white horsemen to do what they do? Why or why not? 
17. How did the white horsemen treat the black man? The black woman? 
18. How does the author invoke readers’ sympathy here? 
19. Is this novel as realistic as other historical novels you have read? 
20. Who was an innocent bystander in this situation? 
21. How do you think Alice is feeling? 
22. Why do you think Dana interfered when the child tried running away? 
23. What do you think will happen next? 

 

EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key paragraph, p. ix 
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“The American slave narrative is a literary form whose historical boundaries are 
firmly marked. Slave narratives ceased to be written when the last American citizen who 
had lived under institutionalized slavery died. The only way in which a new slave-
memoir could be written is if someone were able to travel into the past, become a slave, 
and return to tell a story. Because the laws of physics…preclude traveling backwards in 
time, such a book would have to be a hybrid of autobiographical narrative and scientific 
fantasy. That is exactly the sort of book Octavia Butler imagined when she wrote 
Kindred, first published in 1979. Like all good works of fiction, it looks like the truth” (p. 
ix). 
 
Writing Prompt 

The theme responsibility requires action states, “Responsibility is the active side 
of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  

Write a short narrative product discussing a time when you felt called to 
change something, and what you did about it. Why was this important to you?  

 
Key Paragraph, p. xxii 

“In the end, what may be most powerful and valuable for readers of Kindred is 
the simple reminder that all that history is not so very long ago. Butler focuses our 
attention on the continuity between past and present. The reader of Kindred may 
discover a closer kinship with the characters and events of the antebellum South than 
we often care to admit. Readers of this fantastic invention may also find their 
understanding of history enriched and deepened. In Kindred Octavia Butler has 
designed her own underground railroad between past and present whose terminus is 
the reawakened imagination of the reader” (p. xxiii). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Dana, the protagonist in the Kindred, is presented in the introduction. The theme 
responsibility requires actions is defined as, “Responsibility is the active side of morality: 
doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for everybody; 
especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.” 

Dana is faced with moral battles in this novel, some of which are mentioned 
in the introduction. In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative product about how 
reading about others’ moral battles influences your own moral compass. Use 
specific examples to support your ideas.  
 
 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 17 

“I wondered bitterly whether he was worried about my vanishing again or worried 
about my sanity. I still didn’t think he believed my story. “Maybe you’re right,” I said. “I 
hope you are. Maybe I’m just like a victim of robbery or rape or something—a victim 
who survives, but who doesn’t feel safe any more.” I shrugged. “I don’t have a name for 
the thing that happened to me, but I don’t feel safe any more.” (p. 17) 
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Writing Prompt 
The theme responsibility requires actions is defined as, “Responsibility is the 

active side of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.” 

Write a short narrative product describing a time when you helped 
someone only to have your kindness backfire on you. What happened? How did 
you feel afterwards? If you could do it over, would you still help them? 
 
Key Paragraph 

“Fact then: Somehow, my travels crossed time as well as distance. Another fact: 
The boy was the focus of my travels—perhaps the cause of them. He has seen me in 
my living room before I was drawn to him; he couldn’t have made that up. But I had 
seen nothing at all, felt nothing but sickness and disorientation” (p. 24). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Again and again, Dana is called to save this boy from near-death situations. The 
theme responsibility requires actions is defined as, “Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.” The second time 
Dana saves the boy by putting out the fire. 
 In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative product about a time when you 
or someone you know continued to make the same mistakes, regardless of any 
else’s help or advice. What happened? How did you feel about these situations? 
How did the others involved feel? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 37 

“She stopped, peered at me through the darkness. She was Alice, then. These 
people were my relatives, my ancestors. And this place could be my refuge” (37). 
 
Writing Prompt 

 “Responsibility is the active side of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I 
said I would do, doing what is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I 
should be doing right now.” Dana watches secretly as a black man is getting whipped in 
front of her.  
 Write a short narrative product about a time in your life when doing nothing 
was more responsible than doing something. Why is it difficult to determine this? 
What ultimately happened? 
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2c12 Cubing 5 Questions About Anything 

  Name   

  1   

 2 3 4 
 

 

  5   
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Open Mind Portrait: 
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KWL Chart 

K W L 
What do you know? What do you want to know? What have you learned? 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Kindred, Week 2 
 

 
 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing 
what is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be 
doing right now. 

 
What is slavery? 
 
Who were free blacks at this time? 
 
What is the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850? 
 
What is a biracial couple? 
 
Where is Compton? 
 
What is the Missouri Compromise? 
 
What is a free state? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

gourd (38) refuge (38) vulnerable (40) contrite (40) indignant (41) 

parasite (46) debatable (48) forge (48) liable (51) endurance (51) 

aerospace (56) clerical (56) exasperation (56) kindred (57) candor (57) 

feebly (59) demote (60) vulgar (61) sheer (63) commemorate (64) 

depraved (65) insolent (66) perennial (68) solemnly (70) rampant (73) 

 
READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 

• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
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Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. 37–74 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with these.  
 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  

 
EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

4g6 Character Profile Chart 
Fill out the Character Profile Chart on each character you wish to analyze 

1. Write the name of the character in the box in the middle of the chart. 
2. Think of 4 characteristics, or traits, that the character has.  Describe each with 

a key word or phrase and write it down in one of the 4 boxes that surround the 
name. 

3. For each trait, find 2 concrete examples of it in the story.  Write each in one of 
the 2 boxes attached to each trait box.  Continue this until you have 2 examples 
for each of the 4 traits.  

 
Construct a character profile chart on Dana. Based on what you have read, what traits 
could you use to describe Dana? Think about how she acts in her different settings.  
 

Construct a character profile chart on Kevin. Based on what you have read, what traits 
could you use to describe Kevin? Do not fill out the chart completely and add to it as 
you read on.  
 

KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart on slavery. What more have you learned about slavery? 
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Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “Dana” and the other circle “Kevin.” As you read, continue to fill out the 
Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the similarities 
section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between the two characters. 
 
5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Fill out the Character Interaction Chart for 3 characters  

1. Choose 3 characters you have profiled and wish to analyze.  Fill the name of 
each character in one of the 3 boxes. 
 

2. Each character box has another character box on each side.  On the side of the 
first character box near the second character box, write down what the first 
character thinks about the second character, and how the first character interacts 
or gets along with, the second character.   
 

3. Then do the same thing for how the second character thinks about and interacts 
with the first, in the second characters box. 
 

4. Continue doing this until you have filled out each box: the second for the third, 
the third for the second, the third for the first and the first for the third. 

 
Based on this reading, build a Character Interaction Chart between Rufus, Dana, and 
Kevin. 
 
3g6 Plot Profile Chart 
Fill out the Plot Profile Chart 

1. Decide on the 10 most important events in the story, chapter or segment you are 
analyzing.  List them in order in the rows at the bottom of the chart.  If you go 
back to the Beginning-Middle-End Chart, this will be easier to do. 

2. Decide on a scale of 1 [low] to 10 [high] how intense you think this event is, and 
mark your score in the appropriate box. 

3. Connect the marks in the boxes to form a graph. 
4. This graph will help you to profile the plot.  How it looks will depend on the story 

you are reading and whether you are plotting an entire story, or a chapter or 
segment. 

Begin a plot profile chart for this reading. Finish the chart after the next reading.  
 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. 37–45) 
1. Who does Dana tell Alice she is? 
2. What did the woman do when she regained consciousness? 
3. How does Dana describe herself and her history to the woman? Why do you 

think she tells her what she does? 
4. Why is the woman worried about letting Dana stay in her home? 
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5. What would you have done if you were the woman? 
6. What does Dana discover about Rufus? 
7. Who owns the man that was beaten? 
8. Why is the man not allowed to see his wife? 
9. What happens when Dana goes outside to get a blanket? 
10. Why does Dana panic when she is speaking to the white man? 
11. How does the woman react to the situation? Why does she react this way? 
12. Why does the white man tell Dana she has to pay? What is he going to do to 

her to make her pay? 
13. How does Dana save herself? Would you have done the same thing if you 

were Dana? 
14. What will happen to Dana if she does not get away? 
15. Where did Dana reappear? 
16. What did she accidently do to Kevin? Why do you think she reacted this way? 
17. How long was Dana gone for this time? 
18. What does Dana begin to tell Kevin? 
19. What is the last question Kevin asked Dana? 
20. Why do you think the author puts Dana in so much danger? 
21. How do you feel about Dana’s character so far? 
22. What do you think will happen next? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 46–51) 

1. Who does Dana tell Alice she is? Why does she tell her this? 
2. Where does Dana wake up? 
3. How does Kevin react to Dana’s story? 
4. Why do you think Butler portrays Kevin this way? 
5. Based on what you’ve read so far, what values does Kevin seem to hold? 
6. Why does Dana get annoyed with Kevin’s reaction? 
7. What does Kevin give Dana to help her in her situation? 
8. Why do Dana and Kevin begin to look through black history books? 
9. What was against the law during slavery? Why is this the case? 
10. What materials does Dana get to help herself? 
11. Why does Dana look up the Pennsylvania Railroad? 
12. What does Kevin realize about Dana’s fear? How will this help her? 
13. Would you be scared of excited if you were in this situation? Why? 
14. What do they think takes Dana to the past and brings her back to the 

present? 
15. Why does Kevin think Dana is at more of an advantage then other blacks in 

the past?  
16. Why does Dana think she is at a disadvantage? 
17. Do you think that Dana is at an advantage or disadvantage? Why? 
18. What does Kevin question about his appearance? 
19. What does Dana need from Kevin? What does Kevin need from Dana? 
20. Why do you think that it is important that Dana and Kevin keep their 

relationship strong during this time? 
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Key Questions (pp. 52–57) 
1. What kind of work did the labor agency give her? 
2. How much did she get paid? 
3. What was Dana’s ultimate goal? 
4. Why did Kevin initially take interest in Dana? 
5. What interested Dana about Kevin?  
6. Do you think the way the author depicted the beginning on their relationship 

was realistic or not? 
7. Do you think this novel could be classified as a romance novel as well? Why 

or why not? 
8. What did they find out about each other when they had lunch together? 
9. Why do you think Kevin buys Dana lunch? 
10. What did they have in common about their parents?  
11. Would you date someone if you knew your parents would not approve of 

them? 
12. What does the characters’ willingness to do this tell you about their values? 
13. Why do you think the author includes this conflict in the novel? 
14. Why did Dana drop out of college? 
15. How do you think Kevin feels about Dana? 
16. How did Dana start feeling about Kevin?  
17. What did Dana realize at the end of their date? 
18. How do you think their relationship will end up? 

 
Key Paragraph (pp. 58–65) 

1. Why did Dana prepare a bag? What did she put in the bag? 
2. Why do you think Kevin disappears with her this time? 
3. How would you feel about this if you were Kevin? 
4. Why do you think the author chooses to have Kevin go to the past with Dana? 
5. Where did Kevin and Dana find themselves? 
6. Does Rufus recognize Dana? 
7. How did Rufus injure himself? 
8. How does depict Rufus’ personality and values? 
9. Who did they send to call Rufus’s father? Why was this person hesitant?  
10. Who does Rufus think Kevin is? 
11. How does Rufus respond to Dana being from California of 1976? 
12. What would you think if you were Rufus? 
13. Kevin shares what fact about California with Rufus? 
14. What does Kevin show Rufus? 
15. Why doesn’t Dana want anyone else to know about her? 
16. Why do you think it is important for Dana to keep her true identity a secret? 
17. Do you think she will be able to keep her identity a secret? 
18. Why does Dana want to keep Kevin close to her at all times?  

 
 
Key Paragraph (pp. 65–74) 

1. How did Mr. Weylin respond to Rufus’s accident? 
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2. How did Mr. Weylin respond to Dana and Kevin? 
3. Why do you think Rufus did not want to leave Dana? 
4. Do you think Mr. Weylin showed hospitality? Why or why not? 
5. Where did Dana tell Mr. Weylin she was from? 
6. Why do you think Mr. Weylin is bothered by Dana? 
7. Do you think Mr. Weylin will do anything about this? 
8. How do you feel about Mr. Weylin so far, based on what you know from your 

reading? 
9. What did Dana see on the way to the house? 
10. Where does Dana have to eat? 
11. What does a slave tell Dana when she offers to stay with Rufus? 
12. Why is Dana the worst guardian for him at this time in history? 
13. How did Margaret Weylin react to Rufus? How did she react to Dana? 
14. Why do you think Butler chose to depict Rufus’ mother this way? 
15. How did Rufus’s mother react when she saw Dana in his room? 
16. Does Mrs. Weylin recognize Dana? 
17. Dana realizes that there was something about her that these people did not 

like. What do you think it is?  
18. Why couldn’t the girl direct Dana to the cookhouse? 
19. What bothered the girl about Dana? 
20. How was the mood in the cookhouse? 
21. How does Sarah react when Margaret Weylin is mentioned? 
22. What do Luke and Nigel want to know about Dana? 
23. How does Dana explain the way she talks? 
24. Why doesn’t Mr. Weylin like Dana, according to the other slaves? 
25. What does Nigel ask Dana? 
26. What do you think of the characters in the text? Why? 
27. Are the actions and behaviors of the characters realistic for this time period? 

Why or why not? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 
Key Paragraph, p. 39 

“And there in her words was a reason for the risk I had taken. I hadn’t thought of 
it until now, but if Rufus was one to tell what he shouldn’t, Alice’s mother should know 
so she could either hide more or send me away. I waited to see what she would say” 
(39).  

 

 

Writing Prompt 
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Responsibility requires action is defined as, “Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  
 Alice’s mother is hurt and scared, and refuses to let Dana sleep in her home. In 
one to two paragraphs, write about a time when you let fear determine your 
actions.  Be specific. How did you feel? What was your thought process like? 
How did you feel after the fact? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 47 

“I moved closer to him, relieved, content with even such grudging acceptance. 
He had become my anchor, suddenly, my tie to my own world. He couldn’t have known 
how much I need him firmly on my side” (47).  
 
Writing Prompt 

Responsibility requires action is described as, “Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  
 When Rufus was alive, slavery was not considered wrong by most people; today, 
we know that slavery was not morally responsible. People often make different mistakes 
during some parts of their lives than they do during other parts. In one to two 
paragraphs, write a narrative product about a mistake you made when you were 
younger than you wouldn’t make today. What happened? How did you learn from 
it?  
 
Key Paragraph, p. 57 

“It was a good evening. I brought him home with me when it was over, and the 
night was even better. Sometime during the early hours of the next morning when we 
lay together, tired and content in my bed, I realized that I knew less about loneliness 
than I had thought—and much less than I would know when he went away” (57). 
 
Writing Prompt 

How responsible is someone for making their dreams come true? Responsibility 
requires action is described as, “Responsibility is the active side of morality: doing what 
I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for everybody; especially 
doing the one thing I should be doing right now.” Dana and Kevin are determined to 
reach their dream of being writers.  

Write a narrative product about a dream that you have, and how you are 
working toward making this dream come alive. What obstacles are you facing? 
How are you trying to overcome them? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 65 

“’Good. Best not to tell anyone about us now either. Nothing about California or 
nineteen seventy-six.’ I took Kevin’s hand and held it.  

‘We’re going to have to fit in the best we can with the people here for as long as 
we have to stay. That means we’re going to have to play the roles you gave us’” (65). 
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Writing Prompt 
In this reading, Nigel is hesitant to call Mr. Weylin because he thinks he will get in 

trouble for leaving Rufus or for letting him get hurt. Even though Nigel is not responsible 
for Rufus’ actions, he may get blamed for Rufus’ mistakes. 

In one to two paragraphs, narrate a time when you were blamed for 
something you did not do. Did you accept the blame or deny it? How did you feel 
about what happened? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 74 

“’You’ll get into trouble,’ he said.  
‘Marse Tom already don’t like you. You talk too educated and you come from a 

free state.’ 
‘Why should either of those things matter to him? I don’t belong to him.’ 
The boy smiled. ‘He don’t want no niggers ‘round here talking better than him, 

putting freedom ideas in our heads’” (74).  
 

Writing Prompt 
Think about everyone’s initial reaction to Dana when she arrives to Mr. Weylin’s 

plantation. All the characters react to her differently based on what they know or think 
they know about her. 

Write a short narrative product about a time when you based your 
reactions to someone based on what you thought you knew about them. What 
happened? Were you right to act the way you did? How did you feel afterwards? 
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4g6 Character Profile Chart 

example 1 
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5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Character 1 to Character 2 

 
 
 
 
Character 1 to Character 3 
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3g6 Plot Profile Chart 
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Venn Diagram 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Kindred, Week 3 
 

 
 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

  

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing 
right now. 

 
How much did a slave cost in the 1800’s? 
  
What is Robinson Crusoe? 
 
Why were slaves not allowed to read and write? 
 
What is The Atlantic? 

 
How did their owners treat female slaves? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

abruptly (75) haste (76) discretion (82) humiliations (83) pallets (83) 

immortality (85) castaway (87) legitimate (92) menial (94) sadistic (94) 

pretentious (97) subversive (101) hostile (104) conscience (104) searing (107) 

pompous (110) incongruously (115) lacerations (115) bondage (116) degradation (117) 

vindictive (121) bluff (121) improvised (122) vehemently (124) retaliation (125) 

 

READ 
Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 

• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. 74–126 
 

RESPOND 
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Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

3g6 Plot Profile Chart 
Begin a plot profile chart for this reading. Finish the chart after the next reading.  
 
5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Build a character interaction chart for Dana, Kevin, and Marse Tom. 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Build an open mind portrait about Marse Tom, Mr. Weylin. What do you think Marse 
Tom thinks about Dana? Kevin? Rufus? His own actions? 
 
Venn Diagram 
Add to the Venn diagram about Dana and Kevin. Add differences and similarities 
between the two in regards to their relationship. In the similarities section, where the 
circles overlap, try to identify parallels between the two characters. 
 

2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
Construct a beginning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. Additions will be made to this chart as you continue to read.  
Fill out the Beginning-Middle-End Chart 

1. Decide what the most important events in the story are.  You may want to 
jot down a list. 

2. Decide whether each event is part of the beginning, middle or end or the 
story.  Then write a phrase describing each event in the correct column. 
Remember in the beginning you are introduced to the setting, the 
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characters and the problems they have.  In the middle you learn about the 
roadblocks to the characters solving their problems and the conflicts that 
occur.  In the end of the story, those conflicts reach a peak and then 
resolve with a resolution of the character’s problems. 

3. If the events in a column are not in the order they took place, number the 
items in the column. 

4. If you are analyzing a chapter or segment of a larger story, all of the events 
might be in 1 or 2 columns, understood as part of the larger story.  Or it 
might work to analyze the beginning, middle and end of just this part. 

 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. 74–84) 
1. Why is Dana worried about eating? 
2. What would you do if you were in Dana’s situation? 
3. What happened to Sarah’s husband? Her kids? 
4. Why didn’t Master Tom sell Carrie? 
5. What can you tell about his values and personality based on this decision? 
6. Why do you think Butler chose to portray Rufus’ father this way? 
7. How does she accomplish this with her writing style? 
8. How do Dana and Kevin have to act? 
9. Why does Kevin have to stay near Dana? 
10. Why doesn’t Dana want Kevin to stay without her? 
11. What story did Kevin tell Master Tom? 
12. What job is offered to Kevin? 
13. How does Kevin explain why he still has Dana as a slave? 
14. Why does Dana want to help Kevin with Rufus? 
15. Where does Dana sleep? 
16. What incident leads Kevin to want to leave? 
17. Why doesn’t Dana want to leave? 
18. Would you want to leave if you were Dana? Kevin? 
19. What does Kevin want to do to Dana’s sleeping arrangements? How does 

Dana feel about this? 
20. What does Dana discover about Margaret being “moral?” 

 
Key Questions (pp. 85–96) 

1. Where does Dana begin sleeping? Why? 
2. What does the fact that three black children look like Master Tom imply? 
3. If Dana and Kevin were to leave, where would they go? 
4. What would you do if you were Dana or Kevin? 
5. What does Rufus ask Dana about Sarah? 
6. What does Rufus ask Dana about herself? 
7. Who is Miss Hannah? 
8. How does Rufus feel about reading? About school? Why? 
9. Why do you think Butler depicts Rufus this way? 
10. What happened to Alice and her family? 
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11. What did Rufus share with his mother? Why did he share this? 
12. Why do you think Rufus does not want Dana to go home? 
13. How would you react to this if you were Dana? 
14. What do you think will happen next? 
15. What did Mr. Weylin catch Dana doing? 
16. What does Mr. Weylin offer Dana? How does she respond? 
17. Why do you think Mr. Weylin makes all the slaves watch another slave get 

whipped? 
18. Who is the first to realize Dana switched rooms? How does this person react 

once Dana confirms it? 
19. Why doesn’t Sarah like Margaret? 
20. What does this tell you about Sarah, her values, and her personality? 
21. Who does Sarah have to speak up for? Why? 
22. How does Dana respond to Sarah about Master Tom?  
23. What does Sarah think about Dana and Kevin? What does she suggest Dana 

do? 
24. What does Dana ask Sarah in regards to Master Tom? Why do you think 

Sarah responds the way she does? 
 

Key Questions (pp. 96–107) 
1. What advice does Dana decide to follow? 
2. Does Dana move out of Kevin’s room? 
3. How does she begin to feel about sleeping in Kevin’s room? 
4. Why does Dana become bothered with how much they begin to adapt to their 

new environment? 
5. What does this say about Dana’s values? 
6. What does Mr. Weylin catch Dana doing? 
7. What does Nigel ask Dana? 
8. Why does Dana think she and Kevin fit in so well? 
9. What game do Dana and Kevin see some children playing? 
10. Why does this game bother Dana? How does Kevin react? 
11. What do their reactions tell you about these characters? 
12. What do you think Butler’s purpose was for including this game and the 

characters’ interaction about it in the novel? 
13. What do you think about this game? 
14. What does Dana have to help Kevin realize? 
15. What do you think will ultimately happen to Kevin? 
16. How does Rufus respond when Master Tom tells him he should be ashamed 

because Dana can read better than him? 
17. How does Mr. Weylin get Rufus to apologize? 
18. What does this say about Mr. Weylin? 
19. What happens the day Margaret bothers Rufus while Dana is reading? 
20. What does Dana offer to Carrie? Who is she going against by asking Carrie 

this? 
21. Why do you think Butler chose to make Dana so resilient in her beliefs? 

 



 

© 2018 The President and Board of Trustees of Santa Clara College 
Visit us at www.scu.edu/character  

 

31 

Key Questions (pp. 108–117) 
1. Why didn’t Dana and Kevin live together? 
2. What did Kevin ask Dana to do that made her leave his apartment? 
3. Why did Dana decide to marry Kevin? 
4. How did Kevin’s sister react to Dana? 
5. How did Dana’s uncle react? Why do you think he reacted this way? 
6. Where did they get married? Why did they decide to get married there? 
7. What does the characters’ decision to get married despite the wishes of their 

families say about them and their values? 
8. Would you find it hard to go against your parent’s wishes, even if you knew 

that their beliefs were racist? 
9. Why do you think Butler added this conflict into the text? 
10. How do you as the reader feel about Kevin, knowing what you know about 

him now? 
11. What was waiting for them at the apartment when they got back from Vegas? 
12. How was Dana feeling when she woke up? 
13. Was Kevin with her when she returned to the present? 
14. What did Dana pack into her bag? 
15. Why does Dana feel caught in between two homes? 
16. How long was Dana gone for? How much time did she spend in the past? 
17. Why did Dana call her cousin? 
18. What did Dana’s cousin think happened to her? 
19. What kind of books does Dana begin to read? 
20. Have you read any books about WWII? What did you learn about? 
21. How does Dana compare World War II and slavery? 
 

Key Questions (pp. 117–126) 
1. How long was Dana home before she started feeling dizzy again? 
2. What was happening when Dana appeared in the woods? 
3. What had happened to the girl? How do you know this? 
4. Why did Dana try to save Rufus? 
5. What would you have done in Dana’s situation, taking all of the factors into 

account? 
6. What does Dana’s reaction tell you about her values? 
7. Who is the girl? Who is the man she is with? 
8. How does Alice know about Dana? 
9. What does Dana tell Isaac and Alice to do? 
10. Why do you think Isaac will not take the pass from Dana? 
11. What happened to Kevin? 
12. How does Dana try to trick Rufus? 
13. What did Rufus do to Alice? Why is he so mad? 
14. Why do you think Butler included this conflict in the novel? 
15. How does Dana try to make Rufus feel bad for Alice? 
16. What do you think will happen to Alice and Isaac if they are caught? 
17. Have you read any other books about runaway slaves? What happened in 

them? 
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18. If you were Alice or Isaac, would you take this chance? 
19. Do you feel any sympathy for Rufus? How does Butler accomplish this with 

her writing? 
20. How does Rufus really feel about Dana? How do we know this? 
21. What does Dana want Rufus to say? Why? 
22. Why are Dana and Rufus a threat to each other? 
23. What does Rufus finally agree to do? 
24.What does Dana wonder about Master Tom?  

 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key Paragraph p. 82 
“You’ll try. Maybe that will be enough. I hope so. But if it isn’t, if I do have to come 

here alone, I’ll have a better chance of surviving if I stay here now and work on the 
insurance we talked about. Rufus. He’ll probably be old enough to have some authority 
when I come again. Old enough to help me. I want him to have as many good memories 
of me as I can give him now” (82).  
 
Writing Prompt 
 Our theme of “Responsibility Requires Action” states that responsibility is “doing 
what is best for everybody.” Dana wants to try to win Rufus over in case she returns 
again. She believes if he has good memories of her that he may help her the next time 
she returns.  
 In one to two narrative paragraphs, write about a time when you changed 
your actions to influence someone else’s behavior. What happened? Did it work? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 85 

“I knew which children he meant. They had different mothers, but there was a 
definite family resemblance between them. I’d seen Margaret Weylin slap one of them 
hard across the face. The child had done nothing more than toddle in to her path. If she 
was willing to punish a child for her husband’s sins, would she be any less willing to 
punish me if she knew that I was where she wanted to be with Kevin? I tried not to think 
about it.” (85).  
 
 
Writing Prompt 

The theme “Responsibility Requires Action” states that responsibility is the active 
side of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best 
for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  
 Write a short narrative product about a time when you took your anger out 
on someone who did not deserve it. What happened? How did you feel 
afterwards? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 97 
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“Time passed. Kevin and I became more of the household, familiar, accepted, 
accepting. That disturbed me too when I thought about it. How easily we seemed to 
acclimatize. Not that I wanted us to have trouble, but it seemed as though we should 
have had a harder time adjusting to this particular segment in history—adjusting to our 
places in the household of a slaveholder” (97).  
 
Writing Prompt 
 In this reading Dana says, “But now and then, like with the kids’ game, I can’t 
maintain the distance. I’m drawn all the way into eighteen nineteen, and I don’t know 
what to do.  I ought to be doing something though. I know that.”  

Write a short narrative product about a time when you knew you should 
change something, but you didn’t know what to do. What happened? How did you 
resolve the situation? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 117 

“Then, somehow, I got caught up in one of Kevin’s World War II books—a book 
of excerpts from the recollections of concentration camp survivors. Stories of beatings, 
starvation, filth, disease, torture, every possible degradation. As though the Germans 
had been trying to do in only a few years with the Americans had worked at for nearly 
two hundred” (117). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 In this text, Dana is comparing the Nazis during World War II to slavery in the 
South. It was only through the responsible action of many brave people that both of 
these unjust periods of time were finally ended.  

In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative about a time when you were 
treated unjustly. What happened? How did you resolve the situation? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 120 

“She turned and followed Isaac, leaving me alone with the unconscious Rufus—
alone to wonder where she and Isaac would go. North to Pennsylvania? I hoped so. 
And where had Kevin gone? Why had he gone anywhere? What if Rufus wouldn’t help 
me find him? Or what if I didn’t stay in this time long enough to find him? Why couldn’t 
he have waited…?” (120). 
 
Writing Prompt 

In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative about a time when you felt alone 
or abandoned by someone who was supposed to care about you. How did you 
act in this situation? Did this person act responsibly? 
 
 

2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 

Beginning Middle End 
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Kindred, Week 4 
 

 
 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing 
what is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be 
doing right now. 

 
What was a slave’s marriage like? 
 
What is an abolitionist? 
 
What happened to slaves when they committed crimes? 
 
What kind of work did slaves do? 
 
Who is Harriet Tubman? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

wearily (127) inevitable (128) agonizing (131) digest (135) leisure (136) 

condescending (137) grimaced (138) repressive (141) dismayed (142) senile (147) 

nausea (148) squander (149) superstitious (153) assurance (155) hearth (160) 

industrious (162) neutral (163) cunning (164) erratic (164) onerous (165) 

afflicted (169) edible (170) monotony (172) erect (175) malice (179) 

 

READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 

• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. 126–179 
 

RESPOND 
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Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

KWL Chart 
Add to KWL chart on slavery. What more have you learned about slavery? Think about 
laws regarding reading and writing and marriages.  
 
2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
Add to the beginning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. What does this reading show about their relationship and how Rufus feels about 
her? 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Build an OPM for Alice. How do you think she is feeling now that she is remembering 
everything? How does she feel towards Dana? Rufus? 
 
2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
Add to the begininning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. What does this reading show about their relationship and how Rufus feels about 
her? 
 
5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Build a character interaction chart between Rufus, Alice, and Dana.  
 
 
 
2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
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Add to the begin inning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. What does this reading show about their relationship and how Rufus feels about 
her? 
 

Map 
Make a map of Dana’s journey. Be sure to mark what she encounters on the road.  
Map 
Materials: 

• stiff paper 11x17 or bigger to make a map  

• or a printed map of the area 

• push pins or something else to mark the map  

• pencils, pens, crayons, markers 

• construction paper, scissors, glue sticks if desired 
Step One:  Find or make a map of the setting in the story.  

1. Make sure key places are located on the mapp.  Remember this map needs 
to be big enough to mark many things on it. 

 
Step Two: After today’s reading, place a mark where the story left off. 
1. Decide where the story leaves off [or ends] today – this is usually the location 

of the main character. 
2. Put a pin or other marker at this spot. 

 
Step Three: Add or mark important places in the story on the mapp. 
1. Decide if any of the places in today’s reading are important for this story. 
2. Either add these places to the map or mark them. 

 
Variations for the Map 
1. If you are reading a book from a certain geographical location, you will want 

to have a map available. 
2. Use a big map and a little map for specific places that are important in the 

story, like a particular place or property or smaller area. 
3. Use a different kind of map like a smaller map or a topographic mapp. 
4. Make up the map as you learn details in the story.  This works well when the 

characters don’t actually know where they are. 
 

Variations for Writing 
1. Write a description of the setting using the map as a guide. 

 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. 126–136) 
1. How did Dana feel when she arrived at the Weylin plantation? 
2. How did Jake respond to Dana? Why do you think he feels this way? 
3. What does Carrie look like now? Nigel? 
4. How did Mr. Weylin respond to Dana and Rufus’s situation? 
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5. What does this reaction tell you about Mr. Weylin, his thoughts, and values? 
6. How does Butler depict Mr. Weylin this way through her writing? 
7. What did Mr. Weylin ask Dana after they picked up Rufus? 
8. What did Mr. Weylin say about Kevin? 
9. How do you think Kevin felt about waiting for Dana for so long? 
10. If you were Kevin, would you have left the plantation earlier or waited longer? 
11. What do you think will happen between Dana and Kevin? 
12. Why do you think Butler chose to have Kevin stay behind for so long? 
13. How id this novel different from other books about time travel you have read? 
14. Under what conditions can Dana stay on the plantation? 
15. What did Nigel ask Dana about Rufus? 
16. How does Dana explain to Rufus why she looks so young? 
17. What do Kevin’s letters say? 
18. Who is going to write to Kevin? Who is going to send the letter to Kevin? Why 

does it have to be this way? 
 

Key Questions (pp. 137–148) 
1. Why is Dana angry when she enters the cookhouse? 
2. Why is Sarah happy that Dana is back? 
3. What happened to Miss Margaret and where is she? 
4. Who is Jake Edwards? 
5. What happened to Luke? Why? 
6. How does Rufus feel about the book Dana brought? What does he tell her to 

do to it? 
7. What does Dana rip out of the book? 
8. Under what condition does Rufus agree to send Dana’s letter? 
9. How do you feel about Rufus and his values at this point? Is he a responsible 

person? 
10. How long were Isaac and Alice free? 
11. What role did Sarah play in the household now? 
12. How does Sarah feel about lazy slaves? How does Dana react to this? 
13. How does Sarah react to slaves writing books? 
14. Have you read any books written by slaves? What are they like? 
15. How do they compare to this ‘slave narrative’? 
16. What has Sarah accepted in her life? Why? 
17. If you were Sarah, would you do the same thing? 
18. How does Butler’s writing style encourage the reader to feel sympathy for 

Sarah? 
19. How does Alice look when Rufus returns to the plantation with her? 
20. Why is Dana struggling to take care of her? 
21. What convinces Rufus to get Dana what she needs? 
22. What do you think will happen to Alice? 

 
Key Questions (pp 148–160) 

1. What condition is Alice in? In what way was Alice a job for Dana?  
2. What happened to Isaac? 
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3. Why is Dana hesitant about Alice sleeping in Rufus’s room? 
4. Did Rufus get what he wanted with Alice? 
5. What do you think about Rufus based on this information? Is he acting 

responsibly toward Alice? 
6. How does the author depict Rufus in this way through her writing style? 
7. What does Sarah think about Rufus and Dana’s relationship? 
8. Why didn’t Sarah believe that Dana was married to Kevin? 
9. How did Kevin act on the plantation, according to Sarah? 
10. How does Sarah feel about the letter Dana wrote for Kevin? 
11. What personal experience does Sarah share with Dana? 
12. How does this change your view of Sarah? 
13. How does Butler accomplish this? 
14. Does Dana believe Rufus sent the letter? Why? 
15. Do you believe Rufus sent the letter? Why or why not? 
16. Why is Rufus angry that Alice is beginning to remember? 
17. What happened with Carrie? 
18. What does Alice begin to remember when she and Dana are cooking dinner? 
19. What do you think will happen with Alice next? 
20. Why does Alice become angry with Dana? How does she take out her anger 

on Dana? How does Dana respond?  
 
Key Questions (pp 160–168) 

1. How does Nigel feel about his baby and Mr. Weylin? 
2. What does Mr. Weylin give Nigel’s family? Why does he do this? 
3. How does Rufus feel about Dana writing another letter? 
4. How does this make you feel about Rufus? Do you trust him?  
5. How does Mr. Weylin feel about Dana writing a letter? Why do you think he 

feels this way? 
6. What does Rufus want Dana to convince Alice to do? 
7. Have you ever been in a situation like this before? What happened? 
8. How does Rufus convince Dana to help him? 
9. Why does Alice attack Dana? What does she say to her? 
10. Who was Alice’s only enemy? Why? 
11. When Dana delivers the message to Alice, how does she react? 
12. What three choices does Alice have? 
13. Can you think of any other choices Alice could make? 
14. What message does Alice want Dana to deliver to Rufus? 
15. Why do you think Dana lets Alice talk to her the way she does? 
16. Would Dana go to Rufus if she were Alice? 
17. What would you choose to do in this situation if you were Alice? 
18. How does the author make you feel conflicted about what Alice should do in 

this situation? 
19. What is Alice’s first decision? How is Dana going to help her with this plan? 
20. Why does Alice change her mind and decide to go to Rufus?  
21. What do you think Alice is thinking when she makes her final choice? 
22. What do you think will ultimately happen between Alice and Rufus? 
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Key Questions (pp 169–179) 

1. What happened to Alice as she adjusted to Rufus? 
2. How does Rufus learn to control Dana? 
3. What did Alice find in Rufus’ room? What does Dana do? 
4. What does this discovery tell you about Rufus? 
5. What does Dana take with her when she runs away? 
6. How did the stick make her feel? 
7. Would you have made the same choice that Dana did? 
8. What did Dana have to avoid on the road? 
9. Who found Dana hidden in the woods? 
10. How did Dana get injured when Rufus landed on top of her? 
11. How was Dana when she woke up on Rufus’ horse? 
12. Butler is slowly removing the readers’ sympathy for Rufus. How is she 

accomplishing this through her writing? 
13. What do you think will ultimately happen to Rufus? 
14. Why did Dana act like a wild woman? 
15. What did Mr. Weylin do to Dana? Why does he do this? 
16. Who took care of Dana? 
17. How did Dana feel about running away after she was caught? 
18. Why was Dana happy she did not have her sleeping pills? 
19. Why did Liza get beaten up? Who was part of her beating? 
20. Why do you think the author includes this additional conflict in the novel? 
21. What did Liza tell Mr. Weylin about her swollen face?  

 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key Paragraph, p. 131 

“I kept going, glad to get away from him. He had known more about me than he 
wanted to talk about. That was clear from the questions he hadn’t asked. He had seen 
me vanish twice now. And Kevin and Rufus probably told him at least something about 
me. I wondered how much. And I wondered what Kevin had said or done that made him 
a ‘damn fool” (p. 131). 
 

Writing Prompt 

 Our theme is “responsibility requires action.” Dana is worried that some people 
know too much about her; she is trying to hide certain facts to keep herself and Kevin 
safe. 
 In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative product about a time when 
hiding something about you was more responsible than sharing it. What 
happened? Was it hard to make this choice? 
 

Key Paragraph, p. 142 
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“I turned to face him, dismayed. More blackmail. I had thought that was over 
between us. I hoped it was over; I needed so much to trust him. I didn’t dare stay with 
him if I couldn’t trust him” (p. 142). 
 

Writing Prompt 

Responsibility is “doing what I should do.” If you always do what you should do, 
and do “the one thing you should be doing right now” then people will trust you. Trust is 
a very important part of any relationship. 
 Write a short narrative product about a time when someone broke your 
trust. What happened? Were you able to rebuild the relationship? 
 

Key Paragraph, p. 157 

“She drew back a little in surprise. I had shouted at her. She probably thought I 
was angry—and I was. But not at her. I wanted to pull her back from the edge of a cliff. 
It was too late though. She would have to take her fall. 

‘I’ll tell you whatever you want to know,’ I said wearily. ‘But believe me, you don’t 
want to know as much as you think you do’” (p. 157). 
 

Writing Prompt 

In this reading, Dana sees that Rufus got what he wanted: Alice. He went about it 
without having to deal with her husband or any repercussions. Now, Alice has been 
destroyed. The theme responsibility requires action states, “Responsibility is the active 
side of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best 
for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  
 Write a narrative product about a time when you tried to protect someone 
by withholding the truth from them, like Dana tried to do with Alice. Why is it hard 
to decide how to act responsibly in a situation like this? What was the result of 
your actions? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 162 

“His mind was on Alice. She was stronger now, and his patience with her was 
gone.  I had thought that eventually he would just rape her again—and again. In fact, I 
was surprised the he hadn’t already done it. I didn’t realize that he was planning to 
involve me in that rape. He was, and he did” (p. 162).  
 
Writing Prompt 
 In this reading, Rufus tries to convince Dana to help him with Alice. He wants 
Alice to come to him willingly so he does not have to whip her. He tries making Dana 
feel bad by telling her she is not a good friend if she does not keep her from being 
beaten. Dana decided to help Rufus because she wanted Alice to avoid some pain.  
The theme responsibility requires action states, “Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  
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In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative product about a time when you 
had to try to choose the lesser of two evils. What happened? How did you make 
your choice? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 178 

“I longed for my sleeping pills to give me oblivion, but some small part of me was 
glad I didn’t have them. I didn’t quite trust myself with them just now. I wasn’t quite sure 
how many of them I might take” (p. 178).  
 
Writing Prompt 
 After Dana is captured she agrees with Mr. Weylin that even though she is 
educated she isn’t very smart. She becomes frustrated and wonders what she did 
wrong. She does not understand why she is a slave to someone she tried saving.  
The theme responsibility requires action states, “Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now.”  

In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative about a time when doing what 
you thought was right backfired on you. What happened? How did you feel about 
the situation afterwards? 
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PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing 
right now. 

 
Who is a flintlock? 
 
Who is Denmark Vesey? 
 
What is Ague? 
 
What is malaria? 
 
What is laudanum? 
 
What does emetic mean? 
 
What does dengue fever? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

dissolve (180) tedious (181) idle (182) mare (185) composure 
(187) 

cautiously 
(189) 

extravagant 
(192) 

rebellion (193) antiseptic (195) exile (196) 

harrowing 
(199) 

flay (202) coax (207) ominously 
(209) 

quelling (209) 

groin (212) wilted (215) petulantly 
(216) 

submissive 
(221) 

speculating 
(221) 

frail (224) obscene (226) brevity (227) abruptness 
(227) 

eluding (231) 

 

READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 

• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. 179–233 
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RESPOND 

Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 

• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  
 

EXPLORE 

Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

Open Mind Portrait 
Make an OMP for Rufus. How do you think he is feeling about Dana leaving? What do 
you think he is really thinking the he is not saying aloud? 
 
Also add to Alice’s OMP. How do you think she feels when she sees Dana with Kevin? 
Why does she not wave good-bye? 
 
Open Mind Portrait 
Make an OPM for Kevin. How is he feeling when he returns to his home? Why does he 
feel this way? How does he feel towards Dana? 
 
5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Based on this reading, build a character interaction chart between Rufus, Dana, and Mr. 
Weylin.  
 
 

Setting Sketch 
Draw a picture of the scene/setting when the slaves are being sold. Be sure to include 
Tess, Dana, and Rufus in the picture. 
 
2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
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Add to the begin inning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. What does this reading show about their relationship and how Rufus feels about 
her? 
 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. 179–188) 
1. What did Rufus give Dana? 
2. Who wrote the letter to Kevin? Why? 
3. What does Dana tell Rufus about the letters? 
4. Why didn’t Rufus send the letters? What does this make Dana realize? 
5. Why couldn’t Dana ever hate Rufus?  
6. Could you hate Rufus? Why or why not? 
7. How does Rufus explain Mr. Weylin’s reason for beating her? 
8. What happened to Tess? Why? 
9. What did Nigel do when Mr. Edwards tried giving him orders? 
10. When Kevin arrived, did he recognize Dana? 
11. How do you think Kevin has changed as a result of his time alone in the past? 
12. Why does Dana have to pull away from Kevin when he hugs her? 
13. When does Dana want to leave? Why? 
14. How did Alice look when she saw Dana with Kevin? 
15. How does Rufus react to Dana leaving? 
16. According to Rufus, why does Mr. Weylin want to talk to Kevin? 
17. How does Dana react to Rufus? 
18. What does Rufus do that Dana never expected? 
19. Why do you think Butler chose to include this conflict in the novel? 
20. Based on what you know of this time period, is Rufus’ reaction realistic? 
21. What does Dana do right before she pushes Rufus to the point of shooting? 
22. What would have been the more appropriate way to act in this situation? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 189–197) 

1. Where does Dana wake up? With who? 
2. Why did Kevin and Dana have a hard time adjusting to being home? 
3. Why did Dana feel like the plantation was more of her home then her own? 
4. How would you feel if you were in Dana and Kevin’s situation? 
5. What did Kevin see a master do to his pregnant slave? 
6. How far did Kevin get? 
7. Why didn’t Kevin buy a farm? 
8. When was the only time Kevin was eager to go somewhere? 
9. What was Kevin accused of? 
10. Why was Kevin frustrated? How did he feel? 
11. What did Dana see in Kevin? 
12. Why did Kevin want to be alone? 
13. How do you think Kevin will feel once their time travel ends for good? 
14. How does Butler depict Kevin’s change in personality? 
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15. Whose values do you think have changed the most over the course of the 
novel? 

16. Think about life in the 1800’s: what would be the most shocking change for 
you to adjust to? 

17. What did Dana pack in her bag? 
18. How was Dana feeling about Kevin when he went into the office alone? 
19. What happens to Dana when she is speaking with Kevin? What does she ask 

for? 
 
Key Questions (pp. 198–210) 

1. Where does Dana appear? What situation is Rufus in this time? 
2. How does Mr. Weylin treat Dana when he sees her?  
3. How do you think Mr. Weylin feels about Kevin? 
4. What does Mr. Weylin want Dana to do? How does Dana use this to threaten 

him? 
5. What is wrong with Rufus? 
6. How does Dana explain Malaria to Nigel? 
7. Why does Mr. Weylin refuse to get ‘professional’ help for Rufus? 
8. What does this tell you about Mr. Weylin and his values? 
9. What has been going on in Alice’s life? 
10. What happens to Mr. Weylin? 
11. What does Dana try to do to save him? 
12. What happens next? Why does Rufus blame Dana for his father’s death? 
13. How would you feel if you were Rufus in this situation? 
14. Why did Butler choose to include this conflict in the novel? 
15. What does Alice say happened to her babies? 
16. How does Rufus punish Dana for his father’s death? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 210–223) 

1. How did Alice feel about the doctor? Who called him around the children? 
2. How did Rufus punish Dana for his father’s death? 
3. What did Fowler do to Dana in the fields? 
4. Why is it important that Butler included this information in the novel? 
5. Why does another slave advise her not to work so hard? 
6. What happens to Dana when she no longer can work anymore? 
7. Who does Dana wake up to? 
8. How do Dana and Rufus act towards each other at the house? 
9. What does Rufus threaten Dana with when she walks away from him? 
10. What does Rufus admit about his dad’s death? 
11. What does Rufus’ original reaction to his dad’s death tell you about Rufus? 
12. Who is coming back to the plantation? Who will take care of her?  
13. How does Rufus apologize to Dana? 
14. How was Margaret when she returned? 
15. How did Dana feel towards Miss Margaret after working with her for a while? 
16. Why does Dana sicken Alice?  
17. What do you think will ultimately happen to Alice? 
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18. What group arrives to the plantation? What happened? 
19. Why do you think Tess ignores Dana? 
20. 20.Why is Dana upset about the selling of the slaves? How does Rufus 

explain his actions? 
 
Key Questions (pp. 223–233) 

1. Why does Dana think Rufus sold the slaves? 
2. What does Carrie think will eventually happen to everyone? 
3. What does Dana begin to regret? Why? 
4. What disease did Rufus say he had? 
5. What do you think will happen to the slaves when Rufus dies? 
6. What is Dana going to write for Rufus? 
7. What does Rufus tell Dana and Alice when he pops in on them drunk? 
8. What personal question does Alice ask Dana? 
9. What does Dana do to Rufus for Alice? 
10. What happened when Dana and Alice joined the slaves to husk corn? 
11. What did the man who approached Dana tell her? 
12. Why do you think Rufus threw a party on Christmas? 
13. Based on what you know of slave owners, is this action expected? 
14. Why do you think Rufus is becoming jealous of the man who spoke to Dana?  
15. What did Alice convince Rufus to let Dana do? 
16. Why did Rufus’s attitude towards Joe change? 
17. Why does Butler include this, and what does it tell you about Rufus and his 

values? 
18. What does Alice want for her children? What does Rufus want in return? 
19. How do you feel about the novel so far? What are the most important things 

you are taking away from it? 
 

EXTEND 

Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key Paragraph, pp. 186 

“People kept warning me about him, dropping hints that he was meaner than he 
seemed to be. Sarah had warned me, and most of the time, she loved him like one of 
those sons she had lost. And I had seen the marks he occasionally left on Alice. But he 
had never been that way with me—not even when he was angry enough to be. I had 
never feared him as I’d feared his father. Even now, I wasn’t as frightened as I probably 
should have been. I wasn’t frightened for myself. That was why I challenged him” (186). 
 

Writing Prompt 

Relationships are very fluid; they change frequently throughout our lives. Dana 
and Rufus’ relationship has changed considerably since they first met when he was just 
a young boy. While Dana has continued to be responsible, Rufus has gotten less and 
less responsible as time has gone on.  
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 In one to two narrative paragraphs, write about how one of your 
relationships has changed based on changing levels of responsibility. What 
happened? How is the relationship now? 
 
Key Paragraph, pp. 192 

“’Home at last, I thought, and you…’” He [Kevin] looked at me [Dana].  
‘Well I got half of what I wanted. You’re still you. ’I went to him with relief that 

surprised me. I hadn’t realized how much I’d worried, even now, that I might not be “still 
me” as far as he was concerned’” (192). 
 
Writing Prompt 

People change quite a bit over the course of their lives. Their personalities, 
values, and beliefs change, just as their responsibilities change: doing what you said 
you would do, and doing what is best for everybody will have different results every 
time.  
 Write a short narrative product about how you have changed recently. Was 
it a good change or a bad one? How do you want to change next? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 206 

“’He’s as close to being scared of you as he’s ever been of anything’ said Nigel.  
‘I think he’d rather try to kill you than admit it though,’” (206). 

 
Writing Prompt 
 Rufus’ life is put into Dana’s hands, and she is threatened with death if Rufus 
does not live.  
 Write a short narrative product about a time when you were given a 
responsibility that felt impossibly unfair. How did you handle the situation? What 
was the end result? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 214 

“The threat stunned me. He meant it. He’d send me back out. I stood staring at 
him, not with anger now, but with surprise—and fear. He could do it. Maybe later, I 
would have a chance to make him pay, but for now, he could do as he pleased. He 
sounded more like his father than himself. In that moment, he even looked like his 
father” (214). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Responsibility is “the active side of morality: doing what I should do, doing what I 
said I would do, doing what is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I 
should be doing right now.” In this reading, Rufus is selling slaves because his father 
had already arranged the sale. He had agreed to do what his father asked of him.  
 Sometimes it can be difficult to tell whether it is more responsible to do what you 
said you would do, or do what you should do. In one to two paragraphs, write about a 
time when you faced this struggle. What did you decide to do? How did the 
situation turn out? 
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Key Paragraph, p. 230 
“His smile was still in place, but there was no longer any humor in it. I noticed, 

now, that he was watching the big muscular man who had tried to get me to dance—the 
same man who had spoken to me at the corn husking. I would have to ask Sarah to tell 
him not to speak to me again. He didn’t mean anything, but that would be save him if 
Rufus got angry” (230). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Alice says, “I guess so. Anyways, all that means we’re two halves of the same 
woman—at least in his crazy head.” Alice says, “I guess so. Anyways, all that means 
we’re two halves of the same woman—at least in his crazy head.” Is it a responsible 
action to deny two people’s individuality? Rufus seems to think that Dana and Alice are 
nearly interchangeable; he does not treat them as complete human beings. 
 Write a short, narrative product about a time when you felt as though you 
individuality had been taken away from you. What happened? How did you feel?  
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Character Based Literacy Program  
Independent Study Lesson Plan 
Kindred, Week 6 
 

 
 

PREPARE 

Background Gather background knowledge about a place, time, event, person, or thing. 

 

 

Responsibility Requires Action.   Responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what 
is best for everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing 
right now. 

 
What is gangrene? 
 
What is a certificate of freedom? 
 
What was the Civil War? 
 

Word Wall Here are vocabulary words to add to the Word Wall. 

 

elated (234) complacency (237) hasty (238) thatch (240) breeding (243) 

anchor 
(246) 

sprawled (247) prerogative (250) fondling (250) minister (251) 

melancholy 
(252) 

indication (256) oblique (258) perspiration (260) vicious (260) 

 

READ 

Review Review the timeline from the beginning every day. 

 

Start at the beginning and review the story so far 

• mention the setting and main character 

• point to each timeline item as you quickly review it 
 

Read Read the selection. 
 

Read pp. 233–264 
 

RESPOND 
Timeline List the 15–20 most important on the timeline. 

 

Think about what you read today and begin your timeline 

• First, fix the facts: who, what, when, where, why 
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• Then, decide on the most important events and begin your timeline with 
these.  

 
Over the course of the next week, you will be required to read a number of pages.  It 
would be best if you spread the reading out over the week and not try to do everything 
at the last minute before your next appointment.  
 

Map Add to ongoing activities like a KWL chart or map: where did the characters go? 

 

Venn Diagram 
Label one circle “The Past” and the other circle “The Present.” As you read, continue to 
fill out the Venn diagram with differences and similarities between the two. In the 
similarities section, where the circles overlap, try to identify parallels between characters 
and events, like some of the ones mentioned in the introduction.  
 

EXPLORE 
Activity Explore the reading more deeply with a visual or oral language activity. 

 

5g6 Character Interaction Chart 
Construct a character interaction chart between Rufus, Dana, and the slaves. 
Remember the slaves includes Alice, his children, and Sam. 
 
2g6 Beginning-Middle-End Chart 
Add to the begin inning-middle-end chart focusing on the relationship between Alice and 
Rufus. What does this reading show about their relationship and how Rufus feels about 
her? Now you can fill out the end of the chart. 
 
3g6 Plot Profile Chart 
Build a plot profile chart for this last reading. How did the story end? 
 

Discussion  
 

Key Questions (pp. 233–243) 
1. What is the name of Alice’s baby? Who does she look like? 
2. How does the relationship between Alice and Rufus seem to Dana and 

Sarah? 
3. How does Dana feel when Hagar is born? 
4. What issue in the novel has now been resolved? 
5. Why does Alice still plan on running? 
6. What is Rufus thinking of doing with Joe? 
7. How long did Dana convince Alice to stay? 
8. What is Dana’s new job on the plantation? 
9. How do Rufus’s neighbors feel about what Dana is doing? 
10. Why do you think Rufus allowed Dana to do this? 
11. Is this a realistic action for a slave owner to take? 
12. Why do you think Butler included this conflict in the novel? 
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13. How does Butler’s writing succeed in influencing the readers to change their 
opinions about Rufus so frequently? 

14. What did Sam Jones ask Dana? 
15. Which slave was sold? Why? 
16. How did Dana react to Sam being sold? 
17. How did the women in Sam’s family feel about Dana? 
18. What did Rufus do when Dana tried to stop him from selling Sam? 
19. How did Dana get back home? 
20. What does Lou suggest for Dana? 
21. What updates does Dana give Kevin about the plantation? 
22. Why does Rufus think Dana has an easy decision now? How does Dana feel 

about this? 
 
Key Question (pp. 243–252) 

1. What was hard for Dana and Kevin to adjust to? 
2. Why does Kevin think Dana will not be called into the past again? How does 

Dana feel about this? 
3. What was Kevin curious about regarding Dana and Rufus? 
4. According to Dana, what would be Rufus’s consequence if he raped Dana? 
5. What do you think Butler is trying to hint at with this information? 
6. How will Dana know when this will all be over? 
7. When does Dana disappear again? 
8. Where does Rufus take her when she arrives? 
9. Why did Alice kill herself? 
10. Do you think Alice’s choice is realistic for her character in the novel? 
11. Why do you think Butler chose to add this conflict to the text? 
12. What elese do you know about slaves and suicide? 
13. What is Rufus doing in the library? 
14. How were things after Dana left the last time? 
15. Where are the children? 
16. What does Rufus owe the children according to Dana? 
17. What do you think will ultimately happen to Rufus? To Dana? 

 
Key Questions (pp. 252–264) 

1. How was Alice’s funeral? 
2. How do you feel about Alice and her choice to end her life? 
3. Where did Rufus go with Dana the day after the funeral? 
4. Who did Rufus come back from Baltimore with? 
5. What did Dana try to convince Rufus of? 
6. Why does Rufus think he would be crazy to write a will freeing the slaves?  
7. What would you do if you were in Rufus’ situation? 
8. What kind of dreams did Rufus have? When would they happen? 
9. Why does the conversation about Sam become uncomfortable? 
10. How does Rufus try to convince Dana not to leave? 
11. What does this tell you about Rufus and his values? 
12. How has Butler influenced readers’ views of Rufus throughout the novel? 
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13. Who does Dana remind Rufus of? 
14. What did Rufus and Dana tell Joe about his mother? 
15. What kind of conversation do Rufus and Dana have in the attic? 
16. What does Dana do when Rufus does not let her break away? Who sees this 

happen? 
17. What happened to Dana’s arm? 
18. Where did Dana and Kevin go together?  
19. What did they try to find in Maryland? 
20. Who must have set the house on fire? 
21. Who does Dana seem to wonder the most about when she is in Maryland? 
22. Why did they go back to Maryland? 
23. What made this all end?  
24. What in Butler’s writing style gives this part of the novel a tone of completion? 
25. How do you feel about the events that happened at the very beginning of the 

novel now that you have read to the end? 
26. Do you think the novel as a whole was realistic? 
27. How do you feel about the way Butler portrayed slaves and owners in her 

novel? 
 

EXTEND 
Write Write a short product based on today’s prompt to connect to the unit theme. 

 

Key Paragraph, p. 238 
“At the cookhouse, I heated water, got it warm, not hot. Then I took a basin of it 

up to the attic. It was hot there, and empty except for the pallets and my bag in its 
corner. I went over to it, washed my knife in antiseptic, and hooked the drawstring of my 
bag over my shoulder. And in the warm water I cut my wrists” (239). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Many of Rufus’s neighbors think he is wrong for educating slaves. They think 
teaching them how to read and write makes them dissatisfied with slavery, disobedient, 
and spoils them. In many countries even today, certain people are not allowed to pursue 
an education, and can be punished severely or even killed for trying. 
 Write a narrative product about your feelings toward education, using 
examples from your own life to illustrate your points. Why is education 
important? Does everyone deserve to have the opportunity to be educated, or 
should it be an exclusive right for certain individuals? 
Key Paragraph, p. 247 

“But how do I come home? Is the power mine, or do I tap some power in him? All 
this started with him, after all. I don’t know whether I need him or not. And I won’t know 
until he’s not around” (247). 
 
Writing Prompt 

Our theme of “responsibility requires action” hints at the idea that everyone has 
an internal power that cannot be taken away from them. This power can be used to “do 
what is best for everybody,” or it can be used to act irresponsibly, which can hurt others 
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rather than help them. Sometimes, it can be hard to remember that we alone are 
responsible for our actions and behavior. 
 In one to two paragraphs, write a narrative product about a time when you 
found it difficult to ignore someone else’s opinion and do what you thought was 
best. What happened? How did you both feel afterwards? 
 
Key Paragraph, p. 264 

“I looked back at the brick building of the Historical Society, itself a converted 
early mansion.  

‘If we told anyone else about this, anyone at all, they wouldn’t think we were so 
sane.’ 

‘We are,’ he said. ‘And now that the boy is dead, we have some chance of 
staying that way’” (264). 
 
Writing Prompt 
 Responsibility requires action is defined as responsibility is the active side of 
morality: doing what I should do, doing what I said I would do, doing what is best for 
everybody; especially doing the one thing I should be doing right now. 
 Looking back at the entire novel and on your daily writings, reflect on how this 
theme plays out throughout the book. Who is the most responsible character in this 
story? Why? Who is the most irresponsible? How do these characters differ? Who 
made the right decisions and put others before themselves? Who acted, without 
hesitation, when they needed to act? In a short, narrative product, write about how 
reading about these characters and their choices encouraged you to reflect on 
your own life and choices. What will you take away from the novel? 
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